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Growth of the

Bill Kralovec
OIS Head

Last month I attended the International Baccalaureate (IB)
Association of Japan meeting in Fukuoka. Heads of IB schools,
both international and local, gathered from around the country
to share information. The discussions we had made me reflect

on the progress of the IB in Japan.

The “IB 200 Schools Project” was launched in 2011 by the
Japanese government. The goal is to have 200 International
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme authorized local schools
in Japan by 2018. Now in its fifth year, we see there are many
challenges to overcome to reach this goal. The impetus be-
hind it I think, was the recognition of the growth of the global
economy, especially in Asia, and business and political leaders
realizing Japan needs young people that are internationally-
minded and can lead Japanese companies in this new business
environment. Japan’s economy is not growing and international
business hubs in Singapore, Hong Kong, etc. are taking busi-
ness and projects away from Japan.

I admire the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports and Tech-
nology (MEXT) for the initiative of bringing IB education to
Japan, which in my opinion is the best way to develop globally-
competent workers. This is a huge change in education in

in Japan

Japan, which is generally exam-driven, teacher-centered and
a more traditional model of teaching and learning which is
much different than IB philosophy. It must be difficult for ex-
perienced Japanese teachers to implement IB-style pedagogy,
which requires using a lot of ICT in the classroom, criteria-
based grading, and narrative feedback on assessment, among
other differences.

One problem we are facing while trying to convince students
from the Senri International School to take the OIS IBDP is
national curriculum requirements. For example, SIS students
need 7 physical education credits in the three years of high
school. There is also the calendar differences, with Japan
schools starting in April and ending in March, the May exam
session is very inconvenient. Another hurdle is SIS students
wanting to stay in Japan for university do not see the Diploma
Programme useful for university entrance. That is changing and
more universities are developing programs to offer spaces for
DP graduates, however, it is a slow process.

MEXT and IB are doing a good job in making the curriculum
in the Japanese language, through their “dual language” option
for schools. The subject courses documentation and training
are now in Japanese. Students can take 4 of the 6 courses in
Japanese and it is my hope that Senri will offer IB DP courses in
Japanese in the near future.

My advice for MEXT is to establish clear guidelines for grad-
uation credits in the national curriculum and be more flexible
in matching the two systems, give financial support to schools
like they are doing for the Super Global High School (SGH)
program, and ask universities to accept more DP graduates and
offer IB training programs. These intitiatives will help the IB
grow and ultimately, help future business leaders in Japan be
more flexible to succeed in the global economy.
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Two Schools Together : 2016 Sports Day

Theme : Greek Mythology
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Two School Together: 2016 Sports Day

Theme: Greek Mythology

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL REPORT
by Leanne Entwistle, Physical Education specialist

Elementary Sportsday was another successful event this
year. The students had great fun working together in their
teams. The grade 3, 4 and 5s swam in the pool first,
riding on whale sharks, playing water polo and finishing
off with the Sunken Treasure. The Big Splash was very
exciting and congratulations to Kenta Nobe Grade 5 and
Aimi lwamoto Grade 4 for becoming this year's
champions.

= .

The Kinder and Grade 1 and 2s had great fun working
together in the Big Gym, swinging on the ropes, climbing
through obstacles and twisting themselves up in a Twister
relay.

All groups came together on the field for some wonderful
team work activities; carrying water, kicking soccer balls,
hurdling and guiding each other through the obstacle
course.

A huge thank you to the middle school and high school
student volunteers for helping with each activity and to the
parent volunteers who helped with each team. Of course,
also to the wonderful elementary faculty who guided their
teams enthusiastically and expertly.

MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL REPORT
by Bill Kralovec

Health and Sports Day in Japan commemorates the
opening of the 1964 Tokyo Olympics. Since 1966 it has
been a national holiday in Japan and all schools celebrate
the event with a sports day. It is one of the most
anticipated events on the school calendar for the middle
school and high school students. The two schools together
ethos is in full display as students from both schools plan
and participate the many events of the day. The goal of
the day is camaraderie and promoting an active lifestyle.

Congratulations to all the of grade levels and houses for
their enthusiastic participation. The grade 12 team and
middle school “green” team won the high school and
middle school competitions respectively. With the sunny
autumn weather and many families in attendance, it was a
pleasurable and appropriate manner to enjoy sports day.
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Two Schools Together

AISA Volleyball and Tennis Results

Boys volleyball @/ )L
* AISA champions!

Girls volleyball @Z L
*3rd place

Tennis @&

*Boys 4th place
= Girls 3rd place and Sportsmanship Award

* All-tournament team members: Leslie Tokai, Kento Moriguchi, Leo Roberts

* All-tournament team members: Akane Imai, China Mori

* Girls doubles champions: Haruka Ose and Asaki Okamura
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This volleyball season we had over 30 players joining the
team. However, most of the players were fairly new to the
sport. Seniors and juniors who joined last year were only 9 of
us. Only a small part of the team had to pull all team mates to-
gether.

This was only my second year, so I wasn't great this starting
season. Although being one of the four juniors who played last
year, | felt a lot of pressure come down on me to pull the team

Volleyball is definitely a sport that requires the most team
work. In order to cooperate efficiently with the team, you'll
have to understand each players habits, and the only effective
way of learning this is by playing together. Compared to last
year, most of the players had less game experience so all of us
had to learn each other's habits from scratch. This year I played
in both JV and Varsity, and I have noticed that the players got
better and better each time they played together, watching them
play I noticed each of them got to know them more.

Not just within the games but outside the games, in school,
the train ride home and the Trips to the games made us closer
each time. During the talks after the games, many players were
able to express their inner feeling which was also another big
part of getting closer.

I hope next season will be as great as this one. Thanks to the
seniors for leading the team, Ms. Esperanza for always taking
nice photos and for Hirai sensei for coaching the best team!!

. . SENRI & OSAKA VTS
together. The seniors lead the way by showing us how to man- SABERS
agge the team, being on time for [})]raztice andireated the basic INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS R

SABERS ATHLETICS
atmosphere.
WJAA and AISA . MC Perry High School (Iwakuni, Yamaguchi)

Senri and Osaka International Schools of Kwansei
Gakuin is a founding member of two competitive activities
leagues, one domestic and one international.

The domestic league is called the Western Japan Athletics
Association (WJAA) and consists of several schools:

. Canadian Academy (Rokko Island, Kobe)
. EJ King High School (Sasebo, Nagasaki)

. Fukuoka International School

. Hiroshima International School

. Hokkaido International School

. Kansai Christian School (Ikoma, Nara)

. Kyoto International University Academy (Kyota-
nabe, Kyoto)

. Marist Brothers International School (Suma, Kobe)

. Nagoya International School

. Senri & Osaka International Schools of KG
. Sons of the Light School (Takarazuka)

. St. Maur International School (Yokohama)
. Yokohama International School

Our international league is called the Association of
International Schools in Asia (AISA) and consists of five

schools:

. Busan International Foreign School

. Korea International School

. Seoul International School

. Yokohama International School

. Senri and Osaka International Schools of KG
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Tennis @&

Derek Entwistle
Coach, PE

It was with high hopes that we started our final tennis
season at Aqua Tennis Center in late August. Despite the
hot weather tennis proved to be quite popular with many
old, and some new, players making the long journey to
practice. Unfortunately some practices and matches had
to be canceled due to rain and typhoons but we soldiered
on. WJAA proved to be a happy hunting ground and we
gained many trophies including the overall Girls Cham-
pion Team trophy. So it was with some optimism we
headed off to YIS in Tokyo for the AISA tournament. The
tournament was well organized and the weather beautiful
but our tennis was not so beautiful! The standard was a
little above our level and many players struggled against
some high caliber opposition. Students all battled hard,

showed good sportsmanship throughout and came away
having forged deeper ties with their own team mates and
having formed new friendships from the other schools. High- Unfortunately, this was our last tennis season as Aqua courts
lights were winning the Girls Sportswomanship Team award  are closing so it is with heavy hearts we move onto perhaps

and for Haruka Ose and Asaki Okamura who became the Girls ~ some other sport! Let’s hope that some other local courts can be

Doubles Champions and remained undefeated throughout.

Other highlights in-
cluded eating Chinese
food in Motomachi and
playing Basketball and
Frisbee until late in the
school gym. Thanks go
to Ms. Whistle for com-
ing to YIS to chaperone
and sleep on the school
floor for 3 nights.

found in the future. Thanks for a fun season.

Sabers Website A/ \—XD T H Ak

Peter Heimer
SOIS activities director
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Nearly all information about Sabers sports — including
team news, schedules, results, online sign up and permis-
sion forms, handbooks, homestay explanations, photos,
videos, Sabers TV shows — can be found on the Sabers ath-
letics website at sabers.senri.ed.jp. Please bookmark this
site and visit it often.

Sabers TV

http://sabers.senri.ed.jp/sabers-tv.html
"Welcome to another episode of Sabers TV!"

On every other Wednesday morning of each month, Sa-
bers TV is broadcast to all classrooms via SOIS's in-school
television network. (Check out the Sabers TV website
for digital replays of each show.) Student anchors, inter-
viewers, camera operators, and control board technicians
all work together to put on this polished biweekly show
containing updates on Sabers results and interviews with
coaches and players. With the technical expertise of Mr.
Frater and minimal guidance from Mr. Heimer, the students
write, organize, rehearse, promote, produce and broadcast
the show on their own...and have lots of fun doing so. The
students work hard, enjoy much fun and camaraderie, and
provide an informative and entertaining service to the Sa-
bers community.

10
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Two Schools Together

15 People Placed in Suita Triathlon/Aquathlon

Hiroshi Baba

Triathlon/Running Coach

W6/18 ARSIV IS
23% M

All Kwan—Kan Games 3.4km Run at
Kansai University

{Top Finishers of SOIS>

Boys: &2 Ken Taniuchi (SIS10),
Girls: FA%5ZE Mai Nanjo (SIS8)
W7/18BART V7 AOV TABTE
Akashi Aquathlon was held at Okura
beach in Akashi city, Hyogo. 4
students finished Swim 200m and Run
3km.

< Finishers>

AR WAIE Iroha Miyamoto (SIS7),
AT LR Julia Torieda (SIS9), #h,
FH K HE Taiga Ikeda (SIS8), J1[¥a AT Tomoki Kawabata (SISS)
W9/4 REATRANSAF7RAY/FHFAALTISEAE

Suita City Mayor’s Cup Triathlon/Aquathlon

26 people of SOIS finished, 15 people placed in each category.
Gr.7-9 Triathlon: Swim 500m, Bike 10km, Run 2.8km

Gr.10 & Up Triathlon: Swim 750m, Bike 20km, Run 5.6km

Gr.7 & Up: Aquathlon: Swim 500m, Run 2.8km / LDS: Swim 1500m
<Placed>

Triathlon: Gr.7-9 Girls 2nd SEH BL8E Torieda Julia (SIS9),
Boys 1stih [ X Tkeda Taiga (SISS), 2ndpij HH#EAT Maeda Shinki
(SIS8), 3rd > o FRHBERE Sutton Hugo (SIS8), Gr.10 & Up Women
2nd™H [L1wp7> Nakayama Yuka (SIS10), 3rd FIAHZESE Wada
Manami (SIS10)

Aquathlon: Gr.7-9 Girls: 1st [A] [ F ¥ Mukaida Maki (SIS9),
2nd FIHEHE Usui Mayuka (SIS8), 3rdfi H4%25Nakata Salala
(SIS9), Boys: 2nd & F1f% Watanabe Kazuma (SIS8), Gr.10 & Up
Women: 1st B T-%%4 Higashi Chitose (Faculty), 2nd #§ O &3 % £
Hariguchi Nanami (SIS11), Men: 2nd F 35 A\ Baba Yuto (OIS11)
1500m Swim: 2nd FEARKLHE Takine Koki (SIS9), 3rd & A\ Al
Miyamoto Iroha (SIS7)

{Other finishers>

Triathlon: ¥/777 4T Y74— McFadyen Sophie (SIS7), {EF]%
Nin Lisa (SIS8), Boys WEA{fi#= Shimamura Yusuke (SIS7), H
ZZUR B Tanaka Kojiro (SIS8), )11 A Kawabata Tomoki (SISS),
B A Fujito Miki (SIS11), F45 85 Baba Hiroshi (Faculty),
Aquathlon: PN 738 Uchikata Aoi (SIS8), A3k AESH Iwaki Karin
(SIS9), Fxz=— #7 Cheney Tara (Faculty), 1500m Swim: EEB T K
Takebe Akihiro (SIS9)

W9/18 fRED R RE LR ARIC208 S M3 AE

Hattori Ryokuchi Track & Field Meet In total 20 students
participated and 3 students placed.

<Placed> 1500m

Gr7-9 Girlss: 2nd f£F]% Lisa Nin (SIS8) 5:43, Gr.10 & Up
Women: 2nd F1H 2% 32 Manami Wada (SIS10) 6:03, 3rd Ji)4
7 Leola Hara (OIS11) 6:09

<Best record of SOIS> 1500m

Gr7-9 Boys: it [H KHE Taiga lked (SIS8) 5:15, Gr.10 & Up Men:
FE3518 A Yuto Baba (OIS11) 4:53

W10/ 23BEBBRISYUTIEAE

Nose Kogen Marathon was held in northen part of Osaka.

<{Placed>

3km Girls: 3rd f£F]3 Lisa Nin (SIS8), 4th FA3#E Mai Nanjo
(SIS8), 5th A FLfi Julia Torieda (SIS9)

5km Women: 3rd /%42 Miki Fujito (SIS10), 5th FAF#if
Riho Shimomura (SIS11), 6th ¥x=— #% Tara Cheney (Faculty),
5km Men: 6th B35 A\ Yuto Baba (OIS11)
W10/30RELAEIMISYUTITRAEERTEILAE

Nagai Park 10km Race was held in Osaka City.

All 17 participants finished 10km.

<Placed>

Women: 2nd JJiU4Z Leola Hara (OIS11), 3rd fE4% Lisa Nin
(SIS8), 4th FI#k%% Mai Nanjo (SIS8), 5th #7342 Miki Fujito
(SIS10) out of 29

<SOIS Best>

Men: 9th #h H KF Taiga Ikeda (SIS8) out of 45.

<Other Finishers>

s~ 7= Eun Hah (OIS6), ~27 775 (= Y7 (— Sophie
McFadyen (SIS7), #& & Kei Fukushima (SIS8), JEET1E
Kazuma Watanabe (SIS8), )3 A4 Tomoki Kawabata (SIS8), JI|
F1==17 Nicola Kawawa (SIS8), [t H J7 ## Maki Mukaida (SIS9), KX
WHAZR Ami Osaka (SIS9), MNA%ESZHE: Natsu Katoh (SIS9), A AE
&% Karin Iwaki (SIS9), A48 B R Julia Torieda (SIS9), fE 51 5
Hiroshi Baba (Faculty)
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Two Schools Together

JEAR R84 B

Rodney Ray

SIS English
The following students have reported results on the Society for Testing English Proficiency's (STEP) Test in Practical English
Proficiency (Eiken). VERY many people reported results this time; special congratulations to the many students who passed Level

1, the highest level offered. Good job everybody!

A note about reporting results: some of the results reported since the last Interculture are a little bit "old"; remember, if you take
the Eiken, be sure to report your results to Iihara-san in the Business Office.

Grade Student Name
Lk (Level 1)
10 Nakayama, Yuka
10 Fukuda, Nanako
10 Horai, Arina
10 Gazzard, Tye Kohei
11 Igarashi, Risa
12 Benfield, Leona
12 Ito, Sonia
12 Morimoto, Keita
#EL% (Level P1)
11 Iwado, Akane
11 Nitta, Shunji
11 Takahashi, Mona
12 Ikesu-Ling, Luca
12 Kozu, Miri
12 Iwazawa, Shimon

12 Okada, Konami
12 Okuda, Katsuya
12 Fukuda, Kei
12 Isotake, Hitonari
12 Kurosaki, Rio
12 Sakata, Takuto
12 Ito, Mari
12 Miyake, Taisei
12 Takasu, Risa

2% (Level 2)
9 Yamamoto, Yasuaki
9 Sasaki, Keita
10 Okamoto, Naoya
10 Hamanaka, Shion
10 Tanaka, Taiga
10 Tano, Honoka
12 Imai, Akane

12 Nakasuji, Rioko

12 Nishizawa, Susumu

12 Oda, Ikuko

12 Hariu, Rina

12 Kameda, Ruka

12 Kiyohiro, Kazuma

12 Yasuoka, Kasane

12 Adachi, Yui

12 Anzai, Myuji

12 Hayashi, Takuma

12 Mori, China

12 Noomo, Kazuki

12 Yomogida, Naoki
HEDHK (Level P2)

12 Moriguchi, Mizuki

year program.

IBDP Visual Art Exhibit Trip

Grade 11 and 12 IB Visual Arts students paid a visit to the
Osaka Municipal Museum of Fine Arts on September 23,
2016 to view the Detroit Institute of Arts exhibition. They
got to see some iconic works of van Gogh, Picasso and oth-
er impressionist and expressionist artists. This is part of the
requirements of the IB Visual Arts course as they prepare
for their own individual exhibitions at the end of the two-

12
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Two Schools Together World Scholar’s Cup

World Scholar’ s Cup #/tHHR K&
réTd7o—/\ILARER )

BRI G AIR Y7 477)
SISS4E

PWAA !

ZOWGEFIZBINE 2B N A>TV HWorld
Scholars Cup ®~AI DT L 3B (4 Bl
Jerry) DIGEFR T, S TSME RGN, 2
DX & BT 528> TWSCIZB LT
FERENFEE ERSTEET,

5507 [E - 3500 N LA LD & ARSI S
World Scholars Cup&id, Aiib > TH 2 b= T—
TIZOWTHEEL, o m# A LU T D420
BH T EI =T A NRDO KRS T, 5EDS
= LT RERBER 2L, 6H 16 H2*530H
2T TS Sras TIThVELT,

4 DOFEITLL T DY TY,

1) Team Debate (DM ZIZOWTHESRT2)

2) Collaborative Writing(FF— LA N—TZNENRILT—~D
VEcEE)

3) Scholars Challenge(5- 256727 — <2 DOV TDSRT A -
120fH)

4) Scholars Bowl(ZA XX, A7V — NI CTlREEZ 7V —T
[BZ35)

L, ZRHOBHZ B COANARIEE DN, R LIZE
BNET, FrlTdebateZTHZET, HAOERERE 2 LW R
RICNWZEZRITSENFERDINTRVELT, ZHUTB 5D B & A&
IECHRETAZENTEEL, LRI ARTCTLR DD N
TP o7=D T, debateRAE —F A CLI=2Y, WSCIZE AL,
TR EADFERHHEEITOIZET, ABITLRRBZ LXK LT
BIEBAEFN, 5 TIE, ETHHFEITRVEL,

World Scholars Cup (ZId SR HFSLSMEREF->TNT, 72
SSADNEFEEL TR B2 TNEET, KReHidiEd EHo A
LHEICBF LD BEIONSATHITRDTENREND,
FIZEGENTEET, REDBEL THLDScavenger Hunt(F
PELT — 20D X575 )R Cultural Fair(CC{BAZHE4)., Scholars

Ball(# v A\—F 4 =)0 | B LIS Ch kR 2 7228 TR OB
HVET, BHAAL, BRD N, ToE 2, B D& AELP R
KBRVELTZ, ZOLTAZTMITED | 3Ube N, g0 )7, 3
BB ZNETHBRD T2 DFLN (L2 1EdD
MY ZIZDONTORE ROMESEm DL 732 8) 37T L FL
IR ELTZ,

ZFLTHH>—2>DWorld Scholars Cup®HL AL, BINEEE
DHHRDAREDZAAYR, TANHT DN ELTT, BINE
WX AIRT N EBE ARG T20, — IS0, 22Tl
AIRT NS T T &I S OEE T L COVEL T,

Worlds Scholars Cup TILH N E ETRHRUTZZEDRNTIH72
Sk RBLEESNET, B AFLH LN L2 T
HIENTE, AOEEGHEHLDTHIENTELNELILE
HA, FINETHG DA LT TEZLOIR T L LD
HOTEFEEE B LNVEY A, TNTH, <ESADED
NERZTRL, BENEIDIE, —EDOFEMNT 0Dl BNET,

BHISAHKEED WSC~ZIL TIPWAAL L T—##IZ 1)
O, 7= U i JARBR L C A g A,

(Englis follows next page)

New Faculty 787

Kazuya Sakanaka is teaching PYP Japanese language.
Sakanaka-sensei comes to us from the Nishimachi Interna-
tional School in Tokyo. He has also taught at the Interna-
tional School of Bangkok and in Australia. He has under-
graduate degrees from Himeji Dokkyo University, Monash
University (Melbourne) and a Master’s degree from the
University of Melbourne. He is a certified teacher in both
Japan and Victoria, Australia.

Kazuya reflected on his start at OIS,

“When I read the mission statement of OIS, I realize that

the perfect match of the direction
that I want to proceed as an educa-
tor. I feel privileged and honored
to be part of the team to venture
the journey to the ultimate goal of

the teaching and learning. I would
like my students to actively pursue
knowledge which will lead to the
pursuit of truth in life, allowing
them to live to their potential.”
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World Scholar's Cupin Thai “Global Experience”
Satoi Akeda (translated by Sophia Smith)
SIS Gr.8

PWAA!

This is the sound that all of the scholars are familiar with.
It is the sound that an Alpaca, which is the general mascot for
the competition. The feeling of excitement begins to build up
as soon as all of the scholars call out, “PWAA!” at the opening
ceremony.

The World Scholars Cup begins at the regional rounds, and
moved on the global round, where over 3500 students from
over 50 different countries take part. For this competition,
students study topics that have been chosen by the committee,
and use the knowledge they have acquired in 4 different events.
This global round this year, was held in Bangkok, Thailand, for
a duration of 5 days, from June 16 to 21.

The 4 events are as below:

1) Team Debate — two teams debate against one another on a
topic related to the research)

2) Collaborative Writing — writing an essay about the topic
given to you, and discussing ideas with your teammates.

3) Scholars Challenge — a multiple choice test that test your
knowledge on the given topics, with only 1 hour to finish 120
questions.

4) Scholars Bowl - a multiple choice quiz, where you use a
clicker to submit your answers

Throughout these events, I learned many things, and also
grew as a person. I feel that I grew especially in debate, and 1
can now better put my ideas into words, and state them clearly
and confidently. This skill is already helping me in my daily
life. I now feel more confident and comfortable when mak-
ing presentations at school, and although I disliked debate, I
have grown to care for it as a sport. Another thing that I had the

SOIS MS Student Council Elections

On June 6", we successfully held the middle school
student council elections for both SIS and OIS.
The newly elected members will be taking over the
official responsibilities of student council by August
2016, but are already busy planning for the events in
the coming school year.

chance to learn was that taking risks, although scary, is an im-
portant part of life. For example, prior to participating in debate
the idea of publicly speaking against another person was fright-
ening. However by experiencing debate, it was possible for me
to find out how much I should be polite in a debate, which is
actually normal adult behavior.

Because there are people from all over the world competing
in The World Scholars Cup, it was possible for us to communi-
cate with people from other countries, and cultures. The com-
munication was easy, for we eat and travel with so many people
from so many different places. The Scavenger Hunt, which
The World Scholars Cup plans for us, the Cultural Fair, and
the Scholars Ball are excellent chances for mingling outside
the heat of the competition. With these interactions between
cultures came the chance to learn things that we never knew,
like how people from other countries studied, or their different
customs.

One of the most enjoyable parts of The World Scholars Cup
are the stuffed Alpacas. All participants in the competition re-
ceive their own Alpaca. Alpaca colours are fun, and range from
green to wine red. Everyone enjoys them, taking photos with
them, hugging them whilst sleeping, and the fun with the heard
of Alpacas on the airplanes evidences the enjoyment.

I was positively overwhelmed by the number of different
ways people saw the world. On top of learning new things, I
was also able to find things that I was good at. The wealth of
knowledge I have built is comforting, but also uneasy about
how fast it all went by. However, the relationships I built, the
competition, the studying, they are all memories that I will
cherish forever.

Why don’t you compete next year, and experience a global
world while cheering the sound “PWAA!”?

(HAZFEHTN—2)

01°

Position: OIS SIS __
President: Minami Matsushima Karin Tomiyama 51 5
Vice President: ~ Malka Bobrove Shinki Maeda

Secretary: Ouka Maeda Aoi Okita

Treasurer: Emily Yoo Satoi Akeda

Translator: Ami Yamamoto Sophia Smith

Congress Chair: TBA
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Two Schools Together K-12 All School Art Exhibition

David Myers
SOIS visual art teacher

This was the second year of the SOIS school wide art exhibition, and it was even larger scale than last year.
There was much more art, and a much wider display of materials and students’ efforts. In addition we enjoyed
hosting visiting artists who shared their ideas and artworks with parents and students in the school’s genkan.
Alongside the show, at the opening ceremony, the choir sang in the courtyard, and the breakdancing club
showed us their moves. This very festive atmosphere was supported by fun children's art activities in the
elementary section of the school.

A~

This year our theme was 'Memories,' taking with it the idea that artworks inspire
memories in the viewer and how art is an important way for students to record
precious moments and ideas.

* This art exhibition is an opportunity for students to show the school community what
we are capable of. The talent and creativity visible was quite impressive and reveals
just how unique our school can be. Everyone should be proud of the work that is on
display. This year we had a new event, the awarding of the 2016 Mission Art Awards
which we hope will inspire artistic achievement.

The first was the Creativity Award given to Daizen Suzuki Grade 12 SIS. The second
was the Open Minded Award given to three elementary students, Mary Yang , Karni
Boock, and Chae Yoon Kan. The third was the Risk Taker Award given to Moe
Hayashi Grade 11 OIS. In these three artworks we can find the core values our
school endeavors to bestow upon its students.

Mary Yang, Kal;n ock, :
Daizen Suzuki (SIS G12) Chae Yoon (OIS G4) Moe Hayashi (OIS G11)

On top of these awards, we had our silent auction, which continued through to the end of the exhibition. A
small selection of elementary school collaborative assignments were available for purchase, with funds raised
going to Kumamoto. Next year the silent auction will be even larger, allowing parents and other interested
parties wanting to get in on the ground floor with new upcoming artists, an opportunity to purchase a wide
variety of artworks from K-12.

We hope that next year's exhibition will be every bit as wonderful as this one, and hope everyone can attend.
If you have any suggestions for a theme, please let one of our art department teachers know.
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It was an amazing experience for us to visit Koya-san. We not
only learned deeply about Japan and the Buddhist religion, the
people we met there had a great impact on us. For instance, we
met a monk at a Burmese memorial during our time there. We
were just looking around in a dark hallway famous for being
slightly creepy. The monk came to us and spoke to us all about
being grateful to our parents and the people who help us move
forward in our lives. He also stressed the importance of being
grateful to the people who make our food. If you think about it,
it is not anything new, and it is something we have been taught
since day one of our lives. Unfortunately we are very forgetful
and tend to not think about how the food on our plates is grown,
killed, and delivered. Through him, we also learned about the
significance of the famous corridor. When one student came
back from the hallway, the monk told her “Happy birthday!” as
the rest of us stood there, puzzled. Apparently, the tunnel sym-
bolized a mother’s womb; by walking through it, we are able
to leave all the sinful thoughts and unimportant worries there,
starting our lives freshly as if we were born that day.

We saw various architectural wonders there as well. As most
of them are temples, most of them symbolized an idea or phi-
losophy. It was interesting to hear the explanation for the spaces
which were beautifully adorned with vibrant colors and golden
foils. It was unbelievably beautiful for 1000 year old archi-
tecture. We learned that in Koya-san, literally everything has
a meaning and a reason to be there. It sort of made us think of
ourselves as well, about meanings and missions.

As I mentioned before, the people in Koya-san were amaz-
ing. The temple we stayed at,

Eko-in, employed many young monks, who were (in many
ways) different from those we expected. That alone made the
trip a lot more worthwhile. We had the chance to speak about
wide-ranging topics from food to sports to their love lives.
Those monks taught us how to meditate as well. As students,
we are constantly pressured by our teachers and parents to do

well at school, which can be a major source of our stress. By
learning how to meditate, we were more or less able to relieve
that stress and engage in the different activities with clearer
minds. Meditation can still be used in our daily lives as well;
when we are overworked with assignments, this process of
meditating can help us not only clear our minds, but it can also
help us think from a different perspective. The trip to Koya-san
was worthwhile from start to finish, and I am extremely pleased
to have been part of this program.
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ois Class of 2016 Graduation

Kurt Mecklem
OIS Principal

One thing I have always liked about this school is the fact that the
students take such an active role in planning their own events. For
example, Sports Day and the Student Festival are planned and or-
ganized by the students. This is important because developing these
types of activities lead to important learning that takes place outside
of the curriculum. While in the case of graduation, there is more
teacher involvement, it is another event that involves a lot of student
planning and organization. The graduates determine the order of
events, plan the program and invitations, write their own speeches
and invite the guest speaker. While grade 12 does the planning, the
grade 11 students do a lot of the actual work leading up to the ceremony. They set up the theater, arrange the flowers, decorate the
third floor conference room and the courtyard and serve the food at the receptions. It makes the ceremony here unique compared
to other schools I’ve taught in or attended as a student. Whenever you turn so much responsibility over to the students, you open
yourself up to the possibility of mistakes but in the long run, the students gain more from the experience than they would if it were
simply planned for them.

I would like to congratulate the graduates and their parents for successfully completing high school and wish them the best of
luck in the future. I would also like to thank the grade 11 parents for organizing the food and drinks at the reception. It was quite a
success. Finally, I would like to thank the grade 11 students and their teachers for all of the work they put into making it a success-
ful event.
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Student Results Data

H B Class of 2016 Profile

Sixteen  (16) seniors representing ten B College Matriculations 2010-2016
countries make up the class of 2016. Ten

(10) seniors claim English as their first
language, but students are also fluent in
their mother tongue (Japanese, Korean,
Chinese, and Filipino)

USA

Babson College, Massachusetts
Barnard College, Columbia
Berklee College of Music
Brigham Young University, Hawaii

Graduation Requirements

Boston University English 4 credits
California State Polytechnic University Humanities 3 credits
Carnegie Mellon Sciences 3 credits

Chapman University, California

College of the Holy Cross, Massachusetts Mathematics 3 Cred!ts
Duke University Language B 3 credits
Earlham College, Indiana Music 1 credit
Elon University,'Nort'h Ca'rol'in'a Art 1 credit
B IBDP Results (qu 201 6) Marymount University, Virginia . Technology 1 credit
New England Conservatory of Music Physical Ed fi H th 2 dit
IB Diploma results for the class of 2016: New York University ysical Education/Hea credits
15 seniors pursued the IB Diploma, and 5 of Occidental College Theory of Knowledge 1 credit
those received Bilingual diplomas. The OI$ I ©hio Northern University Electives 2 credits
Diploma pass rate was 93%, with the grc‘f}ge C_"““f"”fege Total: 24 credits
average IB Diploma score of 33. The highest 9<"c University or Jregon
oint awarded fo a candidate was 40 Pitzer College, California it = i
P : Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, NY 1 credit = 1 academic year of study
Rollins College, Florida
San Diego State University *All students must complete the
o of ?Te‘:}ili”&‘;ewrse”r\glg Egnwnz;c;(nsigm) Stony Brook extended essay as well as satisfy the
Subject Students Averoge University of Buffalo, SUNY CAS (Creativity, Action, Service)
oIS World University of California, Berkeley requirements of the IBDP.
N University of California, Irvine
Subject Group 1 University of California, Los Angeles
English A HL 13 5.54 5.06 University of lllinois
- University of La Verne
English A SL 2 5.00 5.18 University of Oregon
Japanese A HL 1 6.00 5.90 University of Pennsylvania
University of San Diego SAT (201 3-201 6) Old SAT
Japanese A SL 4 6.50 551 University of San Francisco
Subject Group 2 University of Southern California Stodent
University of the Pacific Subject ueenis Average
Tested
Japanese AB SL 1 7.00 5.00 University of Utah i
Japanese B HL 3 7.00 6.25 Vanderbilt University, Tennessee Critical Reading 70 537
Wesleyan University, Connecticut Mathematics 70 425
Japanese B SL 5 660 512 Whitman College, Washington
Spanish Ab SL 2 600 | 5.0 Writing 70 554
N United Kingdom/Europe Subiect— Physics 7 710
Subject Group 3 Erasmus University, Rotterdam School of Management ! 4
History Asia/Oce HL 4 5.75 515 Instituto Marangoni, Milano Fashion School Subject—Biology (E) 3 673
- Kingston University R T
Economics HL 8 5.00 513 University College London, School of European Languages Subject - Biology (M) 3 635
Economics SL 3 533 4.65 University of Birmingham Subject - Chemistry 4 630
University of Bristol E
Subject Group 4 University of Nottingham Subject - Math 1 6 720
Biology HL 3 4.67 4.32 University of Sheffield Subject—Math 2 14 710
Biology SL 9 4.33 4.25 Canada Subject - Literature 5 652
Chemistry HL 4 4.05 4.48 McGill University Subject—Japanese 6 786
University of British Columbia N N
Chemistry SL 2 5.00 3.93 University of Toronto Subject - Chinese 2 785
Physics HL 1 7.00 4.62 York University, Glendon
Physics SL 2 5.00 4,05 Asia/Australia
Subject Group 5 Ateneo de Manila University Japan
- Australian National University Aoyama University
Mathematics HL 1 6.00 4.46 Chengdu University Doshisha University
Mathematics SL 8 538 4.38 Hong Kong University of Science and Technology International Christian University
- Monash University, Malaysia Keio University, PEARL Program
Math. Studies 6 5.00 4.41 Lahore University of Management Sciences, Kwansei Gakuin University
Subject Group 6 Pakistan Nagoya University
- Pakistan Institute of Fashion Design Osaka University
Music HL | 4.00 4.48 Seoul National University College of Engineering Ritsumeikan University
Visual.Arts HL 7 4.86 4.79 University of Melbourne Sophia University
University of the Philippines Waseda University

33



INTERCULTURE FALL 2016 No.147

os "Beyond 2020" OIS Students Noh Theatre

Bill Kralovec
OIS Head

Twenty-two OIS elementary
and middle school students per-
formed the Noh play, “The Fairy
of Water” with actors from the
Yamamoto Noh Theatre of Osaka.
Hundreds of people watched the
performance at the Grand Front
Osaka mall on the evening of Fri-
day, November 4. It was a unique
cultural and artistic experience for
the students and their parents.

Noh is a major form of classi-
cal musical drama of Japan dating
back to the 1300s. It is the oldest
major theatre art still performed
regularly today. Our students were
invited to perform with the troupe as part of wider movement in
Japan to expose foreigners to Japanese culture in anticipation
of the Tokyo 2020 Olympics. It is also an opportunity to make
noh more accessible to younger audiences and international
theatre goers. The play was well attended, with over 300 people
in attendance as well as shoppers and commuters in Grand
Front enjoying the performance. Well-known kyogen and film
actor Mansai Nomura welcomed everyone to the play.

Yamamoto Nohgakudo is the oldest Noh theatre in Osaka.
They are known for bringing noh to a wider audience. The
Chief Cabinet of Olympic and Para-olympic promotion head-
quarters funded this project. “The Fairy of the Water” was first
performed in 2009 and this was the 16th performance of the
play in Japan and abroad. The children played international
birds that come to help clean the polluted waters of Osaka. As a
result, the water deity comes back to the Yodo river and blesses
the whole city with long life and healthy. One of the goals of
the play is to build awareness for water resource preservation in

34

TP
i

hopes for world peace and prosperity.

It is mesmerizing to watch a noh play. Musical tastes have
changed in the past 800 years and hearing the drums and chorus
of noh is like going back in a time machine. The voices of the
the actors, chorus and band are deep, strained grunts and low-
toned song. Every movement of the actors has meaning and
the complex vocals along with masks and costumes, make for
subtle movements that need some effort of a modern audience
to appreciate. The discipline of execution from the professional
actors of Yamamoto was amazing to watch.

OIS students were smartly integrated into the play. They
brought a lightness and comedic relief to a mostly intense play.
The students had a chance to talk about water in their countries,
ranging from the Oregon coast, to the Arabian Gulf to water-
falls in Bolivia. The children also made their own costumes
with the help of Yamamoto choreographers.

NHK World also was filming a story about the international
students learning the art of noh and they spent several days with
the students at rehearsals and interviewing parents after the per-
formance. It is scheduled to air later next week.

OIS would like to thank everyone who made the event pos-
sible, especially OIS parent Chizuko Bobrove, who facilitated
the rehearsals and served as a liaison between the theatre group
and the school. OIS would also like to thank the Yamamoto No-
hgakudo and the Tokyo olympic promotion board.
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