Friday 18 December 2020

Newsletter
Message from Mr O’Regan
As we approach the end of the calendar year, tradition would have it that Principals write a
letter thanking parents and carers for their support in general, and also for any generous gifts
given to staff to celebrate Christmas.
This year, we owe you our thanks considerably more than ever, so please let me offer it now.
We always recognise that, in sending your children to West St Leonards Primary Academy,
you are putting great trust in us, both to care for and to educate them. This year, this
couldn’t be more true. So thank you for continuing to trust in us through this tumultuous time,
particularly when there must have been times of real worry for you, as there have been for
all of us.
Thank you for your patience at the start of this whole business, when back in March we all
found out that schools would be closing just days later. We had a challenge on our hands
working out what school closure would look like, but we were also very aware that every
delay in us sharing information with you was adding to the challenges you faced in
changing work plans and arranging childcare.
Thank you to those of you who continued to serve in frontline roles, while entrusting your
children to our care. You must have worried that you were putting them at risk to allow you
to go to work; know that we were grateful both for your faith and your contribution to
tackling the pandemic in its most worrying phase.
Thank you, too, to those of you who, with little warning, made arrangements to keep your
children at home. Very few school teachers would opt to home-educate their own children:
we know what a challenge that is. Thank you for your tolerance while we sorted out remote
learning, tried to balance the needs of everyone, whether enthusiastic for more work or
struggling to access any.
Thank you for listening to our messages, reading our emails, and watching our videos on our
YouTube channel, while all around us was contradictory information in the press and on

and on social media.
Often, we found out about big announcements at the same time as you, watching the Prime
Minister and his experts on the evening broadcasts. Too often we then had to wait on detail to
help us – and you – to understand what it meant in practice.
'I'm sorry you were disappointed'
To those who were confused by too much communication (the 26 page handbook!), or
disappointed with the decisions we took, we apologise. On this occasion, the urgency with
which we had to make decisions meant that sometimes we had to go back and make further
refinements to our systems. Hopefully, each change improved things for you and your children,
but it was another adaptation to have to make, all the same.

Thank you for all your support in returning the children to school in September. Every Principal in
the land worried in late August as we prepared classrooms, corridors, playgrounds and dining
halls for the return of the pupils, but we also relied on your support to make it all work.
And, lastly, thank you for working with us through these unpredictable months, without
traditional events like welcome meetings, parents’ evenings or even the school nativity.
In some ways, it’s felt harder than ever to be together as a school community but, in other ways,
this period of change has highlighted the importance of working together as we do.
Hopefully, you’ll agree that, throughout 2020, we’ve worked with you to provide your children
with the safest, most enjoyable and most effective education possible. And we look forward to
doing the same in 2021.
On behalf of the team at West St Leonards Primary Academy and the University of Brighton
Academies Trust, I wish you a very Merry Christmas.
(Thank you to Michael Tidd, headteacher at East Preston Junior School
in West Sussex, who wrote this letter that I adapted.).

Well done Reception!
Well done to Reception for showing your POW value of resilience. Your
year group has had the greatest amount of attendees over the last few
weeks. A particular ‘well done’ to Puffins class who has had the greatest attendance.

Remember…
Bug Club, Times Table Rockstars and Numbots is still available for all children to access from
home. We do have other learning available that you will be able to read about on the next
page.

Distance Learning
Whilst the past two weeks have brought a shift to the teaching and learning of some classes, we
have been proud to see the amount of distance learning returned to us through accessing our
home learning page. Thank you also to the parents and carers who were swift in notifying us
that their child did not have access to a device as we have now distributed all of our laptops to
support learning from home.
So you are aware, the access to distance learning will remain the same over the coming terms,
meaning that if your child needs to self isolate then they can find learning for those days on our
distance learning page. This is the exact same page used last academic year during lockdown
however the current learning can now be found under the ‘Current Academic Year 2020-2021’
folder. There is no need to request materials from the school therefore as it will be accessible
here from the first day that children require it.
New learning will be added each week to support you in the event that children need to self
isolate; this is not a replacement in any way of the learning that is delivered in school and
children should attend every day where self isolation is not required.
Please note that if your child’s class, year group or bubble does close, learning on the home
learning page will be provided daily and not weekly. If this change is required, a
communication will be sent to you outlining how to support your child in completing this daily
learning and how to return it to school.

Handwriting Heroes
Our Year 1 heroes of handwriting have continued their mission to strive for a 5 in their
handwriting and we are seeing better writing each week! Well done to Lachlan this week for
being the superhero with his formation of ‘anticlockwise round’ letters.
This week, it is time for children to practice ‘zig zag’ letters. Once again, the necessary sheets will
be found in the book bags and the supporting videos can be found here.
From next term, the cycle will start again and children will move on to practice ‘down and off’
letters once again to ensure they get a chance to get better each time.
We look forwards to seeing who our first Handwriting Hero of next year will be!

Reporting positive COVID-19 results
The Department for Education has recognised the challenges
schools across the UK have faced and the additional work
caused by the role we have played in contact tracing. We would
also like to take this opportunity to thank our families for their
support and the part they have played in keeping us informed to
ensure that we are able to follow the track and trace guidelines
so effectively. This, to date, has contributed massively to the
national effort to limit the spread of the virus.
Last week , it was announced that Public Health England has
agreed to a 6-day window after the final day of teaching in
which the academy will remain contactable so we can continue
to assist with contact tracing where necessary. This will allow
enough time for positive coronavirus (COVID-19) cases to be
identified and confirmed by a test and for relevant contacts
within our academy to be traced. Beyond 6 days after the final
day of teaching, we are not asked to play a role in any contact
tracing.
In light of the above arrangements, the Trust has decided to
follow government advice and will be closing our gates on
Thursday 17th December and will hold an additional INSET day on
Friday 18th December to provide a more significant gap between
the end of teaching and the beginning of family gatherings over
the festive period.

Important Information Below:
Where a pupil tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having
developed symptoms more than 48 hours since being in school,
the school should not be contacted.
Parents and carers should follow contact tracing instructions
provided by NHS Test and Trace - https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/
coronavirus-covid-19/testingand-tracing/

For the first 6 days after teaching ends (i.e until Wednesday
23rd December), if a pupil tests positive for coronavirus
(COVID-19), having developed symptoms within 48 hours
of being in school, parents should contact the office by
email office@wslprimaryacademy.org.uk with details
including a contact number.
School staff will not be on-call or conduct any contact tracing
more than 6 days after the final day of teaching (23rd December)
as then you would then need to contact NHS Test and Trace
upon identifying a positive case in your household. However, we
would appreciate it if you could still email the school office
account to make us aware of the positive case. Please note that
you would not receive any communication from the school at this
time however.
Where pupils are required to self-isolate due to contact with a
positive case after the first 6 days following the end of term,
schools do not need to be informed about their absence until the
first day of the new term, which will be Tuesday 5th January.

Mrs Nesbit’s Amazing Distance Learners!

Gold Awards
We continue to award children each week for showing their POW values and showing
Excellent Learning and Friendship. Here are the gold awards for this week.

Puffins - Naya

Ducklings - Amelie

Well done on being very creative this week. You
have worked hard drawing and making some
colourful work.

Amelie has been a superstar this week. She has
worked really hard on her sentence writing. Well done
Amelie!

Blackbirds - Maddison
Maddison has worked hard all year and is
making fantastic progress. She is kind,
thoughtful to others and a great performer. Well
done, and thank you Maddison!

Robins - Logan
Logan has been working exceptionally hard, working on handwriting
formations, participation in class, and showing an array of POW
values. Miss Martin has also noticed how great his reading has been
coming along and his confidence in learning. Keep up the great work
Logan!

Warblers - Aleksandra

Kingfishers - Teddy

Aleksandra has made fantastic progress in phonics and
this has really improved her reading fluency. Keep going
Alexandra – we are all very proud of you and the
dedication you are showing.

Teddy – well done on creating an amazing igloo
at home and for the video you made of the
‘tornedo in a bottle!’ Great examples of home
learning in Year 2.

Avocets - Fraser
Nightingales - Lola

Sandmartins - Nancy

Since the start of Year 3 having to isolate, Lola has been completing all of
her home learning to a high standard. Most recently, she has shown her
creativity by writing some lyrics for her own Christmas song. Well done,
Lola!

Nancy has been a real role model with her distance
learning. She is fully committed to her learning and every
piece of work is a five. Fantastic effort.

Oystercatchers - Elly
Elly for fantastic focus and excellent effort;
striving to improve her writing and challenge
herself.

Fraser for continuing to show his POW values by helping
others who are in need of help with their home
learning. Fraser has shown amazing dedication to
completing his work to the highest standard this week.
You should be very proud of yourself!

Herons - Jake

Cranes - Alice

Jake for his perseverance in sewing his Christmas
decoration and for being ready to learn all
week. Great work Jake, keep it up!

Alice for her perseverance in sewing her
Christmas decoration, and her co-operation in
offering help to others who were struggling.
Well done Alice!

Razorbills - Adrian

Swifts - Willow

Adrian for improving his presentation and
working hard to achieve his pen licence.

Willow for being reflective about her strengths
and areas of improvement. She has also had a
fabulous first term at WSLPA!

Doves - Jack I Ashton I Maddison
Jack, Ashton and, for the second week running, Maddison – for
the wonderful home learning they have produced this week!
Their dedication and commitment to their leaning has been
nothing short of brilliant! Well done all three of you, and Merry
Christmas!

