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My Day as a Tenth Grader

Bill Kralovec
OIS Head

I was inspired to follow the students for a day by a blog post
I read in the Washington Post. Alexis Wiggins taught in inter-
national schools in Malaysia and Qatar and is the daughter of
well-known educational consultant, Grant Wiggins. She shad-
owed a grade 10 class for one entire day and a grade 12 class the
next day, completing the same work and participating in all ac-
tivities and she blogged about it on her father’s website. It was
picked up by the Washington Post and read around the world.
After her experience, she concluded the following:

> students sit all day long which is exhausting;

> teachers did most of the talking and were more active than
the students, who were passive listeners;

> she felt the students were treated as a nuisance, and were
told to be quiet and pay attention often;

> Alexis also noticed some sarcasm used teachers and she
felt guilty of this too at times and wanted it eliminated from
schools.

After my day with the students, I reached different conclu-
sions than she did. Perhaps it was the particular day or time of
the year. Maybe it was our IB curriculum. I am not judging her
schools, because her points are valid and there is some of that at
every school, including our school. However, my day went by
fast! As the head of school, I am removed from the classroom,
working on projects and issues not directly involved in the
daily life of the students and teachers. It was so good for me to
get back in touch with the students and teachers and get an ap-
preciation of what their days are like. I think it would be good
for them to follow me around for a day to see it from my per-
spective as well!

The grade 10 schedule on that day was Japanese, humanities,
chemistry, lunch, mathematics, visual arts and music or physi-
cal education. Here are my takeaways from the day:

1. Students were mostly working independently on projects
or assignments. Teachers briefly introduced topics at the start
of class and spent a lot of time going around the classroom,
meeting with individual students. They would occasionally
call the class’s attention to explain an idea or solve a problem.
Most of the time, students could get on with their work like in
an office environment. This allows for much differentiation,
and as in any class, students have a wide range of ability and
interests. Example — In humanities they were preparing for the
upcoming Model United Nations and each student was working
on a 30-second opening speech to the general assembly and a
thorough, detailed report on a country they chose and were rep-
resenting at the conference. Students could choose from topics
like universal education, the death penalty, doping in sports,
poaching/ivory trade, etc. One student was looking up the verb
“to hinge” while simultaneously, another student was reading
a Fiji government report on education funding. That was much

better than the entire class listen-
ing to a lecture each of the topics.

2. Students are not only learn-
ers, but teachers as well! There
were so many instances of stu-
dents helping each other. I over-
head a discussion between stu-
dents on the role of Boko Haran
in Nigeria, or listening to another
student explaining how to calcu-

late the molar mass of a complex
compound to her neighbor in
chemistry. You really learn something well when you have to
explain it to someone else. All of us at OIS, students, teachers
and parents are both learners and teachers.

3. Classroom management is easier at OIS than other parts
of the world. Teachers rarely had to deal with disruptive or off-
task behavior. The students largely were trying their best and
engaged in the material. I thought in mathematics class, with a
worksheet of a large number problems of increasing difficulty,
that students’ attention would wander. I didn’t notice this and
they were asking lots of questions to Mr. Bertman and each
other and moving through the set at a good pace. We do have
mischievous, restless students, especially in elementary and
the challenging time of early adolescence, middle school, but
I didn’t see a single instance of annoyance or anger from a fac-
ulty member. Of course, my presence may have influenced the
students, but not for an entire day. I sense that students in Japan,
our school included, are not as rebellious and have a deeper
respect for teachers and education. The challenge with many
of our classes is to solicit strong opinions and innovative ideas,
especially during class discussions. I worked in Latin America,
Australia, Eastern Europe and the United States, so have expe-
rience of students from a variety of backgrounds.

4. The fine arts are more important than traditional academic
classes. Well, maybe not more important, but as important.
Finishing the day sketching a still life object with charcoal and
singing in the choir were so pleasurable to me. The arts make
us more human and it is so nice, because of our shared pro-
gram, music and visual arts are central to our identity and all
students enroll in these classes. I regret not taking an art class
after grade 9 and not playing a musical instrument in second-
ary school. My commitment to supporting music, visual arts,
theatre, dance, physical education was reinforced through this
experience. Mathematics, writing, reading, understanding his-
tory, speaking other languages, etc. are all important, but often
in schools the fine arts are subordinated to these core subjects.
They should be on equal footing.

I would like to thank the grade 10 students and teachers for
putting up with me for the day.
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Two Schools Together

Book and Lyrics by Howard A

Music by Alan Menke
Based on the film by Roger Corman
Screenplay by Charles Griffiths

Thursday Feb. 16th 4:30

Friday Feb. 17th 6:00
Saturday-Feb. 18th 2:00
Saturday Feb. 18th 6:00
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The cast and crew were hard at work preparing for this year’s All School Production of The Little Shop of Horrors. This horror
comedy rock musical introduces us to our unlikely hero, Seymour Krelborn, a florist on Skid Row who is fascinated by plants. He
discovers a rare species and raises it on a special, secret diet. But all is not as it seems; the plant had sinister powers and plans of its
own. Will it succeed in them?
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ATAFY  ANR  GAST

Allen Morimoto SIS12

Karin Suenaga SIS12

Hinako Kawata SIS11

Curtis Noguchi OIS8 (Voice)
Arina Horai SIS10 (Body)
Sean Matsuura SIS 12 (Body)
Rena Kawasaki 0IS6 (Puppet)
Kosuke Yonenaga SIS12
Kentaro Kubo SIS12
KosukeYonenaga SIS12
Curtis Noguchi OIS8

Kentaro Kubo SIS12

Kentaro Kubo SIS12

Kosuke Yonenaga SIS12

Student Director Mia Lewis OIS11
Stage Manager Mia Lewis OIS11
Assistant
Stage Manager Ouka Maeda OIS8
Producer Ms Frances Namba
Choreography Ms Chitose Sao Piano Mr Daniel Ligon
Vocal Director Mr Daniel Ligon
Rehearsal Pianist Mr Daniel Ligon poyboards A s
Saxophone Noah Izumi OIS9
Baritone
Saxophone Tyus Sheriff OIS9
Clarinet/
Bass Clarinet Maimi Nagae SIS12
Flute Kano Hashida SIS12
Misa Morikawa, SIS12
Trumpet Takuma Hayashi SIS12
Rina Yukino SIS10
Bass Halyard Freyder OIS10
Drums Silojuan Silva OIS12
u.ssion Ex&y Yoo OIS?
,,dv/Iusmal Dlrecto Mr .E & - i :
¥

WIGHTS

Supervisor : Ms Nakae Osako

Kimi Sakai SIS11

Mona Takahashi SIS11

Mii Yamauchi SIS11

Natsumi Kato SIS11

Rina Kawarmura OIS 11 “Am

Kaguma Shinonara 0158 Supervisor : Ms Melissa Lamug

Hyon Joo Chang OIS8 Hana Elise Gostelow OIS11  Ayana Nakamura SIS12
Karen Nakajima SIS11 Risa Hiroi SIS12

Asami Matsui SIS12 Tokine Kyuhara SIS12
m Konami Okada SIS12 Rina Fujiwara SIS12

Naoki Yomogida SIS12
Mio Okuda SIS12
Natsurni Takeda SIS10
Kazuki Morita SIS10
Chisato Suga SIS10

4 "
Supervisor : Mr Emerson David Myers
Supported by : Ms Espe Garces, Ms Jennifer Henbest

Nao Oji SIS12

Mio Shimada, SIS12 Kaho Fujihira SIS12

Elena Benfield SIS11 Anna Kim OIS11

Mr Masafumi Toyoshima, Nicole Yoo OIS11 Yuka Nakayama SIS10

Mr Steve Lewis Nanako Fukuda SIS10 Yuki Kusanagi SISO

Yu Takahashi SIS9 Miki Kato SIS9

Oliver Kralovec OIS5  Kia Konishi-Attwood 0IS4

Gunjan Rajpurochit 0IS4 Moa Waahlin 0IS4

Super’ms oD : MS Hirono Aoyama, Emily Sirkit OIS4 Maya Kobayashi OIS3

el Yuuka Ogawa OIS3 Ellen Tanabe OIS3

Mio Kgdama SIS Clara Ciari OIS3 Retaj Sulaimani OIS3

Amy Skerly 0IS10 Grace Gong OIS3 Ocean Kralovec OIS3
Sho Sakura, OIS10

Ray Shindo SIS10

Rikuto Hong 0IS3

POUBLEEA

Audrey
Seymour
Mushnik
Chiffon
Ronnette
Bernstein
Snip
Chorus

Thursday r'eb 16th
Saturday Feb 18th (18:00)

Yuki Sutton OIS11

Keigo Mikawa, SIS12

Sakyo Hara SIS12
Tamami Komiyama SIS10
Malka Bobrove 0IS8
Jonathon Kwok OIS12
Jonathon Kwok 0IS12
Mana Okumura, SIS9
Nana Mitsuoka, SIS7
Rena Kawasaki OIS6
Yurina Fujii SIS?
Fumika Nakayama SIS12
Risa Matoba SIS12

Friday Feb 17th
Saturday Feb 18th (14:00)

Ray Shindo SIS10

Yuto Baba, OIS11
Jonathon Kwok OIS12
Monami Noguchi SIS10
Sana Konishi-Attwood 0IS8
Sakyo Hara SIS12
Sakyo Hara SIS12
Caitlin Gazzard SIS9

Bo Min Kim 0IS8
Kanon Isogai SIS10
Anna Ushihara SIS7
Fumina Nakamae SIS11
Misaki Inokuchi SIS11

Alona Boock OIS3
Maya Kobayashi OIS3
Ocean Kralovec OIS3
Rikuto Hong OIS3
Yuuka Ogawa, OIS3
Karina Oyama 0IS4
Lucas Menezes 0IS4
Misaki Imoto 0IS4
Nana Hara OIS4
Ryoto Miyake 0IS4
Sofia Watanabe 0IS4
Karni Boock 0IS5
Kevin Jung 0IS5
Mary Yang OIS5
Keito Bortesi OIS5
Mia Sawamoto OIS5
Nico Ishiuchi-Ray OIS5
Oliver Kralovec OIS5

Ms Soojin Lee Ms Kaori Nawa,

Ms Mariah Tsubaki Ms Edna Nagasaka
Ms Yurie Jones Ms Yukiko Sawamoto
Ms Rie Kurehara Ms Rika Hayashi

Ms Yasuko Kobayashi Ms Sayaka Ogawa,
Ms Satoko Tanabe Ms Kaoru Iwamoto
VSHERS

Yuki Sutton OIS11

Ray Shindo SIS10

Keigo Mikawa SIS12

‘Yuto Baba OIS11

Hiroto Ogoshi SIS12

Supervisor : Ms Dawn

Elina Jones OIS3

Ellen Tanabe OIS3

Grace Gong OIS3

Mary Wang OIS3

Yuuka Iwamoto OIS3
Aimi Iwamoto OIS4

Emily Sirkit Kurehara OIS4
Kia Konishi-Attwood 0IS4
Riko Hayashi OIS4

Ruho Lee 0IS4

Chiharu Nagasaka OIS5
Ethan Jones 0IS5

Irene Wang OIS5

Kenta Nobe 0IS5

Mira Nawa OISS

Noah Tsubaki OIS5

Sena Onaka OIS5

FLEMENTARY

LIAISON

Ms Kaeko Yamakawa,
Ms Rika Kawasaki
Ms Soqjin Lee

Ms Sunhee Lee

Ms Yasuko Kobayashi

Ms Rie Ishiuchi-Ray
Ms Chunyan Wang
Ms Sunhee Lee

Ms Rumi Hara
Ms Nastuko Konishi-Attwood
Ms Takako Hong

mm HANPLING

Ms Ritsu Takada
Ms Keiko Tanimura




Little Shop of Horrors set out an array of
exciting challenges for the Set and Props Design =
Team this year. There was so much to build. A ==~
run down Osaka city backdrop. A traditional 5
Japanese shop, the kind owned by generations
of florists. Finally, an exceptionally terrifying
dentist’s office, a frightful sight for comedy. Our
team used a variety of stage and movie production
techniques. Every surface is wood covered in foam
made to look like familiar apartment building tile,
cold concrete, rusted metal, or peeling paint.

We want the most realistic, detailed, and
imaginative set to immerse the audience in the
illusion, as well as place our cast in an environment -,
that inspires them to perform their best. As it
turned out, we struggled to match the talent these
students possess.

THE MONSTER

The monster presented a whole other challenge.
The script called for something that could increase
in size, sing, dance, talk, and eat people whole. No
small task.

Eative - The monster’s head needed to be
constructed out of aluminum in order to be strong ¥ 4=
enough to eat the entire cast. :

Dancive - Its body needed to be lightweight, §
but yet strong enough to allow students to pass "
through its mouth. This was achieved by building a
counterweight and steel tripod support structure
so the monster could float above the ground.

Heie W (o

o M

i i

Smeine anp Tarkme. - Through a series of pulleys, |
this monster had moving lips, and the ability to
smile in the corners of his mouth. We wanted to
add more personality than just a mouth opening ¥
and closing.

How It Was Done

We wanted to use the same methods aprofessional N
team would use. The skin for the head and body
started with creating a clay model. A plaster mold
was then made of that model. Inside the mold we

coated a thin layer of latex. Stuck to the latex was _o—uo. -
a layer of expanding, flexible foam. What we ended .,' & w E

up with was a large, light weight body that could be .. " |
painted. Using a variety of sprayers and brushes i
we added the final coats of paint and details.

E WAPE TO SEE YOY AFTER THE SH
V3o A PHATA WITH THE WoNsTeR, [0

Mg. MyErs anp te SET/PRoPS TEAM Sl
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Two Schools Together

Sabers Update

Peter Heimer

Activities Director

Sabers Athletics Website

http://sabers.senri.ed.jp

Sabers Athletics Facebook Page

https://www.facebook.com/groups/SabersAthletics/

SABERS GIRLS 2"°, BOYS 37", MATH MANIA TEAM 3P

Thirty Sabers students participated in four AISA events in
Osaka, Yokohama, and Seoul, February 2-5, 2017.
Congratulations to all Sabers basketball players,
mathematicians, and student leaders, and a big thank
you to the coaches.

AISA math mania and leadership

Ten SOIS students traveled to Korea International School
(KIS) in South Korea to participate in two AISA events: a
math mania competition and a student leadership
conference. Six Sabers “mathletes” — Nanami Hariguchi,
Rina Kawamura, Kaya Frese, Takuma Notsu, Yumiko
Tajiri, and Ella Jiang — competed against math students
from the other four AISA schools.

AISA math mania team

Also, four SOIS
student council : Vv 4

members - i”“» s 7
iennr:fjerKﬁiAr:’ne:\?rsuf l AISA leadership feam
Mukaiyama, and

Miki Fujito — took part in a collaborative conference in
which they explored international leadership issues and
shared common student leadership experiences with their
AISA counterparts. These were great events for our
students. Special thanks to the teachers who prepared
the students — Mr. Bertman, Mr. Welburn, Mr. Sheriff, and
Baba-sensei — and to Mr. Bertman and Mr. Welburn for
chaperoning.

AISA baskethall, girls

Coach Sagara and Coach Hirai and the Sabers girls
basketball team competed in the annual AISA basketball
championship tournament at Yokohama International
School where the girls battled to an impressive 2nd place

finish.

SIS seniors Rio Kurosaki and Leona Benfield, playing in
their final Sabers basketball games, were named to the
all-tournament team as was SIS junior Nanako Ogura.
SIS seniors Nano Yokoyama and China Mori also played
in their final basketball games in the black and purple.

AISA basketball, boys

Coach Heimer and Coach Routh stayed here in Osaka
as SOIS hosted the AISA boys basketball tournament.
The Sabers played well in all games, losing only in the
semifinals to eventual champion YIS, and finished 3rd.

OIS seniors Aki Shigeyama and Leo Roberts were named
to the all-tournament team. Special mention goes to four
OIS seniors, Aki Shigeyama, Leo Roberts, Taizo, Heimer,
Leslie Tokai, and to one SIS senior, Akira Morioka, who
played in their final Sabers basketball games and who,
collectively, represent nearly 30 years of Sabers
basketball experience, which will be sorely missed.

NEW HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS SEASONS

Soccer, swimming, badminton, softball - all these teams
are up and running. The girls soccer team, coached by
Mr. Frater and Kono-sensei, and the boys, coached by
Mr. Haske and Mr. Entwistle, have already played
matches. Swimming (Coach Bertman, Coach Kano) and
badminton (Coach Hasegawa and Coach Lewis) are
busy practicing. And softball (Coach Hirai, Coach
Hikosaka) have begun early-season practice. Good luck
to all Sabers teams.

THANK YOU

As always, thank you for your support of the Sabers
activities program. Please contact me any time: in the AD
office, room A-240, near the business office; by
telephone at 072-727-2137: or via e-mail at

pheimer@senri.ed.ip.
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Math Contest and AISA Math Try Out

SOIS Math Contest and AISA Math Try Out was held
on 16/17/18 of November. We’d like to praise the 25 stu-
dents for their participation.

SOIS Math Contest Award (alphabetical order by first name)
Best Mathematician (same score)

Nanami Hariguchi (SIS10), Rina Kawamura (OIS11)
Excellent Mathematician

Felisha (OIS12), Kaya Frese (OIS11), Miki Fujito
(SIS10), Yidan Jiang (OIS)

2017510198 ~22H
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WJAA and AISA

Senri and Osaka International Schools of Kwansei
Gakuin is a founding member of two competitive activities
leagues, one domestic and one international.

The domestic league is called the Western Japan Athletics
Association (WJAA) and consists of several schools:
. Canadian Academy (Rokko Island, Kobe)
. EJ King High School (Sasebo, Nagasaki)

. Fukuoka International School

. Hiroshima International School

. Hokkaido International School

. Kansai Christian School (Ikoma, Nara)

. Kyoto International University Academy (Kyota-

nabe, Kyoto)
. Marist Brothers International School (Suma, Kobe)

. MC Perry High School (Iwakuni, Yamaguchi)

. Nagoya International School

. Senri & Osaka International Schools of KG
. Sons of the Light School (Takarazuka)

. St. Maur International School (Yokohama)
. Yokohama International School

Our international league is called the Association of
International Schools in Asia (AISA) and consists of five

schools:

. Busan International Foreign School

. Korea International School

. Seoul International School

. Yokohama International School

. Senri and Osaka International Schools of KG
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Many People Placed in Running Events

Hiroshi Baba

Triathlon/Running Coach, SIS Math

W11/27 GEEREISVY

Bampaku Kokusai Marathon

<Placed>

20km 15-39 Women: 5th %= 342 Miki Fujito (SIS10), Skm
15-39 Men: 5th B35 A Yuto Baba (OIS11), 5km 55&Up
Men: 2nd 55518 5 Hiroshi Baba (Faculty)

<SOIS Cup 3km (Gr.7-9)>

Boys: 1st i [H K Taiga Ikeda (SIS8), 2nd JI1F1=27 Nicola
Kawawa (SIS8), 3rd ¥ #21% Tasuku Azuma (SIS9)

Girls: Ist k745 B Julia Torieda (SIS9), 2nd = AUAlZ
Iroha Miyamoto (SIS7), 3rd <7777 4T/ Y74~ Sophie McFa-
dyen (SIS7)

<Other Finishers>

Skm ZRAEA th Yuya Morimoto (SIS10)

3km {f [ #%%¢ Salala Nakata (SIS7), F ]l 4" Leo Shimotsu-
ma (SISR), & S F& Kei Fukushima (SIS8), 113 AA A Tomoki
Kawabata (SIS8), i H 77 Shinki Maeda (SIS8)

W2/5 ERANHNIIVY

Settsu Fureai Marathon was held at Yodo riverbank in Settsu
city.

<Placed>

10km Women: st J;iV 47 Leola Hara (OIS11)

5km Gr.8-9 Boys: 3rd i HH K H Taiga Ikeda (SIS8), Women:
2nd F1 [ 22532 Manami Wada (SIS10), Men over 40: 5th &
Y518 5 Hiroshi Baba (Faculty)

3km Gr.7-9 Girls: 1st {55 Lisa Nin (SIS8), 3rd Fj¥k % Mai

Nanjo (SIS8)

<Other Finishers>

3km ‘= ARWAIT Iroha Miyamoto (SIS7), 244 Lingli
Zhu (SIS9)

5km FfHEL-A4 Aslan Leo Shimotsuma (SISS), J# 1/ Ka-
zuma Watanabe (SIS8), JI3ifHA Tomoki Kawabata (SISS),
At Yuya Morimoto (SIS10)

W2/12 FFEIETSVY

Koshien-hama Marathon was held in Nishinomiya city.
<Placed>

10km Women: 3rd J5{U4" Leola Hara (OIS11), 6th jE&IF; R B
7 Marika Fujisaki (Graduate)

<Other finishers>

Skm fhH#%ZE Salala Nakata (SIS7), . H K Taiga Tkeda
(SISS), 7] H 77 ## Maki Mukaida (SIS9), X BHZR Ami Osaka
(S1S9), 10km J& 4518 5 Hiroshi Baba (Faculty)

Sabers Website T/ /\—A DT H A+

Peter Heimer
SOIS activities director

F—BIT D2 = AR Va— L RERER, AT
AP AT T T g — I Kk E NVRT 0T R AR
TAZOWTOMY, BE BT, BAR—=XTLERE |
BAN—ZADAR=VHT L2 TORFRIT, BAN—XT
AT AU A7 =7 P A (sabers.senri.ed.jp) THAHIEMNTE
FI, Tvsv—IL T T REAL TSN,

Nearly all information about Sabers sports — including
team news, schedules, results, online sign up and permis-
sion forms, handbooks, homestay explanations, photos,
videos, Sabers TV shows — can be found on the Sabers ath-
letics website at sabers.senri.ed.jp. Please bookmark this
site and visit it often.

Sabers TV
http://sabers.senri.ed.jp/sabers-tv.html

"Welcome to another episode of Sabers TV!"

On every other Wednesday morning of each month, Sa-
bers TV is broadcast to all classrooms via SOIS's in-school
television network. (Check out the Sabers TV website
for digital replays of each show.) Student anchors, inter-
viewers, camera operators, and control board technicians
all work together to put on this polished biweekly show
containing updates on Sabers results and interviews with
coaches and players. With the technical expertise of Mr.
Frater and minimal guidance from Mr. Heimer, the students
write, organize, rehearse, promote, produce and broadcast
the show on their own...and have lots of fun doing so. The
students work hard, enjoy much fun and camaraderie, and
provide an informative and entertaining service to the Sa-
bers community.

10
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SOIS Annual Bookmark Contest 2017

Sarah Wakefield

Librarian

LAON K4S LSAK

STERY NOVEL. *

= 94

In December 2016 the SOIS library held its annual bookmark contest. In this contest students from the entire student body are

asked to submit entries. The focus is on encouraging reading and the different genres that can be read. The winning entries are
printed for the school community and are currently available at the library. Each student & community member may select one
bookmark of their own and any remaining bookmarks will be available in the library throughout the rest of the year. This year we
had over 150 entries from 75 students. From these entries, the art department, librarians and school administrators selected the win-
ners. Each winning student is given a book voucher, a certificate, extra copies of their bookmark and a small prize. Winning entries

and exemplary entries will be displayed for the month of January. Congratulations and we look forward to next year’s entries.

Winners

OIS Elementary School
1. KB Liu Michael Kai

2. KB Farah Junaputra

3. G1 Catalina Nishino

4. G2 Mu Hui Zuo

5. G3 Yoonjae Lee

6. G4 Moa Waahlin

7. G5 Mia Sawamoto
OIS Middle School

8. G7 Kokoro Ishiuchi-Ray
9. G8 Jiyun Kim

SIS Middle School

10. G7-1 Iroha Miyamoto

11. G8-1 Koyomi Takemasa

12. G9-1 Marianangiu Valentini
SIS High School

13. G10-1 Ami Nishigaki

14. G11-2 Nao Sadahisa

15. G12-2 Kano Hashida
Librarians' choice

16. OIS G4 Yian Hah

17. SIS G8-1 Koyomi Takemasa
18. SIS G12-2 Marino Takamiya
Artists' choice

19. OIS G2 Miku Hara

20. OIS G5 Frieda Mecklem

21. SIS G8-1 Koyomi Takemasa

22. SIS G9-1 Marianangiu Valentini
OIS Principal's choice

23. G5 Chae Yoon

OIS Headmaster's choice

24. G8 Ami Yamamoto

SIS Principal's choice

25. SIS G8-1 Miu Akiyama

SIS Headmaster's choice

26. G9-1 Kei Hirakawa

11
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Rodney Ray

SIS English

The following students have recently reported re- |
sults on the Society for Testing English Proficiency’ |
s (STEP) Test in Practical English Proficiency (Eik- |
en). Special congratulations to Kikka Okuda, Mio
Kodama, Takuma Notsu and Hinako Kawata, who
passed the highest level of the test. Good job every-
body! Remember, if you take the Eiken, be sure to
report your results to lihara-san in the Business Of-

o1Is 7 Yoshikoshi, Arisa  #E1% (Level P1)
SIS 10 2 Mitsuoka, Yusuke 2% (Level 2)
SIS 10 2 Takashima, Karen  2#% (Level 2)
SIS 11 1 Tomiyama, Momo  2#% (Level 2)
SIS 11 3 Morinaga, Kana 2% (Level 2)
SIS 11 4 Hanafusa, Rie 2% (Level 2)
SIS 11 4 Inui, Hiroto 2i#% (Level 2)
SIS 11 4 Kobayashi, Hiroya 2k (Level 2)
SIS 12 1 Hongawa, Gintaro 2k (Level 2)
SIS 12 2 Ichida, Koki 2#% (Level 2)
SIS 12 3 Sugimoto, Hikari  2#% (Level 2)
SIS 12 4 Suzuki, Daizen 2% (Level 2)

fice.

School Grade Class Student Name Level

SIS 09 4 Okuda, Kikka Lk (Level 1)
SIS 11 1 Kodama, Mio 1% (Level 1)

SIS 11 3 Notsu, Takuma L#% (Level 1)
SIS 11 4 Kawata, Hinako L#% (Level 1)
SIS 09 3 Sumitomo, Himari  #1#% (Level P1)
SIS 11 1 Maeda, Akari %18k (Level P1)
SIS 11 1 Shiba, Hanami HEL#R (Level P1)
SIS 11 2 Kanamori, Arisa #ELE (Level P1)
SIS 11 2 Shimomura, Riho 14k (Level P1)
SIS 11 3 Nakamura, Soyoka %1% (Level P1)
SIS 11 3 Terai, Taishin HEL#% (Level P1)

SISTULEYT—Y3a VAR

OISDAREA DR FER

B %— 125475 (2017451 A 16 H BIVE F 2[R =3
&

B VE B T BRI B R S50, v S50 (SIS) & PEVE e KA
VHE—F g A7 — 0 (01S) X111 H 22, FHRIEES v
VRADKRERETT LB T —ar KEEBELEL,
REAERE T, BEOLEER M ZFIH L TSISOARED BN
BILTWELIZA, REFEILOISOAEN R RITIDE
L7z, FFRITTCIRELZ Y BT 7-SISO2ERERIS00 A28, SIS
OISDAFEFANE, [NERZ ) DR ¥EEZHTHEMET-LO
TN —T DFRFIFEEAVELZ,

[ESLTHARANDRERBILT AV A ArBEMRS D0
BT — IR R LT HAEIA (SISTHFEA) XA AR
NDFHBUIEHE TP, FHRIUTTRDIEE L K
UELE, 3k EETHLRBO NORT TR 20850 A
HIDTERWRBRIZZR0ELT ) LR TRELELZ,

EEHE TORRPE DT %I, PEHEEERI S0
NTHRAZ—=FENMTOIEL, T —<X RV EH
KOFFNZE OEN ) [ 22 EF B R ) 7o ESESET, £

EEHBIFE D OMERICHOWTEARNCHAL TOELZ, K
DORAL—H v ar B Y U B B A ESGHEAE T THF
R FAEL T, FREVHIRICEH R T 2L a2 LR
EUFELTZ, A EOREBRNS, DU THELDEENRTAT
U= TOMSOHE A I Z L TNALEH LW T |
LEELFEL,
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Middle & High School Physical Education

Derek Entwistle
PE teacher

This trimester has been an active and busy time for PE stu-
dents. Grade 6 continues to be an energetic and lively class and
have kept Mr Routh on his toes. They have been involved in
basketball and track and Field units with swimming coming
soon. M S students have been participating in 4 varied activi-
ties including pickle ball, field hockey, swimming and self
defense. Students have been introduced to the basic skills, rules
and concepts respective to each activity. The shared program
has ensured that all MS students have been forging new friend-
ships and enjoying the competitive and cooperat ive activities
offered. HS students were also busy and have been undertak-
ing their chosen activities for the past 6 weeks. These activities
included; field hockey, building on the skills introduced in MS
and focusing on team play and creating and defending “space”,
water polo in our heated pool, badminton with emphasis on
controlling the court, and endurance training. In endurance
class, students have learned the principles of training, how to
monitor and set a heart rate training zone and have been intro-
duced to different types of cardiovascular training such as inter-
val training, continuous training and fartlek training. Students
then set their own goal, wrote their own training programs and
have been busy following them. They appear to be enjoying the
sense of accomplishment despite a few rather chilly days! Units
will be changing soon so make ups, assignments and reflection
journals are looming. SNR classes, for the older SIS students,
have included such varied activities as swimming fitness train-

ing — where students have written and followed their own
programs, field hockey — using the full field, weight training in
our heated training room and “new” sport s which involved suc
h interesting experiences as ultimate frisbee, touch footy and
kin ball. Senior students enjoy their PE classes and are always
a pleasure to teach. Other duties have also kept the PE faculty
busy with many PE teachers involved in the coaching of the
basketball teams. MYP mandated moderation of units also kept
Mr E and Mr Routh busy but with positive feedback received
it’s full steam ahead. Despite full classes and the constant pres-
sure on facilities we forge on. We are all certainly looking for-
ward to some warmer weather! Roll on spring!

January 7-8

Hiroshi Baba
Camp Organizer, SIS Math

We (6 OIS students, 36 SIS students and 3 teachers) went
to Uwano Highland in northern part of Hyogo prefecture.
There was no snow this year so we hiked, went Nordic
walking and ran cross-country.

You can see photos and comments etc.
http://yayoi.senri.ed.jp/soiscamp/2017/
Cross-country running race (approx. 2.6km) results
Boys: 1st Kazuma Watanabe (SIS8), 2nd Neo Yokoyama
(SIS9), 3rd Sosuke Egami (SIS10)
Girls: 1st Lisa Nin (SISS8), 2nd Julia Torieda (SIS9), 3rd
Mai Nanjo (SISS8)

SOIS Cross-country Skiing Camp

13
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Book Week and Read—a—thon 2016
Sarah Wakefield

Librarian

Thank you to the entire school community for supporting
our Book Week and the Read-a-thon. This year we had our
very first “One book, one school” event where all the class-
es in the elementary school read the same book and reflect-
ed on how to personally connect that to our lives as we go
through this school year together. We chose to read “Mottai-
nai” by Planet Link. It is a book focusing on the idea of not
wasting; including food, clothing and your talents. There
is also a picture book that younger grades read to illustrate
the concepts called “Mottainai Grandma” by Pearl Mariko.
Both versions are available in the SOIS library in both Eng-
lish and Japanese. To go along with our “Mottainai” focus

14
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we held a “Mottainai” fashion show to display the ways we
can reuse items or repurpose them for new uses. During the
week we had storytelling sessions for various grades in the
genkan or in the courtyard, guest readers in every classroom
and DEAR (Drop Everything And Read) every day. We
finished the week off with an all school DEAR in the library
on Friday afternoon and all parents were invited to join us
to share some good books with their children. In addition
to our reading activities at school students were very busy
reading for the Read-athon and raising money for charity.
We were able to raise over 130,000 Yen and will be dividing
the funds between local, national and international charities.
The Actioneers will be deciding where funds will be sent.
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ois Kakizome

A New Year's Celebration of Calligraphy

Miyuki Endo
DP Japanese teacher & DP Coordinator

At the beginning of the New Year we all want to send greet-
ings and wishes to loved ones, friends and acquaintances so we
write more messages to one another than at any other time of
the year. But wait a minute, do we really 'write' or do we only
tap away on the keyboards of mobile phones, tablets or laptops
or, at best, quickly scribble a few lines on a card? Let us hope
we give some thought to what we write, but do we also think
and care about our handwriting? In Japan caring about hand-
writing is taken to another level, which is shown by the signifi-
cance and popularity of calligraphy. The art of beautiful writ-
ing is an important part of Japanese cultural life from the very
beginning of the year and is celebrated on the very first busi-
ness day of the new year by an event that is called 'Kakizome',
the first calligraphy of the year. On January 2 people who like
calligraphy use brush and ink to write phrases related to the
upcoming spring and their dreams and wishes to be realized in
the new year. An obvious wish is improvement of their writing
skills.

The tradition of 'Kakizome' goes back to the early nineteenth
century when people gathered in front of the statues of Suga-
wara (845 - 903 C.E.) who was considered the Scholar Sage or
on the ground of shrines devoted to the spirit of Michizane to
write their texts on paper. The paper was then burnt during the
Sagicho fire festival. The belief is that if the wind lifts the ashes
up into the skies, the calligraphy skills of whoever performed
the ritual will improve in the new year.*1

'Kakizome' is still very popular in Japan, even in this digital

age. One reason for the appeal of 'Kakizome', which is written
with the characters for write () and first (¥]), may be that
Japanese people like 'firsts', the first visit to the shrine, the first

dream etc. *2 For school children it is the first thing they do
after coming back from the winter holiday and they may have
practiced writing their phrase during the holiday. Here at OIS
students from kindergarten through grade 12 celebrate the new
year with 'Kakizome' during their Japanese lesson in January.
The results of their efforts are shown in the school library glass
wall. Let us admire our students' calligraphic phrases and see
what their wishes are for this year of the rooster.

*1 http://www.ryuurui.com/blog/kakizome-its-origins-tradi-
tion-and-meaning

*2 "Practice perfects new year's calligraphy” (The Japanese
Times)

OIS Students MAP Test Results

The faculty have been analyzing the data from the recent
Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) assessment. The
Northwest Evaluation Association, a non-profit education-
al organization, works with over 7,400 schools in assess-
ing student achievement through the MAP. Students are
assessed in the autumn and spring, producing loads of rich
learning data that teachers can use to adjust their teaching
to meet the individual needs of the students. The students
complete reading, mathematics and language usage tests.
As you can see from the graph, OIS students performed
extremely well. This is only the reading results, but they
did equally well in the other tests. The United States norm
group is based on over 150,000 students at each grade lev-
el. International school norms are from close to 800 schools

in 146 countries. The norms are further differentiated into
the EARCOS (East Asia Regional Council of Schools),
which OIS is a member. This gives us a comparison to
similar schools and schools around the world.

GR GR GR GR GR GR GR GR GR GR
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