
St.	Anne	Catholic	School	is	Taking	Measures	to	Protect	Others	and	Ourselves	

Maintaining	Healthy	Environments	

Schools	may	consider	implementing	several	strategies	to	maintain	healthy	environments.	

• Cleaning	and	Disinfection	
o Clean	and	disinfect	frequently	touched	surfaces	(e.g.,	playground	equipment,	door	handles,	

sink	handles,	drinking	fountains)	within	the	school	and	on	school	buses	at	least	daily	or	
between	use	as	much	as	possible.	Use	of	shared	objects	(e.g.,	gym	or	physical	education	
equipment,	art	supplies,	toys,	games)	should	be	limited	when	possible,	or	cleaned	between	
use.	

o If	transport	vehicles	(e.g.,	buses)	are	used	by	the	school,	drivers	should	practice	all	safety	
actions	and	protocols	as	indicated	for	other	staff	(e.g.,	hand	hygiene,	cloth	face	coverings).	
To	clean	and	disinfect	school	buses	or	other	transport	vehicles,	see	guidance	for	bus	transit	
operators.	

o Develop	a	schedule	for	increased,	routine	cleaning	and	disinfection.	
o Ensure	safe	and	correct	use	and	storage	of	cleaning	and	disinfection	productsexternal	icon,	

including	storing	products	securely	away	from	children.	Use	products	that	meet	EPA	
disinfection	criteriaexternal	icon.	

o Cleaning	products	should	not	be	used	near	children,	and	staff	should	ensure	that	there	is	
adequate	ventilation	when	using	these	products	to	prevent	children	or	themselves	from	
inhaling	toxic	fumes.	

• Shared	Objects	
o Discourage	sharing	of	items	that	are	difficult	to	clean	or	disinfect.	
o Keep	each	child’s	belongings	separated	from	others’	and	in	individually	labeled	containers,	

cubbies,	or	areas.	
o Ensure	adequate	supplies	to	minimize	sharing	of	high	touch	materials	to	the	extent	

possible	(e.g.,	assigning	each	student	their	own	art	supplies,	equipment)	or	limit	use	of	
supplies	and	equipment	by	one	group	of	children	at	a	time	and	clean	and	disinfect	between	
use.	

o Avoid	sharing	electronic	devices,	toys,	books,	and	other	games	or	learning	aids.	
• Ventilation	

o Ensure	ventilation	systems	operate	properly	and	increase	circulation	of	outdoor	air	as	
much	as	possible,	for	example	by	opening	windows	and	doors.	Do	not	open	windows	and	
doors	if	doing	so	poses	a	safety	or	health	risk	(e.g.,	risk	of	falling,	triggering	asthma	
symptoms)	to	children	using	the	facility.	

• Water	Systems	
o To	minimize	the	risk	of	Legionnaire’s	disease	and	other	diseases	associated	with	

water,	take	steps	to	ensure	that	all	water	systems	and	features	(e.g.,	sink	faucets,	drinking	
fountains,	decorative	fountains)	are	safe	to	use	after	a	prolonged	facility	shutdown.	
Drinking	fountains	should	be	cleaned	and	sanitized,	but	encourage	staff	and	students	to	
bring	their	own	water	to	minimize	use	and	touching	of	water	fountains.	

• Modified	Layouts	
o Space	seating/desks	at	least	6	feet	apart	when	feasible.	
o Turn	desks	to	face	in	the	same	direction	(rather	than	facing	each	other),	or	have	students	

sit	on	only	one	side	of	tables,	spaced	apart.	
o Create	distance	between	children	on	school	buses	(g.,	seat	children	one	child	per	row,	skip	

rows)	when	possible.	
• Physical	Barriers	and	Guides	



o Install	physical	barriers,	such	as	sneeze	guards	and	partitions,	particularly	in	areas	where	it	
is	difficult	for	individuals	to	remain	at	least	6	feet	apart	(e.g.,	reception	desks).	

o Provide	physical	guides,	such	as	tape	on	floors	or	sidewalks	and	signs	on	walls,	to	ensure	
that	staff	and	children	remain	at	least	6	feet	apart	in	lines	and	at	other	times	(e.g.	guides	for	
creating	“one	way	routes”	in	hallways).	

• Communal	Spaces	
o Close	communal	use	shared	spaces	such	as	dining	halls	and	playgrounds	with	shared	

playground	equipment	if	possible;	otherwise,	stagger	use	and	clean	and	disinfect	between	
use.	

o Add	physical	barriers,	such	as	plastic	flexible	screens,	between	bathroom	sinks	especially	
when	they	cannot	be	at	least	6	feet	apart.	

• Food	Service	
o Have	children	bring	their	own	meals	as	feasible,	or	serve	individually	plated	meals	in	

classrooms	instead	of	in	a	communal	dining	hall	or	cafeteria,	while	ensuring	the	safety	of	
children	with	food	allergies.pdf	icon	

o Use	disposable	food	service	items	(e.g.,	utensils,	dishes).	If	disposable	items	are	not	feasible	
or	desirable,	ensure	that	all	non-disposable	food	service	items	are	handled	with	gloves	and	
washed	with	dish	soap	and	hot	water	or	in	a	dishwasher.	Individuals	should	wash	their	
hands	after	removing	their	gloves	or	after	directly	handling	used	food	service	items.	

o If	food	is	offered	at	any	event,	have	pre-packaged	boxes	or	bags	for	each	attendee	instead	of	
a	buffet	or	family-style	meal.	Avoid	sharing	food	and	utensils	and	ensure	the	safety	of	
children	with	food	allergies.pdf	icon	

https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/coronavirus-questions-answers.html?WT.ac=p-ra	

https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/coronavirus-questions-answers.html?WT.ac=p-ra	
	
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html	
 

 

Cleaning and Disinfecting Your Facility | CDC 

Wear disposable gloves to clean and disinfect.; Clean 
surfaces using soap and water, then use disinfectant. 
Cleaning with soap and water reduces number of germs, dirt 
and impurities on the surface.Disinfecting kills germs on 
surfaces.; Practice routine cleaning of frequently touched 
surfaces.; More frequent cleaning and disinfection may be 
required based on level of use. 
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