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The 5 Respects
Respect for Self

Respect for Others
Respect for Learning

Respect for the Environment
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International Mindedness as OIS
William (Bill) Kralovec

The concept of international y
mindedness is an overarching 1 International
concept embedded in all the In- 8 ) Baccalaureate
ternational Baccalaureate (IB)

OIS Head

curricular programs. It is not explicitly taught, but there should
be evidence of it in IB schools. The IB defines international
mindedness in three ways and I would like to comment on how
well we live up to these ideals.

The first concept is multilingualism. Almost all OIS students
are bilingual, all fluent in English and the majority fluent in
Japanese. There are also other languages found at OIS and I
feel we can do a better job of promoting languages other than
English and Japanese.

KWANSEl GAKUIN

The second concept is
intercultural competence

which is a bit harder to
observe. This means being
able to take the perspec-
tive of other cultures and
feel comfortable in other
cultures. Being comfort-
able not only at a cognitive
level, but at a psychological
and emotional level also.

This is a challenge for us
all, and many newcomers to
Japan take some time to adjust to the cultural norms of our host
nation.

The third concept is global engagement and it is found in our
mission statement, “...contributing to a global community”.
I feel we are quite strong in this area with our students go-
ing on to university study all over the world, especially North
America. Our community service program also sends the grade
11 students annually to Bali, Cambodia or Philippines and our
connections to sister schools in these developing nations has
certainly engaged our students in south east Asia. We also do
many fundraising efforts for international charities and non-
governmental organizations. For example earlier this trimester,
over $US 1,000 was raised for All Hands, an NGO rebuilding
schools in Nepal after the earthquake. The money was raised by
students from both schools.

I think we can always practice more international minded-
ness, on the school level and as individuals in the school com-
munity. Where I feel OIS and other international schools fall
short is the idea of international mindedness being an inspira-
tion for spurring action in our students, faculty and parents in
the area of social justice. The IB in its mission statement aims
to develop young people who will help to create a “better and
more peaceful world”. That is quite a lofty goal and if we truly
want to live this, a better and more peaceful world is created
through all of us taking action in social justice issues. We could
be seeing more action in our community on issues of equal op-
portunity, race, gender, poverty, religious intolerance, etc. I
would like to bring attention to this and see where all of us can
take action on social justice issues.

Castro, P., Lundgren, U., & Woodin, J. (december 2015).
International Mindedness through the looking glass: Reflec-
tions on a concept. Journal of Research in International Edu-
cation, 14(3), 187-197.
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All School Production 2016
Claire Udy
Director, SIS English

Recreating the well known and well loved production of Grease
for our school stage has been an exciting and challenging experience
for us all. All the talents of our super creative students have been
put on display to make this show fantastic. We have a really big cast
and a variety of grades as well which helped create a (loud!) buzz
during rehearsals. The cooperation between the students has been a
joy to see. They have supported each other and really made this an
enjoyable experience for themselves. We started this show way back
in mid October and the students’ ability to keep up their enthusiasm
and energy over the past months in the rehearsals was fabulous.

This is not a one person job and I have been very lucky to have
been surrounded by supportive and hardworking people who have
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worked tirelessly to get this show on the stage. The producers, art
department, music department, costume designers, elementary sup-
port and parents have been amazing in both their talents and their
organization in this wholly collaborative event. Thank you also to my
student director Ryotaro Kabai, who has worked so enthusiastically
both in front of the stage and in the pit.

I think, for me, the most satisfying thing about being involved with
ASP is seeing the progression from start to finish. To see the growth
in confidence of the students, many of whom have never been in this
kind of show before, and to see them shine on stage. I know the kids
are really proud of this show, as am I and we hope that everyone who
came to watch had a great night out. Thanks to the whole SOIS com-
munity for their support.
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Two Schools Together

AISA Results, Winter 2016
Basketball, Math Mania, Leadership

Sabers girls 2nd place, Sabers boys 5th
place, Sabers math mania team 3rd place

Peter Heimer
SOIS activities director, Boys Basketball Coach

Twenty-seven Sabers students and 6 Sabers coaches traveled
to South Korea, January 28-31, 2016, to participate in AISA
events.

*Mr. Bertman and Matsuda-sensei took the math mania and
leadership teams to Busan International Foreign School in
Busan, where the math mania team finished in 3rd place.

*Coach Heimer and Coach Routh traveled with the boys bas-
ketball team to Korea International School in Seoul where the
boys finished in 5th place. SIS junior Kai Fujita was named to
the all-tournament team. Special mention goes to SIS senior
Kan Sawabe who played in his final Sabers basketball game,
capping a great 6-year Sabers hardwood career.

*Coach Sagara and Coach Hirai and the Sabers girls basket-
ball team competed at Seoul International School where the
girls battled to an impressive 2nd place finish. SIS seniors Fuka
Ugai and Minami Uemura, playing in their final Sabers basket-
ball games, were named to the all-tournament team as was SIS
junior Rio Kurosaki. OIS senior Emily Yamanaka played in her

final basketball game in the black and purple.
Congratulations to all Sabers athletes, mathematicians, and
student leaders, and a big thank you to the coaches.

SENRI & OSAKA
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS
SABERS ATHLETICS

TFNRT YR R—)L 24
HRRF
LFNR G PR — L — T (RIE B

A =R A ST ERIE, 454 LWV KT CAZ— L E
L7zo LU G, NAT Y MR —)LEVS AR —Y D iz H
TANR—=ZDF — L5 (EAREFEID/NED) DB FICED
WO AAANE HEELDAIEDTD . B IILAE WL DONEL,
2 MG TIIEBATRIE I > TLEVWEL, AT, 0T
BHBECHAZBVUIT ST —Ru % Bl TRV RN
TEHIIARBITTIES LWL | 30 BnEd,

ZL T, L FIEh—F A POFERTT,

FFIE, 1A15H, 16 HIZR R CREINJVE—F AT
T, ZZ T, VOANR—=THHDIFELED, 72D B0
EHOINCT — AR Lon0EEED, RENICHEZELZ, VOW]
AAR—F AT, R—=ARAT— LD RESIHT B LN E
ILTHTETIZ, TR RDOTA IV ORIEICH2 R Z TR, 5
ALV R EIRFETACIRDE LT, VR DR A TR E O
SISTORESNIZAISAN—TF AT, FIERICERS A OK
ISIZEA., TELWAZ =R CL0, FRLIBIIES TAT T,
M TRITTH, RZIFTRAE—F, 585 Tl ic Al
RNEWVIRY S — DTt HEEGERL EUT, BB TH O 1
T BT TKISIZIE, FL THIENDRE R LRV EL 7228,
10 F U EEWTF — 25 R 2 CBIET D5 '/ N— D7
CELEEASIZTIESL LRI OTL, FFiCxy 7 Trel
T, 2—RELTF —2EEF L&A I A B ER150E
FNIHT TRV NSIRE AN, T—AF T — DT AT 2V AD AN
A YRARSID, SRS 2 — AR Y AROEmilyd3 A D =
TNz VTEENBAY, HEREOIT LT —ACHBR LA A
FI—FODE, h—RA—=D—L3RA L a—rDH)Ga, U
TR —DNIR, 7Rl TRl A DR IRT TR LRSS
2D T2 AISANL LW FE ISR S IAE DD D72 L
E3x 8



INTERCULTURE WINTER 2015-2016 No.145

Math Mania & Leadership conference
Rie Matsuda Kevin Bertman
OIS Japanese OIS Mathematics

OIS grade 12 students Hanami Nagasaka, Sara Willenkin,
Sungwook Eun, Re Ea Tay and Yuichi Yoshioka , and OIS
grade 11 students Tuvshinjargal Battogoo, Kai Junge and Silo-
juan Silva accompanied by OIS Japanese teacher Ms. Matsuda
and OIS mathematics teacher Mr Bertman participated in the
AISA Math Mania & Leadership conference at Busan Interna-
tional Foreign School (BIFS) from 28th - 31st January 2016.

Math Mania consisted of a series of individual and group
challenges. Students investigated simple problems such as
“assuming the earth orbits the sun once every 365 days, how
many revolutions does the earth make on its own axis in one
year?” You may think the answer is 365 but it isn’t. A more
complicated problem they investigated was “200 passengers
board a completely sold out flight, one-by-one. The first person
to board has lost his ticket so he chooses a random seat. Each
subsequent person sits in the correct seat if it is available, or a
random seat if it is not. Determine the probability that the final
person to board the aeroplane sits in the correct seat”.

The leadership conference was run by the head of school
at BIFS, Mr. Kevin Baker. Topics covered included: what is
leadership?, emotional intelligence, the differences between
leadership and management, and philosophy of leadership.
Next, students were encouraged to create an individual philoso-
phy of leadership and write a statement on their own. They also
made action plans based on their goals to improve the situation
at each school. Sara and Hanami chose “two schools together”
as their topic and made their own action plan. The plans were
shared, commented, advised, and questioned by other partici-
pants from different schools.

The leadership students concluded their sessions with a trip
to the science museum. After that both the Math Mania and
leadership participants took part in an engineering challenge.
Students had to design a bridge which met certain criteria us-

ing only a limited
amount of re-
sources. Sara and
her team got Ist
place for design-
ing the most ef-

ficient bridge.
The host fami-
lies were very accommodat-
ing and students had a great
time. The conference was
an excellent opportunity for
our talented mathematicians

and future leaders to work
together with other likeminded students from other schools.

The Results of SOIS Math Contest

(also AISA Math try out)

November 26-27 (*AISA Math participants)

The Best Mathematician : Ryotaro Kabai (SIS11)
Excellent Mathematicians : Ryoko Izuta (SIS12),
*Kai Junge (OIS11), *Sungwook Eun (OIS12),
*Yuichi Yoshioka (OIS12), *Felishia (OIS11), *Moe
Hayashi(OIS11), Yutaro Tanaka(SIS9)

Good Mathematicians : *Silojuan Silva(OIS11), TJ

(OIS11)

WJAA and AISA

Senri and Osaka International Schools of Kwansei
Gakuin =SOIS belongs to two competitive activities
leagues, one domestic and one international, each with
season-ending championship tournaments.

The domestic league is called the Western Japan Activi-
ties Association (WJAA) and consists of several schools:
* Canadian Academy = CA (Kobe)
* EJ King High School =EJK (Sasebo)
* Fukuoka International School
* Hiroshima International School
* International Christian Academy Nagoya
* Kyoto International University Academy = KIUA
 Marist Brothers International School (Kobe)
* MC Perry High School = MCP (Iwakuni)

* Nagoya International School
* Senri and Osaka International Schools of Kwansei Gakuin
* Sons of Light School (Takarazuka)

Our international league is called the Association of In-
ternational Schools in Asia (AISA), which consists of four
schools:

* Korea International School = KIS

* Senri and Osaka International Schools of Kwansei Gakuin
* Seoul International School = SIS

* Yokohama International School =YIS

Through AISA, SOIS students participate in many ac-
tivities: basketball, volleyball, soccer, swimming, tennis,
band, orchestra, choir, student council, and mathematics.
Season-ending events are held each year at a league mem-
ber school on a rotational basis.
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Two Schools Together

Many People Placed in Running Events

Hiroshi Baba

Runnning Club Coach, SIS Math

W11/29 FE<S5VY

Bampaku Marathon and SOIS Cup 3km Run were held at the
expo park near Expo City. In total 27 people finished and 4
people placed.

<Bampaku Marathon>

5km #f_FA3% A May Murakami-Smith (SIS10) placed 6th/59
5km Fx=— 47 Tara Cheney (Faculty) placed 3rd/51

5km }& 4518 $ Hiroshi Baba (Faculty) placed 6th/56

10km 7. AE{%=FN-F-Sawako Tachibana (SIS12) placed 3rd/28
20km f& 354 A Yuto Baba (OIS10) finished

<SOIS Cup 3km Run Gr.4-9> Top 3

Girls

Ist B3 % Nanjo Mai (SIS7), 2nd fF F/% Lisa Nin (SIS7),
3rd 543 48t L iffi Julia Torieda (SISS)

Boys

1st %25 Goshi Tanaka (SIS8), 2nd i FH Kt Taiga Ikeda
(SIS7), 3rd & #1$HE Takuma Yoshimura (SIS8)

W1/ XRAHRISVY

Ibaraki City Marathon was held at Banpaku Stadium. Total 21
people finished 3km/Skm/10km.

<3km> School Best 49th out of 180 FE ¥k & Mai Nanjo (SIS7)
<5km> School Best 38th out of 220 #v b/ FEMEE Hugo Sutton
(SIS7)

W2/7EEHRYSVY

Settsu City Marathon was held at Yodo river-bank in Settsu city
on Feb. 7. In total 13 people finished and 4 people placed.

[ i -
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<Placed>

3km Gr.7 Boys 2nd ¥y b/ 7R (E Hugo Sutton (SIS7)

3km Gr.7 Girls 4th 1 F/% Lisa Nin (SIS7)

3km Gr.7 Girls 6th F 35 % Mai Nanjo (SIS7)

5km Men Age 40 and up 6th J& #5518 52 Hiroshi Baba (Faculty)

Sabers Website TA/\—X DT TH Ak

Peter Heimer
SOIS activities director
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Nearly all information about Sabers sports — including
team news, schedules, results, online sign up and permis-
sion forms, handbooks, homestay explanations, photos,
videos, Sabers TV shows — can be found on the Sabers ath-
letics website at sabers.senri.ed.jp. Please bookmark this
site and visit it often.

Sabers TV

http://sabers.senri.ed.jp/sabers-tv.html
"Welcome to another episode of Sabers TV!"

On every other Wednesday morning of each month, Sa-
bers TV is broadcast to all classrooms via SOIS's in-school
television network. (Check out the Sabers TV website
for digital replays of each show.) Student anchors, inter-
viewers, camera operators, and control board technicians
all work together to put on this polished biweekly show
containing updates on Sabers results and interviews with
coaches and players. With the technical expertise of Mr.
Frater and minimal guidance from Mr. Heimer, the students
write, organize, rehearse, promote, produce and broadcast
the show on their own...and have lots of fun doing so. The
students work hard, enjoy much fun and camaraderie, and
provide an informative and entertaining service to the Sa-
bers community.
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SOIS HS Winter Concert
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Two Schools Together

Natural Disaster Collaboration

SIS Grade 8 & OIS Grade 4
Lora Vimont
OIS Grade 4 Teacher
OIS Grade 4 teacher
and SIS Grade 8 English

teacher recently learned
that they have something
very important in com-
mon. They BOTH have
been working with their

students on natural disas-
ter topics in their respective classrooms over the past couple of
months! With this in mind, both teachers have joined together
to provide their students with opportunities to share their newly
acquired knowledge and their creative brain power on a collab-
orative project aimed at educating others on what to do in the
event of disaster-related emergencies.

The SIS grade 8 students kicked things off at the end of
January with a spirited presentation in the Grade 4 classroom
on their recent learnings about Earthquakes. Beginning with
a dramatic introduction of siren sounds, two student emcees
entered the room equipped with hardhats and flashlights and
explained that their classmates would be sharing a variety of
information which included facts about some famous earth-
quakes in Japan as well as what people should do before and
during an earthquake disaster. Splitting up into 4 different pre-
sentation groups, the Grade 8 students presented their knowl-
edge in English, showing many large and beautifully illustrated
posters that they created. They also invited the Grade 4s to test
their knowledge with some quiz games that they prepared as
well. When the presentations were finished, some Grade 8s
sang a few songs about the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake
and the recent Great East Earthquake of 2011.

After the Grade 8 presentations, the Grade 4 class then had a
bit of time to talk with the older students about a creative idea
they have for making puppet shows to help explain to others
how to survive a variety of natural disasters including earth-
quakes, tsunamis, volcanic eruptions, landslides, avalanches
and sinkholes. Armed with the toy puppets and the scenery
they have been working on in their art classes with Ms. Hen-
best, the Grade 4 students relished the chance to share the ideas
they have thought of so far and to get new ideas from the older
students. Over the next few weeks, both classes will be collabo-
rating to put these puppet shows together in digital format for
the purpose of informing a global audience on what to do to in
order to survive these disaster situations.

Together the SIS Grade 8 and OIS Grade 4 classes are
working as one to be, informed, caring and creative individuals
contributing to a global community.

10

/K1 #F Kaori Minakuchi
SIS Grade 8 S+ English teacher
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Rodney Ray
SIS English

The following students have reported recent re-
sults on the Society for Testing English Proficiency's
(STEP) Test in Practical English Proficiency (Eiken).
Many people reported passing the exam this time;
special congratulations to Aidan Suzuki, Ray Shindo,
Kazushi Konosu and EJ Shiina, who passed the highest
level of the test.

Good job everybody! Remember, if you take the
Eiken, be sure to report your results to lihara-san in the
Business Office.

School Grade Class Student Name
1% (Level 1)

SIS 11 1 Konosu, Kazushi
SIS 11 3 Shiina, Everett Tatsuhiro
SIS 09 3 Shindo, Ray

SIS 09 2 Suzuki, Aidan
#E1#k (Level P1)
SIS 11 4 Asai, Amane

OIS 07 Bobrove, Malka

SIS 11 4 Catrysse, Hannelore Mai
SIS 11 1 Hara, Sakyo

SIS 07 3 Kawabata, Tomoki

SIS 12 2 Kikuchi, Shunsuke

SIS 08 3 Matsumoto, Kana

SIS 09 3 Oda, Ayumu

SIS 11 2 Shiobara, Shun
SIS 07 3 Tanaka, Kojiro
SIS 11 2 Watanabe, Ayuki
SIS 11 2 Yamane, Rintaro
2i% (Level 2)

SIS 11 2 Adachi, Ryosuke
SIS 11 1 Hiroi, Risa

SIS 08 1 Kashiwagi, Momoka
SIS 11 3 Oji, Nao

SIS 11 1 Okamura, Asaki
SIS 11 1 Okuda, Mio

SIS 09 2 Toda, Hiroki

Pierre Turlur
French

We would like to congratulate several students of the
French department who passed brilliantly DELF DALF
exams. These exams are part of the Common European
Framework of References for Languages and are at an
advanced level of a foreign language learner. The French
department offers this possibility which enables students
to enter most French speaking Universities without taking
an entry exam. The DELF/DALF is a difficult yet elaborate
exam that is aiming at effective communication, both oral
and written.

In SIS, Momo Nakakita and Rika Uemura passed the
B2 and B1 levels respectively and in OIS, Sola Lutringer
and Manon Raby-Natsuaki passed the B1 and B2 levels.
We also would like to mention the excellent results of Fuka
Ugai who passed Futsuken san kyu, Rie Hanafusa who
passed the Futsuken Jun Ichi and the DELF B1 and Mika
Ohsaka who passed the Futsuken ni kyu.

DELF/DALF Futsuken {AEEHREHERZHE1E

TSVREDLAILIZDNT
a—ay X UrEOHOLE, BINFE#HES ST —ay 30
FHERFFEITHL AL (FIR) ~C2 (k) DE-H>DL~ L%
FELTWET, REOFE LR TB2L L & LIRETCl
P ERMBELENTWET, 79 AERABEERRBET T
AFEEMFABRIT, DELF(AL, A2, B1, B2), DALF(C1, C2)®
6ODL NN HNET, DALFCIEZRETAHLTTADK
HEOEMNERFCR G ST oND T 7 AFERE R BRI
FRIIVET, Futsuken CURRH#E BB Y 70 AGhE e E
Bk = (L) 1Z. DELF/DALFE LD L4152 E 0 B3 1T
LT VR TT, 5L IRETTOOL L BHYET, 2
WNDELFBI, #1#kSDELFB2, 1#%ADALF(C1, C2)ZHH
YLET,
(BAASUE ST =7 ARLD)
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TV, REICEFEAESLELE,

SAED _EBF 52X AUl Chinese Proficiency Test H1[EEEEE K
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BHIFLHAALDOE, BT N THERE CHRET DT AN
DT, MEWMDDOLKETLIZMN, RO E SR EESELE
L7,

BEADE T TCERVEENHLELZFIELIENE
TARBIZBOTEITENEL, bbb S A DT
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N VERTE
HY =z
AR
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LA AT I 7 IVEE R ERBRIC I B A LS A
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SOIS Book Mark Contest

Sarah Wakefield
Librarian
We would like to congratulate all of the winners of our annual
SOIS Book Mark Contest for 2016. We received 265 entries
from 160 participants. Librarians, art teachers, and school ad-
ministration chose bookmarks based on artistry and the genre
illustrated. Thank you to all participants. The winning book
marks will be available in the library for all community mem-
bers by 18 January 2016.
SOIS Annual Bookmark Contest winners 2016
<OIS>
Elementary School
KA Farah Junaputra, KB Leotaro Waahlin, G1 Miku Hara,
G2 Yoonjae Lee, G4 Mia Sawamoto, G5Hyo-Jin Kim
Middle School
G6 Aoto Utsugi, G7 Natsuki Hiura, G7 Miyu Suzuki,
G8 Lisa Yokoe, G8 Sean Doman
High School
G11 Saria Howard
OIS headmaster’s choice
G5 Eunseo Kwak, G6 Jeffrey Tsang
OIS ES principal’s choice
KB Tina Maeckelburg

<SIS>

Middle School

G7 Zhi Lin Liu, G7 Koyomi Takemasa, G8 Kei Hirakawa, G8
Marianangiu Valentini

High School

G10-4 Kimi Sakai, G12 Ryoko Izuta
Artist’s choice

G7 Koyomi Takemasa,

G9 Yuka Nakayama, G9 Chie Ishiyama
SIS headmaster’s choice

G9 Ami Nishigaki

Please enjoy the works of winners.

Book of Haikus in French
Pierre Turlur
French

Montagnes Flottantes (Fleeting Mountains) is a book of
haikus in French inspired by the work of Santoka , Osaki
Hozai and the great Sumitaku Kenshin. In a free form style,
more suited to Western languages, it captures aspects, im-
ages, moments and brief encounters in a modern Japan
filled with surprises and wonders. The fruit of ten years of
work and travels, these little pieces express life as it comes
and goes, raw, undisguised by useless thoughts or worries,
collecting in passing what most people would not even
bother to notice.

the pouring rain drenches everything
even
itself

Osaka subway station
an old woman limps

splendid autumn

she goes kissing

everybody's lips
whirling snow

apetal at a time
the cherry tree paints itself

on the tarmac

flottantes

shedding this skin, bones crushed
what is left?
mountains, mountains

Anything really... from particles of dust flying in the
daylight to an homeless man beaming away, from the very
beauty of nature and people to the seemingly dirty corners
of our cities, nothing is rejected, but just seen as is.

Pierre Turlur, the author, a former University literature
and philosophy teacher, a trained Soto Zen priest who cur-
rently teaches French in our school, is now working on a
forthcoming novel as well as a book about Madhyamika
Buddhist philosophy. You are always welcome to drop in
room 316 for a chat about poetry, magic, music, literature,
art, life or more simply and more likely, French language!
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SOIS Cross-country Skiing Camp

February 12-13, 2016

Cross Country Ski Trip
Bill Kralovec
OIS Head

Students from both OIS and SIS attended a Two Schools To-
gether cross country ski excursion during the school break in
February. The trip was organized by SIS mathematics teacher
and triathlon club leader, Mr. Hiroshi Baba. Over 60 students
attended the trip, including six this year from OIS.

Cross country skiing is an excellent form of exercise that
people can do their entire lives. Not only is it good for one’s
fitness, but also it gives people the opportunity to get outdoors
and enjoy the quiet beauty of the winter woods. The Tateyama
National Outdoor Youth Learning Center is dedicated to pro-
moting outdoor activities in our youth. With the ever increasing
allure of the internet and more children growing up in urban
areas, it is a challenge to get students out into the nature. At
Tateyama, they are working against those trends. The students
were taught how to put on the equipment and techniques for
skiing.

Besides the skiing, in the evening, the students played team
building games in the gymnasium at the facilities. It was a good
opportunity for students from the two schools to get to know
each other and make connections. The trip culminated with
boys and girls cross country ski races and prizes were given to
the winners. However, all the students who attended the trip
were winners because they got to get outdoors and experience
the beautiful alpine scenery. Snow brings out the child in ev-
eryone, and it was heartwarming to see the teenagers building
forts, making snowmen and having snowball fights like they
were in elementary school again. Cross country skiing is also
great exercise and much cheaper and less crowded than down-
hill skiing and it is hoped our students will pursue this activity
as adults.

The students and faculty enjoyed themselves and we hope to
do the trip again next winter.

&

BEL
SISECFFF

“Two Schools Together SOIS Cross Country Skiing Camp”{3.
WL RRTHDSISEOISH LB MAfEZ [FIRFICSEEL | 218
AFRTHREL TWDFy 7T, 3E HOAFEITm K GHE T
WBERED3L DELENBILELT, EZTOREREM
B EE B L IROEN LI EF AR B IROZII K HS
A THIBIER, D 72 T, FZE— IOt R¢3, ¥R
1Z7aAH N — 2% —Z BRI B O 6RO, RIS A%
VI D L BEBRIN—INZIEWN IR, 1TEAE 1264
DL 7L —a Al @5 LTIV T, 6EEND 124 E E T
B ToFl b AR B ELZ, 28 BiL, FlLbEL7m

AT N =A% — BN TET, BHRIZHAWZD ESTDIE-TD
TEDIDNTRVFELT, H%IFRE THI400mD PR fE = — 2% 3
B4 5L —2%1TV B ABEITE MR R SESELZ, W
ANARBAEZ D TN AEEOEI A, FRFELSMIL
TLIEENY,

Cross Country Skiing Race Results

<Placed> Boys: 1st {L_F#fJ Sosuke Egami (SIS9), 2nd JEA%E K
Sakyo Hara (SIS11),
3rd JRUA K Kodai
Hara (SIS9), Girls:
1st B H2E+- Kyoko
Sakurai (SIS9), 2nd {T:
FI¥ Lisa Nin (SIST),
3rd X M -EfE Natsumi |
Takeda (SIS9) !
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sis Learning In English, not Learning English

What is “English” for SIS?

In SIS we use English as one of the biggest tools of
communication. We talk in English about the class or
the club with some of the teachers, and some of you
are talking with friends in English also.

Since G7, Art, Music, and half of PE class (also English
class of course!) are held in English, and in high school
more classes are available with not Japanese, but Eng-
lish. We can use English as a big tool of learning if we
take those classes.

We are not only learning the grammar of English but
also using English for other activities in school!

Good news!

It’s not actually a recent news but since last year, we
have been able to take the IBDP (International Bac-
calaureate Diploma). Even if you don’t take IBDP there
were many classes we can learn “in” English. There
are MUN and “Language and Culture” classes, some
history classes in Social studies, and a math class that
uses an IB textbook.

Even if your English is not good enough to be able
to study the IB diploma course, you can still study for
the IB certificate of English as a second language. You
can get the certificate if you take classes of IB English
B standard level or higher level and take the IB exam in

Spring of G12. It became easier to take those classes

because of the changes in registration.

Comments from teachers

IB English B Standard level ( for i level students)

Teacher: Mr. Ray
- Please tell us about your class briefly.

This class is a two-year program designed for ambi-
tious i-level students who want to challenge the cer-
tificate for Group 2 in the IB. Assessments are done
according to the IB guidelines, and then translated into
SIS-style grades.

*What kind of advantage can we get if we take IB Eng-
lish B standard level and get the certificate?

First, the IBis a modern, internationally-focused edu-
cational framework, with carefully-thought out and
clearly-expressed educational goals and assessment
criteria. The aims of the English B course reflect the IB
values of developing reflective, caring, independent
learners. Grades are externally marked and/or moder-
ated, so that, for example, if you got a "6" for your final
grade, that score is comparable to a "6" by any English
B student around the world. That can be a valuable
number when you are applying for university, either
overseas, or to an "international" course at a Japanese
university, and even if it were not, the activities of the
class will be good preparation for overseas or interna-
tional-type college study.

-Please write a message for the students who are
thinking about taking IB English B standard level.

The IB English B program is designed for AMBITIOUS
students, who have usually gotten very good grades
in English classes in grades 7-9. If your English average
isn't at LEAST a B, you probably won't get a very good
score for the IB exams...

(to the next page)

International
® ¥ Baccalaureate
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English B higher level ( h level students)
Teacher: Mr. Sheriff

- Please tell us about your class briefly.

This course is a two year course for students at h
level. | will teach the first year, focusing on develop-
ing English communication skills in writing, reading,
speaking and listening. During the first year of stud-
ies, the students will read two pieces of literature
and practice the assessment pieces required of the
IB exam. Specifically, students will work on reading
comprehension, presentation skills, interactive com-
munication and writing in various text types. Courses
during the first year are open to non-IB students and
include Creative Nonfiction, Cross-Cultural Coming of
Age Narratives and To Kill a Mockingbird. Mr. Avery
will teach the second year of the course in conjunction
with his MUN course. He will continue developing the
various skills and help prepare the students for the ac-
tual IB assessment in May of that year.

-What kind of advantage can we get if we take the IB
English B higher level and get the certificate?

The IB is an internationally recognized academic pro-
gram with rigorous standards. A certificate shows that
a student has dedicated him or herself to their studies.
Universities all over the world, including Japan, recog-
nize and value this program.

-Please write the message for the students who are

thinking about taking IB English B higher level.
students who want a challenge and truly want to de-

velop all aspects of their English ability should take this

course.

International Relations and Global Society
Teacher: Mr. Datta

- Please tell us about your classes briefly.

The class focuses on understanding the present day
world. For additional info, please see the online sylla-
bus.

-Do you have any message for the students who are
thinking about taking your classes?

Keep thinking about WHY things are the way they are!
Try and keep abreast with news.

Comment from students

English B Standard Level (i level students)
Mona Takahashi

Inthe IB class, we discuss a lot. We talk about charac-

ters’ personality , setting and plot from the book that
we are reading in the class. There is a lot of vocabu-
lary to remember for the vocabulary tests and also
there is journal and reading questions every week. |
sometimes feel the homework is difficult , but by do-
ing those assignments, | think it will be useful in the

future.

English B higher level ( h level students)

Soyoka Nakamura

We wrote three observational essays in one trimes-
ter. For me, writing assignments like essays are hard
to do and | have to put a lot of effort in order to write
a good essay. We've learned about youth subcultures
and looked for observable and non-observable details
about them, and also done a play about interviewing a
Japanese subculture. | feel that IB classes are more dif-
ficult compared to normal English classes. The grading
for assignments and tests got a bit strict too.

International Relations and Global Society

Kentaro Kubo

In this class, we learn about international relations
in the 20th century. We have many oral activities dur-
ing the class and we have the opportunity to make
the grading criteria for the class. Through out the
course, you will be studying international relations
from different perspectives.

Edited by Student Reporter M
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ois High Achievement on PSAT

Bill Kralovec
OIS Head

OIS students in grades 10 and 11 completed the PSAT (pre-
liminary scholastic aptitude test) on October 14, 2015. This
month the results will be mailed to the students but schools
have access to the scores online. The PSAT is a preparatory test
for the SAT, which is used by many universities in the United
States and other countries for admission decisions. Both tests
are written by College Board, a non-profit organization dedi-
cated to “connecting students to college success and opportu-
nity”.

The results of the 26 SOIS students taking the exam were
remarkable. Six grade 10 students scored at or above the 90th
percentile of all students taking the test. Over 3.5 million stu-
dents are tested annually with the PSAT. Almost all the OIS stu-
dents scored above grade level benchmarks. The average score
of the OIS students is between the 70th and 80th percentiles of
all test-takers.

The faculty and administration were especially interested in
these PSAT scores because it was the new version of the PSAT.
The SAT test is changing formats this spring and the October
2015 PSAT test, which prepares students for the SAT and gives
them an indication on how they will perform, was the first
administration of the new test format. The changes in the SAT
are claimed by College Board to reflect more accurately, high
school curriculum. They are taking heavily from the American
“common core” standards. The common core are a set of clear
college- and career-ready standards for kindergarten through
12th grade English language arts/literacy and mathematics.
Many states in America are adopting the literacy and math-
ematics common core standards. The new SAT is supposed

to reflect what the students are learning in school and is more
similar to the ACT, the other big admissions test used by North
American universities.

OIS counselor Melissa Lamug will meet individually with
all the students to go over their results. The PSAT results come
with booklets that explain the answers. OIS testing coordinator,
John Van Plantinga has many resources for students who want
to improve their scores or prepare for the tests.

We are a College Board testing center and we administer the
SAT several times a year. Our SAT sessions on May 7 and June
4 will be the new version of the SAT that debuts internationally
in next month.

Congratulations to our students on their fine performance on
the PSAT!

Further reading:

Everything You Need to Know About the New SAT New
York Times October 28,2015 (link)

Common Core website (http://www.corestandards.org/)

OIS Alumna Recording Artist Jyongri
Bill Kralovec
OIS Head
The other day while driving over to the Kwansei Gakuin
campus, the leadership team heard a song by OIS alumna,
Jyongri come on the radio. She graduated in 2005 and
went on to become a pop star in Japan. Above is one of her
many singles, “Unchanging Love” that reached the up-
per echelons of the Japan music pop charts. She has been
arecording artist and songwriter, living in Tokyo since
her debut single, “Possession — My All For You” reached
#16 in 2006. Her songs have also been featured on many
television programs ending themes. She also studied at the
Berklee College of Music and Waseda University in Tokyo.
Our school has one of the best music programs in the
world for international schools and Jyongri is one of the

many examples of
the talented musi-
cians that have
studied at SOIS. She
was a highlight of
the 20th anniversary
celebration of the
school five years
ago, as part of the
community perfor-
mances. Whether

-

{'m

it be popular music or classical or even traditional, the
talented students and graduates of SOIS continue to make
their mark in the world of music.

We wish her continued success in her career and are
looking forward to hearing her next release.
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ois Young Performers

Elementary students in ASP ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WINTER CONCERT .
4-6 February @ Theatre Friday 11 December @Theatre 14
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] 355254 Grade Reports

@ SIS Grade 7 144

At The End of your First Year at SIS
Frances Namba

SIS7-2HR teacher, English

It’s hard to believe that we are almost at the end of this school
year and that it will soon be 12 months since the grade 7 stu-
dents arrived at SIS as shy, nervous newcomers. What a differ-
ence a year can make! Today the students are settled, confident
and getting ready to welcome the next group of newcomers. I
hope they will be thoughtful, helpful and friendly 8th graders
giving wise advice and setting a good example to the younger
students who will, without doubt, be looking to them as role
models.

It has been a year packed with events and experiences and
each and every one of the 7th graders has grown and changed
during it. I hope that they have learnt the value of the 5 Re-
spects and understood the responsibility that having more free-
dom in school brings with it.

In addition to the 5 Respects, we have also focused on the
school mission statement: Informed, Caring, Creative Individ-
uals Contributing to a Global Community. In long homeroom
this trimester we have informed ourselves of the hardships fac-
ing so many people around the world who live in poverty and
discussed ways of showing we care about them with creative
and thoughtful ways to help. We are about to start sharing our
knowledge and asking for cooperation from the SOIS school
community in contributing to the global community to support
children in India and Cambodia.

We’d like to say thank you to the SOIS Athletics Director,
Mr Peter Heimer for his informative talk on the project he led
to build a school in Cambodia — the SOIS School of Hope. Stu-
dents were inspired by his words and photographs and many
have expressed an interest in helping develop the school even
further or even visiting the school for their trip in grade 11!
Munemasa sensei talked to us about India and Mother Teresa’
s Missionaries of Charity in Calcutta. He was assisted by Waka
Takahashi (7-2) who visited India last year and shared with us
some of her photographs of Mother Teresa’s grave, a school she
visited and the Taj Mahal.

I hope everyone can enjoy the last few weeks of this school
year and finish with a sense of satisfaction that it has been a
productive, educational and fulfilling twelve months.
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@SIS Grade 9 A3 A

Course Selection

Mark Avery

SIS Grade 9-4 HR teacher, English

A unique aspect of this school’s high school program is
course selection and in February, the grade 9 students will be
fully engaged in the process for the first time. The school’s Aca-
demic Affairs (Kyoumu) Department works very hard to ensure
the best range of courses are available so students can engineer
an individual program that will enable them to reach their full
potential as human beings. They continually consult with fac-
ulty and strive to improve the amount of choices the students
have and ensure the whole school program facilitates the acqui-
sition of the broadest possible range of important knowledge
and skills.

The students who gain the most from being able to design
their own study program are those who fully understand its
purpose and seek to take the most advantage of it. They are the
students who know themselves and the direction they would
like their lives to go in. They aim to create a balanced program
that will further develop their strengths and address their weak-
nesses. They are self-aware and look for challenges. They start
the process early enough to ensure they have time to carefully

consider their choices. They read the small print in the course
handbook, consult with teachers, and speak to students who
have taken a particular course to get more information about it.
They listen to advice from teachers and friends but in the end,
they make independent and well-informed decisions.

If you consider all that can be gained from this aspect of our
school’s program, you will understand why it is sad to see a stu-
dent rushing to finish her or his selections an hour before they
have to be submitted or, in the worst case scenario, copying the
selections of a friend. Perhaps that student doesn’t understand
the purpose of the course selection system, or perhaps that
student has not comprehended the five respects. In either case,
rushing through the process suggests “Respect for Self” and
“Respect for Learning” may not have made their way into that
student’s scheme of things. However, even if you fear that your
grade 9 son or daughter has not given careful enough consider-
ation to their course selection this time, you can help. Take time
to talk about the process and encourage your child. Help them
to identify their strengths and believe in the benefits of facing
new challenges. It is much easier and more fun to put time into
making decisions for ourselves when our self-esteem is in tact.

It is our hope as educators that providing these unique op-
portunities to students makes them more responsible, indepen-
dent and spirited, and motivates them to strive to become more
invested in their own learning and ultimately, more “informed,
caring creative individuals contributing to the global commu-
nity.”

Ms. Shigaki, Ms. Yamashiro, Ms. Udy and I will look for-
ward to seeing you on March 14th at graduation. If you have
any questions about graduation, please ask your child’s home-
room teacher or contact a parent who is on the committee.

@SIS Grade 10 B4R 14E4E
Steven Sheriff
SIS Grade 10-2 HR teacher, English

Tenth graders in the United States are commonly referred
to as “sophomores.” This curious word combines two Greek
word roots that seemingly don’t go together: Sophos means
“wise” in Greek and, moros means “foolish.” Although some
might find being called a wise-fool somewhat confusing or of-
fensive, I see it as a fitting term for tenth graders as this year is
often the time they start to mature and become more thoughtful
(not always successfully). The sophomore year is an impor-
tant transition period when students start to think more seri-
ously about their life goals and how the remainder of their high
school years can help them shed foolish tendencies and find
solid footing on the path to wisdom.

Over the past few months the tenth grade students have taken
some strides in the right direction through some of our activi-
ties in homeroom. Early this year, students took a careers in-
ventory survey called the R-Cap, which helped students learn
about various career options linked to personal interests and
skills. We spent time during homeroom discussing and analyz-
ing the results of this survey and the students started investigat-

29



INTERCULTURE WINTER 2015-2016 No.145

533181 KRR 5 /046 3 B AR T = — L O 5%
BEDEC, SISIEMHAZMS AN RICESEEZH
LELTe, RBRIFO MBS SR ILAST Rn D, EF 1Edh
DARIZTIRIZNTHH D12, "While their guitar gently
weeps LV REA T, RIETE — ML RES ifi i ] 00 AR
T, fESIE. 3A23H (OK) ~4H10H (A) I KRFRFAL
Ha e [ A (RO PR T AR) CRORSET,

EAUEARYEREE 5 )

ing how to develop an educational plan during high school and
beyond that will help them prepare for a suitable and desirable
career. Now is the time for sophomores to seriously consider
how course selection, extra-curricular activities, summer study
programs and other decisions can affect these plans. If you
haven’t had the chance to discuss the R-Cap results with your
child yet, I encourage you to start this conversation as soon as
possible.

As you most likely know, Senri International School of
Kwansei Gakuin was named a Super Global High School this
year. Part of this program will require students to write and
present a research paper on a specific global issue. Recently
our gakkunen was introduced to the program and the options
they will have in terms of participating in actual field research
during which they will travel to a location in Japan to interview
and interact with experts in the chosen field. This activity will
push the students beyond the standard definition of a tenth
grader; by using critical thinking and inquiry skills to complete
aresearch project that stretches beyond the borders of the class-
room, they transform into journalists or businesspeople or sci-
entists. Again, I encourage you to talk to your child about this
exciting program and all of its ramifications.

The pathway to wisdom and success is long and winding, but
sophomore year is only 180 school days. It has been a great
year and on behalf of all the tenth grade homeroom teachers, 1
would like to express our thanks to all the students and parents
and give best wishes for the upcoming school year. It is our
hope that all our students keep moving in the right direction and
have the skills and fortitude to overcome any obstacle in their
way.
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Shammi Datta

This is indeed a special time to
begin new journeys in each of your
lives. Your class will forever be a special experience for me as
I also embrace a big turning point in my life’s journey! It has
been a pleasure to see each one of you mature into young adults
as you graduate from SIS. I feel that each one of you, with your
unique personality and talents made SIS a “richer” environ-
ment. I am certain that your classmates and friends in other
grades learnt from you through your presentations in the class-
room, and participation in the school’s sports, music and other
activities. What each one of you has taught me is invaluable
to me! Your presentations in social studies classes, liveliness
in homeroom activities, or the times on the badminton court —
they all live on inside me as things that nothing else can replace.

As I look back on the three years of your high school, I find
fond memories that extend from the school campus, field trips
in Kansai and Kanto, to Macao and Hong Kong. Whether it was
planning a homeroom activities, sports days, school festivals,
grade trip or graduation, committee members always tried to be
as democratic as possible. At times I would wonder “How are
the committee members possibly going please all the differing
ideas!?” And yet, your energy, diplomatic skills, and ingenuity
made each event successful and memorable.

Now the time is here for you to move ahead with confidence
in yourself. Believe in the strength of what you have achieved
and taught yourself. Trust the skills you have acquired. Build
on them. Build yourself in a way that you live on positively in
the hearts and minds of the people you will meet in future. I
look forward to the paths that each one of you will make you
own!
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- SIS HS Student Council election results
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Monday 14 March — Friday 18 March: CLOSED for Inventory.
Saturday 19 March — Monday 4 April: CLOSED for spring
break.

Tuesday 5 April: Open as usual.
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