GROTON BOARD OF EDUCATION
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 19, 2021 @ 6:00 P.M.
REMOTE MEETING

Members Present: Chairman Kim Shepardson Watson, Vice Chairman Andrea Ackerman, Dean
Antipas, Jane Giulini, Elizabeth Porter, Rosemary Robertson, Rita Volkmann,
Jay Weitlauf, Lee White

Also Present: Susan Austin, Sam Kilpatrick, Ken Knight, Denise Doolittle, Laurie LePine

Chairman Watson called the Public Hearing meeting on the superintendent’s proposed 2021 - 2022
budget to order at 6:01 p.m.

Mrs. Watson and Ms. Austin gave an overview of the proposed 2021 — 2022 budget. [ATTACHMENTS
#1]

1. Mrs. Connie Woods, 10 Fort Hill Road, shared comments regarding HEPA filtration and CO2
monitors for classrooms and offices for proper ventilation controls. [ATTACHMENT #2]

Mr. Knight gave an overview of how the Coronavirus Relief Grant funds (CARES Act/ESSER in the
amount of $686,882 and the Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) in the amount of $1,227,291) were used.
[ATTACHMENTS # 3]

MOTION: Ackerman, Porter: To adjourn the Public Hearing at 6:52 p.m.
PASSED - UNANIMOUSLY
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Attachment #2

Good evening and thank you for scheduling this public hearing. I have a request during these Covid
times to please look at budgeting for HEPA filtration and CO2 monitors classtooms/ offices for
proper ventilation controls. Students will most likely still need layets of protection while they wait for
pediatric vaccines to be approved.

Yesterday on Jan.18th, the Biden administration nominated Cindy Marten for Deputy Secretary of
Education. As San Diego Superintendent, she has worked with Atmosphetic Chemist Klmbelly
Prather Ph.D KIMBERLY PRATHIER | S ,and ’lcknowledged that Covid 1is
aitborne and put in measures to clean the air in schools. Cmdy Marten’s policy is to get at least 6
ACH (air changes per hour), and if not possible then HEPA filtering systems for rooms whete they
cannot. She also measures aerosols and CO2 in every classroom to check air quality. Schools will more
than likely have to make similar changes for safe schools, once the new admin gets put in place. It may
be useful for the Groton BOE to have a committee to look into what is needed for the buildings and
possibly make needed changes to the 2 new buildings undet construction.

The Groton district hired engineers Fuss & O’Neill befote the school year started to commission the
schools HVAC, but so far that report has not been made public.

Dr.Graner had emailed me back (with the BOE and Susan Austin cc’d) on November 23, 2020 and
stated it would be posted on the district’s website, and that has not happened. Since the public does
not know the air quality, if Merv filters were able to be added, or if work is needed on schools to bring
them up to ASHRAE guidelines during the pandemic. I am asking for further mitigations to be
purchased for the safety of students/staff without knowing which ventilation measures have already
taken place. ASHRAFE Introduces Updated Reopening Guide for Schools and Universities |

ashrae.org

The reason for CO2 monitors in the classrooms is due to SARS-CoV-2 being transmitted through the
air, and the higher CO2 level, the mote we are shating our aitr. These monitors will help reduce tisk of
infection so that teachers/admin will know when to open a window (if windows open) ot turn up the
HVAC system for more ACH. Ideally, when a CO2 monitor shows 800 ppm, then you know 1% of
the air you are breathing has already been breathed by someone in the space. Any higher ppm, then
the percent of shared air goes up. The 1918 Fresh Air Movement has already taught us that ventilation
was key.

It 1s time for Groton to address ventilation within our schools, and add more engineered mitigation
efforts for solutions against the virus. Studies show poor air quality has an effect on learning and
mncreased absences; ventilation improvements have the added benefits of helping with allergens and
air pollution within classrooms. If improvements are made now then Groton will be ahead of most
schools, and ready for the next pandemic. Ben Franklin said it best, “I am persuaded that no common
Air from without, is so unwholesome as the Air within a close Room, that has been often breath’d
and not changed”.

Thank you,

Connie Woods

10 Fort Hill Rd. #2C
Groton, CT 06340

Citation of Cindy Marten on aitborne mitigation: “Rather, Marten turned to a team of scientists
at the University of California San Diego, including specialists in airborne illness, to guide an overhaul
of air filtration systems, cleaning, and other protocols. Working with local experts helped San Diego
to tailor its plan to its specific needs, and it also has helped build the credibility needed for public buy-




in, she said. The plan calls for working with the university to test up to 10,000 students and staff
members a day, using frequent testing to significantly dtive down the likelihood of transmission.”
https:/ /www.edweek.org/policy-politics /what-educators-need-to-hear-from-biden-on-
covid-19/2020/12

I'm adding a couple of photos of CO2 monitors: The large monitor is in a restaurant, but that is for
visibility. Many are small hand sized and work for what is needed in classtooms. They can also be built
as a classroom project if supplies are purchased.



Groton Public Schools
Coronavirus Relief Grants

Attachment #3

CARES Act/Elementary and Secondary School Relief (ESSER) Budget
Personnel
Additional teaching personnel - hybrid model/distance learning 153,454
Additional social workers - student supports 64,113
Additional technology suport - student and teacher support 47,597
Additional community coordinators - student/families outreach 22,365
Additional parttime custodial personnel - cleaning 66,183
Additional substitute teachers - support hybrid learning 126,912
480,624
Other
Food service - support for meal distribution to students/families 113,081
School supplies - at home usage during distance learning 71,177
Document cameras - support hybrid/distance learning 22,000
206,258
Total CARES Act/ESSER 686,882
Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) Budget
Personnel
Additional substitute teachers/paraprofessionals - support hybrid 605,413
learning
Additional teaching personnel - hybrid model/distance learning 98,442
Additional tutor support - hybrid learning support 34,279
Additional social workers - student supports 54,031
Additional technology suport - student and teacher support 21,104
Additional community coordinators - student/families outreach 31,485
Additional parttime custodial personnel - cleaning 42,457
Additional admin support - coord of hybrid/distance learning 11,049
Salaries for updating curriculum instruction - support hybrid 154,031
1,052,291
Other
PPE (face masks, shields, gloves, gowns, desk shields, etc) 147,337
Hand sanitizer/dispensers 12,663
HVAC reconditioning 15,000
175,000
Total CRF 1,227,291
|Total Coronavirus Relief (ESSER + CRF) 1,914,173




