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THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH 
DECEMBER 27, 2020 

   
 
Dear Parishioners, Visitors & Friends, 
         Many thanks for your generous gifts, cards and prayers, given to all of us this Christmas.  
May this season find you abounding in love, rejoicing in hope, and secure in God’s peace.  I pray 
that God’s richest blessings continue with you and yours through the New Year.  
                                                               ...Fr. John Mink & Fr. Richard Jasper 
 

 
The St. Ann “APP” - Spur of the moment, I pointed my car in the direction of Lancaster County and 
travelled in haste to the hill country of Pennsylvania, hoping to do some Christmas shopping.  I took a 
backroad I never travelled before, thankfully avoiding much of the truck traffic on 41.  However, I didn’t 
know this road would be filled with Amish horse-and-buggies.  Lots of them. 
 
In truth, I must have had to slow down and/or pass at least 20 plain-black carriages that Saturday 
afternoon, all of them filled with families.  In the few carriages I could peer into without looking like a 
tourist-gawker, I could see that despite their religious garb and simple ways, the Amish children in the 
back laughed and told stories and the parents up-front shared either a conversation or the quiet comfort 
of simply being with each other. 
 
Seeing this made me reflect on the truth that all of us, in our own way, are striving to be holy families.  
Yes, it can be messy at times.  Arguments arise.  Children sometimes get “lost” to the temptations of the 
world.  But yet, we keep striving to love, to listen, to be light in times of suffering and fear.  That’s the 
definition of “holy family.” 
 
And lest we forget, family comes in other ways, too. 
 
As I was approaching the town of Strasburg, a small diner had a sign up outside its establishment with 
these words:  “Thanks to our Lancaster community for being true family to us during our recent shut-
downs.  Because of you, we’ll be back stronger in 2021.” 
 
May that be the prayer for all of us in the New Year, no matter how we define “holy family.”         
 
 
                                     The St. Ann’s 2020/21 New Year’s Mass Schedule              
 December 28-31  9am     Daily Mass  
 December 31       4pm   VIGIL Mass 
         January 1st           9:30am  New Year’s Day Mass 
The church will NOT be open during this week for private prayer time and the Rectory Office will 
be closed December 31st-January 1st for New Year’s.    
 
Election of Trustees – Each parish in the Diocese of Wilmington is incorporated within and by the laws 
of the State in which it is located.  St. Ann is incorporated in the State of Delaware.  The by-laws of the 
Corporation and the statutes of the Diocese of Wilmington provide for five trustees; the Bishop of the 
Diocese, and the Pastor, and a priest so designated by the Bishop, (these days it is the Chancellor of the 
Diocese) and two (2) lay persons are to be elected each January by duly registered members of the 
parish in the meeting called by the President (the Pastor).  That election is scheduled for Sunday - 
January 3rd, following the 10:30am Mass.  Our current lay trustees are Charles Klous and David 
O’Connor. 
 
Communion Update – All who would like to receive communion on the tongue, are asked to wait 
until the end of the communion line to receive in order to abide by state/diocesan Covid 
regulations.  Thank you.   



Parish Giving…Why Every Gift Matters 
       Charitable contributions are one of the many gifts that remain for end of the year giving.   
- Our Matching Gift program is a way to double or triple your donations to St. Ann’s Church/School.   
- Include St. Ann’s in your Will or living trusts; annuities; beneficiary designation; real estate or even as 

a memorial tribute gift.  What a great way to remember a loved one!   
- Donate to the St. Ann School Annual Fund. Your gift will strengthen St. Ann’s School where we strive 

to be a community of prayerful love and service.  
- St. Ann’s St. Vincent de Paul Society (SVDP) is a strong leader in helping the needy of our parish in 

the surrounding community.  This is a blessed opportunity to help those less fortunate.     
If you would like to donate to any of these programs or need more info, call us at 302-654-5519.  We 
thank you for your past financial support and ask for your consideration during this Christmas season.      
 
BIG THANK YOU – to everyone who gave of their time and talent decorating our church for Christmas.  
We appreciate all that you did - it looks amazing!  Thank you again from all of us at St. Ann’s!    
 
FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY PROGRAM STOPS.  The FEED THE HUNGRY Program at Saint Paul 
Catholic Church is being stopped for a while for a review.   Since they will stop receiving the food 
donations, Saint Ann Parish will stop collecting donated as of Monday, 30 November 2020.  All the food 
donated will go to a worthy Feed the Hungry Program.  Hopefully we will be able to start our donations 
again by Lent 2021. We shall see and keep you informed.  We thank all those who have donated food.  
We thank our Msgr Dewson Council 13821, Knights of Columbus for transporting your donated food to 
Saint Paul Parish.  You all have made a difference!  God bless you! 

Are you Using Our Online Parish Giving and Don’t Need Your Weekly Envelopes?  Please let us 
know so that we can cancel them.  Just email the rectory at stannschurch@stannwilmington.com or call 
us at 654-5519. Thank you.      
 
Hospital Visitations – In this covid time, our priests are not allowed to visit anyone in the hospital. But if 
you or your loved one are in the hospital, please still call/email the rectory and let us know.  The priests 
pray for any of our sick or infirmed.  Thank you.   
 
Amazon Smile: AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support St. Ann's every time you 
shop, at no cost to you. Next time you want to make a purchase through Amazon, sign up for Amazon 
Smile via this link https://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0066739. Or go to Amazon Smile and search for St. 
Anns. Save the link to your favorites or bookmark it.  That way, every time you buy, Amazon will donate 
0.5% to St. Ann's.  
 
INTERESTED IN BAPTIZING YOUR CHILD AT ST. ANN’S?  There is an online Baptism PREP class 
required if you have not taken a class within the last two years.  Just visit the “Ascension Press” website 
and look for “Belonging”.  The cost for the class is $9.95.  Once you have taken the class, we can get you 
on our baptism calendar. We are only scheduling baptisms one each Sunday after the 10:30am mass – 
so approximately 11:30pm.   For more info, email stannschurch@stannwilmington.com or call 654-5519.   
 
Need to register for St. Ann’s? Visit our website www.stannwilmington.com and select the parish 
registration button.  You can either print the form and drop off to the rectory or fill out online and email it 
back to us.                 
   

                                            
First grade has been celebrating “Holidays Around the World” including St. Nicholas Day(Holland), 
Hanukkah(Israel),St. Lucia(Sweden), Los Posadas(Mexico) and Kwaanza(Africa). Each holiday was 
celebrated with a special treat, craft and song. The students enjoyed a candy cane experiment and Elf 
STEM activity. Fantastic first graders certainly had FUN!” 
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**Priests will be saying Mass Intentions 

privately for each 6:30am daily mass & the 
8am Saturday Mass starting on Monday June 

1st with the beginning of public Masses.                
Saturday December 26 
**8:00 A.M. Mary Cunningham & the deceased 
members of the Cunningham family 
4:00 P.M. Anna Kelley & Family 
Sunday December 27 
7:30 A.M. Tom Wertz 
10:30 A.M. Vera Donnelly 
Monday December 28 
9:00 A.M. Mary Cunningham 
Tuesday December 29 
9:00 A.M. Carol Hyde 
Wednesday December 30 
9:00 A.M. Henry & Theresa Deptula 
Thursday December 31 
9:00 A.M. Loreno Pierucci 
4:00 P.M. Ryann Marie and Zachary Alf 
Friday January 1  New Year’s Day 
9:30 A.M. Intention of Joan Carbone  
Saturday January 2 
**8:00 A.M. Alfred & Dorothy Krauss 
4:00 P.M. Georgina C. Sheing & Henry A. 
Salacki 
Sunday January 3 
7:30 A.M. Ann Mulvena 
10:30 A.M. Kenny Ackerman 
Pray for the sick, shut-ins and elderly of our 
Parish.      
 
ST. ANN’S PRAYER LINE – to place a name on 
the prayer line contact Joe/ Shirley Ackerman at 
384-7513 or joeshirl7@comcast.net.  
 
Offertory for the weekend of December 13th 
was $13,965. As always – thank you for your 
kind and generous support to St. Ann’s. 
 
PLEASE DON’T FORGET US!!!  Parish Giving 
is available for Online Offertory Giving – To set 
up your account, visit our website  and click the 
Parish Giving Button.  If you have questions, 
please feel free to contact the rectory at 654-5519 
or stannschurch@stannwilmington.com 
 
St. Ann School Alumni – Become an Alumni 
Member!  Send your contact info to  
alumassoc@st-ann.net. Make sure to like us at      
http://www.facebook.com/StAnnsAlumni! 
 

WE CONGRATULATE…  
 

LUCAS SHAWN PERILLO 
                         Son of 
        Justin & Vienna Perillo 
 
who was welcomed into the Christian  
        community through Baptism 

 
WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER – Give 
your relationship the gift of quality time during the 
pandemic!  Join us from the comfort of your home 
via Zoom for eight sessions presented on Sunday 
and Wednesday evenings from January 20 to 
February 14.  Make Valentine’s Day 2021 extra 
special as you learn tools to revitalize romance 
and deepen communication in your marriage!!  
For more information visit our website 
at www.wwme-delmar.org or to register for the 
weekend, please call Tony and Linda Massino at 
302-220-9833. 
 
Christmas Symbols 
The significance of most Christmas symbols is 
obvious; others, although commonplace, have 
deeper meaning not immediately apparent, and 
some represent stories no longer remembered. 
Candy Cane – The shepherd’s crook, 
representing the Nativity’s first witnesses and 
Christ the Good Shepherd, inspired the candy 
cane.  Its alternating white and red stripes 
represent the Lord’s purity and sacrifice, even as 
the same colors do liturgically.  Its lively 
peppermint flavor stands for the royal gift of spice.  
Finally, like the body of Christ itself, the candy 
cane is given to be broken and shared.   
Christmas Holly – The bright green leaves and 
red berries, well into the cold season, make holly 
right for Christmas.  Its symbolism, however, is 
much deeper.  For the early Christians it was not 
only reminiscent of the burning bush seen by 
Moses, but prophetic as well.  In the face of 
Christmas sentimentally, it foretells, with its prickly 
points and drops of blood-like berries, Christ’s 
crown of thorns.  According to ancient legend, its 
berries were once yellow, but were stained 
permanently red by Christ’s blood, since it was 
used to fashion the Savior’s crown of thorns.  
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(302) 421-4100
www.stfrancishealthcare.org

Jack Matthews, President
ansi/osha approved equipment

866-992-4200
302-652-0522 • 302-652-1352

3101 Lancaster Ave., Wilmington, DE 19805
sales@wilmintonsafety.com

Jlmatth3@gmail.com
www.wilmingtonsafety.com

RIGHTWAY 
WATERPROOFING CO.

BASEMENT WATERPROOFING
MOLD REMEDIATION
FOUNDATION REPAIR

(215) 427-1727
www.RightwayWaterproofi ng.com

FREE INSPECTION
Licensed & Insured

Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1987

Church

Member

Discounts

paduaacademy.org

302 • 421 • 3765

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

877-401-4777
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
  It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email address by text message: 

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

Commercial Rates are at an All 
Time Low. Contact us today to 
get a free analysis to see if we 

can help Save you money with 
your monthly payments on your 

commercial property. Multi-Family, 
Retail, Offi  ce Building, Apartment 
and Condos. Can close in as little 
as 45 days! Four season customer 

service is our top priority.

www.duqfunding.com
1650 Market Street - Suite 3600

Philadelphia, PA 19103

What’s My Name?
The #WHATSMYNAME

Movement asks everyone 
to simply ask drivers 

“What’s my name?” before 
entering their vehicle to 

make sure it is the car they 
are supposed to enter.

In Remembrance of 
Samantha Josephson

#WHATSMYNAME
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Local, trusted, proven, effective, supportive, referrals, relationships, 
affordable, repetitious, versatile, lasting. 

This describes the power of...
ppppppppp gggg

Placing an ad in the parish bulletin supports the parish while building your business - THAT’S A WIN WIN!
Call  1.800.333.3166!

SECURITY

994-5400
Burglar Alarms • Surveillance Systems • Fire Alarms • Assess Control

ELECTRICAL

994-3400
Trouble shooting & repairs • Service up-grades

Switches • Outlets • Lighting • Appliance circuits
Residential • Commercial • Institutional

 www.delcollo.com         Free Estimates               Established 1975

This Space is Available!
800-333-3166 ext. 161

www.jppc.net
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MEALEY FUNERAL HOMESMEALEY FUNERAL HOMES

7th & Broom Streets and
Limestone & Milltown Rds.

Phone:  652-5913 or 654-3005
PARKING IN BOTH LOCATIONSPARKING IN BOTH LOCATIONS

1701 Delaware Ave.  1701 Delaware Ave.  
652-9493652-9493

KELLY'S 
LOGAN 
HOUSE

• New Kitchen 
• Best Hot Sandwiches in Town

Bar Open 11 AM until 1 AM

652-6811 999-8277
www.dohertyfh.com

CREMATION SERVICE 
OF DELAWARE
519 Philadelphia Pike519 Philadelphia Pike

Wilmington, DE 19809Wilmington, DE 19809
(302) 762-0334(302) 762-0334

Simple ~ Economical ~ Dignifi edSimple ~ Economical ~ Dignifi ed

Gift Baskets
Floral

Arrangements
Catering for 

Every Occasion
Sympathy Dinners

3801 Kennett Pike
Greenville, DE

302 / 654-9941
www.janssensmarket.com

TREE CARETREE CARE
Removal
Pruning
Insect and Disease Control

(302) 475-0466(302) 475-0466

LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING
Design
Installation
Patios • Walks • Ponds

(302) 764-8666(302) 764-8666

Since 1973

ERNS BROTHERS
  TREE SERVICE

Certified Arborists
www.kernsbros.com

2006 Winner
Delaware
Better Business Bureau
Torch Award

Connie Barba Ins Agcy Inc
Connie Barba, Agent
9B Trolley Square
Wilmington, DE 19806-3352
Bus 302 429 0300
Fax 302 429 5902
connie.barba.j658@statefarm.com
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Serving Since 1946

302-999-9455

Patrick F. Sweeney, III, DMD

Parishioner

302-658-7200
Fax: 302-658-7500

1700 Shallcross Avenue
Suite 2

Wilmington, DE 19806

www.healthysmilesofdelaware.com

Holistic Physical Therapy, LLC
American Made,

Dutch Trained
We Provide:

Manual Physical Therapy

Massage & More

Mind, Body, & Spirit

scholisticpt@gmail.com
www.holisticptsc.com

Sarah Clark
Physical 

Therapist

302-564-9991

Log ontoLog onto www.JPPC.netwww.JPPC.net conveniently from your home or office.conveniently from your home or office.
ONLINE CATALOG - ONLINE ORDERING - ONLINE PROOFINGONLINE CATALOG - ONLINE ORDERING - ONLINE PROOFING

All Major Credit Cards Accepted                   All Major Credit Cards Accepted                   FREE UPS GROUND SHIPPINGFREE UPS GROUND SHIPPING!

Wedding InvitationsWedding Invitations Holiday CardsHoliday Cards

B U I L DB U I L D
Y O U R Y O U R 

C O M M U N I T YC O M M U N I T Y
- Shop Local -

P A T R O N I Z E  T H E  A D V E R T I S E R S  W H O  M A K E  T H I S  B U L L E T I N  P O S S I B L E !P A T R O N I Z E  T H E  A D V E R T I S E R S  W H O  M A K E  T H I S  B U L L E T I N  P O S S I B L E !

This Space is Available!
800-333-3166 ext. 161

www.jppc.net
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