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OIS Faculty Changes for 2015-2016

Bill Kralovec
OIS Head

It is a characteristic of international schools that faculty
come and go on a yearly basis. In one way this is good because
it brings in fresh ideas and new ways of doing things. The dif-
ficult part of this, is maintaining continuity of successful pro-
grams. I think the key is finding a balance between consistency
and innovation. Of course, long term faculty can be innovative
and our faculty are always trying to improve themselves. We
are proud that the average length of stay at OIS for faculty is
seven years, which strikes that good balance. Seven years is
also above average for international schools regarding teacher
retention.

We say goodbye to eight faculty members this year. The
elementary principal/PYP coordinator Virginia Sutton will
be going to an IB school in Qatar, along with her husband,
Mark Upsdell, who was an early childhood classroom assis-
tant. Angela Hancock the MYP math and science teacher will
be teaching in Long Beach, California. Elementary teachers
Isaac Driver and Megan Castro will be going to the Canadian
International School in Singapore. Andrew Reynoso, the grade
5 teacher, will be working in a leadership position with the
Mount Zaagkam International School in Indonesia. Richard
Fitzpatrick will be teaching chemistry at the International
School of Zurich. Chieko Singh, the librarian, will be mov-
ing to Tokyo. Elementary music teacher Sara Bonner will be
moving to Australia. The school appreciates their efforts and
dedication to our students and we will miss them. The quality
of their new positions reflects favorably on our school and on
our departing faculty. Best wishes for continued success in your
new endeavors.

The new faculty members bring a diverse set experiences.
New elementary music teacher, Daniel Ligon, grew up in
Africa and is currently the music director of the international
school of Kenya. David Haske, chemistry teacher and Jennifer
Egan, grade 3, are from North Carolina, USA and come to us
after 8 years at the American School of Shanghai. Sara Wake-
field is the head librarian at Davy College in Peru. Canadian
Trevor Jones, will be teaching grade 5, comes to OIS from the
Stamford American School in Singapore. Jeremy Welburn,
who will be replacing Mrs. Hancock, is currently teaching IB
mathematics at the International School of Beaverton, Oregon,

USA. My wife Nadia Kralovec, will be taking over kinder-
garten A, is a dual citizen of Australia and Bolivia. Finally, the
new elementary school principal and PYP coordinator, Ms.
Carolyne Marshall, is from the UK and grew up overseas in a
military family. She is currently at the International School of
Luanda, in Angola. We are looking forward to her and the rest
of the new faculties contributions in the new school year. The
closing of the school year is always a busy time. Besides say-
ing goodbye to departing faculty, students and parents, we are
also celebrating the accomplishments of our students. There
will be the graduation ceremony, the elementary farewell as-
sembly, athletic awards, prom, the list goes on. One activity |
would like to highlight is the student council’s fundraising cam-
paign for victims of the Nepal earthquake. Please see a student
council member to help contribute to the two school project.
All proceeds from the fundraising efforts will be sent to the
Lincoln School of Kathmandu, Nepal. The international school
is receiving funds from all over and they will be distributing to
villages to build homes and provide medical care, among other
things. There are no administrative costs and we are grateful to
have their assistance in reaching out to the needy in Nepal.

Finally, it has been nice to welcome the new students to SIS.
As T am here longer, I am getting to know our sister school bet-
ter and am looking forward to working even more closely with
the SIS community. Enjoy your summer holidays. It is one of
our student learning results, to be balanced and find time to im-
prove our emotional and physical health. Vacations are a great
opportunity to do this through relaxing with family.
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Two Schools Together

Sabers wrap up successful AISA campaign;
athletic awards celebration next

Peter Heimer
SOIS activities director

SOIS athletes, musicians, mathematicians and leaders have
wrapped up another year of participation in the Association of
International Schools in Asia (AISA), our seventh year in the
league. 2014-15 was another successful AISA year for SOIS,
with one team championship (boys volleyball), a sportsman-
ship award (tennis), many top 3 finishes, and a first-time AISA
visit to Beijing (math mania, leadership). Please see the box for
details 0of 2014-15 AISA events.

AISA consists of four member schools from Japan and Ko-
rea: Senri and Osaka International Schools, Yokohama Inter-
national School (YIS), Korea International School (KIS), and
Seoul International School (SIS). Each year, students from
these schools participate in thirteen events: girls tennis, boys
tennis, girls volleyball, boys volleyball, girls basketball, boys
basketball, girls soccer, boys soccer, girls swimming, boys
swimming, chorus, math mania, and student leadership. SOIS
is a founding member of this association. AISA forms the main
avenue for overseas competition and performance for SOIS
students and provides opportunities for valuable international
experiences for our school community.

For more information about AISA, please visit the Sabers
website at http://sabers.senri.ed.jp/aisa.

AISA success lies in large part in the homestay experience.
Throughout this past school year, over 30 SOIS families gra-
ciously opened their homes to 80 visiting students from Korea:
boys and girls tennis players, girls basketball players, and boys
and girls swimmers. Thank you, homestay hosts.

Another important part of an AISA event is the concluding
banquet. While the other AISA schools hire catering services to
prepare their tournament banquets, here at SOIS our banquets
are prepared entirely by the SIS Parents Association (SISPA)
and OIS Parent-Teacher Association (OIS PTA). SISPA and
OIS PTA members, under the superb leadership of Mrs. Oda,
prepared three banquet meals this past school year. Visiting
athletes and coaches have expressed great praise for the high
quality of our homemade banquet meals.

The Sabers sports year culminates with the annual SOIS high
school athletic awards celebration, held this year on June 5.
This is a two-part event. First, in the theater, all teams are rec-
ognized with photos of the seasons and announcements of most
valuable players and most improved players. Then, in the caf-
eteria, students and coaches enjoy a meal (again wonderfully
prepared by the SISPA and OIS PTA), where two major awards
are announced: the Dr. Fukuda Award to the top SOIS scholar-
athlete, both male and female; and the Outstanding Athlete of
the Year Award to the best all-around Sabers athlete, both male

Sabers TV

http://sabers.senri.ed jp/sabers—tv.html

"Welcome to another episode of Sabers TV!"

On every other Wednesday morning of each month, Sa-
bers TV is broadcast to all classrooms via SOIS's in-school
television network. (Check out the Sabers TV website for
digital replays of each show.) Student anchors, interviewers,
camera operators, and control board technicians all work
together to put on this polished biweekly show containing
updates on Sabers results and interviews with coaches and
players. With the technical expertise of Mr. Frater and mini-
mal guidance from Mr. Heimer, the students write, organize,
rehearse, promote, produce and broadcast the show on their
own...and have lots of fun doing so. Recent and current Sa-
bers TV crew members include:
eanchors: Atoka Jo, Mira Ishikawa, Sakiko Otsuki, Ai Kano
sinterviewers: Miho Suzuki, Ayumi Kashima, Rica Matsu-

moto, Yuka Kagao, Risa Asaki

scontrol board technician: Kana Kim
scamera operator: Madoka Kayano, Mayuko Inui

These students work hard, enjoy much fun and camarade-
rie, and provide an informative and entertaining service to
the Sabers community.
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and female. This is a fun, important event that celebrates all of

the many positive aspects of the Sabers athletics program.
Finally, if you are already looking ahead to next year, the

Sabers host three AISA events. Below is a list of the 2015-16

AISA events, dates, and locations.

AISAEVENTS 2015-16

October 15-18

volleyball girls @SOIS, volleyball boys @Y]IS, tennis @KIS

November 12-15

choir @Y1S

January 28-31

basketball girls @SIS, basketball boys @KIS, math mania,

leadership @SOIS

April 7-10

soccer girls @SOIS, soccer boys @Y 1S, swimming @SIS

AISARESULTS 2014-15

TENNIS girls @SOIS: 2nd place, Sportsmanship Award

TENNIS boys @SOIS: 4th place. Sportsmanship Award

VOLLEYBALL girls @YIS: 3rd place

All-tournament team: Ai Kano, Shiori Hasebe

VOLLEYBALL boys @SIS: undefeated champions (3rd year

inarow)

All-tournament team: Aki Shigeyama, Kento Moriguchi, Leo

Roberts

BASKETBALL girls @SOIS: 4th place

All-tournament team: Hitomi Tomi, Minami Uemura

BASKETBALL boys @Y]IS: 4th place

All-tournament team: Tommy Ban, Kan Sawabe

SENRI & OSAKA

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS

SABERS ATHLETICS

SOCCER girls @KIS: 3rd place
All-tournament team: Sakiko
Otsuki, Fuka Ugai, May Mu-
rakami-Smith
SOCCER boys @SIS: 3rd place
All-tournament team: Gerardo
Takeuchi, Akira Polenghi, Taku
Kitagawa
SWIMMING girls, boys @
SOIS: 3rd (high school), 4th
(middle school)
MATH MANIA @Beijing: 3rd
place

Scores and individual awards are not given out at the follow-

ing AISA events, but SOIS students performed at very high lev-
els at each of them: LEADERSHIP @Beijing; CHOIR @KIS.

http://sabers.senri.ed.jp/

WJAA and AISA

Senri and Osaka International Schools of Kwansei Gakuin
=SOIS belongs to two competitive activities leagues, one
domestic and one international, each with season-ending
championship tournaments.

The domestic league is called the Western Japan Activities
Association (WJAA) and consists of several schools:
* Canadian Academy = CA (Kobe)
* EJ King High School = EJK (Sasebo)
* Fukuoka International School
* Hiroshima International School
* International Christian Academy Nagoya
* Kyoto International University Academy = KIUA
* Marist Brothers International School (Kobe)
* MC Perry High School = MCP (Iwakuni)

* Nagoya International School
* Senri and Osaka International Schools of Kwansei Gakuin
* Sons of Light School (Takarazuka)

Our international league is called the Association of In-
ternational Schools in Asia (AISA), which consists of four
schools:

* Korea International School = KIS

* Senri and Osaka International Schools of Kwansei Gakuin
* Seoul International School = SIS

* Yokohama International School =YIS

Through AISA, SOIS students participate in many activi-
ties: basketball, volleyball, soccer, swimming, tennis, band,
orchestra, choir, student council, and mathematics. Season-
ending events are held each year at a league member school
on a rotational basis.
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Two Schools Together
HS Girls Soccer

Stephen Frater, Richard Fitzpat-
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Soccer Coaches

*Tournaments: WJAA (Sanda), 6-7
March; AISA (Seoul), 9-12 April
*Varsity record: WJAA 2nd; AISA
3rd; PISW9D2 L4 F50A17
*Varsity Squad: G12 Sakiko Ot-
suki (captain), Fuka Ugai, Minami
Uemura, Miki Chisoku, Kanako
Tsutsumi; G11 Ai Kano, Kaho
Fujihira (vice-captain), Kasane
Yasuoka, Risa Akiyama, Chisato
Komatsu; G10 May Murakami-
Smith, Suono Fujii, Fuka Kariya,
Airu Mukaiyama, Hana Tkeda;

G12 graduate: Shiori Hasebe

*JV squad: G11 Emily Yamanaka;
G10: China Mori, Konami Okada, Leona Benfield, Asaki Oka-
mura; G9 Haruna Tomiguchi, Kirara Okazaki, Akane Takeeda,
Meg Nakagawa, Momo Tomiyama, Risa Igarashi, Haruka
Shono.

This year brought together one of the strongest squads SOIS
has had, combining the experience and leadership of the older
students with the athleticism and enthusiasm of the new G9 stu-
dents. With strength in depth across the team, and a strong JV
squad, expectations were very high for the season.

The season started very well, with strong wins for the varsity
team over Canadian Academy (CA), Marist Brothers Interna-
tional School, and Nagoya International School. The two-day
WIJAA tournament, held at Kwansei Gakuin’s Sanda campus,
saw SOIS field a varsity and a JV team in a round-robin tourna-
ment with CA and Yokohama International School (YIS). The
varsity team played very well indeed, creating a great many
chances in all their games, and narrowly losing 1-0 to CA in
a very close final. A special thanks go to G12 graduate Shiori
Hasebe, our left-back, who played for the varsity team shortly
after graduating from SIS one week earlier. Special mention
should also go to the JV team, however, who had a tough task
to compete with the CA and YIS varsity teams, but who played
with superb spirit and determination throughout the tournament
under the captaincy of Akane Takeeda and China Mori.

Over the Spring break the varsity team played a couple of
games at Sanda, beating Sanda Shounkan High School (who
included at least one Hyogo-ken representative on their team)
and Ibaraki Nishi High School over the course of three days.
We also held a couple of training sessions there, and I would
like to particularly thank JV players Haruna Tomiguchi, China
Mori, Konami Okada, and Leona Benfield for consistently at-

tending all of our training session over the break, and through-
out the season.

Finally, at the beginning of the Spring trimester, 15 players of
the girls’ varsity soccer team travelled to Seoul for the end-of-
season AISA tournament. The competition was between SOIS,
the hosts, Seoul International School (SIS), Yokohama Inter-
national School (YIS), Korea International School (KIS), and a
guest team from outside Seoul, Chadwick International School
(CIS). The tournament was played under beautiful blue skies
and bright sunshine over two days, and was generously hosted
by SIS under the supervision of their Athletics Director, Mr.
Ivan Atanaskovic.

The SOIS Sabers played the first game of the tournament on
Friday morning, a hard-fought 1-1 draw with KIS, with a goal
from one of our most experienced players, left midfielder Ai
Kano. After lunch the girls then played CIS, a game which the
girls won 7-0, with a goal from captain Sakiko Otsuki, three
more from May Murakami-Smith, two from Suono Fujii, and
one from Miki Chisoku. Although the team from Chadwick fell
behind early in the game, they showed great sportsmanship and
won admirers for never giving up in this and their other games,
including their surprise win over the hosts, SIS.

On Saturday morning the Sabers played the previously un-
defeated YIS Dragons, and despite dominating the game, with
more than 20 shots on target to the Dragons’ small handful of
chances, their goalkeeper’s inspired performance and the cross-
bar conspired to keep us out. Although almost the whole game
was played in the YIS half of the field, we lost 1-0 to that single
break-away goal, our one and only defeat of the tournament.

In the final pool game, the Sabers defeated the hosts SIS
1-0, with a goal from captain Sakiko Otsuki. Again, SOIS
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dominated the game to the extent that SIS almost never got out
of their own half of the field, however with so many players
defending at once, it proved difficult to score more, despite in-
numerable shots hitting the woodwork or just missing the goal
by centimeters. With two wins, one draw and a single 1-0 de-
feat, the Sabers lost a place in the final on goal difference, and
competed for 3rd/4th place after lunch. The team beat CIS 9-0
in that game, and it was wonderful to see six different players
on the score sheet, including Sabers veterans Fuka Ugai (one
from a penalty and one from a header) and Minami Uemura.
As always, the girls’ behaviour and manner on the trip was ex-
emplary, and despite the disappointment of missing out on the
final, we had a great time in Seoul, and can be proud of playing
such great football throughout the tournament.

Overall it has been a tremendous pleasure to coach and watch
such a talented group of players. Despite a couple of very nar-
row losses, the team played exceptionally well throughout the
season, dominated a large number of their games, and the fact
that seven different varsity players scored goals is testament to
the depth of the talent in the squad, their great teamwork, and
the superb leadership of captain Sakiko Otsuki, supported by
vice-captain Kaho Fujihira.

We look forward to next season, when we hope that everyone
in the squad will return for our WJAA tournament in March. In

particular we really hope to see the G12 students return to win
their last tournament before leaving SIS. Sadly SIS G10 Fuka
Kariya will be leaving the squad to move overseas this summer,
and whilst it will be impossible to replace such a talented ath-
lete and such a brave competitor, we wish her all the very best
at her new school, and hope she will continue to play soccer for
many years to come.

Our thanks go to Mr Peter Heimer and Mr Toshifumi Mit-
suhashi, for organising the games and the tournaments for us,
and also for enabling us to practice at Dai II several times this
season. Special thanks also go to Ms Leanne Entwistle, who ac-
companied us to Seoul for the AISA tournament, and helped the
girls overcome their aches and bumps and bruises as the tourna-
ment progressed.

Submit all athletics forms via Sabers website: sabers.senri.ed.jp

The Sabers athletics schedule is a busy one with many events home and away almost every Saturday. Most tournaments
(WJAA, AISA, Sabers invitationals) are listed on the school calendar.
But for much, much more information — weekend schedules, reports, photos, Sabers TV videos, permission forms, home-

stay information — just about any kind of Sabers information you may need — please visit the Sabers athletics website at
sabers.senri.ed.jp. You can also read the Sabers activities handbook, submit digital copies of passport, and view a Google

calendar that shows Sabers events, times, and locations.
IMPORTANT CHANGE:

From now, athletics forms for team sign-up, sportsmanship agreement, parent permission, medical waiver, and homestays
must be submitted via the Sabers website. Go to the “Forms” tab on the website for more information.
No submission = no practice. No practice = no play. No play =no fun. Let’s have fun. Go Sabers!
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Two Schools Together

High-school Boy's Football

Isaac Castro-Driver
Football Coach

The SOIS high-school
football team started
pre-season training with
excitement, anticipation
and enthusiasm typical of
Sabers athletes. Talented
Gerardo Takeuchi was
handed the captain’s arm-
band this year, thereby
assuming the honorable
responsibility of leading
the squad for another sea-
son playing the beautiful
game.

The season started
against KIUA with
explosive fire power on a
sunny day at our newly
appointed ground in the hills at KG’s Sanda campus. High-
school attacking debuts from Kai Fujita, Hiroto Inui and Inhyek
Kim brought intuitive movement, playful touches and destruc-
tive finishing. Rintaro Miyamoto once again looked confident
in goal, and he helped Tommy Ban with his first attempt as
a goal keeper, enabling him to immediately demonstrate his
great handling skills, decision making and willingness to place
himself between the ball and the goal. Gerardo, Akira Polenghi,
Kento Moriguchi, Maaki Okuno and Kaname Teratsuji pro-
vided midfield magic with hard work closing down the opposi-
tion, constantly winning the ball, and holding possession with
slick passing and creativity. At the back, Rion Mukaiyama, Ta-
kashi Kasuga, Takashi Homma, Katsuyoshi Uemura and Taku
Kitagawa formed an impenetrable defensive wall with strong
communication, positional awareness and clinical delivery of
the ball to our midfield players, which gave them the time and
space on the ball to make good opportunistic decisions. The
final score was 15 — 3! Confidence and jovial team spirit was
bursting from the smelly leather boots of every Saber’s player.
With talented and mature ninth grade players such as Leo Saka-
moto and Evan Tsubaki pushing for a permanent first team
place, was this the most complete all-round SOIS high-school
football team to ever grace the theatre of dreams? It just could
be.

Lethal team performances the following week against Marist
(8-0), and Nagoya (15 - 0), as well as noteworthy cooperation
from Kan Sawabe who played temporarily in goal, cemented
expectations for a potential cup winning season. We arrived at
CA the next week with a composed level of respect for the op-
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position but a deep sense of hope. The depth of performance
in all areas of the pitch demonstrated Saber’s quality and we
secured a momentous 3-1 victory. The WJA A tournament crept

up on us quickly and all eyes were on us. Word was out that the
best Saber’s team in years could be on show and we didn’t fail
to impress! We played with great team spirit, individual skill
(Kento’s incredible long range volley) and collaborative play
to bring home the WJAA tournament title for the first time in
years. Congratulations Sabers!

Once again Saber’s athletic director Pete Heimer hosted an-
other cracking Futsal tournament here at SOIS that was played
with great competitive spirit and fast paced football. Sabers
entered two teams and team A cruised to the final with com-
fortable victories while Saber’s team B held their nerve to win
their semi-final in a heart stopping penalty shoot out. Takashi
Kasuga took a personal risk to step-up and slam home the win-
ning penalty. Contrary to tournament form, Saber’s team B pro-
duced a stunning championship final performance that shocked
team A. Kento and Maaki stepping up in the final with speed
and surprise, to change a final so quickly, and irreversibly, lead-
ing Saber’s team B to a fantastic victory. Well done Sabers!

So it was to Korea we headed for the 2015 AISA Champion-
ship finals at KIS in Seoul. Well, we came 3rd. An inability to
adapt to a small crowded small pitch, a lack of space to play
our usual captivating fluid football, some missed chances and
not much luck...blame it on whatever, but the fact remains that
we were all bitterly disappointed with the result. However,
excellent individual tournament performances from Gerado,

(K= <)
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Middle and High School Swim Teams

Kevin Bertman
Swimming Coach

The SOIS middle
and high school swim
teams took part in
the AISA swimming
competition hosted at
SOIS. Seoul Inter-
national School and
Korea International
School also com-
peted. The events
consisted of 50 m and
100 m in each stroke,
200 m and 400 m
front crawl, 100 m
and 200 m individual
medley, and boys,
girls and mixed front
crawl and medley
relays. Students from
both middle and high
school were able to make it through to the finals of many
events. This was quite impressive for the middle school stu-
dents since the competition was high school students.

Notable performances were Haruka Sugimoto who won
the 100 m butterfly and came second in the 100 m and 200 m
individual medley and 50 m and 100 m backstroke. Natsumi
Takeda (SOIS Middle School) won the 400 m front crawl, came
second in the 50 m and 100 m front crawl and third in the 100
m individual medley. Wakaha Kokubu (SOIS Middle School)
came third in the 50 m breaststroke. Koki Takine (SOIS Middle
School) was also able to make the final in the boys 100 m front
crawl.

Seoul International School won the competition and some

of their swimmers broke many records doing so. It was a great
competition and it was also the final chance to swim for many
of the SOIS high school students who will be graduating this
academic year. However, the success of the middle school team
showed that we have many talented young swimmers ready to
take their place over the next few years.

(R FTN— D)

Taku and Akira earned them places on the AISA all-star team.
Kazuma Kiyohiro also scored one of the most instinctive, but
brilliantly weird goals we’ve seen for a few years! The camara-
derie, and sportsmanship generated and demonstrated by every
player, and every team, once again highlighted the immense
power of shared team experiences like the AISA annual tourna-
ment. Developing the IB learner attributes of communicator,
principled, open-minded, balanced and caring young adults.
Thank you to our graduates Rion Mukaiyama , Rintaro Miya-

moto, Kazuki Okamura, Ken Sogo, and Kota Nakayama for
their leadership and enthusiasm with Saber’s football.

This was my 4th and last season involved with the high-
school boy’s football team. It has been an absolute pleasure and
I thank the players, Mr. Entwistle and Mr. Heimer for positivity,
enthusiasm and dedication. I wish all the success, and enjoy-
ment for Saber’s football in the future, with Kento Moriguchi
heralded as next season’s captain, playing the greatest game on
the planet. It’s been a blast.

1"
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10 People Placed in Suita Duathlon

Hiroshi Baba
Triathlon/ Running Coach
W3/8 EEHKRATYSY
Minoh Shinmachi Marathon
<Placed> 5km Gr.7-9 Boys
6th Yuto Baba (OIS9),
3km Gr.7-9 Girls 4th Miki
Fujito (SIS8), 6th Julia To-
rieda (SIS7), Boys 5th Goshi
Tanaka (SIS7), 6th Takuma
Yoshimura (SIS7)
W4/19 RERE LHERKE
Suita Track & Field Meet
<Placed> Ren Heimer
(OIS6) (1000m of Gr.6),
Yuto Baba (OIS9) (1500m &
5000m of Gr.10-12), Shion
Fujimori (SIS10) (1500m
& 5000m of Gr.10-12), Kai
Fujita (SIS10) (High Jump
& Long Jump of Gr.10-12),
Hiroshi Baba (Faculty) (3000m of Age 50-59)
W5/17 ®RHT 17 AAY Suita Duathlon

In total 26 people finished and 10 people placed.
Gr.10 and Up: Run 2km +Bike 15km +Run Skm
<Placed> Gr.10-Age39 Male: 1st Shion Fujimori (SIS10), 2nd
Yuto Baba (OIS9), Female: 1st May Murakami-Smith (SIS10),
2nd Yui Satake (Faculty), 3rd Fuka Kariya (SIS10)
<Finishers> Kirara Okazaki (SIS10), Hiroshi Baba (Faculty)
Gr.7-9: Run 2 km +Bike 10km +Run 3km
<Placed> Boys: 1st Goshi Tanaka (SIS8), 3rd Neo Yokoyama
(SIS8), Girls: 1st Julia Torieda (SIS8), 2nd Miki Fujito (SIS9),
3rd Mai Nanjo (SIS7)
<Finishers> Maki Mukaida (SIS8), Caitlin Gazzard (SIS8),
Rika Kariya (SIS8), Kyla Barke (SIS8), Kana Matsumoto
(SIS8), Ora Okazaki (SIS8), Aoi Uchikata (SIS7), Hugo Sutton
(SIS7), Ryusei Satake (SIS7), Keigo Igarashi (SIS7), Kojiro
Tanaka (SIS7), Taiga Ikeda (SIS7)

5/17 M 7= 7Rz Suita Duathlon P —

—

?/. A\ [ 2
¢ "\\\\xa'
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Elementary: Run 1km

<Finishers> Sam Tamizu (OIS3), Harry Tamizu (OIS5)

W5/24 F}E M54 XA Tamba Triathlon

was held in Tamba city, Hyogo. It was very high level race. The
4 students of SOIS finished but no one placed.

<Finishers>

Gr.7-9 Swim200m+Bike10km+ Run2km

Miki Fujito (SIS9), Julia Torieda (SIS8), Maki Mukaida (SIS8)
Gr.10-12 Swim400m+Bike20km+ RunSkm

Shion Fujimori (SIS10)

NIAT AR 75T T = 7057 13 @S e —RElCReE L
TWET, AISARWIJAADRKEITHY EE AN, FTREDO RS
FRAJIZZ AL TWES, MR H 51 A RIS T AL A R Chfks
NDKHE T RN AT An RED D RERARITT, 7
T T7T OO0 2T N—Ur T ELTEEN,
http://yayoi.senri.ed.jp/clubs/triathlon/

Dr. Fukuda Scholar-Athlete
FUKA UGAI
SAKIKO OTSUKT
GERARDO TAKEUCH]I

HS Athletic Awards 2014-19

Outstanding Athlete of the Year
MINAMI UEMURA
TOMOAKI BAN
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Marist Model of the United Nations

Mark Avery
MUN coordinator

The 2015 Marist Model
of the United Nations
was a huge success with
120 delegates from eight
different international
schools participating in
the three day conference
held between February
25th and 27th, 2015. SOIS
had one of the largest del-
egations with 37 students.

The MUN Director,
Mr. Mark Deyss, opened
the conference with a
powerful keynote speech
inspired by the Anne
Frank Exhibition that
toured Japan. Mr. Deyss
spoke of the events that
forced Anne into hiding as
depicting the level of evil
humans are capable of. He emphasized the responsibility we
have to challenge the circumstances that give rise to evil: intel-
lectual laziness, prejudice, ignorance, cowardice and apathy.
He concluded by categorizing the implicit ways MUN chal-
lenges the traits that contribute to evil being allowed to spread.
The MUN urges students to challenge intellectual laziness with
reason, prejudice with consciousness, ignorance with discern-
ment, cowardice with courage, and apathy with diligence. Mr.
Deyss’s opening remarks were inspiring and helped the stu-
dents to grasp the significance of the three days that would fol-
low.

The topics on the agenda this year were Fracking, Palestinian
Statehood, Plastic Pollution in the Oceans, and 21st Century
Slavery. The debate was lively and students worked hard to
uphold their government line as they thrashed out a solution to
these ongoing issues. Congratulations to all the SOIS students
for the respectful way they followed the dress code and other
rules of procedure, the diplomatic manner in which they de-
bated and their consistent efforts to ensure their country’s voice
was heard in the conference.

&
Tara Cheney
MUN coordinator

OIS students participated admirably at the Model of the
United Nations simulation, Feb. 25 -27 in Kobe. Sangwook
Eun was awarded an Outstanding Delegate award and Yuichi

Beinard Yoshioka was awarded Outstanding Parliamentarian.
Other notable contributors within the OIS delegation included:
Sophia Grabowski, Kai Junge and Akira Polenghi. Grade 10
students gave a recent assembly presentation regarding their
MUN experience and received participation certificates outlin-
ing the various roles they fulfilled as well as the country they
represented.

Please encourage your child to participate in our MUN pro-
gramme as it is a valuable learning experience and important to
include within college / university resume submissions.
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World Scholar's Cup

REFEEDE
Skye Inada, Tyus Sheriff (OIS 7), Satoi Akeda (SIS 7)
Helena Oh, Niki Heimer, Jenifer Menezes (OIS 8)
FHER R, iR, T8 (SIS 9)
EREDER
1L B(SIS 10), i EAIAB(SIS 10), Mia Lewis (OIS 9)
TN, PRSEF], ERF (SIS 10)
FRFEFZER | BTIRE L 2 | 1L ARy (SIS 12)
W, G120 RBIRH HSAITME R ROA /=L LT, 4
DBz RESEBRLELTZ, BFEIRTLZ,

Two Schools Together

FNEDOES AT FEL T ! Student Reporter MT9, =
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Q
APC (Animal Protection Club)
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H ARG HEB|ER Japanese Drama
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Clubs All Through the Year @& S J#81

T A F—F a7 =T CARDFHEHET DD TENIC
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V]

Mon English Drama

Tue ZX18 Art Team Science Cooking Dance

AEfBadminton (Ff]) 33 7-Sweets

Wed S5 English Drama Break Dance

Thu Team science Alamode Dance (IHEFSweets)
Let’s Have Fun

Fri Dance Japanese Drama English Drama

PRIERTIEE BRI AF 2

Other |APC (REHI) Love is all (A B« A 1[E) GNSGHE1L)

Tango (iik#%) 4FfBadminton (iER1%)
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Rodney Ray
SIS English

The following students
have reported recent results
on the Society for Testing
English Proficiency's (STEP)
Test in Practical English
Proficiency (Eiken). Many
people reported passing the
exam this time (some of these
results are for earlier exams);
special congratulations to
Satoi Akeda, Sophia Smith,
Takayoshi Nakagawa, Amy
Skerly, Haru Kamimura and
Ryoko Izuta, who passed the
highest level of the test, and
to OIS students Aoto Utsugi,
Ouka Maeda (who passed
Level P1), and Kazuma Shi-
nohara (who passed Level 2).

Good job everybody! Remember, if you take the Eiken, be
sure to report your results to Iihara-san in the Business Office.

Two Schools Together
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INTERCULTURE SPRING 2015 No.143
School Grade Student Name Level Passed Date

SIS 07 Akeda, Satoi Ltk (Level 1) Feb-15
SIS 07  Smith, Sophia L% (Level 1) Feb-15
SIS 08 Nakagawa, Takayoshi L% (Level 1) Feb-15
SIS 09 Skerly, Amy 1#% (Level 1) Feb-15
SIS 10 Kamimura, Haru Ltk (Level 1) Jul-14

SIS 12 Tzuta, Ryoko L% (Level 1) Feb-15
OIS 05 Utsugi,Aoto #E1#% (Level P1) Feb-15
OIS 06 MaedaOuka #E1#% (Level P1) Feb-15
SIS 10 Ikeda, Hana HEf% (Level P1) Feb-15
SIS 12 Ide, Nanako #E1#% (Level P1)  Nov-13
SIS 12 Tanaka, Sahou #E14% (Level P1)  Nov-14
OIS 06 Shinohara Kazuma 2% (Level 2) Nov-14
SIS 08 Takine, Koki 2% (Level 2) Nov-14
SIS 08  Yoshimura, Takuma 2% (Level 2) Nov-14
SIS 10  Kikuchi, Kyosuke 2% (Level 2) Feb-15
SIS 10 Watanabe, Kohki 2% (Level 2) Jul-12

SIS 11 Horimoto, Kiho 2% (Level 2) Feb-15
SIS 11 Nakamura, Ayana 2% (Level 2) Feb-15
SIS 12 Aoki, Soichiro 2% (Level 2) Feb-15
SIS 12 Fujiwara, Tsubasa 2% (Level 2) Feb-10
SIS 12 Kajimoto, Akari 2% (Level 2) Jul-12

SIS 12 Liu, Xiaxi 25k (Level 2) Feb-15
SIS 12 Tokuno, Yumi 2% (Level 2) Mar-13
SIS 12 Uemura, Minami 2% (Level 2) Jul-14

FRTIND?
R
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sis 10th Grade Icebreaker Camp

KG Sengari Camp

Steven Sheriff
SIS English

Ernie Banks, the late great
Hall of Fame baseball player
was admired for his positive
attitude and enthusiasm.
Even after a tough game he
was known to quip, “We got
the setting—sunshine, fresh
air, the team behind us. Let’s
play two.” The tenth graders
from SIS expressed similar
sentiments after attending
their Icebreaker Camp last e
month at Sengari Camp
in Sanda. On the Monday
morning after our return, my
homeroom students told me,
“ We want to do another Ice-
breaker.”
We Got the Setting

We enjoyed plenty of fresh air and sunshine during the
weekend. It was nice seeing the students interact in a setting
outside of school. From the moment they entered the bus, the
energy level escalated and did not ebb until our return. After a
spirited bus ride, during which students were assigned seats to
encourage mixing, we arrived at the lovely Sengari Camp. Sur-
rounded by mountains, trees and sunshine, we felt that we were
far from Osaka. We quickly began the activities by preparing a
barbeque dinner. Again, students were grouped randomly and
worked together to build a fire and cook delicious yaki-soba
and chicken. Afterwards, the students played some hilarity in-
ducing icebreaker games before bathing and turning in for the
night.
We Got the Team Behind Us

The goal behind the Icebreaker Camp is for students to build
relationships and create a more unified “team” of 10th grad-
ers. I personally enjoyed watching all the students interact and
build closer connections. As they cooked and ate and laughed
together, the bonds between the classmates strengthened. The
students also seemed to enjoy staying in the cabins with their
classmates. The camp climaxed with an interactive lesson
about career choice and values clarification, lead by Professor
Saka, from the accounting department at Kwansei Gakuin Uni-
versity. Her lesson required the students to both think deeply
and communicate in small groups about their pasts and future
goals in our rapidly changing global environment. I think this
was the perfect topic for 10th graders to ponder at this time, as
the decisions they make in this upcoming year will have a pro-

found impact on their futures.
We Got Ice Cream Too
A special thanks must go out to Tanaka-sensei and his team

of 10th grade leaders who organized and ran the activities for
the entire weekend. They did an amazing job. One of the high-
lights was the integration of ice cream eating into the icebreak-
ing. Our final meal together concluded with cups of delicious
chocolate and vanilla ice cream and plenty of contented smiles.
I am sure Ernie Banks himself would have approved.

I am not sure if the laws of sociology or physics allow for
“two” icebreakers, but I understand why the students (even
though they were exhausted) would like to do it again. They
thoroughly enjoyed their time together in a beautiful setting. It
was a great start to the school year that will hopefully guide the
students toward meeting their educational, social and personal
goals for the upcoming year.
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= IBArtExhibition

The Grade 12 IBDP Visual Arts exhibit took place from April 10-30.

It was the culmination of the students' two-year course for art in the diploma
programme. Each student set up their individual exhibit to mark the end of
their artistic journey in the course. The art pieces in the exhibition were the
students' personal expression of their thoughts and ideas on historical and
cultural issues visualized using different forms, media and techniques. This
year the artists also decided to sell some of their art pieces and donate the
proceeds to the school in Bali that their class went to for service trip last year.

Taken by Nao Sadahisa (SIS10)
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—UNITY IN DIVERSITY —

My name is Frances Namba. I’'m the homeroom teacher for
class 2 this year. This is my first year as a grade 7 homeroom
teacher, but so far I’'m enjoying it very much! As a “getting
to know you” project, the grade 7 students were each given a
blank jigsaw piece to write about themselves on. During long
homeroom we put the pieces together to make a unique display
for our class noticeboards. The title of the project was “Unity in
Diversity” and the goal was for students not only to learn about
each other, but also to show how we all have differences and
individuality but we can all fit together to make one strong, co-
lourful whole. Students were asked to come up with a Japanese
translation for the English title and each class had the following
different ideas:

T-LTHERIIEMETTE TSI TAARESTIZOEDITRN
5]

T-2: ZARMEL MG

7-3: BRD/ SV

T=4: BRAIRHITE B ATIR1D

Please be sure to come and take a look at the displays whenever

you are in school.
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Craig Sweet
English

Hello. My name is Craig Sweet, and
I’m the new part-time teacher in the
SIS English Department. However, I’'m
not particularly new to SOIS. My wife,
Kaoru, has taught in the OIS Japanese
Department for 20 years, and our chil-
dren both attended OIS from Kinder-
garten through Grade 12.

I’'m from Washington State in the USA. I moved to Japan
in late 1983, and taught English as a Foreign Language for 29
years at Poole Gakuin Junior and Senior High School, a private
girl’s school in Osaka. I retired from Poole in March 2014, and
took a year off from work to catch my professional breath. It

was a great year, but I was more than ready to start working
again, and consider myself very fortunate to be able to close out
my teaching career in SIS.

As far as my educational background is concerned, I have a
Bachelor’s degree in the Liberal Arts from The Evergreen State
College in Olympia, Washington, a second Bachelor’s degree
in Education from Central Washington University in Ellens-
burg, Washington, and a Masters Degree in Education (TESOL
emphasis) from Temple University Japan.
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