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Why is Accreditation Important?

Bill Kralovec
OIS Head

You may have noticed the logo above
on our school’s website and in our docu-
mentation. This is our seal of accreditation.
The process of accreditation is like an as-
surance of quality. A simple explanation is
inspectors come to the school and validate

our teaching and learning. A team of educators spends up to a
week at our school, interviewing parents, students and teachers,
observes classes, inspects documentation of student learning,
among other things to to issue a certification of competency
or authority for our educational program. This is similar to the
process for industries or organizations that the International Or-
ganization for Standardization (ISO) conducts.

The basic reason schools seek accreditation is to help the
students when they leave our school. With accreditation, the
report cards, high school transcripts and diplomas are accepted
by K-12 schools and universities throughout the world. With-
out accreditation, universities or K-12 schools may not accept
credits or diplomas earned in a non-accredited school. Most
established schools are accredited, but many new, for profit and
single owner schools in Asia struggle with accreditation.

There are six large regional accrediting agencies in the USA.
They were started by secondary school educators in the late
19th and early 20th century to assist universities in evaluating
students. The non-profit, academic organizations have expand-
ed to accredit elementary schools and universities in addition to
the original intent of middle and high schools. Besides accredit-
ing schools in America, the agencies also inspect international
schools.

The Accrediting Commission for Schools, Western Asso-
ciation of Schools and Colleges (ACS WASC) accredits over
4,500 schools, mostly in California and Hawaii. They also ac-
credit over 242 schools on the East Asia Regional Council of
Schools (EARCOS), including OIS. The accreditation cycle
is 5 years long culminating in a visit of a team of expert educa-
tors. We are anticipating our next visit in the second part of
the 2017-2018 school year. We will begin preparing for the
visit with a preliminary visit from an ACS WASC expert in the
spring of this school year.

We view the visit as an opportunity to improve. The team

of visiting educators is a chance to get feedback and advice

from other schools. It also forces the entire school community,
students, teachers, faculty, staff and parents, to think critically
about student learning and what are the priorities to focus on
for our school community. The visiting team is mainly looking
for evidence of critical analysis of student learning and quality
of instruction. They also evaluate areas like the safety of the
school campus, the social and emotional well-being of our stu-
dents, the allocation of resources and a healthy school gover-
nance structure and practice, among others. It is vital for earn-
ing accreditation for all stakeholders in the school to contribute
to this improvement process.

Our visit is a bit more complicated because it is combined
with the International Baccalaureate (IB) authorization visit.
The IB authorizes OIS to deliver the Primary Years, Middle
Years, and Diploma programmes. It is a similar process to ACS
WASC.

The visit in the winter of 2018 will be our school’s fifth ac-
creditation cycle. Associate Executive Director, and a visiting
team member from our last visit in February of 2013 said in a
recent meeting I attended, “WASC stands for We Are Student
Centered!” All of us at OIS are student-centered and we look
forward to working with ACS WASC. The quality assurance
helps our students learn more and for us to be a better school.
A new school wide action plan and strategic plan will come
out this process. We are proud to be an ACS WASC accredited
member school.
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Two Schools Together

High School Girls Volleyball AISA Tournament
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On October 16 and 17, we had a High School Girls Volleyball
AISA tournament in SOIS. This season was the last volleyball
season for the seniors, whom we have admired since we were in
middle school, so we genuinely wanted to achieve the goal of
winning the championship award. As we started the volleyball
season in September, we could clearly see the difference from
last year. Because of the morning practice and the pre-season,
we were all so much better than we used to be last year. How-
ever, our weakest point was that we couldn’t concentrate on

the game enough. When we did concentrate, we could win the
game, but when we were too tired to concentrate on the game,
we couldn’t do our best. To get over with this, we tried hard to
concentrate not only in the volleyball practice but also during
the class time. As a result, we had great powers of concentration
at the AISA tournament.

This year, Akane, who had been injured for a year and was
finally back to play, got injured again, and Kaho, who was the
setter in Junior Varsity, also got injured at the game vs KG,
and we were shocked and didn’t know what to do. In spite of
that, JV won the last game at the AISA tournament, which
was to win the 5th place. And the Varsity members were very
nervous in the finals, but everyone’s cheering made us win the
championship in straight sets. It was the first time for the play-
ers who were under eleventh grade to experience the victory,
so we cried for joy. We could not have been so happy without
Mr.Heimer and Mr.Mitsuhashi, who set up the whole tourna-
ment schedule, Ms.Hirai, Sports School Council, and all who
cheered for us. We cannot thank them enough. Also, we would
like to thank the managers, Nao, Kanae, and Suono for coming
to the practice even in the summer vacation, and supporting the
players all the time. We are very happy and proud to end the last
season for the twelfth graders like this.
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Two Schools Together

High School Boys Volleyball
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WJAA and AISA

Senri and Osaka International Schools of Kwansei Gakuin
=SOIS belongs to two competitive activities leagues, one
domestic and one international, each with season-ending
championship tournaments.

The domestic league is called the Western Japan Activities
Association (WJAA) and consists of several schools:
* Canadian Academy = CA (Kobe)
* EJ King High School = EJK (Sasebo)
* Fukuoka International School
* Hiroshima International School
* International Christian Academy Nagoya
* Kyoto International University Academy = KIUA
* Marist Brothers International School (Kobe)
* MC Perry High School = MCP (Iwakuni)

* Nagoya International School
* Senri and Osaka International Schools of Kwansei Gakuin
* Sons of Light School (Takarazuka)

Our international league is called the Association of In-
ternational Schools in Asia (AISA), which consists of four
schools:

* Korea International School = KIS

* Senri and Osaka International Schools of Kwansei Gakuin
* Seoul International School = SIS

* Yokohama International School =YIS

Through AISA, SOIS students participate in many activi-
ties: basketball, volleyball, soccer, swimming, tennis, band,
orchestra, choir, student council, and mathematics. Season-
ending events are held each year at a league member school
on a rotational basis.
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Two Schools Together
Girls Doubles Placed 1st and 2nd at AISA Tennis

Derek Entwistle, Shigemi Kano
Tennis Coaches

Tennis season has wrapped up for another year! Congratula-
tions to all players. Tennis season got off to a rather slow start
with many practices cancelled due to poor weather but it finally
got into full swing it was all systems go with 40 students signed
up and attending. This made practice a challenge logistically
with only 2 - 3 courts available
and a wide range of experience
and ability but all students are to
be commended for their patience
and dedication.

Results for the season were
rather mixed with our teams

winning many matches but

frustratingly losing other “win- Asaki) and girls singles (Haruka Ose) at the WJA A tournament.
nable” matches. Ahh! Experi- Also, at AISA in Seoul, the girls doubles pairs (Chisato Komat-
ence and match practice is what su and Haruna Kajiki and Nanako Ogura and Asaki Okamura)
is needed! coming in 1st and 2nd.

Highlights of the season in- Both the boys and girls teams
cluded the victory of the mixed doubles (Yuya Kitano and Risa all battled valiantly and are to be
commended for their attitude,

tennis play

and behavior.
Coaches Entwis-
tle and Kano look
forward to the
2016 season. Go
Sabers!

Sabers Sign Up EA/N\—X A2 T7vT

sabers.senri.ed.jp — Forms http://sabers.senri.ed.jp/student-forms.html
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Once a year, prior to the start of a season, all students wanting to join a Sabers team
must sign up online on the Sabers athletics website. No sign up, no practice. No pass-
port, no practice. No practice, no play. No play, no fun.

AISA EVENTS 2015-16

http://sabers.senri.ed.jp/aisa—calendars.html
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Two Schools Together

13 People Placed in Suita Triathlon/Aquathlon

Hiroshi Baba, Tara Cheney
Triathlon/ Running Coach
W7/20 BHE7 Y7 XA TH
BEE

Akashi Aquathlon was
held at Okura Kaigan in
Akashi city. Gr.7-9 : Swim
200m + Run 3km
<finishers> Miki Fujito
(SIS9), Yuka Nakayama
(SIS9), Taiga Ikeda (SIS7),
Kazuma Watanabe (SIS7),
Natsuki Hori (SIS7)
W9/6 RAKSAF7AAYT
13%AHE

Suita City Mayor’s Cup
Triathlon/Aquathlon was
held at Senri Kita Koen.In
total 33 people participated and 13 people placed.
<Placed>
Triathlon Gr7-9: Swim500m Bike10km Run2.8km, Gr10&Up:
S750m B20km R5.6km
Gr7-9 Girls: 2nd Lisa Nin (SIS7), 3rd Juria Torieda (SISS8),
Gr7-9 Boys: 3rd Masashi Miyawaki (SIS9), Gr10-Age39
Women: 2nd May Murakami-Smith (SIS10)
Aquathlon Swim500mRun2.8km
Gr7-9 Girls: 1st Yuka Nakayama (SIS9), 2nd Maki Mukaida
(SIS8), 3rd Uchikata Aoi (SIS7), Gr7-9 Boys: 2nd Kazuma
Watanabe (SIS7), 3rd Yutaro Tanaka (SIS9), Gr10-Age39 Men:
2nd Yuto Baba (OIS10), Gr10-Age39 Women: 1st Marika
Fujisaki (Graduate), Age40&Up Women: 2nd Tara Cheney
(Faculty),
Swim Open1500m: 3rd Akihiro Takebe (SIS8)
W10/18 BEBERVYSVUTIRAE

Nose Kogen Marathon was held at Nose-cho in northern part
of Osaka. In total 18 people participated and 7 students placed.
<Placed> Women 10km: 4th May Murakami-Smith (SIS10),

7 | ==u

Men 5km: 3rd Yuto Baba (OIS10), Women Skm: 4th Riho Shi-
momura (SIS10), Gr7-9 Girls 3km: 1st Mai Nanjo (SIS7), 2nd
Juria Torieda (SIS8), 3rd Yuka Nakayama (SIS9), 6th Karin
Iwaki (SIS8)

W11/1H—IIo %o Ta7RAAVTIEAE

3 students and 1 gradu-
ate finished Calfman
Japan Duathlon in
Greenpia Miki, Hyogo.
<finishers> Gr.7-9: Run
2km Bike 10km Run
2km: Girls: 3rd Yuka
Nakayama (SIS9), 4th
Miki Fujito (SIS9), 5th
Julia Torieda (SIS8), Elite Run 5km Bike 30km Run Skm: Yu
Ozawa (Graduate). And we got the group award as well.
W11/1REATREFELRERKRIZ228 5

Suita Track and Field Meet in Suita. Total 22 people partici-
pated.

SABERS WEBSITE A /\—XD9xTH A+

Peter Heimer
SOIS activities director
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Nearly all information about Sabers sports — including
team news, schedules, results, online sign up and permis-
sion forms, handbooks, homestay explanations, photos,
videos, Sabers TV shows — can be found on the Sabers ath-
letics website at sabers.senri.ed.jp. Please bookmark this
site and visit it often.
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Two Schools Together

SOIS HS Spring Concert June 9, 2015

Bangkok International String Festival

Vernon Villapando
Strings Director

Ten string students, accompanied by SOIS strings direc-
tor, Vernon Villapando and OIS teacher, Rie Matsuda, par-
ticipated in the 2015 Bangkok International Strings Festival
at International School Bangkok (ISB) from September 23
—26,2015. They joined four other international schools that
included the Bangkok Patana School, Thai-Chinese Interna-
tional School, International Community School and Inter-
national School Bangkok. This is the second year that SOIS
joined in this annual festival and our students were outstand-

ing in every section of the orchestra as last year. This year’s
guest conductor is Mr. Kirt Mosier who is a well-known https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BSAInNBla8gsODBzc0
composer and conductor. RzaW5NOWM/view?usp=sharing

You can view the final concert through this link: (from Educator, 10 October 2015)
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Two Schools Together

SOIS Hosts University Admissions Officers

Melissa Lamug
School Counselor

It has been a very busy month of college counseling activi-
ties as we hosted several visits from admissions/recruitment
officers of top universities all over the world. We had very
encouraging turn outs from both SIS and OIS students this
year, thanks to the SOIS HS homeroom teachers’ support in an-
nouncing all these college visits to the students and encourag-
ing them come, along with Stephen Frater’s advertisements in
the electronic board by the library.

A good number of students came to listen in on the presen-
tations, and they asked very good questions about what the
universities were like, and what the application procedures and
admissions requirements are. We also had students from grades
9 through 12 coming for these events, showing that students
are really thinking ahead in planning their post high school op-
tions! We also had some parents getting involved and joining
the presentations.

Some of the universities that came this September were:
Boston U, Ohio State U, Loyola Marymount from the US, Un-

IBDP Visual Arts Field Trip to Kyoto

Esperanza Garces
Visual Arts Teacher

The Grade 11 and 12 IBDP Visual Arts students went
on a trip to view the exhibitions in the Kyoto Municipal
Museum last September 10. They got to see the Lou-
vre collection of genre and still life paintings, most of
which were from the Baroque period. Most of them were
fascinated with the works of the Surrealist artist Rene
Magritte in the second exhibition. A number of them
said that they appreciate his contrasting use of everyday
objects and the interesting concepts behind the pieces.
(from Educator, 10 October 2015)

derwood College (part of Korea’s Yonsei University), Ecole
Hoteliere de Lausanne, IE Madrid, NYU Abu Dhabi, Shanghai,
New York, and ICU from Tokyo. (from Educator, 10 October
2015)

Art Exhibition
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Two Schools Together

SRR LRIZ20 A% EDESERRARRIC

Rodney Ray
SIS English

The following students have reported recent results on the
Society for Testing English Proficiency’s (STEP) Test in Practi-
cal English Proficiency (Eiken). Many people passed the exam
this time; special congratulations to Minami Izumikawa and
Justin Loew, who passed the highest level of the test, and to
OIS 5th grader Ayana Nakamae, who passed the Pre-1 level.

In addition, earlier this year, SIS 12th grader Haru Masuda
passed Class A (the second-highest level) of the United Nations
Association’s Test of English ([E B H &/ GBS GE R ERR).

Good job everybody! Remember, if you take the Eiken, be
sure to report your results to Iihara-san in the Business Office.

SIS 12 Izumikawa, Minami 1#% (Level 1)
SIS 12 Loew, Justin 1% (Level 1)
SIS 08 Kusanagi, Yuki #E1H% (Level P1)
SIS 12 Inoue, Nagisa HE1#L (Level P1)

144 6K

SIS 12 Kagao, Yuka #E1#% (Level P1)
SIS 12 Ugai, Fuka #e1#% (Level P1)
SIS 12 Kajimoto, Akari #E1H% (Level P1)
SIS 12 Akashi, Kai YL (Level P1)
SIS 12 Otsuki, Sakiko #E1#% (Level P1)
SIS 12 Tanaka, Rika #EL% (Level P1)
SIS 12 Homma, Takashi #E1#% (Level P1)
OIS 05 Nakamae, Ayana #E1#% (Level P1)
SIS 09 Okabe, Fumiya 2% (Level 2)
SIS 10 Wake, Ayaka 2% (Level 2)
SIS 10 Koshimuta, Kazuki 2% (Level 2)
SIS 11 Kurosaki, Rio 2i% (Level 2)
SIS 11 Takasu, Risa 2% (Level 2)
SIS 11 Suenaga, Karin 2% (Level 2)
SIS 11 Tai, Manami 2% (Level 2)
SIS 11 Hamaguchi, Hina 2% (Level 2)
SIS 12 Kim, Kana 2% (Level 2)
SIS 12 Maeizumi, Yuki 2% (Level 2)
SIS 12 Inoue, Nozomi 2i% (Level 2)
SIS 12 Inui, Mayuko 2% (Level 2)
SIS 12 Kagitani, Kai 2% (Level 2)
SIS 12 Kitagawa, Taku 2% (Level 2)
SIS 12 Kunii Wigdor, Maya 2% (Level 2)
SIS 12 Masaki, Ayaka 2% (Level 2)
SIS 12 Nakahara, Miki 2i% (Level 2)
SIS 12 Okawa, Misuzu 2% (Level 2)
SIS 12 Tani, Yuka 2% (Level 2)
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wWitAR=72 7 47 Tohoku Volunteer
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Many people have said that doing volunteer work would be
one of the best ways to open your heart towards new experiences,

I agree. From the 28th of June to the 1st of July, we, SOIS students
stayed at Tohoku. During the 4 days we volunteered at Yuriage
where the tsunami hit up to 8.4m.

After arriving at the airport in Sendai, we were surprised to see
no buildings around. We used the first day for sight-seeing around
Sendai and visited Aoba castle and Zuihoden.

After looking around the city, we listened to personal experi-
ences from Mrs. Tanno at Yuriage, where we volunteered for three
days. She took us to Yuriage middle school where she evacuated.
On the way back, she told us that living longer than our own par-
ents is the greatest thing that you can ever do in life. In the after-
noon, we divided into two groups. One pulling weeds outside,
while the other made posters for the Maplekan. The following day,
we stayed out for seven hours as some groups cleaned around the
monument while others worked on making a flower patch. On the
last day despite the rain, some went outside to pick weeds as the
others stayed indoors to clean the Maplekan.

From this camp, we not only helped but also gained knowledge
from the people of Yuriage. They emphasized the importance of
protecting yourself, which is one of the 5 respects in our school.
Here they call it the “Tendenko”. We also learned that there was
a saying that a tsunami would never hit Yuriage. From this false
statement many people lost their lives. We were touched how the
people in Yuriage were strong and cheerful people. Out of the
many things we learned throughout the 4 days, the most impor-
tant was never to forget about the disaster that hit Yuriage and the
Tohoku region on Mrach 11th, 2011 14:46. As Anne Frank said,
“The weak fall, but the strong will remain and never go under”, by
experiencing the tsunami and losing the most important people/
things, even though they become weak with no hope left, they gain
knowledge and realize the importance of life which leads them to
become a stronger person. Not only physically but mentally we
have learnt a lot and together as a group of both SIS and OIS joint
together, we definitely came to an understanding. We would never
forget about this wonderful experience.
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Two Schools Together
Grade 7 &y 3EY

David Haske, 3kJ5& 5
SOIS Science

On Monday, September 28th, OIS and SIS 7th graders went
on a science and art excursion to Awaji Island. During the sci-
ence portion of the field trip, students were given a brief intro-
duction by researchers from The Kobe University Research
Center for Inland Seas. Students were introduced to the tidal
pools that they would be exploring and informed on the differ-
ent types of biodiversity they could find. The student scientists
spent the next couple of hours in the tidal pools collecting and
identifying shellfish, crabs, and seaweed. It was a hot and sun-
ny day that was both informative and fun for all. The grade 7 art
classes experimented with how paints and pigments may have
been made in the early part of the Stone Age. Students sought
out minerals that could be ground into a powder and added it
to animal fat in order to create paint. Through this process of
discovery they learned how difficult it must have been for Pa-
leolithic people to produce artwork. Another group of students
looked for rocks in the shape of animals, and attempted to
carve those rocks with tools they could find in the area. Again,
students came to appreciate how difficult art was 30,000 years
ago. It was our goal to prove to the students that such a monu-
mental effort must have been very important in our lives, and
our human, social development. (from Educator, 10 October
2015)
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Two Schools Together
Life 1s Tech!
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Two Schools Together
New Faculty

Carolyne Marshall
OIS Elementary Principal

I’'m delighted to have joined the el-
ementary section of Osaka International
School. As teachers and students we have
started the school year thinking about how
to build a community of learners. The
Grade 5 students planned and led the first |
assembly of the year reminding everyone

that to create such a community it is essential to be caring — a
PYP learner profile attribute at the core of our mission state-
ment that we are highlighting this year.

As leaders of the elementary school, Grade 5 prepared a
quiz to help younger students remember how to get along with
one another. Each grade level was asked questions to suit their
school experience. I was very impressed by the thought with
which the Grade 5 students prepared their questions, as the fol-
lowing example by Mio, Jine and Tomoka demonstrates:

Grade 2 — if you see someone alone what will you do?
A: Go invite her to play with you and your friends.

B: Pretend not to notice.

C: You are wanting to help her but...

D: Tell the teacher

Mr Jones and I will continue working with Grade 5 to
help them developtheir leadership skills further in the coming
weeks.

I have also enjoyed working with Grade 3 to create mobiles
of personal qualities that each individual contributes to their
class community. A number of the students created images of
brains and smiling mouths to remind themselves to be thinking
communicators. I have certainly found that the communica-
tion skills of the students have been very helpful to me as I have
been challenged by the labyrinthine complex of the campus.
I have had to become an inquirer when unable to find my way
and a number of students have been very helpful with direc-
tions.

Coming from a large international school in Luanda, An-
gola— a very dry area— I have been struck by the lush green-
ery of Osaka. Gardens have always been a passion of mine and
I'look forward to working on various green areas of the campus
with the students. One of the joys of elementary schools is help-
ing the green shoots of learning flourish. (from Educator, 12
September 2015)

KWANSEl GAKUIN
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David Haske
DP Chemistry & MYP Science

Hi, my name is David Haske and [ am a
new MS/HS science teacher at OIS. I am
from the east coast of the United States
and am a graduate from the University of
Richmond with a degree in chemistry. I
have spent 15 years as an environmental
chemist and another 15 years teaching
science in such countries as Aruba, Guatemala, Croatia, and

China. I am married to third grade teacher, Jennifer Egan. We
are all excited to be part of the OIS community and we look for-
ward to exploring and experiencing all that Japan has to offer.

Jeremy Welburn
OIS MYP Mathematics and Science

Jeremy hails from the state of Oregon,
USA and he taught at the International
School of Beaverton before coming to
OIS. “I have been extremely impressed
by how OIS and SIS welcome new staff
members to Japan! I certainly feel that I

have been brought into a new family here.

The students are polite and respectful, displaying a natural ap-
preciation for education. There is a very exciting, energetic
feeling throughout the building. When walking around the area
near the school, people are polite & friendly. I have enjoyed
seeing the unique architecture throughout the Osaka area.
Overall, I feel like this is a home away from home.”

Daniel Ligon
OIS Elementary Music and HS Choir

Daniel taught for many years at the In-
ternational School of Kenya and prior to
that in the Congo. “Coming to Japan has
exposed me to a new way of looking at
life, different from my history in Africa.
The biggest differences I have experi-

enced are how clean everything is (includ-

ing parking garages!); how quiet the airports, trains and buses
are; the endless amount of skyscrapers mixed in with green
spaces so that this big city feels like a suburb or small town.
Coming to SOIS is a great experience for me thus far and get-
ting into “elementary mode” a welcomed change in my career. [
look forward to dancing and singing along with the elementary
and providing my own professional musicianship with the High
School Choir.

Senri International School (SIS)
Osaka International School (OIS)
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Sarah Wakefield
OIS Head Librarian

Sarah previously was a librarian in
Peru, South Africa and Venezuela, prior to
coming to OIS. She is the mother to twin
4-year olds, Emma and Beau, who are
in KA. Japan has been very welcoming.
I have never felt so out of sorts and yet
so supported at the same time. From the
airport, to the hotel, to the school and staff, everyone has gone
out of their way to make me and my family feel welcome and
to help understand me, and help me understand even though I
have yet to learn a bit of Japanese. I am soaking up the newness
of everything, making decisions about my house, putting two
kids on my bicycle and trying foods that I have not had before.
Teachers have been helpful and also open to working with me
to take over the program and also to build on what has been
started. As a family and as a teacher I am still finding my new
“normal.” I can’t wait to spend some time exploring the city
and the country of Japan. We are enjoying the greenness of the
city and the warm weather (although I understand it’s usually
quite a bit hotter). I’'m excited to have all four seasons and a
winter as [ have not had either really for over 10 years! I’m hop-
ing my kids will get a chance to see and play in the snow as I did
in my childhood.

Nadia Kralovec
OIS Kindergarten A

I am not new to Japan, but new to work-
ing at the school in a full time capacity.
People at the school and Japan are friend-
ly, kind and quiet. I really enjoy riding my
bicycle and the clean air of Minoh. My
favorite place to visit in Japan is Mount
Daisen. The parents of OIS are very nice
and I am looking forward to being the first OIS teacher for the
12 KA students!

Jennifer Egan
OIS Grade 3

Jennifer Egan is originally from upstate
New York but now resides in North Caro-
lina. Jennifer has a Masters in Elementary
Education from Wheelock College and a
BS from Babson College. She has taught
in Aruba, Guatemala, the U.S., Croatia,
and China. Jennifer is here with her hus-
band, David, a science teacher at OIS and their two young chil-
dren, Owen and Matea. She enjoys traveling, hiking and cook-
ing. “I feel so lucky to be living in Japan and working at OIS.
Everyone has been so welcoming.”

Trevor Jones
OIS Grade 5

My name is Trevor Jones and | am orig-
inally from Canada, but I have spent the
past 6 years in Singapore, most recently at
Stamford American International School.
My two children, Ethan and Elina are stu-
dents in the elementary school. I’'m very
excited to be joining the school communi-
ty and learning more about the Kansai area as I previously lived

and taught at an international school in Tokyo. It should be an
exciting year working with the students and I’m really looking
forward to preparing them for the Middle Years Programme.
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Expanding our own boundaries. To try what you thought

impossible. Through the five days spent on this camp, we all faced
challenges throughout and had to strive constantly. Although
it was incredibly tough physically and emotionally, it was an
experience that we all enjoyed and took something from.
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Rodney Ray
SIS English

Australian Students Homestay at SIS

Twelve students from Sandgate District State High School, our sister
school in Brisbane, Australia, visited Japan for sightseeing and intercultural
experience in September. Accompanied by two teacher chaperones, they
were in Japan for about two weeks, and visited us in Osaka for the last 3
days of their trip. They were only here for two nights, but thanks to the SIS
students and families who graciously volunteered to host them, they were
able to experience SIS education and Japanese home life. In return, our students got to learn a bit about Australian culture,
develop international friendships, and represent Japan and our school to the world. Once again, many thanks to the SIS
families who opened their hearts and houses for the exchange program. It was a great experience both for the SG and SIS stu-
dents, and we hope that the SG students will be able to stay longer next time.
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Q)
When a person is at rest, the blood pressure, P millimetres of
mercury at any time t seconds can be approximately modelled

IBID Pearson Haese

by the equation
P(t) =-20cos((5n/3)t)+100, 0<t

(a) Determine the amplitude and period of P.
(b) What is the maximum blood pressure reading that can be
recorded for this person?
(c) Sketch the graph of P(t), showing one full cycle.
(d) Find the first two times when the pressure reaches a reading
of 110 mmHg.
A) 120
(a) #RMEIF20mmHg

JE#iE2n/(5r/3)=6/5=1.2F)
(b) 100+20=120mmHg B
(OF: 0 1.2
(d) P=1102ARAL THRERAME L, t=2/5, 4/5801




INTERCULTURE FALL 2015 No.144

OIS CLASS OF 2015
Graduation Day, 12 June

35



INTERCULTURE FALL 2015 No.144

OIS

Student Results Data

B Class of 2015 Profile

Nineteen (19) seniors representing ten
countries make up the class of 2015. All
plan to pursue university studies after
graduation.

Eight seniors claim English as their first
language, eight Japanese, and one each
for German, Urdu, and Korean.

MIBDP Results (May 2015)

IB Diploma results for the class of 2015:

17 seniors pursued the IB Diploma, and 5 of
those received Bilingual diplomas. The OIS IB
Diploma pass rate was 88%, with the
average IB Diploma score of 34. The highest
point awarded to a candidate was 42.

Subject stﬁ?iéc:rs Average
OIS World
Subject Group 1
English A HL 16 5.31 5.10
English A SL 1 6.00 5.23
Japanese A HL 4 6.00 6.02
Japanese A SL 3 6.67 6.02
Subject Group 2
Japanese AB SL 2 6.00 4.95
Japanese B HL 4 6.75 6.14
Japanese B SL 2 6.00 5.07
Spanish Ab SL 7 5.29 5.07
Subject Group 3
History Asia/Oce HL 7 5.00 5.12
History Asia/Oce SL 1 6.00 4.65
Economics HL 7 4.86 5.15
Economics SL 2 6.50 4.67
Subject Group 4
Biology SL 1 4.55 4.25
Chemistry HL 5 3.60 4.50
Chemistry SL 2 4.50 4.05
Physics HL 1 7.00 4.69
Physics SL 3 533 4.19
Subject Group 5
Mathematics HL 2 5.50 4.44
Mathematics SL 11 4.36 4.44
Math. Studies 5 4.00 4.49
Subject Group 6
Vsl.Arts Opt. A HL 4 5.25 4.85
Vsl.Arts Opt. B HL 2 6.00 5.02
Vsl.Arts Opt. B SL 4 6.25 4.24
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B College Matriculations 2010-2015

USA

Babson College, Massachusetts
Barnard College, Columbia

Berklee College of Music

Boston University

California State Polytechnic University
Carnegie Mellon

Chapman University, California
College of the Holy Cross, Massachusetts
Duke University

Earlham College, Indiana

Elon University, North Carolina
Marymount University, Virginia

New England Conservatory of Music
New York University

Occidental College

Ohio Northern University

Orange Coast College

Pacific University of Oregon

Pitzer College, California

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, NY
San Diego State University

State University of New York (SUNY) Stony
Brook

Temple University, Pennsylvania
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Los Angeles
University of lllinois

University of La Verne

University of Oregon

University of Pennsylvania

University of San Diego

University of San Francisco

University of Southern California
University of the Pacific

University of Utah

Vanderbilt University, Tennessee
Wesleyan University, Connecticut
Whitman College, Washington

United Kingdom/Europe

Instituto Marangoni, Milano Fashion School
Kingston University

University College London, School of
European Languages

University of Bristol

University of Nottingham

University of Sheffield

Canada

McGill University

University of British Columbia
University of Toronto

York University, Glendon

Japan

Aoyama University

Doshisha University
International Christian University
Kwansei Gakuin University
Osaka University

Sophia University

Waseda University

Graduation Requirements

English 4 credits
Humanities 3 credits
Sciences 3 credits
Mathematics 3 credifs
Language B 3 credits
Music 1 credit
Art 1 credit
Technology 1 credit
Physical Education/Health 2 credits
Theory of Knowledge 1 credit
Electives 2 credits
Total: 24 credits

1 credit = 1 academic year of study

*All students must complete the
extended essay as well as satisfy the
CAS (Creativity, Action, Service)
requirements of the IBDP.

SAT (2013-2015)

Subject s;‘::g:s Average
Critical Reading 54 534
Mathematics 54 618
Writing 54 555
Subject—Physics 7 712
Subject—Biology (E) 3 673
Subject - Biology (M) 3 643
Subject - Chemistry 3 653
Subject —Math 1 4 715
Subject—Math 2 1 720
Subject - Literature 5 652
Subject—Japanese 6 786
Subject - Chinese 2 785

Asia/Australia

Chengdu University

Hong Kong University of Science
and Technology

Monash University, Malaysia
Lahore University of Management
Sciences, Pakistan

Pakistan Institute of Fashion Design
Seoul National University College of
Engineering

University of Melbourne

University of the Philippines
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os World Champion
in the 2015 RoboCup

Bill Kralovec
OIS Head

I would like to highlight the achievements of OIS grade 11
student, Kai Junge. He was crowned world champion this sum-
mer in the 2015 RoboCup held in Hefei, China. The annual in-
ternational competition founded by the non-profit organization

RoboCup, promotes robotics and Al (artificial intelligence)
research by offering a publicly appealing, but formidable chal-
lenge. The stated goal of the project is to eventually (mid-
21st century) field a team of robots to defeat the winner of the
most recent World Cup. Quite a lofty goal! Kai participated in
the RoboCup Junior which is aimed at primary and secondary
students from ages 10-19. He leads the team robotics X that
competes in one of three challenges, the Rescue Competition.
The idea is to design, build and program a robot to go through
an obstacle course. The difficulty is making a robot that can
do multiple tasks, like in the picture above. Many hours of
work with his partner Koki Asami, resulted in the champion-
ship. They qualified for the world championship by winning
the Kyoto, Kansai and national competitions. This is his sixth
time in the world competition and after several second place
finishes, he broke through and won the championship. The key
winning was to limit the possibility of errors by carefully get-
ting rid of small bugs in the programming. Lots of research and

.-'1 5

—————

3 L
- 3 Bt
. Vs NJ

experimentation went into this winning formula. Robotics x
easily defeated their Croatian rival this time, getting revenge
for the 2013 defeat. Last year they lost to a Chinese team.

Kai was also awarded the best programming prize by Ro-
boCup officials at the event in Hefei. He was also recognized
this month by the Kyoto Prefecture division of culture and
sports for his accomplishments. He will go to the World Ro-
botic Olympiad in Doha, Qatar this November. Kai is a full IB
diploma programme student and the son of Mr. Johann and Jun
Junge. He has attended OIS since the end of fifth grade. We are
very proud of his accomplishments and wish him luck in Qatar.
He is one of the many talented students we are privileged to
teach here at OIS.
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@SIS Grade 10 @5 144

The two main events for Grade 10 this trimester were Sports
Day and the grade visit to KG campuses.

Rodney Ray

SIS 10-3 HR teacher, English

Since it was their second year for high school Sports Day, the
students wanted, and were given, more independence for their
preparations. There were some difficulties with performance
organization and with t-shirt ordering: both were related to a
lack of communication. Perhaps the main lesson to be learned
this year is that when working on a major project, it’s very
important to communicate effectively and in a timely manner
with all of the people involved in the project. Still, after a few
complications, everything came together pretty well and we
had a quite successful result in Sports Day, and it was very clear
that students have developed over the last year in their ability to
cooperate, to work together, and organize a major project.

Just a couple of days after Sports Day, grade 10 students went
on a campus visit and orientation to several KGU campuses.
This was after going through a process of selecting sample
courses to join. Almost all student were able to join their first
choice classes. This was a great opportunity for students to
get a sense of what university-level courses will be like, a nice
introduction to the KG campuses and facilities, and a valuable
learning experience even for students who are thinking of en-
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tering other universities. Many thanks to the Kwansei Gakuin
family university campuses for opening so many sample les-
sons and for accommodating our students that day.

Looking ahead: grade 10 is already more than half over!
As always happens once they enter high school, students are
starting to feel that their school years are passing more and
more quickly. I can tell you from my experience: that feeling
just grows and grows as you get older! Now is the time to be
continuing to research universities (you should already have
started this!), researching possible careers, and starting to make
decisions about your classes and schedule that will fit into
future goals. Once you get into grade 11, you really should be
getting quite focused in your studies. This coming winter break
might be a very good chance to spend some time reflecting on
your future path.
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<Topics>

B AIll School Production 2016

The All School Production
(ASP) for this school year will
be Grease. The original 1971
musical is set in 1959, in Chi-

cago Illinois. It was a Broad-
way and West End hit for many years. Grease was made into a
movie in 1978 starring John Travolta and Olivia Newton-John.
The soundtrack features American rock and roll songs and
deals with the working-class youth subculture of the time, “the
greasers” hence the name. We will perform the school version,
which is more suitable for teens and children, but maintains the
immortal songs we know and love. Performances take place in
the theatre February 4, 5 and 6, 2016.

PINK LADIES

Sandy — Niki Heimer

Rizzo— YukiSutton

Frenchy— MomoneOzawa/RayShindo

T.BIRDS

Danny — Yuto Baba

Kenickie — Allen Morimoto

Doody — Tyus Sheriff/Kentaro Kubo
Marty — Sonia Ito/Minami Izumikawa Roger — Justin Loew
Jan — Kyla Barke/Malka Bobrove
OTHERS

Patty — Manaka Oyama

Cha-Cha — Mio Fujikawa/Kurumi Fujioto
Miss Lynch— Airi Wakasa/Shuri Kozu

Radio Voice— Karin Suenaga

Sonny — Takuma Nakahara/Sakyo Hara

Eugene — Keigo Mikawa

Vince Fontaine — Kosuke Yonenaga
Johnny Casino — Kai Akashi

Teen Angel — Kai Akashi
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B Cross—country Skiing Camp Hf2Z &

School CalendarT1/4-5IZ FE IS4 TV /=Two Schools
Together Cross—country Skiing Camp® H f2 LT 2N H (720
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Art Exhibition

BA D HDEAE IR ELT

We no longer provide hard copies

OIS "Educator" and SOIS "INTERCULTURE"
A BIVE R T BEES v S22 KD Web
Pagell #2412, OIS®News Letter “Educator” 3L}
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Student Reporters £#ESE B mER T

@ ZHR L TTNRARYD CRRIIZF DL BINHVEL
72V B A2 — TV F 27 ECIEFAE “student reporter A”
72D T, (Arisa Iwasaki)

@ F—HNFr—bTFVHE T SOISTHE HW
—a—A0BHLinterculture.article@gmail.com £ TEEHK <72
XU, (Mana Miyazaki)

K AEFEFLE 2L THIWD NTF 2T TIZS N,

mER
VI NFETREE TRITET DI
Fr—EEHIBR-BMLZD, IRBAZEILIZD T 5D TT AR,

i, NV EAOEBUI LT IER0ER AT L, 20720
FIETNRKRERVEE T, ZOTMNalinoT=4y . ESHIZH
BaFRFESETOETNERNWET, (BHHER) WHALIZESTE
KI, ENENDOFEARBEZELATZDOTLEY R, STSGHEMIDERADAF, BFELL TWVF v _TIZTADLII~12
AN T T TEEL(P.20), £ HNELOMNIHH NTZHEHE

\_l//])7'7}\€’ Z_f; \ na
CBHUDTOEWERL, 12EEI12E5TIE, B D E

STZL#R, KR RS TLIZ, GTEFEE)

@ Editor : Hiroshi Baba(Math), Mitsuhiko Kono (Science) #Proofreaders : SIS AOPR Centre #Student Reporters : Mana
Miyazaki (SIS10), Arisa lwasaki (SIS8) #Photo : Nao Sadahisa (SIS10)
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