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Charity Santa Relay
Raising funds for

Part of the Southam College Remembrance Day display

"We now look to the New Year with a real sense of optimism."
be, and living to our values
of kindness, confidence and
resilience.

The last seven weeks have
provided a variety of
challenges. Challenges
which have required all
members of our school
community to deal with
issues almost
unimaginable this time
last year e.g., mask
wearing, self-isolation and
remaining in year group
bubbles.
However, I am pleased and
proud to say that the school
has met every setback in an
honest and transparent way
and our pursuit of excellence
remains undiminished.
Excellence as defined by
being the best that we can

These values were
exemplified in the whole
school collection for a local
Food Bank. Donations were
larger than ever and
reflected the generosity of
students and their families.
They were further
exemplified in the work of
the student led Sixth Form
wellbeing society. The work
of this group lifted morale all
around the school when
each member of staff
received a post card and
small gift thanking them for
their work in supporting
students. These gestures
are memorable and so kind;
however, I must
acknowledge all students for
applying themselves so
diligently to their studies on
a daily basis in school, and
on the occasions when they
have had to self-isolate.
Throughout the course of
the term staff have
exemplified great resilience,

one of our key values, when
developing new skills in
delivering remote learning;
something we will continue
to develop as this has
proved so beneficial for so
many of students.
We now look to the New
Year with a real sense of
optimism. The introduction
of a new vaccine does
provide hope that normality
of some nature will return.
How soon that will be is
difficult to predict but
regardless we will look on
every situation as an
opportunity to learn and
enhance our practice. In
doing this we will overcome
setbacks and continue to be
a fantastic school where
students' talents are
nurtured and enhanced!
Have a super Christmas
and a very Happy New
Year. As always a heartfelt
thank you for all your
support.
Mr Samra
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New Sports Hall Open!

OPEN FOR BUSINESS!
Southam College is delighted to open
the doors of its new Sports Hall to
students.
The £2.5 million building offers fantastic
new Sports facilities and ICT
classrooms, further enhancing the
outstanding provision our students
experience. We are looking forward to
seeing our students and teachers make
the most of these state-of-the-art
facilities.

REMEMBRANCE DAY
Southam College’s Global Virtues ambassadors and
Year 12 prefects worked together with the our Craft
Club to create a whole school Remembrance display,
remembering all who fought for their country.
Thank you to Tom Peachey and Toula Thomas for
performing the Last Post superbly in commemoration of
those fallen or affected by war.
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Diwali Workshops
Year 8 Philosophy and Ethics students recently took part in our Diwali workshops
Students explored the meaning of Diwali, including the history and how Sikhs
celebrate Diwali world wide. As part of our workshops, students also got the
opportunity to create their own very Golden Temples.
Well done Year 8!

Hinduism Workshops
Year 7 Philosophy and Ethics students took part in our Hinduism workshop as part
of Southam College’s World Inclusivity Week 2020.
Each workshop was delivered by the ISKCON Education service. Students were
given the opportunity to explore the Hindu faith from the historical development to
how Hinduism is practised today.
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Hate Crime Awareness Kindness Day
Well done to our Year 7
student Sophie who
handmade a beautiful cross
out of red poppies and
delivered it to Galanos House
in Southam.
Such a kind and thoughtful
thing to do!
Well done to the winners of the Hate Crime
Awareness competition! We were really impressed
with the amount of entries we received.

Mrs Erroi
Head of Year 7

A big thank you to the Mayor of Southam, Nav and
Katrina who are both PCSO's for the Southam area
and also to Richard Dickson from the Centre for
Trust, Peace and Social Relations at Coventry
University who all attended the Southam's Amnesty
meeting today and shared their understanding
about Hate Crime and joined us in the awareness
campaign.
"It was inspiring to be with the students
to hear what they'd learned and were
applying in their daily lives to help build
peaceful communities. With one group
we even had a discussion about how
we need a British equivalent of
vergangenheitsbewaltigung so that we can better
understand who we are to enable us to have even
better relationships with people who we think are
not like us."
Richard Dickson, Mayor of Kenilworth

Year 12 Crime Society
Well done to Emily, Kirsty and Lauren they have
been working really hard in 'Crime Society' and
presented a fascinating and detailed PowerPoint
to the class about their chosen crime 'kidnapping'.
The students passion and hardwork shone through during their presentation to the
other year 12 crime society students. Great work. Mrs Southworth

7

Helping Hands Community Project
As part of Southam College World Inclusivity
week, we have been working with the Helping
Hands community project, collecting warm
clothes and coats for local vulnerable people.
We would like to say a huge thank you to Year 7
Gracie Rzeznik who asked all her friends and
family to support our project. She managed to
collect over 30 bags of warm clothes.
Your kindness will make a huge difference to
people’s lives and we are really grateful for your
kind donations!
‘Be the change you wish to see in the world.’

PTSA
Thank you to everyone who has supported us this year and helped us make a difference.
We really do appreciate it as it has been a tough and challenging year for everyone. We
are looking at different fundraising ideas for 2021 so look out on our Facebook page for
further details of these.
A special thanks to everyone who has sent in donations for the Lockdown Christmas
Hamper raffle. Good luck!!

JOIN OUR 100 CLUB TODAY AND YOU COULD BE OUR NEXT WINNER!
Do YOU want the chance to win cash prizes each quarter and support
school fund raising? We make the draws in January, April, July and October.
We’ll post winning numbers on the Facebook page and notify you by email.
It’s £5 a number and you need to set up a standing order payment with your
bank.
To join send us your contact details – Name, address, contact number and email to
southamcollegeptsa@gmail.co.uk. It’s as simple as that!

Please register today at no cost to yourself and help us make a BIG difference. For all
purchases made we will receive a donation. We currently have 88 supporters but it would
be great to get this up to 100 supporters in 2021.
Further details can be found on the Southam College website under the About section
or get in touch with us at southamcollegeptsa@gmail.com or via the Facebook page 8

Parking Near School
We appreciate that more people are using cars for school drop off and pick up to avoid
public transport at this time. A polite reminder, please do not block resident’s driveway
entrances when parking in residential streets near the school site.
Your support is appreciated with this matter.

A very special thank you to Mary and
Stephen West from the Gideons.
Mary and Stephen have visited Southam
College every year to conduct assemblies
and share their knowledge and enthusiasm
to support our students.
Mary and Stephen have decided to step
down now as they have been part of The
Gideons for 30 years.
We would like to wish Both Mary and
Stephen a fantastic retirement and a special
thanks from all at Southam College.

Year 11 Drama
Recently our Year 11 Drama students
stayed after school to perform a PPE of
their devised pieces. Students have had
5 weeks to create a performance from
scratch and the quality of the work we
saw was exceptionally high. Thank you to
parents/carers for your ongoing support
and congratulations to every single Year
11 student for embodying confidence, a
professional attitude and real resilience.
Mrs Cooper and Miss Dickinson

Year 7 Positive Postcards
Year 7 created positive Christmas postcards to
post to a residential care home in Ontario,
Canada in recognition of world kindness week.
Students designed the postcards with images
relating to Canada and Ms Brown was overjoyed
to receive nearly 250 entries for the 150 residents.
The residents at the care home will be alone this
Christmas and the positive words and creativity
shown by Year 7 students will really lift their
spirits during the festive period.
A huge thank you to all of the wonderful
students from Ms Brown.

Global Virtues and Cultural ambassadors

Southam College’s Global Virtues and Cultural ambassadors have been preparing shoe
boxes for Southam Food bank.
Well done to all students involved for showing kindness this Christmas!
Mrs Thomas, Head of Philosophy and Ethics

Welcome Mr McCrae

Gambling Talk

Southam College were pleased to
welcome Mr McCrae from HMP
prison Onley.
Mr McCrae discussed the prison
service with students from the Amnesty
Society, Crime Society and Global
Virtues and Cultural ambassadors. He
also discussed what it is like to work in
a prison and the how the prison is run.
Students asked great questions and
were enthused to learn more about
how prisons work in the UK

Character and Culture
Year 12 Boys Gambling Awareness
Statistics show that those most likely to
struggle with problem gambling are men
aged 16-25. In order to educate students
about the dangers of online gambling,
Tom from Gambler's Anonymous gave a
talk to Year 12 boys about the industry
and shared his own story. Thanks to Tom
for coming in and for the Sixth Form team
for their support in organising this, the
boys were all really engaged and moved
by Tom's words.
Mrs Cooper
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which has clarified the
law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of children of compulsory school age
are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular basis. The Supreme Court has made clear that
attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children must attend school on every day that they are required to do
so. As such, the parents of any child who is absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are
likely to be considered as committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996.
Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil Registration)
(England) Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence, the school are obliged to
act within the law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave is granted, head teachers are able to determine
the number of school days a child can be absent for.
It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the circumstances warrant
the leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made by the
‘resident’ parent.
Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own merits.
Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be required to be in
school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will be recorded as an
unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken against the parent(s), by way of a Fixed
Penalty Notice.
Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being issued to the
parent(s).
All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the Warwickshire
Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council

It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each
absent child, (for example 2 children and 2 parents, means each parent will
receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120 each, totalling £240 for both children,
this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days).
Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set
out on the notice, the matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s
Legal Services to consider instigating criminal proceedings under S444
Education Act 1996.
Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council’s Code of Conduct for Penalty Notices.
Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority

Warwickshire School pupils recorded 31,196 half day sessions
of absence due to holiday in the Autumn term 2019.
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