Autumn 2020

HEADMASTER’S WELCOME
As we dash towards 2021, I have taken
the time to reflect on what has been an
extremely strange and challenging time
for schools. While in many ways this term
has been far from normal – we have
missed the trips, visits, events and sports
fixtures that usually entertain us – I have
been astounded by the many innovative
ways in which everyone across the Bede’s
community has continued being resourceful
and while continuing to take care of one
another during this difficult time.
Academically speaking, our pupils and my
colleagues have been working incredibly hard
to navigate through the turbulent times, to
harness new ways of working to put their
best foot forward and I am especially proud
of those pupils in Upper Sixth and Upper Fifth
who have faced the uncertainty around this
year’s exams with an admirable patience
and strength. We have seen our blended
learning programme, led by Mr Sealey, go
from strength to strength as we continue to
provide our high standard of education to
those required to be studying at home, while
continuing to focus on those on site. As I
write, our boarders are preparing to leave us
for the Christmas holidays, and I must give a
special mention to Mr Choithramani and the
two dozen boarders currently quarantining
for two weeks in Hong Kong to allow them
to spend time with their families over
Christmas. I have no doubt that this is no
easy task, but they are coping admirably and
I am especially in awe of how well they (and
a number of our other international boarders)
are engaging with their remote lessons, even
with the significant time difference.
Covid-safe guidelines have been at the
centre of all activities this term, and I thank
everyone for all of their efforts in keeping one
another safe. My particular thanks must go
to Ms Woollett, for leading on the operations,
her tireless efforts founded on genuine care
for the community has been remarkable.
Despite the restrictions, we have been able
to enjoy a number of re-envisioned events,
including our inspirational performing arts
showcase Cabaret Re-Imagined (you can still
view this on YouTube, and I wholeheartedly
encourage you to do so), and our boarders’

Colour Run and Outdoor Cinema which we
were lucky to do at the start of term. It has
been wonderful to see our campus decorated
with works of art courtesy of our fantastic
‘Lockdown’ exhibition curated by Upper Sixth
pupil Freya Palmer. We also welcomed a
variety of speakers for virtual talks, including
a truly inspirational Pyemont Lecture
delivered by endurance swimmer and UN
Patron of the Oceans, Lewis Pugh.
House Competitions have also been in full
swing, with pupils across all houses and
year groups giving it their all in quizzes,
sports, pumpkin carving and Christmas
cake decorating – and it’s wonderful to see
that the challenges of this year have not
dampened our pupils’ competitive spirit!
Indeed, it has been fantastic to see such
excitement and energy across all of the
houses this term, with a variety of charity
fundraisers and in-house events keeping
pupils entertained and sharing in a common
goal.

An emphasis on charitable giving and
service has always been fundamental to our
Bede’s ethos, and this term is no exception.
Alongside house charity events, pupils and
colleagues have generously given to the
Hailsham Foodbank led by our Chaplain,
Jarrod Taylor; these donations will make a big
difference to people in need within our local
community.
Indeed, community remains very much at the
heart of Bede’s life. I am heartened to see our
pupils embrace the challenges of this term
with such resilience, humility and kindness,
and know that we will all move forward into
2021 with much enthusiasm, optimism and
strength.
I wish you, and your families a very Merry
Christmas and with all best wishes for the
New Year. Take care of one another, and I look
forward to seeing you in the new term.
Peter Goodyer
Headmaster

In sport, although we have seen our external
fixtures postponed, our pupils have kept the
momentum going with some fantastic efforts
in training and intra-school matches. Studies
have shown time and again how important
taking part in exercise is for our physical and
mental health, and now more than ever I am
grateful to see this focus on staying well and
active at the forefront of school life.
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INTRODUCING OUR HEADS OF SCHOOL

We are delighted to introduce our new Heads of School for the academic year. Lili Longden and Rodrigo Merlo
take on the roles of Heads of School, while Ella Gordon and Luke Gare are our new Deputy Heads of School.
They - alongside their wonderful Prefect team - are doing a fantastic job (especially during this challenging year).
What are your fondest memories of
Bede’s so far?
Lili: Singing alongside my sister at Cabaret
was a very cathartic and heartfelt moment
for my whole family.
Rodrigo: I was on holiday and I met some
boys who hated their schools and didn’t want
to go back. When I came back and saw my
school, my boarding house, my classmates
and teachers I thought how very lucky I was.
Ella: The annual Christmas outing is always
something that I look forward to and enjoy.

Rodrigo: I would like to sneak in and get
involved in the details that changed history:
for example, on 8th October 1908, I would
take the place of the director of the Academy
of Fine Arts in Vienna and, instead of
rejecting Hitler, promote the nineteen-yearold aspiring painter.

Rodrigo: My grandfathers, who I never met.

Ella: I would love to travel to Britain
in the 1920’s. It was a period of social
liberalisation where the attitude towards
women changed and there was a complete
shift in the structure of society.

You have one book, one film and one
album to take with you to a desert
island...

Luke: All the friends I’ve made and the
amazing trips I went on to Salamanca for
Spanish and New York for Media.

Luke: It would have to be a must to go back
to the 80’s. I love the culture surrounding
that era, especially the music. Plus I’d be
able to place a few successful sports bets or
investments for the future...

If you could travel to any period of
history, where would you go?

Who is on your dream dinner party
guest list?

Lili: I would travel to Ancient Greece, because
it would be deeply fascinating to see firsthand the foundations of human civilisation
being created.

Lili: Cleopatra. To sit down with such an
iconic powerful female would be very eyeopening.
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Ella: David Attenborough, Freddie Mercury
and Ruth Bader Ginsburg.
Luke: Warren Buffett, Roger Federer and
Gordon Ramsay.

Lili: The ‘Mama Mia’ soundtrack, ‘Brideshead
Revisited’ by Evelyn Waugh and ‘The Grinch
Who Stole Christmas’.
Rodrigo: A documentary on how to survive on
a desert island. Agatha Christie’s complete
works. And one song: ‘Don’t Worry, Be Happy’
by Bobby McFerrin.
Ella: ‘Lungs’ by Florence and the Machine,
‘Come Dine with Me’ and ‘Harry Potter’.
Luke: A survival guide for a desert island,
‘Stairway to Heaven’ by Led Zeppelin and
‘Gladiator’.
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EVENTS

While much of our usual Autumn calendar has been restricted by government guidelines, we have been lucky
enough to enjoy a range of Covid-Safe events within the school community.

COLOUR RUN AND OUTDOOR CINEMA

REMEMBRANCE

Our annual Colour Run at the very start
of term saw boarders from the Prep and
Senior Schools take part in a fun-filled
afternoon of fresh air and exercise within
their House ‘bubbles’.

We marked Remembrance Day with a special
virtual event this year, led by our School
Chaplain Jarrod Taylor.

Boarders at the Senior School also enjoyed
some outdoor cinema screenings on Friday
and Saturday evening (again, in House
‘bubbles’), with Bohemian Rhapsody and
Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle proving to be
firm favourites.

39 countries around the world, and it’s
imperative that all of our pupils feel safe
and welcome when they join and return to
school.
“Alongside adopting the BSA Covid-Safe
Charter earlier this year, we are keen
to ensure that our pupils get as many
opportunities as possible to build friendships
and enjoy school life as safely as possible.
My thanks go to all involved in helping to
organise these events, and to all in our
school community for following our CovidSafe guidelines so stringently.”

Following an introduction from Mr Taylor,
Heads of School Lili Longden and Rodrigo
Merlo read a poem by Robert Ernest Vernede,
a relative of one of our own pupils here at
Bede’s. We then remembered Old Bedians
who had lost their lives at war.
All watching joined the nation in observing
a two-minute silence at 11am in respect for
those who have lost their lives in conflict.

Ms Woollett, Deputy Head, commented,
“At Bede’s, we welcome boarders from

PYEMONT LECTURE: LEWIS PUGH
On Thursday 12 November, Bede’s pupils,
families, staff and other members of the
school community joined together for an
online discussion with endurance swimmer
and UN Patron of the Oceans, Lewis Pugh.

Lewis’ talk, chaired by Bede’s Senior
School Headmaster and CEO Peter Goodyer,
covered Lewis’s expansive career, his
passion for protecting the world’s oceans
and inspirational insights learned from
his incredible life journey to date. The talk

was followed by a Q&A, during which Lewis
answered a variety of pre-submitted and live
questions from the audience.
Lewis joined us via Zoom from his home
in Cape Town, South Africa, where he
took us around the world with a series
of photographs which he used to talk
through some of the key highlights of his
career. Lewis captured his online audience
with vivid stories of his mammoth swims
across the planet, from the North Pole
and Antarctica to Mount Everest and the
length of English Channel, all with the aim
of raising public and political awareness
of the need to protect our oceans and the
environment.
Lewis has been instrumental in protecting
over 2 million km-squared of vulnerable
ocean, an area larger than Western Europe.
His goal is to protect 30% of the world’s
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oceans by 2030.
Mr Goodyer commented, “It was an absolute
pleasure to welcome Lewis for the first
talk in our Bede’s Pyemont Lecture series
of this academic year. A huge thank you
must go to Lewis for what was an incredibly
inspirational, entertaining and motivating
talk, that took us to all parts of the world
and gave us a fantastic insight into his
journey. Our pupils and school community
feel very inspired to, not only achieve their
potential, but also to protect and care for one
another and the world around us.”
The next Bede’s Pyemont Lecture will
be in discussion with mountaineering
record breaker and author of ‘The Girl
Who Climbed Everest’, Bonita Norris,
on Thursday 28 January 2021. This will
again be held online.
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HOUSE COMPETITIONS
In the second round of House Competitions
last week the dreadful weather sadly made
some of our events impossible. In spite
of the weather, it was a hugely enjoyable
event. There was all to play for after our
first round, with some very enthusiastic
pupils and competitive House staff!

and Bloomsbury winning the Senior
Competition. In the Football, Deis were the
triumphant Junior team with Knights beating
Camberlot on penalties for the Senior title.

PUMPKIN CARVING
The highly-competitive and muchanticipated Pumpkin Carving Competition
followed on Thursday 15 October – and with
points so tight there was all to “carve” for!

The quizzes were moved online, with
Crossways winning the Senior Quiz and
Bloomsbury winning the Junior Quiz. In
the swimming pool it was the girls turn to
show us who was quickest in the water with
Bloomsbury coming out first. Charleston and
Camberlot won the Rowing and Stud won the
Technical Challenge.

CHRISTMAS CAKE
DECORATING
On the last day of term, pupils and staff got
into the festive spirit with another fantastic
Christmas Cake Decorating Competition. A
real highlight was the number of homemade
decorations, which showed real creativity
and made the finished pieces even more
special.

We saw some hugely imaginative designs,
with lots of skill and creativity displayed
across the board. The standard was
incredibly high and judging the winners was
a real challenge, but after much deliberation
the prizes were awarded as follows:

Huge thanks to our school caterers Holroyd
Howe, Mrs Lethbridge and Mrs Waymark in
the Food department for all their help and
the impartial judges.

Charleston were awarded 1st place with their
comical and skilled Minion design.

Charleston yet again took the top spot, this
time for their winter wonderland of a cake
featuring Olaf from the beloved Disney film,
‘Frozen’.

Stud also proved to be the best bakers, with
Charleston producing the best sculpture.
Crossways and Dorms won the Badminton
competitions and Charleston proved to be
the best mathematicians. Crossways won our
first ever Photographer Competition.
Crossways were awarded 2nd place with
their beautiful design dedicated to love.
Knights were awarded 3rd place with their
topical, tongue-in-cheek dedication to the
Coronavirus.
Dorter came 4th place with their inventive
“Speak no evil, hear no evil, see no evil”
design.
The Hockey was highly competitive, with
Charleston winning the Junior Competition

Very well done to everyone who took part!
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Knights’ handmade penguins and snowmen
won them 2nd place.
In third place was Bloomsbury, with their
comical upside-down santa cake.
Brilliant designs were presented from all
houses - very well done everyone, and Merry
Christmas!
Rachael Woollett
Deputy Head
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CHARITY AND COMMUNITY
PUPILS COLLECT FOR HAILSHAM FOODBANK

ABC FUND UPDATE

This term, pupils and staff from across the
year groups have donated items of nonperishable food and other household items
to give to the local Hailsham Foodbank.

Thanks to the funds raised by Mr Jones’
half marathon and Stud House fundraising
earlier this year, the ABC Fund has been
able to provide days out vouchers for 50
local families in need. Well done!

Pictured below are Bloomsbury girls with
their Christmas donations (in their mufti).

Before half term, the Bede’s community
donated one collection of food weighing
126kg, which was enough to supply 300
meals to families in crisis in and around
Hailsham.
Jarrod Taylor, Chaplain at Bede’s,
commented, “We are delighted to be able
help local families in need with our wholeschool collection for Hailsham Foodbank,
especially at this challenging time as people
continue to be affected by Covid-19 and we
head further into the autumn/winter months.

Spurred on by their successful first
collection, pupils and staff were asked to
contribute towards Hailsham Foodbank’s
Christmas collection by bringing in a
wrapped gift or festive food treats. As a
thank you, pupils were allowed to wear
mufti for their house Christmas party. The
collection was a great success, with a huge
amount of generosity shown from all houses.

“It has been fantastic to see such a positive
response to the campaign from our school
community, especially the pupils who have
shown genuine enthusiasm and empathy
when donating towards this vital cause. We
look forward to organising more collections
for Hailsham Foodbank throughout the
school year.”
Jarrod Taylor
Chaplain

TEAM BEDE’S RAISE FUNDS IN STAFF SWIMATHON
During the October half term, the Team
Bede’s staff eventually completed their
sponsored Swimathon 2020 in aid of
Cancer Research UK and Marie Curie.
The original event was due to take place in
Hailsham in late March, alongside many
other teams, and individual swimmers.
However, the event was unfortunately
postponed due to the lockdown. The team
- comprising of Jonathan Slinger, Sharon
Maguire, Jarrod Taylor and Liam Backler completed their combined 5km challenge,
plus and extra 500m, in a credible 2 hours
and 16 minutes, raising £345 for the two
charities.

Anyone interested in participating in the
2021 event can register on swimathon.org.

CONFIRMATION SERVICE
At Bede’s, the spiritual welfare of each
pupil is crucial. A part of this, is offering
students the opportunity to affirm their
faith through Confirmation.

On Monday 14 October, the Right Reverend
Doctor Martin Warner, the Bishop of
Chichester, led a service of Confirmation and
Eucharist, as six students confirmed their
faith as Christians. Faith, as the late Rabbi
Jonathon Sacks describes as, “The ability
to hear the music below all the noise.” is
an integral part to growing as humans as
we are confronted with all the challenges of
modern life.
I would just like to thank the candidates,
the Bishop, Father Jeremy Sykes and all
parents and Godparents, for all their support
which has made the confirmation a special
occasion.

Liam Backler
Head of First Year
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Jarrod Taylor
Chaplain
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CO-CURRICULAR
ECO BEDE’S ORCHARD

CULINARY DELIGHTS

We are very proud to announce that
Bede’s now has its very own wild orchard!
Admittedly, the trees are currently
only nine inches high, but from small
beginnings...

This term has seen a lot of culinary
delights cooked during afternoon activity
times and on Saturdays. Choices are
made, ingredients brought, then the
kitchen becomes busy with everyone
enthusiastically looking forward to
sampling the rewards of their hard work.

LIFE DRAWING CLASSES
Our new orchard comprises thirty birch,
rowan and cherry trees and we had
tremendous fun planting them at the end of
November. We hope that in future years, the
wild orchard will provide a haven for wildlife
and help to boost bio-diversity on campus.
We also hope to develop several more wild
areas across the school in the coming
months.
Rick Williams
Head of Media

During the crisp yet dry autumnal weather,
our artists enjoyed some Life Drawing
sessions outdoors. Some wonderful work
was created.

Carol Parris
Teacher of Art and Design

LUISI IS FEATURED IN BRITISH VOGUE
Luisi Evison, Upper Sixth, has appeared
in two of British Vogue Runway’s SS21
collection campaigns: ultra-contemporary
Milan brand MSGM, and feminine, urbaninspired brand Self-Portrait.

Some groups of First Years have been
learning how to prepare and cook savoury
and sweet dishes. Sixth Formers have
enjoyed learning how to cook meals that they
can share with friends in the future.

Luisi, who began modelling this summer
after being spotted on Instagram during
lockdown, is thrilled to appear in such highprofile campaigns so early on in her career.

Christmas recipes to try at home are
available in Google Classroom.
Colette Lethbridge
Teacher of Cookery

She says, “I found out that I was going to be
in Vogue while I was at school on my lunch
break, and I was literally jumping for joy. I
am so excited and happy to be featured; it
really is unbelievable!”
Alex Murphy, Director of Dance at Bede’s,
says, “Luisi has always shown immense
dedication to her studies, and this fantastic
opportunity is very well deserved.”
Alex Murphy
Director of Dance
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CABARET RE-IMAGINED

“This year’s Cabaret has gone against all odds and has given me and many others the opportunity of performing even in
the unprecedented times of COVID-19. The innovative approach of having an online filmed version is just as rewarding,
enthralling and challenging, if not more so, than previous years. This Cabaret wouldn’t have been possible without such a
wonderful, hardworking and kind team.” - William Hopkins (Upper Sixth), Performer
For our Performing Arts department,
Cabaret was the main focus of the term,
and we saw the combined forces of the
faculty work together to create magic!
We plunged into the start of term with a
Cabaret plan A in mind and crossed our
fingers that the world would get back to
normal in time for December and our exciting
Cabaret show; however this was not to be.
Determined to give our students an enriching,
creative experience throughout the term, we
ploughed on with our rehearsals and had
meetings on top of meetings to design a
Cabaret that would be Covid safe both on
and off the stage. Our final result - plan D, I
think, was the only solution - record and film
the music, song and dance separately and
splice it all together at the end! Although
we were missing four full weeks of rehearsal
- we had to get recording - to save much
needed time to edit! An in-house recorded
version was not the easiest feat to pull off,
but we are so glad that we didn’t give up
and I am personally very grateful for the

enormous efforts of everyone involved.
Every Tuesday Mr Scamardella conducted a
socially distanced, pared down, fully mic’d
up Orchestra to play to an empty room, with
Mr Steve Hopkins and Mr Chris Prescott on
the recording decks. I have to say this prefab
recording studio was an exciting place to be.
Even with a steaming mask on I could sense
the energy of an ensemble of players coming
together, albeit socially distanced and often
behind a plastic screen…
The week of Legat in the MPH was a stunning
affair and the dance pieces were wide
ranging in style but all ambitious; from the
dazzling ‘Spread the Love’ to the cheeky
Nicer in Nice; we were all wowed! The sheer
organisation to conform to Covid regulations
was a thing to behold too, with carefully
planned dressing rooms, a vast, beautifully
lit performance space, a special sign in and
sanitise desk... all the results of my fantastic
faculty’s resilience and creativity with the
full support and encouragement of our SMT.
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Enormous thanks must go to Mrs Lisa MartinSmith and Mr Matt Kuchta of the Marketing
department for their support, organisation
and Spielberg skills!
However, above all else, I am so proud of our
students who played, sang and danced their
way through the term and through all of the
madness. I am delighted that there was a
sense of completion with all of the pieces
being performed, perhaps not ‘live’, but,
to camera. And a positive spin was the
new skills they all picked up... playing the
piece for a third or fourth time to get it
right... dancing the ‘Hand Jive’ for the sixth,
seventh... and on and on, until we felt it
was just right. All of this required patience,
discipline, a can do attitude, and, above all
else, a sense that they were doing this for
something beyond the individual - but for the
team.
Karen Lewis
Director of Performing Arts
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ACADEMIC
In that period between Christmas and New
Year, after the EastEnders Christmas Day
episode and the Queen’s Message, one
of the highlights for many TV viewers are
those ‘End of Year Review’ shows. Whether
it’s ‘The Big Quiz of the Year’ hosted by
Jimmy Carr, Charlie Brooker’s Screenwipe
or a clip show featuring stars of GoggleBox
– there’s always plenty on offer to make up
for the lack of pantomimes this Christmas
(oh no there won’t, oh yes there will!)
Which left me thinking, if Bede’s had its
own ‘End of Year Review’ show (a tempting
idea) what would be in our version of Charlie
Brooker’s Bede’swipe?
Back in January and February, life was as
normal – students were busy under the
watchful eye of Mrs Devereux and her team,
sitting their mock exams and preparing for
their summer exams. There was the usual
buzz of activity around the school. On any
given day, there would have been a den of
activity – perhaps Dr Durkin was taking the
Lower Fifth off to a STEM Live! Day at The
Old Market in Brighton, or Miss Worrall was
setting in motion the Rudnick Essay Prize
where Sam French and Georgina Cloke would
finally triumph.
All of this changed as spring half-term
arrived and it became apparent that we
would need to prepare for remote learning.
Behind the scenes, we were preparing for
what may happen. There were early morning
strategy meetings, trial runs with various
classes, late-night staff training, posters
and websites produced and a whole lot more.
When all was ready to be launched, students
were trained on the new systems to ensure
that the shift to remote learning was as
smooth as possible.
Monday 23 March is the day that schools fell
quiet, with all learning to take place online.
With a week to go until the end of term, it all
felt quite new and exciting. Seeing your tutor
group every morning via Google Meet was
an opportunity to catch up with friends, and
online lessons meant every pupil could join
in, no matter where they were in the world.

Just prior to Easter, Gavin Williamson had
announced that the exams were being
cancelled and that schools would have to
create Centre Assessed Grades. The rubric
being provided is that these should be ‘the
grade that the pupil would have achieved
should the exams had gone ahead’. Such
a simple sentence, with so much meaning
behind it.
Into Summer Term, classes picked up where
they had left off – with teachers developing
new skills over the Easter holiday to ensure
that remote lessons were engaging and
innovative. The Activities Programme went
digital, with the very first Online Activities
Programme featuring masterful work such as
Mrs Parris with her Cats, Stand-Up Comedy
with Mr Jones and a virtual choir with Mr
Scarmadella amongst the highlights.
In August, the results started coming in.
Examining boards hadn’t published how
they had created their grades – and did so
on the day that results were released. With
the Government’s position changing on
almost a daily basis, the school was a hive
of activity as our Sixth Form team, led by Mr
Henham, Mr Gibbs, Mr Cheshire and Miss
Sutton worked to support pupils and parents,
helping them get to University or onto their
chosen courses at Sixth Form.
Autumn Term came and finally we were back
at school – although with some very secure
social distancing regulations. Now, before
entering class, not only did shirts need
tucked in and ties done up straight, but also
hand-sanitiser needed applied and desks
wiped down. It was a new world but pupils
were brilliant at getting used to it all. Both
teachers and students have adapted to ‘the
new normal’ – and have made remarkable
strides in this increasing technological
world. However, at the heart of this is the
high quality of teaching and the passion and
hard work put in by teachers to ensure that
students are engaged and set ambitious
targets.
A tour of the school a week ago showed plenty
of innovative extra-curricular events.

Bede’s Senior School
Upper Dicker, Hailsham
East Sussex BN27 3QH

In the Religion and Philosophy Department
Mr Costi was leading a late night theological
debate simultaneously in-person and online
with 20 students enjoying a heated debate.
The English Masterclass may have been
held in an empty classroom, but had over
30 students joining online with Will Gwynne,
Violet Witt and Max Jones.
The Business department had plastered
posters everywhere advertising their new
Business Logo Competition. Pupils were
filming ready to enter their creations (under
the theme ‘surprise’) into the Inter-House
Video Competition – and hoping to pick up a
coveted Oscar at January’s award ceremony.
Across the desks of the STEM office were
certificates ready to be handed out the
following week. In the Sixth Form Centre,
the Head of Chemistry was engaged in extra
tuition to all of her students. Lecturers from
French Financial Institutions visited the
Languages Department via Zoom.
The times had changed, but the passion
and creativity of Bede’s teachers and pupils
hadn’t – we were not only making the best of
the situation, but thriving as a result.
As I write this update it’s getting close to
the Christmas holidays. The Government (of
this country at least) has announced that
exams will be going ahead next year and
we’re preparing pupils to as well as possible.
There’s a vaccine starting to make its way
into circulation. Given the events of the past
12 months, it’s hard to predict what will
happen next year, however, the one thing I
can be sure about is that pupils at Bede’s
will be prepared for whatever the future may
bring.
Nick Abrams
Assistant Head (Teaching and Learning)
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PERFORMING ARTS
In the Performing Arts Faculty, and across
the School, it has been a term like no
other, but I am proud to say that we have
pulled together and managed to produce
some inspirational work in the classroom,
rehearsal studio, on the stage and in the
woods!
Across Music, Dance and Drama I have
observed wonderful creativity, skill
acquisition and fantastic progression from
many students in all year groups. What is
most lovely when dipping into classrooms
and studios alike is spotting the same
faces appearing, whether working hard at
the barre, practising a composition at the
keyboard or leaping about with script in hand
- we do have some very busy students across
the faculty!

thanks to Ms Eleanor Conlon for her fantastic
organisation, administration and excellent
coaching of all of our students! The latter
half of term has seen an R.A.D Ballet exam
take place for dancers in Legat and we are
very grateful to Mrs Emma Manes for her
dedication, teaching and management of
this course. We are delighted that these
exams were able to go ahead and all of the
students’ hard work has come to fruition - we
await the results!

The global pandemic has meant that theatres
have been unable to provide this rich diet
of live performance. With this in mind we
have been encouraging our dramatists
to take advantage of our subscription to
Drama Online where they are able to access
the digital recordings from The National
Theatre’s collection.

Karen Lewis
Director of Performing Arts

In Drama, we finally managed to produce

ACADEMIC DRAMA
It’s no secret that accessing live
performance is vital to inspiring, exciting
and developing our young performers
and designers. Live performance not only
entertains and enthrals us, it fires up our
imaginations, it excites us with new ways
of thinking, and challenges us to reflect on
how we behave and interact with the world.

The INFESTATION piece was a new concept,
a technical and special effects explosion
intended to delight and scare in equal
measure, and dreamt up by our new
Performing Arts Technician, Mr Ben Phelps,
and his enthusiastic student technical crew.
Mr Phelps has written a lovely piece about
this and the photos tell us the scary story.
And, of course, we have hosted Cabaret
Re-Imagined this term. You can read the full
story in this issue.

In Music, we continue as busy as ever
preparing students for upcoming music
exams and we were able to enjoy the varied
Junior Recital Concert which Mr Scamardella
highlights in his Music Newsletter. Thanks
to both Mr Scamardella and Mr Aburn for
bringing a bit of light into the otherwise
darkening evenings!
In the first half of term, we ran a successful
LAMDA examination series, an enormous

the long awaited GCSE and A Level assessed
performances that were postponed due
to Lockdown and we were stunned by the
ingenuity that had gone into this work, and
relieved to have the recordings in the bag!
Well done all.

LAMDA RESULTS
We’ve launched a competition with our Lower
Fifth, challenging them to watch as many
productions as they can between now and
May half term and to submit a short 150word review of the performances.

We are delighted to have achieved another
excellent set of grades in our Autumn
LAMDA Examinations. Students across all
year groups were entered for Level 2 and
Level 3 qualifications from Grades 5 to 8.
Special congratulations go to Poppy Negus
(Year 10) with the highest Distinction in
the cohort, and to Max Jones (Year 13) who
completed his final Grade 8 Gold Medal
examination.
A few places have opened up for LAMDA
students from the Spring Term; if your child
is interested in pursuing one of our courses,
please contact Ms Conlon.

Sachin Choithramani
Head of Academic Drama
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ISOLATION ROOM

MUSIC

The Drama Masterclass group have been
busy in the studio since October, creating
a collection of characters who are
experiencing lockdown. The culmination
of our improvisations was eight short
pieces, each lasting eight minutes. These
were showcased every day from Monday
7 December at lunchtimes and during
activities, where our dramatists performed
the same scene on a ‘lockdown loop’.

It has been wonderful to be back in
school, leading learning and teaching
across the year groups and seeing
familiar (and not so familiar!) faces return
to in-person teaching. September and
October saw a fantastically busy month
for the Music department: students hit the
ground running with Cabaret auditions,
rehearsals and repertoire planning in Covid
circumstances.

INFESTATION
On Saturday 28 November, our Student
Tech Team put on a haunting promenade
performance, in association with some of
our Drama students. The premise is that
there was a large chemistry experiment
in the Miles, however something went
wrong…

A noxious gas was released, exposing all
the students and teachers of Bede’s and
ultimately caused the Infestation, turning
our great staff and students into zombies.
This event was a testament to our pupils’
commitment and resolve as they all (with
only 3 small rehearsals), set up, performed
and derigged our scare experience. All
involved with the performance should be
incredibly proud of their contribution.
Ben Phelps
Performing Arts Technician

Mrs Clementine Westwood has joined the
department as administrator, and is already
driving forward with efficient timetabling of
individual lessons, noticeboards, a music
staff common room (when restrictions allow)
and generally giving the department a bit of
a face lift.
Academically, things continue apace: Mr
Aburn has been putting his classes through
their paces from September with the Concerto
Through Time, exploring Baroque, Classical
and Romantic styles, as well as delving into
the world of composing and creating music.
The BTEC groups are busy planning the
March gig, and the Upper Fifth musicians
are busy preparing for their examined
performances next term. The Upper Fifth,
under Mr Scamardella’s guidance, have been
exploring Popular Music from the 1960s to
the present day: Queen, The Beatles, Bon Jovi
to name but a few. The department is buzzing
with activity each day with ensembles, choirs
and small group rehearsals still going ahead,
and it has been a real joy to see everyone
getting stuck in with such commitment
and purpose after the months of complete
lockdown when schooling was online.

outstanding essay writing, with sharp
attention to detail, concise focus and a
real sense of phrasing and depth. Many
congratulations to them both.

Other notable achievements this term have
been outside the classroom: congratulations
to all those performers who gave such
touching and resounding performances at
the Junior Classical Recital. Alfie Kennedy,
Lower Fifth, says, “This year, I was lucky
enough to be invited to perform in the Music
department’s Junior Classical Recital. It was
so amazing to be back performing in school,
even more to be around some amazing
musicians. It was so wonderful to see the
final performance and watch everyone play
their piece.”
In addition, Fearghus Beauchamp and
Joshua Prince-Smith achieved very highly in
their respective performance exams with the
Associated Board: ARSM Diploma (Fearghus)
and Josh (Grade 7 Piano, with Distinction).

The Music department continues its busy
schedule after Christmas, with a series
of recitals, Prep Schools’ Orchestral days
(online) and a choral masterclass with Ralph
Allwood in March. There are a number of
fantastic masterclasses, workshops and
small-scale recitals planned by external
professionals, and we hope some of these
can be filmed and streamed for all to enjoy.

Two notable achievements in the classroom
this term: Daisy Noton and Evan Nayler
achieved certificates of achievement for
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LEGAT
Despite the recent national lockdown and
ongoing Covid-19 restrictions our Legat
Dance Academy has been in full swing.
With the ongoing restrictions and amidst
social distancing, sanitising and wearing
masks we have forged ahead both in the
dance studios and on stage for Cabaret.
The pupils have excelled at the opportunity
to perform and have been busy rehearing
and filming. Although a very different
Cabaret event from previous years it has
been enormous fun for all involved and
a wonderful opportunity for our pupils to
perform to an audience (albeit online) – a
challenge that not all schools have taken
on.
In addition to working towards Cabaret,
our dancers have continued to develop
their Classical Ballet, Contemporary and
Jazz Dance techniques. We were delighted
that we continued with our scheduled
RAD Intermediate and Advanced Ballet
Examinations.

Throughout the term, our pupils had the
amazing opportunity to interview industry
professionals in the performing arts world.
Lucy Hammond and Eleanor Abbott, Lower
Fifth interviewed the theatrical agent, Sarah
Dormady; stage actress Sorelle Marsh was
interviewed by Phoebe Tucker and Flavia
White, Upper Sixth; dancer Dominic North
interviewed by George Linehan and Isobel
Charman, Upper Fifth; Rambert teacher, Paul
Liburd MBD was interviewed by Luisi Evison,
Upper Sixth, Lisa Ritchie was interviewed by
Lucia Oxenden Rodriguez, Upper Sixth and
dance photography specialist, Tim Cross was
interviewed by Freya Woods, Lower Sixth. In
addition we have had a healthy dancer and
nutrition presentation in order to ensure that
all our dancers are informed about their food
and the best ways of sustaining energy for
performance.

Workshop and Matthew Bourne Repertoire
all delivered by industry performers.
We have also planned a solo repertory
show, choreography show, RAD and ISTD
examinations so lots to look forward to.
We are extremely proud of every single one of
the dancers and how they have coped during
the global pandemic. We wish you all a happy
and healthy Christmas.
Alex Murphy
Director of Dance

In the Spring Term we have some exciting
workshops to look forward to including a West
End Musical workshop, Commercial Dance

UPDATES FROM OUR LEGAT ALUMNI
We were delighted to catch up with Asia Fedon (currently at Laban) and Matthew Amos (currently at Rambert).
home-like; teachers are friendly and make
you feel right at home. I believe all of us are
very motivated to learn during our stay at
Rambert but also equally believe that the
school provides the environment for us to
focus on what we are all passionate about.
What were your experiences of being at
Legat?
What are your experiences of your
current dance school?
Asia: I love everything about Laban starting
from the fact that everyone is sharing the
same passion. I do many different classes,
practical and theoretical. Each of these are
very interesting because we cover a wide
range of topics. I feel that through my ballet
and contemporary classes I strengthen my
technique, so, when I go into creative class,
I can let go but at the same being aware of
how I move.
Matthew: Rambert is very comfortable and

Asia: I’ve loved my time at Legat because it
was, and it will always be my family away
from home. I’ve learnt so much during my
time at Legat for example to be confident
and to not judge myself too much. I’ve
learnt many different styles and worked
with amazing teachers. Studying A-Levels
prepared me a lot for Laban because I need
to write a lot of essays! Legat helped me be
exactly where I want to be now.
Matthew: My experience at Legat has been
fun, enjoyable and great. Teachers all kept
me motivated. Legat’s programme prepared
me for Rambert. The teachers at Legat
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provided the guidance for me to become more
confident and comfortable with what I do.
I think it has been important for me to be
given that opportunity, which ultimately has
led me to where I am now.
What advice would you give to current
Legat pupils?
Asia: Just be yourself. Trust your teachers
and make the most of each correction
and compliment. What you learn there is
something that will stay with you forever. Live
at the best every single moment and enjoy
every single minute in this amazing school.
Legat is a team and supports each other.
Once a Legat student always a Legat student.
Matthew: Don’t stress, just enjoy your time
at Legat. Don’t worry about your mistakes,
there’s tons of opportunities to to correct,
learn and improve. Try your best in every
class, focusing on one thing, not everything.
Treasure your teachers and keep asking
questions.
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CREATIVE ARTS
Creativity has always been the life blood of
Bede’s – from Artists & Ceramicist to South
of England awarding winning DT pieces and
internet famous film makers. Many Bede’s
alumni have gone on to great success
in the creative industries. The strangest
Bede’s term on record hasn’t dampened
students’ creativity and they have been as
vibrant as ever from the exciting outdoor
‘Lockdown’ Exhibition (more on this page)
to Media week that saw the launch of the
Inter-House Film Competition – with an
Oscar ceremony in the Spring term (don’t
forget your Dickie bow!)

Being creative is as important now as it
has ever been. As galleries, theatres, music
venues and creatives everywhere have been
impacted by Covid it is worth noting Mark
Carney’s (former Bank of England’s governor)
2020 Reith Lecture. Carney encourages us
to ask ‘What is value?’ and argues that
society has come to embody Oscar Wilde’s old
aphorism: “knowing the price of everything
but the value of nothing”.
If this year has taught us anything it is to
value the people and things that are truly
important and celebrate the things that
give us solace and make us human – art,

creativity, literature and music. Often
the things we struggle to put a monetary
price on are the things that will make us
vibrant again as we rebuild. This term I
believe Bede’s students, as always, have
championed creativity and positivity and the
future is looking brighter because of it.
If there is one thing I know – it takes more
than a global pandemic to keep the Bede’s
community alive.
Jonathan Turner
Head of Creative Arts
bedescreativeartsfaculty.org

ARTS WEEK
We’re big fans of November at Bede’s
– Bonfire night, autumnal colours and
Christmas on the horizon. However, the
Danish writer and poet Henrik Nordbrandt
once claimed there were 16 months
“November, December, January, February,
March, April, May, June, July, August,
September, October, November, November,
November, November.” – suggesting
November can be a slog. Mix in a change
in weather, shorter nights and an unnamed
pandemic.
Freya Palmer (Upper Sixth, Charleston) had
the foresight to anticipate a potentially
gloomy November and envisioned, curated,
organised the excellent lockdown exhibition
that celebrated the creativity of Bede’s
students throughout the Covid period – from
March to November 2020. Freya’s vision
brightened up the school when it needed it.
An open-air exhibition placed on the outskirts
of the ‘O’ Rooms (named after the Orchards
that once stood on this spot in days of
Horatio Bottomley).
Freya, a current U6th Art Scholar, put
together the ‘Lockdown’ open air exhibition
made up of students work produced during
this year.
Freya stated ‘The Lockdown Exhibition

highlights the creativity of Bede’s students
during the current Corona pandemic
and lockdown. As well as showing the
perseverance of creative students over the
past few months, this exhibition showcases
the talent and innovation within the school.
The variety of work was astonishing and
would have been impressive at any point.
The fact the art works were produced during
this turbulent point in history is even more
impressive. Some works directly relate to the
times. Alfie Collins Smith captured London
in the height of lockdown – the buzzing
metropolis eerily silent. Mareva Lelong’s
dramatic illustration depicts Lockdown as
an all-encompassing beast dominating us –
until you peer into the center of the
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piece where a figure can be found at peace,
drinking tea, surrounded by cats and drawing
– finding sanctuary in the quiet of lockdown.
Other works are just joyous – showing how
the act of making images can give our life
purpose. Emily Scott’s surreal portrait depicts
a painted figure that seems otherworldly
and serene. Lucy Drewek’s painting of
honey dripping from fingers has an almost
photorealist quality. Please take the time to
explore the variety of work on show at the
online show: bedescreativeartsfaculty.org/
lockdown-exhibition-2020
All the entries were excellent and there
has been a whole array of great work being
produced throughout the term. It makes you
excited for what 2021 will bring.
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STEM
Science saves the Day! I am writing this
on the day that the news that the Pfizer/
BioNTech vaccine has crossed the channel
broke. One of the great pleasures of
teaching a STEM subject is being able to
give students the tools to better understand
the world around them and I think that
I must have explained the science of
vaccines a dozen times already today.

It has been a fabulously busy term in STEM
Maths have been enjoying a program of
online lectures, Science have relished being
able to get back into practical investigations
and Computing have been working with Amex
to access a range of inspiring workshops. We
also take particular pleasure in welcoming
our newest member of faculty, Psychology, as
a part of our Sixth Form offering.
Julia French
Head of STEM

COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS

PSYCHOLOGY

The STEM Countdown to Christmas arrived
along with December this year; with our
STEM faculty promising a new and exciting
activity every day until Christmas. This has
truly proven to be a collaborative across
the faculty, with activities offered by maths,
science, ICT and psychology.

Psychology A Level and BTEC has made
a flying start. We have looked at many
interesting behaviours in a short space of
time; conformity, obedience to authority
figures, minority influences, and related
these amazing topics to real life examples,
much to the approval of the pupils.

Some activities are more involved than
others, but each brings a new challenge, new
learning, and an opportunity to get involved
and win some prizes. The response from staff
offering to share their love of the subjects

they teach, along with some festive cheer, has
been exceptional. We already have our first
pupil winner!
Amelia Burden (First Year) has won the prize
for being the first to share her wonderful
Christmassy activities. We wonder who will
challenge her for some of the later prizes. The
more you do, the more chances you have to
win.
Catherine Danielson
Teacher of Science

STEM CREST AWARD
STEM Crest Award activity has gone from
strength to strength since lockdown seeing
a wide variety of investigations attempted
and chosen by the pupils. So far, I have seen
an exponential increase in investigative
skills and pupils readily evaluating their
investigative designs and ensuring validity
with so much thought that it has started to
become second nature.
Ellison says, “I think my research has been
great so far. Finding out new materials and
chemical bonds between materials has been
very interesting.’’
Henry adds, “I have learned how to properly
conduct a scientific experiment and I have
learned about how difficult certain aspects
of preparing it can be. It has all been great
experience, and the hardships only improve

my knowledge.”
We finish this term with a quick investigation
next week that tests the perfect amount of
time to boil a brussel sprout so it’s cooked,
stays green and fresh but still has the
crunch. We are hoping the Head of STEM to be
our chief tester!

We have looked at case studies and
experiments and how we can replicate these.
Ms Stainsby has been working hard on setting
up the Psychology website and students have
loved having to help with the work and new
subject concepts.
In lessons, we have had some excellent
discussions with whole class input as well
as online learners having their say through
digital platforms where we can share ideas.
“I love the group dynamic where we are feel
confident in sharing ideas and opinions even
when I was learning from home”, “I feel the
psychology classroom is somewhere where we
all listen and appreciate each other’s views”,
“I never feel stupid asking questions”. The
group discussions around how we store
memories, and the many memory tests we
have done have made lessons very engaging.
It is clear that although this is a new
subject, pupils have taken to the course with
commitment, excitement and passion. Long
may this continue!
Yvette Stainsby
Head of Psychology

Nancy Morton-Freeman
Head of Biology
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HUMANITIES
As Head of Faculty, I am understandably proud of the contribution my colleagues across
the range of Humanities subjects make to life at Bede’s, both in and outside of lessons; we
strongly believe that all pupils benefit from the ongoing study of these important subjects.
It is therefore great to see so much on offer to pupils of all year groups, and recognising
the success of pupils in the individual disciplines is certainly a highlight of my week!
James Whitaker
Head of Humanities

RELIGION & PHILOSOPHY
Simplistic answers to big questions
are unsatisfactory, particularly during
uncertain times like the one we’re all living
through with Covid 19. It was no surprise,
then, to see such positive engagement
from our students during our Religion and
Philosophy focus week.
A short video was put together of students
articulating the best thing about studying
the subject, with some short reflections
from Mr Costi on how everyone engages
with philosophy. In the First Year essay
competition, students had the opportunity to
win Amazon Vouchers, and tutors explored
issues in Ethical Dilemmas.
Savvas Costi
Head of Religion and Philosophy

GEOGRAPHY
Our Sixth Form Masterclass investigated
the European Migration Crisis, exploring
the many complicated causes of these
migration flows into Europe such as war
and conflict in the Middle East and climate
change, conflict, resource depletion and
economic hardship in parts of Africa.
They also investigated the political
consequences of this migration for EU
member countries.
Georgie Pearch and Luke Burdekin, two
of our Sixth Form geographers, presented
a superbly planned and researched
masterclass to our Fifth Form pupils asking,
“Should we be worried about sea level rise?”

This presentation explored both the natural
and human causes of sea level rise and
compared current rates of rise to those over
the last 400,000 years.

Field work is a crucial part of our Geography
A Level syllabus and - although we were not
able to take our usual 5-day trip to the Field
Study Centre at Slapton Ley, Devon - we
are fortunate that Bede’s is in an equally
beautiful part of the country. This year, we
brought our field work in-house, making use
of our local environments; Friston Forest,
the Cuckmere River Valley, the Seven Sisters
coastline and the town of Eastbourne.
Jonathan Slinger
Head of Geography

HISTORY & POLITICS
We have covered various topics in our
masterclasses, including a US Politics
focus before half term for all year groups,
a First Year session on the Battle of Britain
after half term, and a Fifth Form session
on the history of African Americans’ voting
rights, providing both the Lower and Upper
Fifth year groups a key insight into A Level
History.
Given the US presidential election that took
place in November, the first half of this term
had a strong focus on US politics. After Half
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Term, both sets of year groups took part
in History masterclass sessions. The First
Years took an in-depth look into the Battle
of Britain, and analysed why this event was
key, not just for Britain, but for the Allied war
effort as a whole during the Second World
War. The Fifth Form History masterclass
provided GCSE pupils with a good look into
the demands and challenges of A Level
study. This session had a strong focus on
African American civil rights.
James Whitaker
Head of History and Politics

BUSINESS & ECONOMICS
This term has seen the introduction of
Upper Fifth masterclass sessions - one
on market mapping and identifying gaps
in markets, and the other on Economic
Development and the measure of living
standards and issues with combating
poverty in developing economies.
The Bede’s Enterprise Challenge activity
opened for Business, selling hot chocolate
and cookies to raise money for charity The
Social Media for Business activity has
also been in full effect, learning industry
practices and posting on our channels.
Business and Economics Week saw pupils
enjoy Dragon’s Den, essay and logo design
competitions. A highlight of the week was a
live Q&A with ex pro-footballer Dan Harding
on football transfers - many thanks to Dan
for his time, and our pupils for their positive
contributions.
Barry Jackson
Head of Business
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MEDIA
Media Week was enormous fun this year,
and there is still an awards ceremony to
look forward to in March.
Many students entered the Journalism
Competition, submitting a huge variety of
articles on television, cinema and gaming
and engaging with a host of issues around
social networking and the power and
influence of the mass media in our lives.

best cinematography, best sound, and best
performance. There is also a special award
for whichever house manages to get the
most house members into a single film. The
closing date for entries is Monday 18 January,
so there is still time to shoot and edit over
Christmas.

In addition, a special congratulations
must go to Lucy Grandage (Upper Sixth)
for receiving the BTEC Creative Media
recognition award. Lucy’s superb work ethic
and impressive creativity has seen her make
terrific progress on the course.

In the Spring Term, we will host a special
screening event for all the entries. Many
thanks to all the students who got involved
in Media Week and we look forward to coming
back even bigger and better next year!

Well done to all for your hard work and
dedication this term.

The Campus Mystery Photo Competition
was terrific fun as students scoured the site
looking for enigmatic photos from famous TV
programmes, films and games. The overall
winner was Evie McCabe who was one of the
few students to correctly identify every image.
An Amazon voucher will be winging its way to
Evie very soon.
We also launched the first ever Interhouse
Film Competition during Media Week. The
theme is ‘surprise’ and each house can enter
as many films as it wishes. Films must be
between 30 seconds and five minutes and
there are Oscars to be won for best film,

Rick Williams
Head of Media

COMPUTING
PUPILS COMPETE IN BEBRAS CHALLENGE
Over 150 Bede’s Computing and IT pupils
are taking part in this year’s Bebras
Computational Thinking Challenge. The
competitors are set a range of logic
puzzles and they have 40 minutes to work
their way through them.

In previous years, pupils who got into the top
10% in the country have been invited to take
part in the next round at Oxford University.
Unfortunately, that wont be taking place this
year, however, the pupils find it a fantastic
challenge and enjoy taking part.
Logic and computational thinking skills are
at the heart of programming, Information
Technology and Computer Science. Being
able to decompose and abstract information
is a fundamental skill which many pupils
have without realizing it.
This international competition is in its
seventh year and attracts several thousand
entrants.
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Good luck to all those who take part, we shall
have the results back very soon.

Chris Betts
Head of IT and Computing
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INQUIRY LEARNING
As a new faculty this year, many people
have been asking me what does Inquiry
Learning mean? Inquiry based learning is a
form of active learning that starts by posing
questions, problems or scenarios.
It contrasts with traditional education, which
generally relies on the teacher presenting
facts and their own knowledge about the
subject and we believe that vocationally-

based subjects sit within this area. The
Inquiry Learning faculty covers all of the
vocational subjects and project qualifications
covered in the school and I could not be
more proud of the wonderful things that I
have seen this term across the different
departments.
Georgina Wainwright
Head of Inquiry Learning

ANIMAL MANAGEMENT

EPQ

It has been a busy term in the Animal
Management Unit. We have had three
African Grey Hornbill Chicks emerging from
the nestbox. They have a unique way of
breeding; Mum holes herself in when she
lays eggs, with it being Dad’s responsibility
to feed them throughout this time. The
chicks then emerge at around three months
old pretty much fully grown and raring to
go. They will all go to new homes in the
coming months.

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)
projects are well underway for most and
there is some excellent progress being
seen already. The EPQ teachers have been
immensely impressed with the effort and
commitment that has been seen so far, with
record numbers of Recognitions Awards
being handed out for hard work and effort
for independent study this term across the
classes.

The new hazel dormouse enclosure has been
built off view, so that we can continue our
important breeding work to help stabilise
the species numbers in the wild, whilst also
creating room for a more exciting on view
exhibit (although what this will be is still to
be determined). The Spinnifex Hopping Mice
and Fat Sand Rats came to us from Hamerton
Zoo. These are both rarely kept species in the
UK and are unique in their own ways!
We have been working with ‘Team Building
with Bite’. Over lockdown we tested two new
products for them; a meerkat feeder and a
firehose pole feeder which can be used for
multiple species and they have also added
a kinkajou extension. This build has been
funded through their Patreon scheme, so
for us there is no cost which is amazing!
They truly are a fantastic company that
have done so much to help us over the
past two years. You can find out more here:
teambuildingwithbite.com.
Helen Poyser
Zoo Manager

BTEC BUSINESS
It has been a busy term in BTEC Business
with preparations for the Upper Fifth
online finance exam on the 3rd December.
Students have been busy revising and
attending extra lunch and evening prep
sessions in the weeks leading up to the
exam, working through cash flow forecasts,
break-even analysis and analysing financial
documents. Students embraced the online
exam and await their results in January.

In the Sixth Form, students have been busy
gathering alternative forms of evidence this
term and have taken to filming their evidence
for their Internet Marketing assignment
rather than writing it all down this time.
In the words of Ellie Sarro, “I have enjoyed
studying the different marketing methods
this term, and it has been made more
exciting through presenting the assignments
in video form.”
Barry Jackson
Head of Business
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With the majority of the taught element
being delivered this term, we have some
very interesting projects emerging already.
Investigative studies are afoot, and some
interesting projects are looking into ‘the
importance attached to mental health in
today’s society’, ‘how commercialisation
has impacted sport’, ‘the immediate and
long term effects of bullying and the types
of treatment’ and questioning whether
‘access to your fertility treatment should be
dependent on your medical need, not your
postcode or your wealth’.
I await with interest how these projects
develop over the coming months and how our
young minds flourish.
Georgina Wainwright
Head of Inquiry Learning
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LANGUAGES
Manifesto poetry, Swiss banking for
linguists, football journalism, exploration
writing, Chigaco on the line and the perfect
Gratin Dauphinois. Forget lockdown. In
Autumn, the Languages Faculty were
determined to be creative and reach out
into the wider world.
Modern Foreign Languages week saw the
first of many exciting ‘Meets’ online, with
Financial Analyst for Credit Suisse, Tabitha
Jackson, speaking to students about the
necessity of language learning for students
hoping to work in financial trading overseas.
In a fascinating and insightful talk, Tabitha
inspired students to see the ways in which
the French language, for her, not only opened
up a fascinating world of culture and history,
but also gave her a keen edge in one of the
most competitive employment markets in the
world - that of banking and share trading.
With GCSE and A-level choices just around
the corner, many students went away from
this talk with a fresh perspective on why
adding a second or third language to their
option choices would really set them apart in
later life. All students were hugely grateful
to Mme Bonheur and Mme Ganivet for setting
up this opportunity.
Languages week, celebrating the eight
different tongues taught at Bede’s, was a
superb opportunity for teachers to celebrate
the cultural and artistic riches which come
with engaging with other countries, but
also, for Mr Pianet’s L6th class, a chance to
pay homage to some truly wonderful world
cuisine. On an overcast October afternoon,
just the sight of Sidney Barker’s stunning
Gratin Dauphinois was enough to lift our
spirits.
In the first half of the Autumn term, the
English faculty exploited the opportunity to
connect with writers online - speaking to an
award-winning poet in Bristol, a Guardian
football writer in Manchester and a New York
Times Travel writer live from Chicago.
In September, Jamie Jackson, football
columnist and recent biographer of Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer joined an audience of

parents and students on Zoom to discuss
what makes him tick as a writer, and also
what students could learn from someone
not unused to the kind of pressure faced by
examinees: the necessity of delivering great
prose to a strict time limit. In reality, Jamie
proved to be far more than exam support,
giving a talk which was generous, heartfelt
and fascinating. He was also delighted to
give special mentions to the student winners
of our ‘60 seconds in Sport’ senior writing
competition, so a huge well done to Will
Gillett and Nicholas Bernhardson.
First Year students have also enjoyed a term
packed with extra-curricular activities. On
National Poetry Day, writer Caleb Parkin led
two virtual workshops on creating ‘manifesto
poems’, allowing classes to play with words
and create their own utopian visions for a
better world. A huge thank you to all English
teachers and students for their boundless
enthusiasm on the day.

But the big Autumn event for all First Year
students is surely the Exploration Writing
Prize, now in its sixth year, and with the 2020
using the phrase ‘Up Close’ and a rather
expert photograph by Mr Tuson as stimulus,
we knew this would lead to some superb
writing. As ever, we were not disappointed.
Once over 80 entries had been read and
judged, we arrived at our shortlist of
pieces- all chosen for their mingling of close
observation, clarity and craft.
We were thrilled to be able to award prizes
during yet another online discussion for
classes, this time with 2019 Society of
American Travel Writers award-winner and
current New York Times staff writer, Elaine
Glusac. With only a mere eight hours time
difference between the U.K and Elaine’s
native Chicago, she was able to dial in for
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a fascinating Friday afternoon interview,
regaling students with tales of Polar bear
encounters and ill-advised budget travel
in Eastern Europe. A huge congratulations
to prize winners Rafe Coetser, Amber Patel,
Megan Cheshire, Zoe Wittington and Scarlett
Lamb. There was so much exceptional work
this year, but young writers who have missed
out this time will have another chance to
shine in the whole school Bede’s Writers’
Competition in January 2021.
Though many of the faculties external visits
to museums and theatres may be on hold for
now, we were determined to hold on to one
essential fixture in the extra-curricular life of
the school: our masterclass programmes.
The MFL and English masterclasses began
again for First Year students, and the English
Sixth-Form taught masterclass, now in its
fifth year, continued to draw in curious lower
school students keen to see what A Level
study of English might be like. Given that
our Pre-U course offers almost a limitless
scope to develop personal tastes, no two
masterclass sessions are ever alike. For
older students, Ella Gordon gave an excellent
introduction to Anthony Burgess’ dystopian
classic, A Clockwork Orange, whilst Max
Jones - dressed in his bow tie and tux brought students to F Scott Fitzgerald’s jazzage masterpiece, The Great Gatsby. More
superb masterclasses on African-American
writing, Irish drama and Victorian women’s
writing are planned for the New Year.
For any Lower Fifth or Upper Fifth student
who has not yet been to these brilliant
sessions, but is curious to know more, Mme
Ganivet, Mrs Saoulidou and Mr Oliver would
be delighted to help.
In Spring, the Languages Faculty will look
forward to a masterclass on ‘Heroism and
Classical Epic’, a debating ‘world tour’
against international schools, our whole
school Writing Competition and, of course,
more welcome visits from writers.
Matthew Oliver
Head of Languages
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LONG LIVE THE LIBRARY!
Issuing books in lockdown is not easy, but
having a creative and brilliant librarian
helps. Miss Evans introduces the ‘pop-up’
library.

With computer screens having become ever
more prevalent over the last year due to
remote learning, and the stress and tension
that are inevitable after so many months
of lockdown and restriction, reading is

more important than ever as a way to relax,
unwind, and escape real life for a while.
It’s great for the soul and a proven balm for
mental wellbeing. However, with the library
currently playing host to science lessons,
we’ve had to do some lateral thinking in
terms of getting books under students’ noses.

day around 250 books were loaned out to
intrigued students. We have further themed
pop-up libraries planned, and hope to make
many of them annual events in the future.

In September we held a pop-up library on the
lawn, exclusively for our new First Years. With
a wide selection of fiction for them to choose
from, everyone came away with a reading
book for their first half term. In November, we
commandeered the Recital Room for a day,
for a whole-school Non-Fiction Library Fair.
With themed tables that covered subjects
from Theatre to Technology, Maths to Mental
Health, there were books to appeal to every
kind of reader, and over the course of the

Matthew Oliver
Head of Languages

SIXTH FORM
LOWER SIXTH PUPILS COMPLETE NCS PROGRAMME
More than 45 proactive Lower Sixth pupils
completed the National Citizens Service
(NCS) programme at Bede’s during the Half
Term break. The programme supports the
Bede’s Diploma commitment and provides
pupils with a nationally-recognised and
highly valued employability qualification.

Pupils worked collaboratively on developing
their teamwork, problem solving and
communication skills through a set of
interactive and energetic workshops,
seminars and presentations over the two-day
programme. The sessions challenged pupils
to consider the impact of their social media

footprint, improve their confidence in public
speaking, enhance their awareness of the
needs of their local community and learn how
to initiate social action projects.
Along with the expert guidance of our NCS
facilitators from Catch 22, pupils heard from
local organisations including the Speakers
Trust, Priority 154, Plastic Free Eastbourne
and Hailsham Foodbank.
Many of our pupils have now committed to
a social action project through fundraising,
raising awareness and volunteering for a
local good cause.

Ryana MacDonald-Gay comments, “The NCS
programme has been beneficial as it helped
make me recognise how I can affect and help
others with simple ideas”.

Below are some comments on the course
from some our Lower Sixth pupils:

Sam Northway adds, “I found NCS very useful
in learning how to volunteer in my local
community. It also helped me realise how we
can act on plastic pollution as a school.”

Maddy Baldwin-Charles says, “The NCS
programme has been really great at helping
me build my confidence when public
speaking. It also helped me think about
how I can help my local community through
volunteering.”
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SPORT
This was a term that despite the challenges
has brought us much pride and promise.
Overwhelmingly, we have been incredibly
grateful for the opportunity to ‘keep the
pupils moving’ – the motto that has kept
us going. There is no doubt that with all the
uncertainness pupils have found refuge in
physical activity.
Overall we have seen an increase in both
team and non-competitive sports with a
revival of some sports such as volleyball and
water polo. We have been delighted in the
pupils abilities to adapt; despite little direct

competition they have thrown themselves
into the array of inter-house activities. Most
humbling is the pupils’ understanding of the
fortunate position they are in.
Whilst much of the country is in standstill we
have worked hard to provide a safe service
under the strict government guidelines.
My thanks to both pupils and staff for
their patience, innovation, resilience and
optimism.
David Byrne
Director of Sport

HOCKEY: ENGLAND U18 QUALIFIERS

GOLF: ISGA MATCHPLAY

Ryana MacDonald-Gay and Izzy Atherton
(both Lower Sixth) have reached the
England U18 National Squad Phase Two
Assessment group.

Bede’s Golf team - Tom Reilly (Upper
Sixth), Will Gibb (Lower Fifth) and Tom
Frost (Upper Sixth) competed against Kings
School Canterbury in the Independent
Schools Golf Association (ISGA) Singles
Scratch Matchplay competition at Royal St
Georges Golf Club in Sandwich, Kent.

While Ryana (midfield) was automatically
selected as part of the England U16 squad
last year, Izzy (goalkeeper) was assessed
alongside 200 other participants to make the
61-player shortlist.
Both girls are a year young for the U18
category.
Mr Theo Dowse, Assistant Director of Hockey
at Bede’s, comments, “Reaching Phase Two
of the U18 England Squad selection is a
fantastic achievement, and Ryana and Izzy

should both be very proud of all of the hard
work that they have put in to get to this
point. To see their dedication to the sport
pay such dividends is amazing, and I know
that all of their coaches and teammates at
Bede’s wish them the best of luck with the
next round and beyond.”
Theo Dowse
Assistant Director of Hockey

Chris Betts
Golf Activity Leader

EQUESTRIAN TEAM THROUGH TO NSEA NATIONALS
The Bede’s Equestrian team celebrates
going through to the NSEA National Finals
following a fantastic performance at
the NSEA show jumping competition at
Felbridge Show Ground.

and Ruby coming second and fourth as
individuals.

The team of Ella Mackellar, Ruby Hall, Lola
Woollard, Martha Lillicrap came second in
the 85cm class. Issi Drake took part as an
individual.
The team of Ella, Ruby and Lola also came
second in the Intermediate class, with Ella

Both teams and Georgie go forward to the
National Finals in April.

Georgie Cloke took part in the dressage
competition getting a fantastic fourth place.

Katy McKeogh
Equestrian Team Manager
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SARAH TAYLOR NOMINATED FOR ICC WOMEN’S
PLAYER OF THE DECADE

CRICKETERS IMPRESS
AT COUNTY LEVEL

Many congratulations to Sarah Taylor,
Sports Development and Life Skills Coach
at Bede’s, for being nominated for the
prestigious ICC Women’s Player of the
Decade Award!

Sarah says, “It is a real honour to have
been nominated for this award – especially
alongside such wonderful and talented
female athletes. My genuine thanks go to
everyone for their support.”

Following her time at Bede’s Prep, where
her passion for cricket was instilled, Sarah
became an International Cricketer in 2006
at the age of 17 and went on to play 226
matches, scoring 7 ODI centuries within
6,533 runs, and taking 232 dismissals
over a 13 year career, which is the most by
any female wicket-keeper. She achieved
the following accolades in her professional
career: World T20 Champion 2009, World ODI
Champion 2009 2017, Ashes Winner three
times, T20 World Player of the Year three
times and ODI World Player of the Year. Her
role at Bede’s works across the sports and
year groups to develop pupils’ physical and
mental wellbeing.

The results will be revealed on Friday 18
December 2020.
Alan Wells
Director of Cricket

JAVELIN SUCCESS

CHRIS COOK TALK

SCUBA DIVING

Josh Clarke (Lower Fifth) competed in the
South East Javelin Festival, with his throw
of 48.56m putting him in fifth place for
England and sixth place for the UK in the
U15 category.

In November, our Swimming Team enjoyed
a Zoom call with ex-Olympic breaststroke
swimmer and Commonwealth Games gold
medalist, Chris Cook.

Many congratulations to Joseph Connelly,
James Tait, Charlie Fisk and Ben Sherlock
who celebrate completing the PADI
18-metre Open Water Diver Course.

The team loved it and I’m hoping they will
bottle all the great tips and information he
shared and use it to their advantage. Chris
covered having ‘the dream’ and the drive
to make it a reality; no matter what your
background, ambition, determination and
hard work can get you to where you want to
be.

The group, who completed the course with
Oyster Diving, are now qualified to dive
anywhere in the world up to 18m with
another qualified diver.

Josh, who has been training in Javelin
since primary school with appearances
in the Nationals, currently competes with
the Brighton and Hove Athletics Club. He
is moving up to the 700g javelin this year
as part of the U17 cohort, and hopes to
qualify for the English Schools’ Athletics
Championships next year.
David Byrne
Director of Sport

The term began with some exciting
performances from Mary Taylor and Indigo
Gentry at their county cricket debuts. Mary
made her first appearance for the Sussex
Women 1st XI during their match against
Hampshire, while Indigo made her T20
debut for Kent against Essex.
Mary Taylor, Millie Taylor, Matilda Collins,
Maddie Smith and Sadie Collett all featured
in the Eastbourne Renegades (Ladies)
County Cup winning team in September.
Mary, Millie and Matilda have also been
invited to trial for the regional squad, the
Southern Vipers, which is incredibly exciting.
The girls join Freya Kemp, Alice Capsey and
Indigo Gentry trialling for regional squads.
Well done all!
Petch Lenham
Head of Girls Cricket

(Image courtesy of Oyster Diving)
We have also enjoyed a range of strength
and conditioning sessions and lessons on
the importance of land training from Mr
Morriss.
Phil Osborn
Head of Swimming
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Special thanks to Oyster Diving for running
the course so well abiding by current
guidelines.
Chris Betts
Scuba Diving Activity Leader
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ROUND THE HOUSES
The year began as smoothly in Camberlot
House as it ever has, thanks to our returning
pupils stepping up as “buddies” to support
the new pupils. Every morning they were
ready to take the boys to breakfast, show
them to their classrooms and, most
importantly, help them feel someone was
looking after them as they navigated the
challenges of the first week at a new school.
Fortunately, they had plenty to entertain
them - the first weekend saw a myriad of
school-wide and house based activities,
beginning with a socially distanced version
of our annual colour run. Later that evening
the glorious Upper Dicker weather was
further enjoyed in the Outdoor Cinema, where
the whole boarding community enjoyed two
films back to back on giant screen on Lower
Fields. The weekend was wrapped up with
the usual mad games, with ultimate Frisbee
proving the favourite - and a swanky BBQ to
refill the boys after all their activities. More
recently, the house have thrown themselves
wholeheartedly into school activities- the
Lower Sixth managed to win Dorter’s online
quiz night and even managed 3rd place in
the House Pumpkin Carving Competition!
With all that is going on globally, the
house team have endeavoured to ensure
the boys have stayed engaged with current
affairs- and this prompted the first Black
History Month event in the house. Speakers
including Jayden (Upper Sixth, Deputy

Head of House), Michael (Lower Sixth), Ms
Bonheur (Teacher of French) and Mr Hopkins
(Teacher of Music) delivered talks on the
central issues of the month and opened
up thoughtful and intelligent discussion
amongst the boys.
Hardship often breeds invention and
boarding has been no different; the changes
to routines increased numbers of boys
staying at weekends have led to a whole
new weekend programme. The new system
has a family focus, with a later start in the
morning and even breakfast in house which
was welcomed by all! The boys have also
been able to cook more; Leo and Theo cooked
the House a spag bol and many of the juniors
have learned how to create an extravagant
full English breakfast! Whole house football
games, water polo and pizza nights have
also entered the frame, whilst Michael
and Max S will be chuffed having won the
inaugural Fifa and table tennis tournaments.
Cambo also played host to the rest of the
boarding community in a glitzy online bingo
game, hosted by Master of Ceremonies Tom V
in a sparkly suit! And the glamour didn’t end
there - Mr Sealey’s Camberlot quiz helped
keep spirits up as students guessed the
weird and wonderful facts related to their
fellow housemates.
Moving into December, the boys focussed on
their charity cycling challenge with the boys
aiming to cycle the distance between Upper
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Dicker and Lapland, with hot dog eating
competitions and Christmas costume days
also featuring.
Charity was very much at the forefront
over in Crossways House where in early
November, as part of their charity week, the
girls cycled more than three times around
Sussex using our indoor exercise bikes, which
were placed outside Mrs O’Hara’s office.
The girls cycled non-stop from Tuesday to
Thursday and managed to raise over £1,500.
The weekends have been busy; during
lockdown the house held a scavenger hunt
and items from around the house were
collected to spell out the word “lockdown”!
As Christmas approached the girls tried their
hands at chocolate wreath-making, led by
Mrs Merchant and took part in a gingerbread
biscuit making masterclass led by
Crossways ex-matron and master baker, Mrs
Baker! Both were a huge success and tasted
as good as they looked! Decorating the house
has also kept everyone busy and thanks to
the patience and perseverance of the girls,
Mrs Hopkins is now an expert at crafting
paper snowflakes. The 80s disco was also
a hit and the girls threw themselves into
dressing up for this occasion, although it
had to be said that by the end of the night
Wham and A-ha had given way to some more
contemporary numbers!
In Bloomsbury House, the girls have really
appreciated being back together in-house
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and enjoyed welcoming in the new joiners.
Bloomsbury made a good start in the house
competitions, with particularly strong
performances in Senior Netball and the
Junior Quiz as well as the hotly contested
Junior Welly-Wanging. Supporting the
local community was also a big focus with
contributions to the Hailsham Food Bank.
A number of girls made important individual
contributions as well; on the academic
side, Iris Henstridge won the Religion and
Philosophy essay writing competition;
Ruby Hall received this half term’s Inquiry
Learning Faculty prize for hard work and
effort in her academic sport studies; Megan
Cheshire, Scarlett Lam and Zoe Whittington
all won prizes in the First Year travel writing
competition; Kauther Al-Robaie and Jemima
Richenberg have both been awarded two
Distinctions each for excellence in their
academic studies; Isla Mudie received
a prize for accumulation of merits and
a number of Bloomsbury girls including
Josephine Mortimer, Jemima Richenberg,
Kirstin Orr, Antonia Clark and Amber Patel
have all received “Being Bede’s Best
Awards.”
Finally, in the creative and visual arts
arenas, Daisy Noton was the recipient of the
“Fitter Stronger, Recharge Award for Music”
for sharing her love of music with other
children, mainly through her involvement
with the National Youth Orchestra Inspire
Programme and Emily Scott’s beautiful
snowflake design was selected to feature on
the school Christmas card,
As the end of term approached the girls
threw themselves into decorating the house
and preparing for the house party including
the festive themed Kahoot Quiz and guess
the tutor from the baby picture game.

The “can do” attitude was very much in
evidence in Deis House as well, led by
the prefect team who worked tirelessly
throughout the term, organising numerous
events for the House and weekly meetings.
During “Teacher Appreciation Week”,
for example, every tutor was offered a
personalised mug which was extremely well
received. Several charity events also took
place this term: students in Deis have been
busy raising funds for The Chailey Heritage
Foundation by setting up an in-house tuck
shop, organising two 5-a-side football
tournaments and, at the time of writing,
we are looking forward to a ”Woolly Hat
Wednesday”.
House competitions have certainly formed
part of the life of the House this term and it
has been brilliant seeing so many students
wearing the Deis yellow t-shirt with pride - a
special mention should go to Deis juniors
for winning the fiercely competitive House
Football competitions - a beautiful canvas
of the students celebrating their victory
has been mounted on the wall of the Junior
Common room.

with the traditional outing on which the
boys were treated to Mr Jones’ encyclopaedic
knowledge of local fauna and foliage!
Following this was the colour run – an
experience which brought new and old pupils
together – a great way to kick off the new
academic year.
On the Stud Poker night, Mr Abrams taught
the boys the finer points of poker playing
and between teaching them the difference
between a flush and a full house, he
even managed to weave in a bit of maths
teaching. The boys had a great night and
Tom Qin was the night’s big winner picking
up enough matchsticks to start his own
match company. Along with Film Night,
organised by Louis D and Rory G, Pizza
Night was also popular and it became
evident just how many pizzas 54 boys can
eat as a “snack”, with £300 worth of pizzas
disappearing in 20 minutes.

In Dicker, the House Debates or ‘Dickers!’
have been fought on a wide range of topics
including bullying, football teams, and
even which of two brothers (both in Dicker)
is the better sibling! In other news, Dicker
House has re-branded this term to push its
drive on equality, diversity and inclusion.
Our new logo celebrates the diversity of the
individuals that make up our house and the
whole Dicker community.
For the boys in Stud House, the term began
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ROUND THE HOUSES (CONTINUED)
In true Knights form, this term has been
hectic, with the boys in good spirits despite
the obvious daily challenges. As a real
positive, it has been fantastic to see their
resilience and adaptability skills flourish
during this time.

In Dorter House, the term started with a
cake bake and welcome tea party followed by
the Colour Run. Our new First Years enjoyed
a scavenger hunt and pizza night whilst the
Sixth Formers enjoyed their karaoke night.

Oktoberfest was celebrated following a trip
to Lidl to stock up with essential ingredients.
Despite the pouring rain, the BBQs were fired
up and the boys from Cambo came over to

enjoy a night of frankfurters, pretzels and
some non-alcoholic beer. In fact, it was such
a success that the girls held Oktoberfest 2
soon after – this time with better weather.
The Halloween party was followed by the
serious business of the annual inter-house
pumpkin carving competition; unfortunately
the girls just missed out on a podium
place but were proud of their pumpkins
nonetheless. Next up was the Guy Fawkes
party featuring a lot of chocolate followed
by the Kahoot Movie Quiz. The arrival of
the campfire pit was just in time for some
early Christmas decorations before some
of Dorter’s international boarders returned
home to quarantine ahead of Christmas.
Finally the girls began preparations, baking
for their charity Christmas market, selling
ginger bread biscuits, hot chocolate, apple
punch and brownies.

In House Competitions, the juniors and
senior football teams made it to their
respective finals, with the senior team
coming out as victors. Our music and drama
scholars have performed for us during our
weekly Knights assemblies (in-between
Cabaret rehearsals and music recitals) and
assemblies have also included a variety of
Kahoot quizzes, House prefect led sessions,
and lessons learnt from rugby!

Knights also held our charity week in
November. The chosen charity was again
the ABC Fund, a Sussex based charity
supporting under-privileged children and
their families in crisis with trips and treats,
that otherwise would not be possible. The
boys’ efforts in organising a Knights family
quiz night (remotely) was particularly
noteworthy; the boys took particular delight
in discovering that Mr Abrams’ actually
has a general knowledge Achilles heelchildren’s TV characters! The boys also
stepped up to meet the challenges of a
500 mile quadrathlon around the school
during the week and are to be commended
for their gusto, and appetites in supporting
the house charity tuck shop! The House has
to date raised just over £1,100 through its
JustGiving page.
Over the weekend, some of the prefect team
volunteered to put up Christmas decorations
around the House, adding the excitement of
the impending, and well deserved Christmas
break. We also enjoyed an afternoon of fun
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games and activities in the marquee for our
house party on the last day of term.

Charleston House has been doing some
work around its values and Freya Palmer
and Ella Napper have done a wonderful job
designing a new house logo inspired by King
Arthurs ‘Round Table’; the concept focuses
on the notion that all members of the House
are considered to be trustworthy and equal.
The new mentor program has promoted this
ideal and pairing up the juniors with a senior
mentor has proved hugely popular as are the
new house jumpers which look wonderful.
There was an incredible team effort towards

the end of term to transform the physical
house into a scene from ‘A Christmas Carol’
complete with Scrooge’s living room and
High Street! An even greater effort has gone
into decorating their individual common
rooms.

nature and hope for the future. All the boys
enjoyed taking part in making decorations
and it has been these simple pleasures that
the Dorms community have most valued and
enjoyed this term.

House spirit has been high in Dorms House,
with the whole house - all nationalities and
age groups – joining in with events such
as volleyball competitions and football
matches. Embracing the outdoors was a
definite theme throughout lockdown and the
Dorms boys were happy to do this knowing
there would be food at the end of it and
they particularly enjoyed using the outdoor
wood fire. More recently, the outdoor pizza
oven was also fired up and the boys enjoyed
cooking their own pizzas from scratch.
As Christmas approached, some of the
tallest of Dorms Upper Sixth boys were
enlisted to help Mr Hammond decorate the
School’s rather impressive Christmas tree.
The boys have also been busy decorating
the House with the theme of sustainability,

PSHE
Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) education supports
pupils to develop knowledge, skills and attributes needed to stay
healthy, safe and prepare them for life and work in the modern
world. PSHE education helps pupils to achieve their academic
potential, and equips them with skills they will need in the future.

international events, and in coordination with house assemblies.

In the Autumn Term, we have covered the following topics:
• New Year, New Start
• Life at Bede’s
• #BedesProud - Expectations
• Peace & international understanding
• Black History Month; the Conversations
• Black History Month/Bede’s Get Fit Week
• Black History Month/Mental Health Awareness Week
• Movember: Men’s Health & Wellbeing
• Make Kindness the Norm
• Anti-Bullying Week 2020: United Against Bullying
• International Men’s Day - Leading by Example
• World AIDS Day
These themes have been shared via our PSHE website with resources,
advice and guidance for pupils. The site has been shared in PSHE
lessons and via Google Classroom. Resources have included news
stories, debate topics, quizzes and videos. Each week has been
themed with relevant topical threads, linking to wider national and

A highlight included Black History Month, during which we aimed to
share, educate and celebrate black culture. By learning about the
past, we can choose to shape a better future - one which embraces
diversity, equality and inclusion. Pupils discussed racism and
discrimination, as well as slavery, Windrush and noable black men
and women in black history. We also shared a celebration of black
culture with a hub of resources on art, photography, ceramics, books,
carnival, dance, food, films, TV, games, music and sporting heroes.

Bede’s Senior School
Upper Dicker, Hailsham
East Sussex BN27 3QH

Pamela Nikiteas
Head of PSHE

T 01323 843252
bedes.org

Bede’s Senior School
Upper Dicker, Hailsham
East Sussex BN27 3QH

T 01323 843252
bedes.org

