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The IDEAL School of Manhattan is an 
inclusion school dedicated to creating a diverse 
community that affirms and accepts the full 
identities of all people, while inspiring academic 
excellence, creative leadership, and a desire to 
build a more just and equitable world.
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In this annual report, we recognize and express our gratitude to all of our supporters for their 
financial contributions in the 2018-19 fiscal year. In 2019, The IDEAL School of Manhattan 
graduated its second class of seniors as a fully registered and accredited K-12 independent 

school, the only inclusion school of its kind in New York. Three more IDEAL students will be 
continuing their educational journeys as they move on to college or postsecondary programs. 
It is through the financial support of the community members named in this report that IDEAL 
continues to provide a rigorous, nurturing, vibrant learning experience to a truly diverse body 
of students from neighborhoods throughout the city, equipping them with the tools to take 
their place as active, compassionate 21st century leaders.
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Dear IDEAL Community,

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I am honored to write to you today thank-
ing you for the incredible financial support you’ve given to The IDEAL School 
of Manhattan in 2018-19. Fundraising initiatives such as the Annual Gala, An 
IDEAL Day of Golf, the Trustees Cocktail Reception, #GivingTuesday, and the 
Summer Double Dip, combined with various Parents Association events and 
overall Pioneer Fund contributions brought in over $1 million. 

As a member of IDEAL’s Advancement Committee, I’m proud of the part I 
played in those efforts, but as the proud parent of an IDEAL Upper School student, I’m prouder still to 
be a part of the system that supports and stimulates my son and so many others. IDEAL truly is a one-
of-a-kind experience and I can personally attest to its success. This year, we reached record levels of 
participation, 83% for faculty and staff and 92% for families. These are terrific numbers that we can use 
when we approach outside funding resources, showing them the commitment of our community to our 
school’s mission and, especially, our students. Everyone who has contributed, whether financially, as a 
faculty or staff member, as one of the many active parents, or as a friend who shares our story, should 
also be proud to be a part of this community. 

I want to give a special thank you to my predecessor as Board President, Mitch Rubin. As a co-founder 
of the school and the only president for its first 13 years, Mitch led the school, along with all Board 
members past and present, to a place where I am able to help this successful experiment grow and 
continue its mission of inclusion, diversity, excellence, acceptance, and leadership. 

I would also like to thank Annette Hayde, Glenn Krevlin, and Lakia Washington-Strong for their years of 
service on the Board. Carolyn Kelson, a Board member as Parents Association President, has stepped 
down from the PA but will remain on the Board, joined by new PA President Tar-Kee Williams as well as 
Margaret Lewis, Michael Lorch, Jane Providenti, and Matthew Steinberg.

All of us on the Board are looking forward to working with our friends and families in the community in 
2019-20 and for years to come.

Thank you,
Jay Eisenhofer, President of the Board of Trustees

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD



9ANNUAL REPORT OF GIVING 2018-19

Dear Friends,

The 2018-19 school year saw IDEAL taking another step forward. Our student 
body grew to 190, we graduated our second class of seniors, and the great 
majority of our fifth-grade students moved up to the Upper School. It was also 
a year in which we celebrated IDEAL’s robust arts program, essential to our work 
to foster creativity, voice, and leadership skills in our students.

At IDEAL, we strive to build a learning environment that ensures the participation 
and representation of every student. Since the school’s founding in 2006, the arts have been an integral 
part of our curriculum. The arts are instrumental in providing our students with the tools they need for 
self-expression and empower them to view the world through a variety of different lenses. When we decid-
ed to honor the arts at the 14th Annual Gala in February, it allowed us to show friends and supporters out-
side of our everyday community the many benefits of an inclusive education. We displayed an impressive 
gallery of paintings and two groups of students performed on stage. It was a very special evening.

Events such as the Gala make it possible for us to increase recognition as the only K-12 independent 
inclusion school in New York. Friends old and new came together at the Gala to raise $336,397. That, when 
added to our annual fund, The Pioneer Fund, brought total contributions for 2018-19 to $1,032,504. 

I was also honored to share the Gala stage with our three graduating seniors who benefited from our 
College and Postsecondary Program. The students took ownership of their exploration of next steps, and 
I am proud to say that they are all continuing their educational journeys and have made impressive addi-
tions to our list of acceptances.

I am grateful to have worked throughout the year with Jay Eisenhofer, IDEAL’s second Board President, 
who stepped into the shoes of current Vice-President and IDEAL co-founder, Mitch Rubin. Mitch worked 
tirelessly for 14 years as president and remains on the Executive Committee of the Board. Many thanks 
are also due to the Board’s Advancement Committee and the Gala Committee of the Parents Association. 

IDEAL continues to grow its unique mission of inclusion, diversity, and excellence, and, with your contin-
ued support, we are proud to be able to continue to grow the size of our student body and to bring the 
joyful, nurturing, inclusive independent school experience that is uniquely IDEAL  to even more children.

Sincerely,
Janet Wolfe, Head of School

A MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL
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The Founding Benefactors Society was established in 2006 to recognize individuals 
and families who donated $25,000 or more to IDEAL during the school’s first five years 
(2005-2009). 

The IDEAL School of Manhattan is incredibly grateful to all those who committed critical 
resources to the school during this time.

Anonymous
Julie and Jason Ader
Marla Mayer and Chris Ahearn
Rachel and Indrajit Bardhan
Caryn Seidman-Becker and Marc Becker
The Y.C. Ho/Helen and Michael Chiang Foundation
Carole and Les Feinglass
Alyssa and Cliff Greenberg
Julia Harquail and John Hackett
Karen and Gregory Harquail John Hickey
Hillary and Glenn Krevlin
James Lyle
Heather and Robert Mylod
Tracy Nixon
Audra Zuckerman and Mitch Rubin

Mara and Ricky Sandler
Eitan Sarnell
Rebecca Amitai and Morty Schaja
Michelle Smith
The Solot Family Foundation
Stephanie and Harry Wagner
Kate Winslet
Holly and Michael Zimmerman

THE FOUNDING BENEFACTORS SOCIETY
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The IDEAL School Parents Association fosters a spirit of community and serves as a bridge of 
communication and cooperation among the parent body, administration, and faculty. The PA 
also coordinates volunteer efforts and helps organize various fundraising and community-

building events that support the mission of IDEAL. All families of students attending the school are 
automatically members of the PA, and class representatives keep families informed about life at the 
school.

During the 2018-19 school year, the PA organized and supported several community-building events 
including the annual parent-teacher potluck dinner, used uniform sales, a new candle sale, the annual 
block party, and book swap. 

IDEAL thanks the leadership and members of the Parents Association for their hard work and generosi-
ty during the 2018-19 school year.

THE IDEAL SCHOOL PARENTS ASSOCIATION
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Carolyn Kelson, President
Edgar Ayabarreno and  
Tar-kee Williams, Lower School  
Co-Vice Presidents
Sonia Nasser and Mark Witsell, Upper 
School Co-Vice Presidents
Takecha Morgan, Secretary
Eunice Negron, Treasurer 

Amanda Watermeyer, Kindergarten
Carey Cohen, Grade 1
Lauretta Joseph, Grade 2
Vanessa Polanco, Grade 3
Ellen Zimmerli, Grade 4
Malena Dayen, Grade 5A
Heather Lottner, Grade 5B
Sunitha Jasti, Grades 6 and 7
Lori Kelso, Grade 8
Fred Neuman, Grades 9-12

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CLASS REPRESENTATIVES



16	 THE IDEAL SCHOOL OF MANHATTAN



17ANNUAL REPORT OF GIVING 2018-19

IDEAL’s student community reflects the rich diversity of New York City, and we are extremely 
proud of our extensive socioeconomic diversity. The Open Door Scholarship Fund, 
established in 2010, allows us to continue to provide access to an independent school 

education for students from under-resourced communities. Every dollar donated to the Open 
Door Scholarship Fund goes directly toward the tuition of students in the Standard Program. 

We seek individual, corporate, and foundation partners to support this effort by funding 
scholarships for children in need. More than 61% of IDEAL students receive tuition assistance, 
and the average financial aid award is 88% of tuition. This represents an investment of 
approximately $4.1 million annually, approximately 26% of the school’s expenditures. Open 
Door Scholarship funding allows the school to continue to invest meaningfully in the 
program and to meet the needs of our diverse student body. Thanks to the generosity of 
donors to the Fund, our Open Door Scholars are thriving.

If you are interested in supporting the Open Door Scholarship Fund, please contact Claudia 
Koota, Coordinator of Development, at ckoota@theidealschool.org. All gifts to the Open Door 
Scholarship Fund are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.

THE OPEN DOOR SCHOLARSHIP FUND
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IDEAL’s Annual Gala celebrates our mission and raises funds to support the school’s 
operating budget. In 2018-19, IDEAL’s Gala was held at Pier Sixty at Chelsea Piers. We are 
grateful to the families and friends who supported this year’s event, which raised $336,397. 

Over 300 guests attended the Gala as we celebrated the arts, featuring student paintings and 
performances. A portion of the funds were raised to specifically support the creative arts 
program at IDEAL.

THE 14TH ANNUAL GALA

EVENT CO-CHAIRS
Margaret Lewis
Deborah Muro

TECHNICAL CHAIR
Jay Janicki

RAFFLE CHAIR
Edward Suazo

GIFTS CHAIR
Lisa Coppeto

ENTERTAINMENT CHAIR
Heather Lottner

DESIGN CHAIR
Jannette Lopez

INVITATION AND GUEST CHAIR
Audra Zuckerman
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$25,000 and Above 
Anne Jameson and Jay Eisenhofer
Andrea and Fred Neuman
Michelle Locher and Robert Ziff

$10,000 to $24,999
Caryn Seidman-Becker and Marc Becker
Margaret and Charles Egan
Stacy and Dan Kesten
Hillary and Glenn Krevlin
Jennifer Nettles
Tracy Nixon
Audra Zuckerman and Mitch Rubin
Allison and David Sachs
Michelle Smith

$5,000 to $9,999
Elli and David Basner
Graham H. Parker and Adam Benson
Dorothy Caples Fund
Camille Fortunato and Stefano Filippazzo
Stacey and Bernie Hillman
Margaret Lewis
Paula and Ira Resnick
Tracey and Andy Appelbaum

GALA CONTRIBUTORS
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$1,000 to $4,999 
Debbie and Evan Azriliant
Misti Bridges
Jillison and James Brophy
Laura Moore-Brown and Paul Brown
Hilary Addington and Michael Cahill
WRF Investigations Corp.
Carole Feinglass
Mark Fife
Anonymous
Jennifer Foley
Jennifer Ford
Jennifer Gardner
Lauren and Todd Girshon
Elizabeth Grossman
Sandra and Steven Harris
Sophie Jacob-Parisi
Carolyn Kelson and Jason Janicki
Sherri Goldman and John Kim
Merrick Kleeman
Stephanie Kramer
Maria and Michael Lorch
Heather and Craig Lottner
Gary Mayerson
Paul and Adrienne Mulligan
Deborah and Brad Muro
Ellen and John O’Malley
Danielle and Sidney Rosenberg
Mara and Rick Sandler

Ellen Zimmerli and Bruce Sandys
Regina Skyer
Pamela Sloan
Lara and Michael Szlamkowicz
Laura Tagliareni and David Salsberg
Rebecca Alson-Milkman and Craig Thomas
Laura and Conrad Van Tienhoven
Brandon Trentham
Jennifer and Derek Trulson
Bob Weigel
Debra and Gregg Weiner
Caitlyn Witherspoon
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GALA CONTRIBUTORS

Harriet Barovick and Erika Ineson
Lisa Barry
Claire Bienen
Louis Burgis
Rachel Adams and Jon Connolly
Louise Contino
Lisa and John Coppeto
Edvin Dema
Marni and David Denenberg
Blair Dunlop
Melanie Edwards
Bill Foley
Travis Frayard
Chris and Lori Homer
Eyal Isaac
Lori Seto and Kyle Kelso
Jennifer and Jeffrey Kolitch
Spencer Krug
Roseanne Legrand
Robert Mogil
Lydia Mondavi
Christopher Papernik and Janie Fox
Vanessa Perez
Jane and Anthony Providenti
Meredith Rollins
Audrey Talley and David Rostov
Marcelle and Marc Rothenberg

$500 to $999

Patricia and Daniel Rube
Frank Sawyer
Jacques Sebisaho, MD
Alec Sirken
Elizabeth and Matthew Steinberg
Steve Tesoriere
Janet Wolfe
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Janine Azriliant and David Yohai
Emma Zingone
Ginger and William Burke
Central Synagogue
Amy and David Chasen
Caroline and Brian Cromwell
Chris Daniellen
Virgina Davis
Kirsten DeBear
Erik Diamond
Hakan Ergulec
Marie-Laurence and Kenneth Gilison
Daria Gimon
Traciana Graves
Raquel Smith and Steven Herz
Erica Hill
Joseph Kemp
Marie-belle Naggiar and Michael J. Lavery
Kristen Briotte and Steven Levine
Casey Matthew
Maria McGinley
Hope Wintner and Ted Meisel
Wendy and Glen Miller
Melanie Musgrove
Sonia and Khaled Nasser
Eunice and Luis Negron
Karen Newman

Up to $499

Ana Vidal and Eddie Nina
Allyn and Larry Nusbaum
John Oot
Adela and Edward Palmer
Jodi and Steven Peikin
Daniel Radlauer
Lauren and Scott Scher
Seth Shapiro
Christian and Sean Smith
Jannette Lopez and Thomas Staunton
Robin Aronson and David Stone
Deena and Edward Suazo
Jane Thomas
Susan Wagner
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GALA CONTRIBUTORS: IN-KIND AUCTION SUPPORTERS

Agata & Valentina

Alexis Bittar

Ample Hills Creamery

Brandon Trentham

Brooke Borisoff

Carlos Velasquez

Charity Grow

City Diner

Deborah Muro

Diana Bianchi  
and Massimo D’Amore

Doron Peled

Dr. William Kestin

Elios Restaurant

Erica Basilone

Evan Azriliant

Fireman Hospitality Group

Foresight Theatrical

Fred Neuman

Game-U

Golf & Body NYC

Gymtime Rhythm and Glues

Halleh Amiralai

Howard Schwartz

Hudson Cutler

Iryna Sosnovskoa Photography

Isabelle Dervaux

Janet Wolfe

Janette Lopez  
and Thomas Staunton

Jay Eisenhofer  
and Anne Jameson

Jennifer  Daniels
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Jennifer Paolicelli

Jenny Leshem

Jessica Sodokoff

Joseph Kemp

John Mirrione

Juliana Fogler

Ken Gibson

Kiyoko Layne

Lauren  Wexler

Major League Baseball

Melange Hair Salon

Melissa Perilli Price

Michelle Smith

Minibar

Mitch Rubin

NY Transit Museum

Riverdale Stables

Roberto Falck

Salon SCK

Sean Gallagher

Stacy Kestin

Team J RE

Team Penney Racing

Terry Campbell

The Art Farm NYC

Ticket Ninja

Tory Burch

Tosler Davis Salon

Tracy Nixon

Viorica Morris-Stan

What Goes Around  
Comes Around

Wild Olive Market



Three Pillars Society
($25,000 and Up)
Anne Jameson and Jay Eisenhofer
Anonymous
The Derfner Foundation
Lumind Research Down Syndrome Foundation
James Lyle
Andrea and Fred Neuman
Audra Zuckerman and Mitch Rubin
Anthony Providenti
Jane Providenti
Matthew Steinberg
Michelle Locher and Robert Ziff

PIONEER FUND CONTRIBUTORS
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Circle of Diversity
($10,000 to $24,999)
Joshua Dubin
Julie Fowler
Henry Schein Cares Foundation
Stacy and Dan Kesten
Merrick Kleeman
Daniel Lewis
Melot and Michael Lorch
Mastercard
Adrienne and Paul Mulligan
Tracy Nixon
Alexandra and Bradley Singer
Michelle Smith
Rebecca Alson-Milkman and Craig Thomas
Anonymous
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Circle of Acceptance
($5,000 to $9,999)
712 Fifth Avenue
BTIG, LLC
Gary Claar
Dynasty Financial Partners, LLC
Kessler Topaz Meltzer And Check, LLP 
Charitable Fund
Lauren and Scott Scher
Tracy and Eric Semler
The Solot Foundation
Rick Suarez
The Taft Foundation
Jerome Trautschold Foundation
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PIONEER FUND CONTRIBUTORS

Circle of Excellence ($1,000 to $4,999)
Paul Appelbaum
Tracey and Andy Appelbaum
Elli and David Basner
Caryn Seidman-Becker and Marc Becker
Marion and Stanley Bergman
Seth Berkowitz
Laura Moore Brown and Paul Brown
Rachel Adams and Jon Connolly
Robert Ellin
Charles Fitzgerald
Camille Fortunato and Stefano 
Filippazzo
Afton Fraser
Raquel Smith and Steven Herz
IDEAL Faculty and Staff Giving
IDEAL Parents Association
Sherri Goldman and John Kim
Mitchell Krieger
Claire and Daniel O’Toole
Douglas Rachlin
Danielle and Sidney Rosenberg
Allison and David Sachs
Ellen Zimmerli and Bruce Sandys
Richard Schiffrin
Doug Schimmel
Raina and Michael Shohet
Barby and Fred Siegel
Wendy A. Silverstein

Pamela Sloan
Stanley Tomchin
Debra and Gregg Weiner
John Wolff
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Debbie and Evan Azriliant
Lisa Balestra
Jillison and James Brophy
Larry Christenson
Matthew Clark
Karina Dimich
Beth and Steve Dorfman
Lands End
Frydman, LLC
Marie Laurence-Gilison and Kennith 
Gilison
Lori Seto and Kyle Kelso
Dorothy and Steven Krieger
Courtney Lee-Mitchell
Heather and craig Lottner
William McGuinn
Elyse and Lloyd Nemerever
Ellen and John O’Malley
Sunitha Jasti and Rober Schwabe
Barbara Shocket
Lauren and Daniel Silvers
Cliff Sirlin
Alice and Roger Soderberg
Sourceco
Vinoo Varghese
Janine Azriliant and David Yohai

Red and White ($500 to $999)
Tami and Matt Ackerman
Charles Allison
Alejandro Asta
Randi and Steven Ball
Adam Benson and Graham Parker
Pancheta Roberts Burey and Garnett Burey
Elaine Chevalier
HuEllen and Bill Connolly
Troy Corey
Deutsche Bank AG
Laua Gayle
Alison and Seth Hoenig
Adrienne Hurd
JMD Realty Group, LLC
Lauretta and Michael Joseph
Julissa Fajardo and Leonardo Ledesma
Robert Leighton
Gerard and Tania Looby
Shane McCrae
Tamara Buckley and Merle McGee
Sean Moriarty
Deborah and Brad Muro
Michele and Dan Shaked
Larry Simon
Deena and Edward Suazo
Lara and Michael Szlamkowicz
Dinorah Nunez-White and Richard White
Janet Wolfe

Idealist ($250 to $499)
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PIONEER FUND CONTRIBUTORS

Pioneers (Up to $249)

5 Penn Plaza

Sharon G Adams

Hilda Maria Alameda

Alt Cap USA, LLC

Alvinder Inc

Amazon Smile

Donna Anglin

Lorraine and Morey Apelbaum

Adriana Arana

Nana Asamani-Asante

Cory Azriliant

Jungshin Barnes

Jeannette and Aristoteles 
Beriguete

Danielle D Bias

Aretha Blake

Verdean Brown

Karen Reyes  
and Germaine Browne

Jalen Browne

Jasmine Bryan

Cristina and Michael Bushell

Jennifer Caban

Michael Carbonaro

Carey Cohen and Darren Davis

Carla Coles

Tamora Craig

Christy Crews

Melissa Silva and Damien Cruz 

Sucyll Cuento

Andrew Cummings

Paul Daley

Felicia Darby

Melissa Espinal  
and Martin Dejesus

Gregory Diamond

Adriana DiBastiano

Patricia Donini

Devon Emery

Derek Fleming  
and Sonny Puryear

Lingua Franca

Liberty and Jeffrey Frank

Denise Gildea and Doron Peled

Nina and Ronald Gilson

Vanessa Polanco  
and Miguel Gonzalez

Ricki Gorman

Tom Gotthelf

Dane and Paul Gottleib

Shirley Jules  
and Walter Gregoire

Janine and Bernard Haas

Kumiko Ashino  
and Richard Hara

Valrine Edwards Harvey  
and Omar Harvey

Dorothy Higgins

Sharron and Miles Holman

Stacey Holmes

Erika Ineson and Harriet 
Barovick

Carolyn Kelson and Jason Janicki

Adrienne and Jeffrey Janicki

Evan Jenkins

Desiree Jones

Joseph Kemp

Eun and Stephen Kim

Andrew Kirwin

Sasha Krasny

Peter Larsen

Julissa Fajardo  
and Leonardo Ledesma

Lana Seung Lee

Gina Leveque

Margaret Lewis

Janet Lieberman

J Luz
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Chandra G. Mack

Megan D. Mack

Lorena Marques  
and Manuel Colon

Alex McBride

Debra John and Patrick McLeod

Mejeur-Haas Communications, 
Inc.

Even Meyers

Ron Miller

Takecha Morgan

Eunice and Luis Negron

Peter Ng

Allyn and Larry Nusbaum

Janie Fox  
and Christopher Papernik

Maryam Dilakian Passley  
and Christopher Passley

Yeni and Alberto Pena

Brooke Perkins

Jennifer Pliego  
and Bernardo Palombo

Regina Ramons

Kiiana Reyes

Stephanie Loria  
and Alberto Rondon

Anabel Rosado

Adam Rosenberg

Jackson Rosenberg

Malena Dayen  
and David Rosenmeyer

Audrey Salgado

Irene Schneeweis  
and David Levinson Wilk

Zoraida and Curtis Sebastien

Mimy Mudekereza  
and Jacques Sebisaho

Richard Serko

Megan Serrano

Eraldo Shallari

Vincent Shanley

William Sherman

Nicole Smith

Nicole A Smith

Jonathan Spielman

Sheel and Michael Spina

Vanessa and Gregory  
Staine-Pyne

Jannette Lopez  
and Thomas Staunton

Quaim Sterling

Robin Aronson and David Stone

Lakia Washington Strong  
and Kendall Strong

Jane Thomas

Jennifer Thomas

Thomas Thomas

Loria and Karlus Trapp

Josefina Villa

Emmanouil Vintzilaios

Allison Wagner

Lavelle Walton

Allison Wanger

Amanda and Theodore 
Watermeyer

Barrett Weeks

Carol Weeks

White Camel Foods Group, LLC

Sherri Whitley and Mark van Dok

Tar-kee Williams  
and Andre Gibbs

Tyra Williamson-Allen  
and Eric Allen

Michael Wilson Jr   

Caitlyn Witherspoon

Marc Wollemborg

Latesa Younger
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       Ways to Give to The IDEAL School of Manhattan

CASH CONTRIBUTIONS, CHECKS, AND CREDIT CARDS
A gift of cash is the simplest and most efficient way to support The IDEAL School of Manhattan. 
Cash donations are put to immediate use for programs, financial aid, salaries, professional 
development, and other projects. Checks can be sent to the attention of Claudia Koota,  
in the Development Office. Contributions can also easily be made by credit card at  
www.theidealschool.org/giving or by contacting Claudia Koota at 212-769-1699 or  
ckoota@theidealschool.org.

MATCHING GIFTS
Your gift can be doubled if you are employed by one of the more than 1,000 businesses and 
companies that match employees’ and retirees’ donations to nonprofit organizations. You can 
obtain the appropriate forms from your company’s human resources department or corporate 
foundation and forward them to IDEAL with your gift. You will receive credit for both the 
original gift and the matching gift, and your employer will also be listed as a donor.
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SECURITIES
Gifts of appreciated securities may enable the donor to take a tax deduction on the full 
value of the gift and avoid capital gains on the transfer. In many cases, the actual cost to the 
donor is far less than the value of the gift to the school. To make a gift of stock or for more 
information, please contact Claudia Koota at 212-769-1699 or ckoota@theidealschool.org.

PLANNED GIVING
Planned giving can offer many tax advantages for donors and their heirs by naming The 
IDEAL School of Manhattan as a beneficiary of an estate, trust, or insurance policy, or by 
establishing a charitable gift annuity. Prospective donors should seek the advice of an 
attorney since gifts of this kind require variations to accommodate individual circumstances.

GIFTS-IN-KIND
Gifts-in-kind are tangible items, such as works of art, auction items, equipment, books, 
furniture, real estate, and similar non-monetary contributions. A gift of tangible property 
may result in a tax deduction for the donor.
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