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Dear Terriers,
This newsletter is created for YOU! I am taking my goal to find my
voice and doing it with purpose by beginning this newsletter. This is
created for students to feel heard, connected to and involved on
campus. Now more than ever though we are physically apart, we can
still be united here. I struggled on campus but met many people who
have played a role in my success and became my support system. I do
not just want to keep these people to myself. Therefore I created this
newsletter as a resource for all of you to read, get to know and
maybe even learn about great people on campus you did not know
about. I am taking the people closest to me and performing interviews
on questions that are of interest to me and to others. I have been
finding that myself and many of the people I am interviewing have
alot in common and connecting has been inspiring. This newsletter is
beginning in the Center for Student Success since the office plays a
part in every students’ experience. I hope you enjoy reading this
newsletter as much as I have enjoyed connecting to these amazing
individuals, learning more about them and creating this newsletter
for you.
Best,
Jennifer

Jennifer Riddo

I am a Junior studying Childhood Education with a concentration in Math. I work
in the Center for Student Success as a Peer Leader. I was a teaching assistant in
Freshman seminar and had a goal to find my voice. I taught 3rd grade this
summer where I told my students each day, they would change the world. I said
it without realizing until the very last day my students changed my world and
continue to inspire me every day. I believe student success is student driven. We
must make a goal which is achievable which makes us feel happy, excited and
passionate to achieve. Once that goal is created it is important to share it with
people you are close to who can support you in reaching your goal. As a student
I have found the people who know my end goal are the people I'm not only
closest to but have become my mentors, support system and have given me
opportunities which I never imagined having. You can contact me if needed at
jriddo@sfc.edu.
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Dr. Kathleen Gray
Dean of Curriculum and Design,
Assistant Vice President of Academic Affairs
Fun Fact: Her family has sponsored 104 foster children.

Steven Boyarsky
Divisional Advisement Coordinator
Science and Management Science
Fun Fact: Steven is a huge cruise guru!
He has spent almost 5 months at sea!

Christine Davis
Director, Center for Student Success
Fun Fact: Christine loves cats!

Gabby Rosario
Academic Advisor
Health Care Promotions, Science,
Health Care Management, Criminal Justice
and Math
Fun Fact: She is a cat lady and loves to travel!

Leaders of Student Success at SFC

Dean Gray is the Assistant Vice President of Academic Affairs
and the Dean of Curriculum and Student Support. She also
teaches Sociology of Minority Groups. Dean Gray connects
departments to collaborate and solve problems. She works with
the faculty on campus, on the course catalogue and on
curriculum design. She is strategic in making plans to improve the
student experience. She provides direct student support and
advising to students in crisis and who need special consideration.
She is compassionate to crises, which impact children and she
sees the “value of supporting people with what they have going
on.” She believes student success is the journey taken by
students both academically and professionally. Students create
their own goal, which is achievable and attainable, then follow the
path to reach their goal by determining which resources they
have access to.

Student Success Tip for Terriers
"I would encourage all students to ask questions. Ask questions in class, when
you are talking to other students, when you attend events and participate in
activities. I struggled as an undergraduate to stay engaged when my courses
seemed boring or I didn't feel like I could relate to my classmates or when I
didn't see the point of an activity or guest speaker. Now I realize those were the
moments when I should have increased my engagement and asked questions
to ensure I got the most out of my college experience. By asking questions, we
open ourselves up to the unexpected and increase our opportunities to learn
and grow. When we leave college, the ability to ask clear and relevant questions
helps us navigate the working world and build skills so we can more quickly
advance. It makes a world of difference."

Christine works alongside the Academic Deans,
Academic Departments and the academic advisors to
promote the best outcome for the students of St.
Francis College. Christine leads the academic advising
office. She prides herself in being director of the CSS
and working alongside numerous types of SFC Terriers.
Whether student, faculty or staff, Christine Davis is
someone you can count on! She has a unique role on
campus since she doesn’t advise any students directly.
But, she has a crucial role in making sure everything in
the College is available to students. She brainstorms
ways resources can be created to benefit students. She
believes student success should be based on your
individual definition of success, one where everyone
works with you to help you achieve your own level of
success.

This picture is from when Christine went to
Greece

Student Success Tip for Terriers
"A piece of advice that I would give to students is to use your college experience as a
way to keep trying new things, even if those things are a little scary or different from
what you thought you’d want to do when you first started college! Find time to join a
club, try a new class that sounds cool, have an internship experience, and talk to as
many people as you can about your interests – you never know where those
conversations will take you. It’s also important to be honest with yourself when you
don’t like something or it isn’t working out, as that information is just as valuable as
knowing the things you do enjoy! For example, I thought I wanted to be a social
worker ever since I was in high school and I specifically chose my majors of
psychology and sociology with a plan of eventually making that my career. However,
after trying an internship in a community organization during my sophomore year
and talking to the social workers there, I realized it wasn’t the right fit for me. Instead,
I started volunteering with the Admissions Office at my school, which is when I
realized I love working with college students. If I hadn’t tried those things or been
willing to admit to myself that the career I thought I wanted actually didn’t make me
very happy, I never would have found my true passion of working in the field of
higher education! St. Francis has so many opportunities for your to take advantage of
along your college journey, and remember that your academic advisor is always here
to help!"

This Series Featured Advisors at the Center for Student Success

Steven is one of 3 divisional coordinators, also tasked with coordinating
interdepartmental relationships and communication. He advises Accounting,
Management, and Information Technology majors. He also works alongside
other departments under his divisional umbrella, including Biology, Chemistry,
Health Promotion and Science, Health Care Management, Radiologic Sciences
and more. His role connects to student success because as an advisor not
only is he here to help you academically but also personally. He has been a
college student and understands where we are coming from. He can not only
provide professional and academic resources to students but also
professional and personal advice. He defines student success as when you
reach, or make progress towards, your academic, professional, and personal
goals.

Here is a picture of Steven cruising around
New Zealand Sound.

Gabby advises students who are majoring in Health
Promotions and Sciences, Health Care Management, Criminal
Justice and Math. She provides direct support to each
individual student who comes to her for advisement. She
assists students in the development of academic plans,
appropriate for their educational and career goals. She has a
close relationship with assigned major departments to ensure
students are receiving the best education possible at SFC.
Students are always welcome to connect with Gabby due to
her open- door policy. She believes student success is the
academic and personal growth that you will make during your
time here. She believes that if you come out with both
personal and academic growth, you will be successful!
Here is a picture of Gabby on her trip to
Costa Rica.

Creating a Better and Stronger SFC
Community!
About Me: Hi everyone my name is Michael Conlon and I am a junior here at SFC. I
am studying economics and political science. I am very involved on campus whether
it be as a Peer Leader with the Center for Student Success, a Student Assistant in the
Admissions office, the Emcee for the Basketball Games with Athletics or as the
Speaker of the Senate with the Student Government. I am committed to have all
students feel as engaged and connected to SFC as I am, and I hope I can help you in
any way!
About Project: I have created this survey in order to gain feedback about the student
experience at the college. My hope is to utilize this data to form a report and bring it
to the administration to implement new ideas to further engage students!

Click here to access the survey : https://bit.ly/2X4H6Ny
or use the QR code

Positive Vibes
While we are facing times of high stress and struggle with the conrona virus.
The sense of connection can be lost with those around you.
It is easy to feel lost, discouraged, scared or even alone.
I live for positive energy and inspiration.
Here is a reminder:
You are a GIFT.
You are LOVED.
You MATTER.
You are WORTH IT.
Together with strength and love we will all get through this!
- Jennifer Riddo
Follow us on instagram @sfcadvisement. Look for #HumansofCSS
Center for Student Success.
Room 3000.
Contact: css@sfc.edu

