Friday 20 November 2020

Principal’s Message
Thank you once again for wearing masks and social distancing on site– your cooperation is
greatly appreciated. To continue to reduce risk, please do not send Christmas cards in with
your child this year– instead please consider making a donation to Lenny’s ‘Just Giving’ page.
Our POW value this week was self control “It is our choices Harry that show what we truly are, far
more than our abilities”. Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets
This week we started our two way system with the vehicle gate. It has been very successful and
we thank all parents and carers for stopping at the sign when leaving the school site. This is for
your safety and to allow permitted cars to enter the site with sufficient space to manoeuvre.
We would like to remind everyone that the entrance gate will now have cars leaving the site so
please be careful when crossing at this gate.

Message for Year 4 Parents and Carers
As of next week, children will sanitise their hands and then line up outside at the start of the day,
before entering the school together as a class. This is to ensure a calm and successful start to a
day of excellent learning. Thank you with your cooperation and support with this.

Your School Photograph is Ready!
Vancols Photographers are pleased to confirm that the school photographs are ready to view
using the QR code on your proof card.
If you have already scanned the QR code on the proof and registered, you will receive an auto
email notification.
If you have not done it yet, don’t panic as you can still view by scanning the QR code on your
proof and following the instructions.
If by chance you have not received your proof or it has been lost you can call Vancols Parent
Line on 01206 273 711. You will need an admission number from the school.

Library Books
Please return any library books that were borrowed before lockdown. Many thanks.

Writing Superheroes
You may have see in previous newsletters how Year 1 have been visited by superheroes to
talk to them about their reading. This week however, we saw that Blackbirds class had writing
superheroes all this time!
Well done to Oliver and Isla for showing such an improvement since the start of the year,
starting their sentences with adverbs such as ‘luckily’ and ‘unfortunately’. We even saw some
similes in their work!

Uniform Reminder
Please ensure that pupils are wearing black school shoes or all black trainers; trainers with
coloured stripes or soles are not in line with the school uniform. Drastic hairstyles, coloured
hair or big bows are also not permitted. Thank you for your cooperation.

Reading Comprehension Tips for Parents and Carers
Can your child find evidence directly from the story to answer your questions?
The answer is right there in the text.


What did……… do?



Who did……… do it to?



How many……… were/are there?



Who are………?



Can you tell me what this word/bit means?



What kind of ……… is that?

Can your child think and search for the answer?
The answers are found in different parts of the story and they might have to apply prior
knowledge or personal experience to an answer.


How do you make/do……?



What happened when……… did………?



What happened to………?



What do you think might happen next OR what happened before?



How many times…?



What examples can you find?



Where did this happen?



Where was…… when this was happening?

Can your child answer questions without referring to the story?
The answer is not in the story, it is your child’s opinion and thoughts.


Have you ever…?



If you could…?



If you were going to…?



In your opinion…?



Do you agree with………? Why?



Do you know anyone who………?



How do you feel about……?

Fun Learning in Year 2
Kingfishers and Warblers have showed their co-operation POW value by creating explorers'
biscuits as the children are learning about being intrepid Arctic explorers this term.

Y5 Tudor Workshop
Year 5 were taken on a journey through time today where they met various characters from the Tudor
period such as Henry VIII, Queen Elizabeth I, and Sir Francis Drake. They walked through the life of Henry
VII and how the Tudor dynasty began, before watching the journey of the notorious Henry VIII and his six
wives and considered what it might have been like to be a recruit on a ship during the Elizabethan age of
exploration! This involved lots of fun and laughter, as well as some important takeaways about Tudor life.

Gold Awards
We continue to award children each week for showing their POW values and showing
Excellent Learning and Friendship. Here are the gold awards for this week.

Puffins - Oakley
Oakley for persevering with his handwriting.
Well done.

Blackbirds - Matthew
Matthew for working very hard to improve his
writing with clear finger spaces and also
fantastic maths using a number line! Well done
Matthew.

Ducklings - Alice
Alice has done excellent work in phonics and reading
this week. She has shown real perseverance. Well
Done Alice!

Robins - Eddie
Eddie for having a positive attitude towards
learning and making better choices. He has been
working harder in his work and showing an
active participation in class discussion.

Warblers - Joey

Kingfishers - Elsie

Joey for showing kindness on the playground to
an upset friend. Well done Joey – being a kind
person is so important.

Elsie for having such a great attitude to
her learning, especially with her reading.
Showing her POW values and always giving
100% .

Nightingales - Evie-May

Sandmartins - Lucas

Avocets - Mimi

Evie-May for her excellent attitude towards learning. This
week, Evie-May showed her independence and creativity
in her Talk for Writing work. Well done!

Lucas for showing great use of his POW values
and a real independence in his maths learning.

Mimi for her increased participation and
enthusiasm in the classroom, and for showing
her kindness when someone is in need of help.
Well done Mimi, keep it up!

Oystercatchers - Gabriella

Herons - Yasra

Cranes - Isla

Yasra for showing patience with her work
and for being so thoughtful to everyone. Well
done Yasra, keep it up!

Isla for showing her kindness at all times and
persevering in both her work and her
presentation. Well done Isla, keep up the great
work!

Gabriella for her participation to learning this week.
Gabriella has joined in to solve tricky mathematical
problems and has been exceptionally enthusiastic in our
Dragon’s topic. Well done you!

Razorbills - Jake

Swifts - Scarlett

Jake for showing positive behaviours at lunch
time and listening to adults well when preparing
for Forest Schools.

Scarlett for showing resilience with her SATs
homework, asking for support where she needs
it and implementing adult feedback. Well done!

Doves - Ashton
Ashton for the exceptional effort and determination he has shown
towards his learning these past few weeks. His handwriting has come
on leaps and bounds and he has shown a steady improvement in his
maths work too. His wheelchair skills continue to impress all who have
the pleasure of witnessing them in action. Well done, Ashton!

Message from Hastings Foodbank
1) COLLECTION ONLY - This Wednesday (18th November) we open up our new distribution
centre in the town centre in Cambridge Hall (address on the database when you raise a
voucher)
Please take particular care when you raise an e-voucher that it's issued to the correct
distribution centre.
(Provision will be made for anyone that turns up for collection at The Hastings Centre)
2) DELIVERIES - Any essential deliveries continue from the main Foodbank at The Hastings
Centre between 1pm and 3pm during the winter months.

Call our local helpline
Please call either 01424 451019 (Hastings Borough Council Helpline) or 01424 869352 (Hastings
Citizens Advice Helpline), referral agency partners of Hastings Foodbank, who will be able to
issue you with a food voucher if necessary.

East Sussex Fire & Rescue Service
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service are able to offer
virtual Home Safety Visits to families in East Sussex. This includes a
telephone risk assessment where they can talk to you about the
fire risk in your home.
If the risk is high and no one in your home is able to fit a smoke
alarm, they will take protective precautions and fit a smoke
alarm for you in your home.
If you would like to find out more about a Home Safety Visit, you
can either:
Call on 0800 177 7069 or complete and return a Home Safety
Visit Request Form, which should be sent to Homefire.Safetyvisits@esfrs.org
They also have lots of information and tips on keeping safe at home on their website,
including leaflets in different languages. Please click here for further information.

