
2020-2021 School Year
Learning Model and Communication Timeline*

12/21/2020

Monday, Aug. 10, 2020
Robbinsdale Area Schools announced plans to begin 

the school year in Distance Learning PLUS and shared 
that a possible shift in model could occur October 19. Friday, Aug. 21, 2020

The District shared additional information on  
decision-making factors, the hybrid learning model, 
transportation opt-out, 281 Distance Learning School 
and county COVID-19 data review periods.

Week of Aug. 24, 2020
School FAQ virtual meetings.

Friday Sept. 18, 2020
The District reiterated that it was preparing for a  
potential learning model shift for all students on Oct. 19.

Friday, Oct. 2, 2020
Due to a change in county COVID-19 cases, Robbinsdale 
Area Schools announced plans to transition PreK and 

elementary students to a hybrid learning model,  
beginning Nov. 9, and secondary students remaining 

in distance learning. Middle and high school students 
could possibly change learning models on Tuesday, 

Jan. 26 - based on the model that aligned with  
current COVID count data.

Tuesday, Oct. 27, 2020
Due to a change in county COVID-19 case  
numbers, the transition date to transition PreK and 
elementary students to a hybrid learning model 
would begin Nov. 16 with tiered start dates. Our re-
gional team of health experts  
supported our transition plan.Nov. 2 and 4-6, 2020

Planning days for elementary staff.
Thursday, Nov. 5, 2020
Robbinsdale Area Schools announced plans to 
remain in distance learning for all students. The 
regional team of health experts no longer sup-
ported the transition plan.

Friday, Nov. 6, 2020
Robbinsdale Area Schools emailed families  

clarifying childcare programming.

Dr. Stephanie Burrage, Interim Superintendent  
of Robbinsdale Area Schools, shared a video  

message about the decision to remain in  
Distance Learning PLUS.

Friday, Nov. 13, 2020
Information about Student Supports Centers is 
shared with families.

Wednesday, Nov. 18, 2020
Governor Walz announces Executive Order  

20-99, putting new restrictions in place. Thursday, Nov. 19, 2020
Robbinsdale Area Schools emailed families about the 
steps school districts need to take to help prevent 
and contain the novel coronavirus over the next four 
week: youth and high school sports put on pause; 
in-person early childhood and community education 
classes paused; school facility rentals paused.

Wednesday, Dec. 16, 2020
Governor Walz announced school districts can  
transition elementary students to an in-person  

learning model beginning Jan. 18, 2021.

Robbinsdale Area Schools emailed families  
outlining information the governor shared.

Minnesota Department of Education (MDE)  
released updated guidance to schools in the  

Safe Learning Plan.

Friday Dec. 18, 2020
Robbinsdale Area Schools emailed families with 
additional information along with sharing an up-
coming deadline to register for (or opt out of) 281 
Distance Learning School.

Monday, Dec. 21, 2020
MDE released clarifications to the Safe Learning Plan.

Robbinsdale Area Schools emailed families  
clarifying information and shared an FAQ sheet. Tuesday, Dec. 22, 2020 (3 p.m.)

Deadline to register for (or opt out of)  
281 Distance Learning School.

Wednesday, Dec. 23, 2020
Human Resources will determine how many 

staff are needed in each building, based on 
registrations for 281 Distance Learning School.

Monday, Jan. 4, 2021
The District’s Incident Command team will meet 
to develop a learning plan recommendation. Week of Jan. 4, 2021

The Incident Command team’s recommendation  
will be reviewed by Cabinet. The plan will be  

communicated with families.
*Not a comprehensive timeline


