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What is an Operating Referendum?

November election ballot 
question, stated per 

pupil, capped at 
$1,827.54 (FY 2021-22)

Allows districts to 
generate additional 
general education 

revenue

Revenue can be a 
combination of local 

property tax levies and 
state aid 

(Stillwater does not 
qualify for aid)

Annual levy, maximum 
length of 10 years

Taxes spread on 
Referendum Market 

Value 
(most property types pay 
the same taxes per dollar 

of property value)

Revenue may be used 
for any operating or 

capital expenses (e.g. 
staff salaries/benefits, 

utilities, supplies, 
technology)
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Stillwater Current Operating Referendum
• Approved by voters in 2013 for 8 years

✔ Includes annual inflation adjustment based on statutory inflation factor

✔ Expires after FY 2021-22

• $1,288.73 / pupil estimated authority for FY 2020-21

✔ FY 2020-21 estimated revenue approximately $11.4 million
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Stillwater Current Operating Referendum
• Only opportunity to renew is 2021 election

• Estimated ballot renewal amount $1,297.45

✔ Annual inflation amount updated by MDE in July, will change ballot renewal amount

✔ Estimated tax impact for renewal would be close to $0, as the district is extending a levy that 
is scheduled to expire

• District could increase authority up to an additional $530 per student based on current 
cap amount

✔ Would result in additional $4.7 to $5 million of revenue

✔ Approximately $165/year ($13.75/month) on a $350,000 residential homestead

✔ Tax impact would be proportionate to added amount of revenue
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Election ballot question, 
stated tax rate

Allows districts to 
generate additional 

revenue for technology 
and capital projects

Revenue provided 
through local property tax 

levies

Annual levy, maximum 
length of 10 years

Taxes spread on Net Tax 
Capacity 

(All taxpayers pay, but 
may pay different 

amounts based on the 
type of property)

Revenue may be used 
for items consistent with 

the ballot language



10



11



•

•

•

•







●

●

●

●

●

●

●



●

●



●

●

●
●

●
●

●
●

●
●
●





●
○
○

●









●

●

●

●

●
○
○

●

●

●



●

●

●
●

●



●

●

●

●


