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 The World Turned Upside Down by Luna Vance 

 The year 2020 was a 
rollercoaster ride with more 
downs than ups. Not long after 
the new year, the first dip in the 
ride was a worldwide pandemic 
called the Coronavirus, other-
wise known as C -19. The 
second dip was the death of Bre-
onna Taylor, followed by 
George Floyd, and other people 
of color due to police brutality. 
While their deaths were horri-
ble, people started to realize that 
there is racial injustice in Amer-
ica and protests soon followed. 
Another drop on the rollercoast-
er was that people were told to 
stay at home since there was no 
known vaccine for the conta-
gious virus. The ride kept turn-
ing lives upside down.  
 Katie Metteer, an eighth-
grade student, shared how hard 
the year was for her. ñIt was re-
ally sad and lonely for me,ò 
Katie said. ñI am extroverted, so 
not being able to see people was 
hard. The state said that quaran-
tine would last for a week last 
spring. But then they said a 
month. Then it lasted the entire 
summer. I hit my breaking 
point, and it was really hard to 
be in my house. I didnôt know 
how I felt about everything. The 
black lives matter (BLM) pro-
tests and C -19. The BLM 
protests were a big awakening 
for our country. There has al-
ways been injustice. I saw my 
privilege, and I saw other people 
hurting. There are things to 
stand up for. It has been a big 
wake-up call for our country. I 

think it was a hard time, but it 
taught me not to take things 
for granted and enjoy time 
with my family. Even though 
hard things come, good things 
can come out of it. I hope peo-
ple will become more grateful 
and feel blessed. People have 
been more distant. It is sad 
how people donôt really talk to 
others.ò  
 Lexi Salazar, a ninth-
grade student, said this about 
last year. ñIt was lonely. It was 
different seeing people 
through a screen compared to 
in person. Not being able to 
see my friends for a long time 
made me feel cut off from eve-
ryone. This summer I didnôt 
reach out to my friends as 
much as I could have. If I 
could tell my past self some-
thing, it would be to make the 
most of life pre-C -19. 
Like going to the grocery store 
or being around people with-
out them being worried about 
being around you. Peopleôs 
boundaries will change. Some 
people will be stricter about 
wearing masks and being sani-
tary. Others will just let this 
time period go. I think it 
scared people.ò 

They both thought that 
this year deserved a three out 
of ten. They commented that 
2020 wasnôt as bad as World 
Wars One and Two. Also that 
there was a little bit of good if 
you really looked for it.    
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Whatõs Changed? by Genevieve Shemwell 

This year has a lot of firsts, however the main one is C -
19. How has this been changing our normal routine? The pandemic 
started affecting us in March, 2020. Maya Smith, a seventh-grade 
student, had some great comments and opinions on this subject. 
These questions are specifically on how this has been changing a 
studentôs point of view. The first question was ñWhat ways does 
C -19 affect your relationships with your fellow peers and teach-
ers.ò 

 Maya said, ñThis year we donôt get the same connection with 
new kids and new teachers as we did in past years. There is obvious-
ly more physical distance between us but thereôs also more emotion-
al distance. Itôs harder to get to know people because you canôt be 
close with them. There are a lot of new people and people you donôt 
know because of the change in schools.ò To summarize her response 
the physical and mental distance creates a barrier between new 
friendships. 

 The next question was ñIs it harder to communicate?ò 
Maya said, ñProbably. Before you could be with your friends 

at school some of them didnôt have phones or computers or stuff 
like that so you would talk at school, but then now with that issue 
some people still donôt have phones and people are not always on 
Microsoft Teams. For the people who have less access to online 
chatting and or a way of communicating online itôs harder.ò 

The third question is ñHow does online school affect your 
learning, motivation, and productivity?ò 

ñObviously itôs hard. Itôs harder than online school. It defi-
nitely makes a change on everyoneôs day because when I wake up I 
usually get dressed, brush my teeth, eat, then go to school and so itôs 
a different morning because I go and sit at a screen rather than sit-
ting in front of people. Itôs obviously a different environment.ò She 
over all hinted that there is less engagement between students and 
teachers so itôs less exciting and makes you want to do less during 
the day. You also are open to many more distractions.  

Overall, the common theme was that a lot has changed and 
altering our normal routines is hard because we do not know what 
normal is anymore. Has normal changed or is it going to go back? 
We do not know. All we know is that God has a plan. This year has 
brought a lot of new things and change, but one thing we can keep 
the same is family. This year we have spent a lot of time at home 
with each other. We may be a little sick of it, but it has given us a lot 
of time to bond and get a lot of new pets. Even though the world 
may seem like itôs ending, a lot of good has happened. The environ-
ment has had a lot of time to replenish itself with less cars and litter.  

Itôs been tough but we can get through it. I know that in-
person school has helped a lot with all the extrovert students finally 
getting the proper engagement they needed.  

A COVID Thanksgiving  
by Boden Chapman 

In 2019, most people ex-
pected to gather for Thanksgiv-
ing in a traditional way. Sadly, 
many families were forced to 
break their Thanksgiving tradi-
tion this year in 2020. People did 
not gather in the same way as 
they did on previous Thanksgiv-
ings. Some families chose to 
travel because they have been 
trapped at home for months. Oth-
ers felt sad and even depressed 
due to the isolation and the wor-
ries of the Coronavirus pandem-
ic. To gather information, several 
people were interviewed about 
how they celebrated Thanksgiv-
ing. 

Both people I interviewed 
were not able to gather with their 
family this 2020 Thanksgiving. 
George Hermann had dinner 
with his family ñand still had 
fun.ò Derek Lowry did find an 
alternative way to celebrate 
Thanksgiving too. Both Derek 
and George said Thanksgiving 
2019 was better. George liked 
2019 Thanksgiving better be-
cause he went on a trip to Cali-
fornia with cousins. Derek simp-
ly said ñbecause  sucks.ò 
They both had a traditional meal 
over Thanksgiving. Derek and 
George did not travel over 
Thanksgiving. The people I in-
terviewed both said they said 
grace and what they are thankful 
for. Both 2019 and 2020 year 
they were thankful for the same 
things. They all watched the 
football games on Thanksgiving. 
They both agreed on appreciat-
ing this yearôs Thanksgiving and 
George said, ñI would appreciate 
Thanksgiving no matter what.ò 
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Christmas Time in 2020 by Emily Wagner 

Christmas 2020 at Bellevue Christian was very different 
for everyone. Bellevue Christian had some events for Christmas 

time. The JH Student Council and the HS Senate spent a whole 
day decorating the school. The B hall and gates were decorated 
so that BCS could spread holiday cheer. A Kahoot! game was 

played and the link was sent by Mr. Olson. Everyone who signed 
up got added to a call. Another Christmas event that might hap-
pen is care packages in January 2021. Donôt forget about the 

Christmas trees! It was fun to put decorations on it.  

Ms Steffen, Ms. Fiechtner, Mrs. Schmer, Mrs. Graves, Mr. Thomas and Mr. 
Teng  Photo: Ms. Meredith 

 Mrs. Harris, Ms. Bennett, & Mrs. Hoffman 
Photo: Ms. Meredith 

Back row: Mrs. Hoffman, Dr. Alsbury, Mr. Phillips, Ms. Dunn, Mr. Steel, Mrs. Saburi, Mrs. 
Baker, Mrs. Kinnan, Ms. Fox Front Row: Mr. Thomas, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Ramquist, Mr. 
Wishart, Mr. Hedin    Photo: Ms. Meredith  

BHall Locker Presents  
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Turkey Grams Took the School by Storm! 
by Nolan Cox 

 ñTurkey Gramsò made by the High School Senate were new 
to Bellevue Christian School this year. Zach Goo, a high school sen-
ior on the Senate, was kind enough to share some information about 
them. This idea was very intriguing and fun for lots of people at 
BCS. 
 Turkey Grams are small pieces of paper that have a lollipop 
and a personalized message sent from one student to another, as a 
very fun thing to send to friends or other people at BCS. The High 
School Senate came up with this idea by using the Candy Grams 
idea that they use for Valentinesô Day, but with more of a fall/
Thanksgiving theme. Zach said that it wasnôt just one or two people 
that came up with this idea -- it was a collective idea from the Senate 
as a fun idea for students before Thanksgiving break.  

The Senate decided to aim this audience to the general high 
school population. Turkey grams could be personalized to you or 
your friendôs hobbies with message in the Turkey Gram. The main 
purpose of these Turkey Grams was to bring students together and 
allow them to show how much they appreciate each other. The spe-

cial meaning behind this 
program was to develop 
friendships here at BCS.  
 Preparing Turkey 
Grams was much more 
complicated than it seems. 
First, you need to sell the 
Turkey Grams, which at 
the start are just pieces of 
paper with a space to write 
a message. Then the mem-
bers of the senate add the 
lollipops and sort them 

into the rooms where they need to go. Then, they visit the class-
rooms and hand out the Turkey Grams to the right 
people. 

Zach is very proud of this idea and the suc-
cess of the Turkey Grams. His favorite part of the 
program was when he got to see the people get an 
unexpected Turkey Gram and it brightened their day 
and made them happy. His least favorite part was 
taping the lollipops on the Turkey Grams because it 
took a long time to prepare. These Turkey Grams are 
a great idea because not only are they fun, but they 
also develop friendships further. 

Donuts for Donations 
by Madison Erisman 

 BCS food drives are a 
big part of helping people in 
need and the Student Council 
was a big part of making the 
food drive that happened on No-
vember 19th and 20th to be suc-
cessful. Proceeds benefited 
Maltby Food Bank. 
 Maya Smith, a member 
of Student Council, shared her 
thoughts. Maya said that she 
likes to give to others and help 
people that are in need. She 
likes to make sure that they 
have a meal and that they are 
not starving. Helping others also 
makes her feel good and happy. 
Maya said donating to a food-
bank is easy and a great way to 
donate. There should be more 
people trying to help hungry 
people that need food.  
 This is the first food 
drive that BCS has done this 
year and Maya said sheôd be 
happy to help with one again. 
Maya said, ñI love how they can 
change peoples lives even in the 
smallest way.ò  
 JH Student Council and 
the HS Senate helped collect 
non-perishable food items.  

Cayden De Haan & Ryan Salazar hand out donuts for 
donations in the breezeway.  

Photo: Yearbook staff 


