
HAISQHIA! Yog koj xav tau tsev 
kawm ntawv cov ntawv txhais ua 
lus Hmoob, thov hu tus Hmoob 
Liaison rau (651) 407-7623.

ATENCIÓN: Si usted necesita 
hablar con una persona que 
hable Español, por favor,  
llame al (651) 407-7625.
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Student Growth & proficiency
Early Childhood
More than 700 students are nurtured and develop a love of learning through our 
WBLAS Early Childhood programs. All of the District’s preschools have a Parent 
Aware rating of four stars, the highest possible rating. Teachers assess the growth 
of children and take appropriate measures to ensure they are kindergarten-ready.

Elementary
Students at our nine elementary schools are assessed by teachers using a range of 
grade-appropriate assessments in reading, math and science to measure progress 
toward local and state standards. Student proficiency is measured using MCA 
assessments.* Instructional support is personalized so students who test below 
grade level receive extra intervention and support, and students who already 
exceed standards are challenged through our comprehensive Gifted and Talented 
program.

Middle School
Students at Central and Sunrise Park Middle Schools take the Minnesota 
Comprehensive Assessment (MCA).* Teachers and counselors use these 
assessments along with other data to help students select courses. Intervention 
support is provided for students who test below grade level. Accelerated and 
enriched class options ensure each student is challenged.

High School
High school teachers assess students through common assessments in each 
subject. Nationally-normed assessments include the PreACT offered to tenth 
graders in the fall and the PSAT and ACT offered to eleventh graders. Counselors 
and teachers use these data, along with an understanding of student motivation 
and goals, to help students select from more than 250 course offerings, including 
50 college-level courses and seven career pathways areas.

Minnesota Comprehensive 
Assessments (MCA)
Student proficiency is 
measured by the Minnesota 
Comprehensive Assessment 
(MCA) tests, Minnesota’s state 
requirement for testing under 
the Federal Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA). 

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, MCA tests were not 
administered in the Spring of 
2020.

In previous years when the 
MCA test was administered, 
White Bear Lake Area Schools 
students have shown a higher 
rate of proficiency in reading 
and mathematics than 
students across the state of 
Minnesota.

* Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, MCA tests were not administered in the Spring of 2020.



hiGh expectAtionS & enrichment

More than half of the 10th-12th grade students at WBLAHS enrolled in 
potentially college credit-bearing courses in the 2019-20 academic year.

Student Support 
Services
White Bear Lake 
Area Schools have 
high expectations 
for all students and 
offer a continuum of 
specialized instruction 
for students with 
special needs. 
Our programs are 
individualized and 
comprehensive.

AVID
WBLAHS began 
implementation of 
the Advancement 
Via Individual 
Determination 
(AVID) program 
in the fall of 2010. 
The program offers 
rigorous instruction 
to students in the 
academic middle who 
have the individual 
determination to 
prepare for a four 
year college. In AVID 
classes, students 
collaborate, engage 
in inquiry, and learn 
college-level reading, 
writing and study 
strategies.

International 
Baccalaureate
Matoska International 
IB World School, an 
elementary option 
for all families since 
2010, received re-
authorization in 2018. 

WBLAS continues to be a recognized leader for developing Career Pathways aligned 
to workforce needs.

On the rise 
White Bear Lake Area High 

School’s Advanced
Placement (AP) program is 

serving more students taking 
more AP exams.

2019-20,  
956 AP EXAMS tAkEn

CoMPArED to 867 EXAMS  
tAkEn In 2017-18

2020 Advanced Placement 
Scholars
62 AP Scholars
26 AP Scholars with Honors
31 AP Scholars with Distinction
5 National AP Scholars

124
Advanced
Placement
Scholars

Colleges and Universities on campus
During the 2019-20 school year, 50 college level courses were offered at 
WBLAHS: 21 Advanced Placement (AP) classes, 25 College in the School (CIS/
CitHS) courses, and 4 Project Lead the Way (PLTW) courses. Students also 
took advantage of Post-Secondary Enrollment Options (PSEO).

50

Launched in 2015, our 
pathway programs allow 
students to take one or 
two courses, or a series of 
courses. They also allow 
students opportunities for 
job shadowing, industry 
site visits, and credentials 
or certifications recognized 
in the field. 

White Bear Lake Area Schools 4-year graduation rate for Class of 2019 
was 91.2%, 7.5 percentage points above the state average.
Graduation rate calculations follow one year behind the current graduating year.

$2.39 million
Total value of credits 
earned by WBLAHS 
students in college-
level courses during  

2019-20.

PLtW  77 students earned 231 credits

  197 students earned 309 credits

Cis  291 students earned 1424 credits

AP  637 students earned 1914 credits

PseO  81 students earned 717 credits

All tuition calculations except concurrent enrollment based on U of MN tuition rate of 
$512.30 per credit. Concurrent enrollment based on Century College tuition rate of $185.92. 
PLTW grade cutoff B-, all others C-.
Students may be counted more than once if they participated in more than one program.
AP credit calculations based on U of MN score acceptance.

Concurrent
enrollment

91.2%



the district refunded debt issue 

saving taxpayers a 
total of $1,102,093
over the next 9 years. 

Financial management
To help the District meet its educational 
goals, White Bear Lake Area Schools 
remain committed to fiscal responsibility to 
ensure that maximum resources reach our 
classrooms.

Stewardship:
White Bear Lake Area Schools continues 
to demonstrate strong stewardship to our 
communities.
 » We have been recognized for excellence in 

financial reporting by the Association of 
School Business Officials and Government 
Finance Officers Association for 20 
consecutive years.

 » The district refunded four outstanding 
debt issues during 2020, which will save 
district taxpayers a total of $1,102,093 
over the next nine years. The outstanding 
debt was related to the 2004 construction 
of Oneka Elementary School and the 
2013 and 2014 gymnasium additions at 
Lakeaires, Matoska, and Willow Lane 
Elementary Schools.

 » In November of 2019, area residents 
voted on the District’s $326 million bond 
referendum, with 57.4% in support of the 
question.

finAnce

We have been recognized for 
excellence in financial reporting  
for 20 consecutive years
by the Association of School Business Officials
and Government Finance Officers Association.

Partnerships
The district has many innovative partnerships with the White Bear Center for the Arts, White Bear 
Area YMCA, MacPhail Center for Music, Tamarack Nature Center and many others.

2019-20
EXPEnSE AnALySIS

By FUnD

Capital
2.39%
Debt Service
2.15%

General
90.87%

nutrition Services
1.72%

Community Services
2.87%

2019-20
rEVEnUE AnALySIS

By SoUrCE

State
71.49%

Federal
2.84%

other
2.94%

Property taxes
22.73%

2019-20
EXPEnSE AnALySIS

By ProGrAM

District-level Administration
4.06%

School-level Administration
2.12%

Instruction
67.30%

Student transportation
6.39%

Facilities, operations  
and Maintenance
8.33%

Instruction and  
Pupil Support Services
11.80%



The White Bear Lake Area School District serves all or parts of Birchwood, Gem Lake, Hugo, Lino Lakes, Little Canada, 
Maplewood, North Oaks, Vadnais Heights, White Bear Lake and White Bear Township.

District Mission
The mission of the White Bear Lake Area School District, the community at the forefront of educational excellence, 
honoring our legacy and courageously building the future, is to ensure each student realizes their unique talents and 
abilities, and makes meaningful contributions with local and global impact through a vital system distinguished by:

• Students who design and create their own future
• A culture that respects diverse people and ideas
• Safe, nurturing, and inspiring experiences
• Exceptional staff and families committed to student success
• Abundant and engaged community partners

StUDEnt EnroLLMEnt 2020-21

pre-K
Pre-K includes all District programs including preschool, 
early childhood, and Bear Fundamentals at all District 
locations.

718

elementary (Grades K-5) 3913

middle School (Grades 6-8) 2065

high School (Grades 9-12) 2453

transition plus (Special ed - ages 18-24) 47

DIStrICt totAL k-t+ 8478

DIStrICt totAL BIrtH-t+ 9196

Source: Minnesota Department of Education and District data

k-t+ StUDEnt DEMoGrAPHICS 2020-21

free/reduced price lunch 21.41%

english language learner 3.99%

Special education 15.27%

American indian/Alaska native 0.40%

Asian 7.18%

Black/African American 6.38%

hispanic/latino 7.78%

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.11%

two or more races 6.46%

white 71.64%

Source: Minnesota Department of Education

2020-21 diStrict profile

• Afaan/oromo/oromi
• Afrikaans
• Akan
• Amharic
• Anauk
• Arabic
• Azerbaijani
• Bengali
• Bosnian
• Burmese
• cambodian
• chinese, mandarin
• cree
• czech
• english creolized
• fanti
• farsi
• french
• German

• Gujarati
• harari
• hiligaynon, illogo
• hindi
• hmong
• igbo
• Japanese
• Karen
• Kiswahili, Swahili
• Kom
• lao, laotian
• lithuanian
• luganda, Ganda
• mandar
• marathi
• nepali
• pilipino, tagalog
• portuguese
• punjabi

• romanian
• russian
• Sign language, ASl
• Somali
• Spanish
• tamil
• telugu
• thai
• tigrinya
• turkman
• twi
• ukrainian
• urdu
• Vietnamese
• yoruba

In addition to English, 
students in our district

speak

53
home

languages

Core Values
The White Bear Lake Area School District builds quality 
lives and strong communities through compassion, 
integrity, respect, responsibility and service.

Equity Commitment
To nurture the whole student, we disrupt systemic 
inequities by recognizing, honoring, and embracing all 
cultures with humility and respect.
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contActS

Elementary Schools

BIrCH LAkE / 651-653-2776 
1616 Birch lake Avenue 
white Bear lake, mn 55110 

HUGo / 651-653-2798 
14895 francesca Avenue north 
hugo, mn 55038 

LAkEAIrES / 651-653-2809 
3963 Van dyke Street 
white Bear lake, mn 55110 

LInCoLn / 651-653-2820 
1961 Sixth Street 
white Bear lake, mn 55110 

onEkA / 651-288-1800 
4888 heritage parkway north 
hugo, mn 55038 

ottEr LAkE / 651-653-2831 
1401 county road h2 
white Bear township, mn 55110 

MAtoSkA IntErnAtIonAL 
IB WorLD SCHooL 
651-653-2847 
2530 Spruce place 
white Bear lake, mn 55110 

VADnAIS HEIGHtS 
651-653-2858 
3645 centerville road 
Vadnais heights, mn 55127 

WILLoW LAnE / 651-773-6170 
3375 willow Avenue 
white Bear lake, mn 55110 

Middle Schools

CEntrAL / 651-653-2888 
4857 Bloom Avenue 
white Bear lake, mn 55110 

SUnrISE PArk / 651-653-2700 
2399 cedar Avenue 
white Bear lake, mn 55110

High School Campuses

WBLAHS - nortH CAMPUS 
651-653-2920 
(Grades 9-10)  
5045 division Avenue 
white Bear lake, mn 55110

WBLAHS - SoUtH CAMPUS  
651-773-6200 
(Grades 11-12)  
3551 mcKnight road 
white Bear lake, mn 55110

WBL ArEA LEArnInG CEntEr 
651-773-6400 
2449 orchard lane 
white Bear lake, mn 55110

Other Sites

DIStrICt CEntEr oFFICES  
651-407-7500 
4855 Bloom Avenue 
white Bear lake, mn 55110

EArLy CHILDHooD ProGrAM  
651-653-3100
• normandy park education center 

2482 east cty road f, wBl
• tamarack nature center 

5287 otter lake road, wBt
• Birch lake elementary 

1616 Birch lake Avenue, wBl
• hugo elementary 

14895 Francesca Ave. N., Hugo
• lakeaires elementary 

3963 Van dyke Street, wBl
• otter lake elementary 

1401 county road h2, wBt
• Vadnais heights elementary 

3645 centerville road, Vh

WHItE BEAr ArEA SEnIor 
ProGrAM  
651-653-3121 
2484 east county rd f 
white Bear lake, mn 55110

trAnSItIon EDUCAtIon CEntEr 
651-773-6051 
13497 fenway Blvd circle n 
hugo, mn 55038

White Bear Lake Area Schools utilizes the following communications tools to connect with families and community 
members:
 » pArent Alert SyStem -  The District uses the SchoolMessenger parent alert system. The system allows for voicemail, 

email and text message alerts to be sent out instantaneously.
 » community e-newSletter - The Community e-Newsletter, sent out twice a month to families and community members, 

covers School Board proceedings, student and staff achievements as well as school and Community Education offerings.
 » StAy SociAl - Currently, more than 5,000 people follow the district on Facebook, Twitter or YouTube. Daily 624 Facts are 

shared out through Facebook and Twitter.
 » www.ISd624.OrG –  The district launched a redesigned website in the spring of 2019.
 » VideoS - A Community e-Newsletter Video Edition is sent twice a month. The Week in 62.4 Seconds videos highlight 

students learning each Friday. District videos are closed captioned in both English and Spanish.
 » BeAr’S Bulletin - The district includes a community-focused bulletin in seasonal Community Services and Recreation 

catalogs that are mailed to all district residents. The piece covers District and school news, accomplishments, 624 Facts 
and notice of upcoming events.

 » School BoArd communicAtion - The Communications Office makes School Board meeting video/audio files available to 
the public after each School Board meeting that are closed captioned in English.



Serving the communities of Birchwood, Gem lake, hugo, lino lakes, little canada, 
Maplewood, North Oaks, Vadnais Heights, white Bear Lake, and white Bear Township.

white Bear lake Area Schools
Leading minds to learning, hearts to compassion, and lives to community service.

651-407-7500www.isd624.org

OuR MISSION
the mission of the white Bear lake Area School 
district, the community at the forefront of 
educational excellence, honoring our legacy and 
courageously building the future, is to ensure each 
student realizes their unique talents and abilities, 
and makes meaningful contributions with local and 
global impact through a vital system distinguished by:
• Students who design and create their own future
• A culture that respects diverse people and ideas
• Safe, nurturing, and inspiring experiences
• exceptional staff and families committed to  

student success
• Abundant and engaged community partners

/isd624


