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On January 18th, VCS hosted its sixth 
annual Celebration of Cultures dinner for 
English Language Learners (ELL), their 
teachers, friends and families.

Approximately 175 students, parents 
and staff showed just how important this 
dinner is to VCS’ ELL community by 
coming out for the night of culturally deli-
cious food and fun!

ELL teacher, Laurie Estochen said that 
this year’s dinner, held at St. Patrick’s 
Church in Victor, was particularly special 
because it was organized and hosted by 
ELL seniors Kataichiry Rohena Marquez 
and Joelymar Ruiz, students who have 
grown up with the program. 

“I did the dinner because the ELL’s are 
a family and we enjoy being together. It 
holds special memories for us all,” Kataich-
iry Rohena Marquez said.

Joelymar Ruiz was equally passionate 
about helping make this special dinner 
take place. “It is my senior year and I 
wanted to make sure it happened because 
it is so important to the ELL community.”

The Celebration of Cultures ELL dinner 
took root at VCS thanks to teacher Cristie 
Rydzynski who brought the idea from her 
previous school district. Former Primary 
School principal, Danny Dehm first em-
braced the idea by offering to host it in her 
school’s auditorium, and the program has 
grown ever since 

According to Estochen, for the first four 
years the dinner took place a week before 
Thanksgiving and had more of a Thanks-
giving theme. Two years ago, they needed 
to look at other options to accommodate 
attendance growth, costs and food factors. 
That’s when they the sought out the com-

Celebration of Cultures Dinner 
Honors Us All

munity room at St. Patrick’s Church “They 
have a very large room for eating and an 
equally large kitchen and it is located con-
veniently in the village of Victor. This year, 
we made it a potluck style to lower the 
cost and give families the ability to share 
food. We also moved it to January, a little 
less stressful time of the year,” Estochen 
said.

Regardless of its time or place, one thing 
is certain. The Celebration of Cultures 
Dinner is more than a meal, it is a memo-
ry maker filled with the finest international 
food, music, and memories that will last a 
lifetime. 
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2019 Volunteer of the Year Named
Farmington resident Kelly Danks was hon-
ored with VCS’ 2019 Volunteer Commit-
ted to Service award at a special recogni-
tion ceremony in the JH/SH arts center on 
March 15th during the District’s Superin-
tendent’s Conference day assembly.

Her nominator, Victor Intermediate 
School (VIS) Principal, Kevin Swartz said 
Danks is not only an active member of the 
VIS Building Council, but she has also 
been a regular volunteer and supporter of 
his building’s book fairs for the past several 
years. In addition, she has been a driving 
force in planning the school’s Family Lit-
eracy Nights, an event which Swartz said 
has been extremely well attended in recent 
years. “Like many parents, Kelly is busy 
managing the many aspects of family life. 
Despite having children who are engaged 
in many activities of their own, Kelly takes 
pride in giving back to our building and 
its initiatives,” Swartz said.

Although Danks was nominated for 
her work at the Intermediate School, her 
volunteerism is far-reaching. She has been 
a member of all but one of VCS’ Building 
Councils, a PTSA Building Representative 
at three schools, and a committee member 
on numerous PTSA initiatives, includ-
ing the Harlem Wizards event, half-day 
enrichment days, the Holiday Shoppe, ice 
cream socials and staff appreciation days, 
to name a few. Outside of school, Danks 
is also an active team parent for the Vic-
tor Youth Travel Basketball and Baseball 
organizations and a leader for the Vic-
tor Community Church’s Vacation Bible 
School and JAM children’s programs.

“I volunteer for several different rea-
sons,” Danks said. “First I feel that volun-
teering is more of an exchange between 
people.  Most people in their lives find 

themselves in need of help 
at some point.  So today I 
might have the ability to 
help others, but tomorrow 
I may be the recipient of 
someone else’s volunteer ef-
fort. Adding my effort with 
the work of others makes 
everyone’s lives better.  

I also volunteer because 
I want to get to know my 
community better, to learn something 
new, to have a positive impact, and to be a 
part of a team,” she said. 

The Volunteer Committed to Service 
award was created in 2009 by Victor 
Central Schools and the Victor Teachers’ 
Association as a way to pay tribute to those 
special men and women who give of their 
time and talents to VCS, whether through 
one major event or years of service to a 
group of students or a building. 
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A Farewell Message from Superintendent 
Dawn Santiago-Marullo
After 37 years at Victor Central Schools, 
this past winter, I made the decision to 
retire effective July 17th, 2019. It has been 
the honor of a lifetime to be part of this 
educational organization, both as a teacher 
and a leader in our District. 

My decision to retire comes with mixed 
feelings. Through the years, as colleagues 
retired, they would say “you’ll know when 
the time is right.” The time has arrived for 
me and my husband Tom.

I truly love this school system and the 
people within it. Over the years, I’ve 
proudly served our students, staff, fami-
lies and community members. Although 
I’m not a native of the Victor-Farmington 
area, it has become my adopted home. It’s 
the one place I’ve been connected to for 
the majority of my life.

Together we weathered tremendous 
growth in student population, several 
capital projects and the impact of the re-
cession on school funding. Throughout all 
of it, we never lost track of what was most 
important, the children.

Thank you to the 16 Board of Educa-
tion members I’ve worked with for the last 
ten years as superintendent and the many 
school board members that served during 
my 37 year tenure. We’ve done good work 
for our students and staff.

I hold in high esteem the hundreds of 
VCS staff members who have and continue 
to make VCS the prodigious school district 
it is. It has been my privilege to work side 
by side with so many dedicated people, in-
dividuals who love working with children. 

I’ve also been blessed to have worked 
with countless administrators first as a 
teacher, then director and now as superin-
tendent. Their dedication to our students 

has been inspiring. They have and will 
continue to lead the District well.

Thank you to the families who entrusted 
us with their greatest treasure, their chil-
dren, our students. It’s been a great part-
nership. I’m proud to say we’ve shared 
the expectation, “every child deserves to 
be prepared for his/her future with a high 
quality education.”

Thank you to greater Victor-Farmington 
community members and local businesses 
who have ensured that we had the resources 
we needed to do magnificent things on 
this campus. A special thank you to the 
hundreds of volunteers who give of their 
time in support of our students and staff.

The children have always been at the 
heart of every decision I make. I’ll miss 
seeing them in action in the classrooms 
and beyond. I’ve been fortunate to have 
“season tickets” to the best visual and per-
forming arts and athletic entertainment in 
the area. I’ve also been fortunate to attend 
events showcasing our students and staff’s 
work. It’s been a pleasure to watch them 
learn and grow. 

I’m looking forward to the next phase of 
my life, to pursue some part-time profes-
sional endeavors which will allow me to 
spend more time with my family, especially 
my husband Tom and my granddaughter, 
Lucy, who is growing up so fast. 

My time at VCS will forever be a signifi-
cant part of who I am. During the next few 
months, I’ll continue to work to ensure a 
smooth transition.

Thank you for the opportunity to serve 
and for the support that has been pro-
vided to me over the years. I wish only the 
best for VCS and look forward to learn-
ing about the many accomplishments the 
future will bring this great District.
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Visual and Performing 
Arts Hall of Fame  
Recipients Selected
Victor Central Schools is proud to an-
nounce its 2019 Visual and Performing 
Arts Hall of Fame (VPHOF) recipients. 
VPHOF was created to celebrate and 
honor the accomplishments of outstand-
ing alumni, staff and community members 
who have excelled in the arts. It was also 
established to inspire current students to 
make contributions to the arts by recon-
necting those selected for the hall of fame 
with our students, staff and community. 

This year’s recipients are actor, David 
Grant Wright (’79 ), and musicians, Bill 
Kelliher (’89), Tim Wheeler (’91) and 
Andy Martinek (’05). A special induction 
ceremony will be held to honor this year’s 
recipients on Thursday, May 9th at the 
Victor Early Childhood School Board-
room beginning at 6:45 pm.  
(Bill Kelliher is unable to attend this year’s 
induction ceremony.) Friends and family are 
welcomed to attend!

VSH College and Career 
Center Seeks Student  
Internships
The Victor Central School District is 
committed to providing our students with 
the best education and experience during 
their school years. As a part of this com-
mitment, we believe that students can 
greatly benefit from career awareness and 
experiences. The VSHS College and Career 
Center is dedicated to partnering with area 
professionals. Through this partnership, 
our students gain exposure and a concrete 
vision of future opportunities. In addition, 
businesses establish working relationships 
with driven, hardworking students. From 
a job shadow and unpaid internship to a 
small group discussion, we appreciate your 
valuable time. If you have worked with us 
in the past, thank you! If you have not and 
are interested in working with our students, 
please email Cindy Mereness at merenessc@
victorschools.org or call her at at 585-924-
3252 x6424.

Alumni Banquet Set for 
June 9th 
On Sunday, June 9th, Victor Central 
Schools will celebrate its 124th Alumni 
Banquet at Ravenwood Golf Club, 929 
Lynaugh Road, Victor, NY. The celebra-
tion will include a cash bar at 6:00 pm and 
a buffet dinner at 7:00 pm. The cost for 
this event is $19 per person, payable upon 
arrival. Reservations are required.

To make reservations, please contact Sue 
Whitney Masseth, Class of 1966 by calling 
her at 585-727-2359 or emailing her at 
susanjmasseth@gmail.com

David Wright ’79

Tim Wheeler ’91

Bill Kelliher ’89

Andy Martinek ’05
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Senior High School  
Receives National Recog-
nition for Commitment to  
Empowering Students 
This spring, the national organization, 
Project Lead the Way (PLTW), recognized 
Victor Senior High School as a PLTW 
Distinguished School for providing broad 
access to transformative learning opportu-
nities in science, technology, engineering 
and math (STEM) for students through its 
PLTW programs. Victor is one of just 21 
districts across the United States to receive 
this honor. 

“It is a great honor to recognize Victor 
Central Schools for its commitment to 
students,” said Vince Bertram, President 
and CEO of PLTW. “These are leaders in 
what school should look like, and they 
should be very proud of ensuring students 
have the knowledge and skills to be career 
ready and successful on any career path 
they choose.” 

VCS currently offers PLTW Engineer-
ing for students in grades 9 through12 and 
the interest in STEM classes is growing. 
This year, a PLTW Gateway program for 
8th graders was implemented and next 
year, that will be expanded to include 7th 
graders.

School Administrator  
Receives NYS Recognition
This past winter Veronica (Roni)  
Puglisi, Victor Central Schools’ 
Director of Educational and Support 
Services, was named Administrator of 
the Year by the New York State School 
Counselor Association (NYSSCA). 

Puglisi was nominated by numerous 
VCS counselors and administrators for 
being a “fearless leader” who led the Dis-
trict in the charge to develop a new school 
counseling plan, and is a tireless advocate 
for students and school counselors.

Interim Director of Special 
Programs and Compliance 
Hails from Fairport
This winter, the Victor Board of 
Education approved the appointment 
of Fairport resident, Sheila McLaugh-
lin McCarthy, to an interim position 
as Director of Special Programs and 
Compliance. McCarthy, the former 
Director of Special Education for the 
Fairport Central School District (1997-
2017) stepped in for Melanie McGuire who 
retired at the end of December, 2018.

Prior to her post as Director of Special 
Education for Fairport Schools, McCarthy 
was the Coordinator of Preschool Special 
Education at the Webster Central School 
District (1988-1997)and a summer As-
sistant Principal (administrative intern) at 
Monroe #1 BOCES. McCarthy will stay 
on s an interim Director at VCS through 
December, 2019.
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Construction Update
Victor Central Schools’ $25,000,000 
capital project is nearing completion. This 
winter, the second floor addition (home 
to five new classrooms) at the Early Child-
hood School, and several Occupational/
Physical Therapy rooms at the Junior High 
School were officially completed. A reno-
vation at the Junior High School library 
was also completed recently as was the 
installation of two new tennis courts and 
complete resurfacing of all eight courts. 

This summer, the Early Childhood 
School’s nurse’s office and the Intermediate 
School addition are expected to be com-
pleted. 

The VIS addition includes a 12,000 
square foot gymnasium and a 1,500 square 
foot music room.



A R E  Y O U  R E C E I V I N G  T H E  V C S  E - N E W S ?
SPECIAL EVENTS • IMPORTANT UPDATES!  Throughout the school year, our VCS Superintendent and building principals send 

out electronic newsletters highlighting special school events, unique accomplishments, important updates and other timely information. 
Are you receiving these vital sources of school information? If not, we strongly urge you to sign up for both the Superintendent’s and  
building principals’ e-news by going to our web site: www.victorschools.org
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Victor, NY 
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Victor Central School District
953 High Street
Victor, NY 14564

To:  Victor Central School District Residents

The New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services maintains 
a list of registered sex offenders and offers many resources through 
its web site,  ://criminaljustice.state.ny.us. People may search the 
Sex Offender Registry using the criteria of name, county or zip 
code. Parents and guardians may want to talk with children about 
interacting with adults and people they do not know. 

Ravenwood Golf Club 
929 Lynaugh Road, Victor, NY  14564

Sunday, June 9, 2019
6:30 p.m. Cocktails  ~  7 p.m. Dinner

For information contact Sue Masseth at 585-727-2359

Victor Central Schools  
124th Alumni BanquetFamily Fun Festival

May 21, 2019, 3:30 - 9:00 p.m.
VCS Campus

Free and open to ALL
Victor Central School District

Senior Citizens!
Saturday, May 11, 2019 — 5-7 p.m.

@ Victor Early Childhood School Gymnasium
Entertainment provided by “Western New York Big Band”

Reservations required, call School & Community Relations at 924-3252, 
ext.1407 or e-mail welche@victorschools.org or laskysh@victorschools.org

Eighteenth Annual Senior Citizens’ Ball

Dinner &  Dancing

VCS Class of 2019
Graduation Ceremony

Friday, June 28, 7:00 p.m. 
War Memorial Blue Cross Arena Rochester

New 
Location!


