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Padma Kuppa, A Multifaceted
Warrior
By: Katya Datla and Anvitha Kollipara
“Everyone has a path to the truth and each person
has to find it for themselves” said Ms Padma Kuppa
November 2020. “I can be American but still
appreciate the culture I was raised in; India is my
spiritual homeland”
Padma Kuppa is an Indian born American, the first
indian immigrant in the Michigan Legislature and a
member of the Michigan House of Representatives.
A woman who through dreams and hardwork is a
warrior in the political field.
Ms. Kuppa moved to the United States in 1970 after
the civil rights and immigration laws changed. What
was first supposed to be a move for a few years
turned into many years and Ms. Kuppa ended up
staying till 1981. She moved back to Hyderabad,
India for her tenth grade and attended Stanley Girls
College for the next two years followed by further
education in Warangal. Ms. Kuppa’s mother told her
that if she ever wanted to move back to the States,
she needed to become a doctor or an engineer so
when she moved back in 1988, she moved as an
engineer.
When asked how shuffling between India and the
States changed her views on both the countries, she
said “One achieves not an either/or attitude but a
both/and attitude when faced with constant change”.
She claims her moves have built her as the
individual she is and she is thankful for the lessons
learnt through the shuffle.
After marriage and kids while still pursuing
engineering as a career, she saw a great problem
with public school funding when volunteering at her
kids’ schools. As a result she joined the political
field to better public schooling systems and ended
up finding her dream job. Ms Kuppa believes that
every time someone steps into a field where many
don't look like you or share the same background as
you, you’re shattering a glass ceiling of
expectations. While that’s wonderful it also means
that you have no one to mentor you which makes
the job that much harder.
Reflecting back on the years as a political leader, a
difficulty most faced was nothing but fear itself.
Doubting herself and the environment around
withheld Ms. Kuppa from running for office over
ten years ago but one step in 2018 changed that;
though that step caused attacks from others in
leadership positions and the citizens of Troy, it
landed her in a position where she was able to make
a difference and she was re-elected in 2020. Basing
her actions off the sayings of Eleanor Roosevelt, she
has managed to overlook the attacks on her and
gained the trust of many she serves for.
Ms. Kuppa opens up about the still existent struggle
women face with gaining respect in any field and
gives us a spotlight on how women leaders are
threatened with harm. “ I don't necessarily feel that
we have been protected enough,” says Ms. Kuppa
when talking about threats made towards her and
other women in political standing. Ms. Kuppa
believes no one should ever have to face
intimidation, no matter their gender, sexuality, race
or religion, she claims there is no excuse for the
world not to be up and arms against any kind of
discrimination.
She fought for women, water, schools and so much
more and has made great difference. Celebrating her
re-election in the year 2020 she opens up about an
event that assured her and made her believe in the
position she holds more than ever. That event at
hand was when a group of fourth graders visited the

Capital as a field trip and a little Indian girl in
pigtails that were slicked back with coconut oil,
shined with excitement. The little girl asked several
questions and was all over the place, bursting with
excitement. Her teacher kept yelling ‘Nivi stop
touching everything’; towards the end of the trip the
little girl pulls out a notebook and asks Ms. Kuppa
for an autograph. While signing, Ms. Kuppa looks
down at the young girl and asks her if her name was
Niveditha, her eyes just lit up. Ms. Kuppa says
“Some of us go through life and live in a country
where people are not used to your name or
mispronounce it, and when someone recognises you
and your name you don’t feel that alone anymore”.
Ms. Kuppa claims that the moment right there was
the assurance she needed that she wanted to be the
hope for many others out there to know that no
matter how you look or who you are there is always
a place for you if you believe.

(www.hermitagepizza.com), a youtube channel
showcasing their talents, a high-ranking on Google,
and have already won three notable mentions (the
top pizza website, the most active website, and top
result for their brand name on Wix, a popular
website building company).

Stai Calmo e Mangia La Pizza
(Stay Calm and Eat Pizza)
By: Vedeesha Reddy and Ania Gupta
What once started as a mere synergy project, has
now become an accomplishment surpassing 150
orders. What was it? Was it the credence? Was it
critical thinking? Was it courage? Or was it just the
result of pure hard work and maintaining character?
Let's
find
out
more!

‘Hermitage Pizza’ is a pizza company owned and
led by Pranav Pula (Technical Manager), Sachu
Kattoor (Advertising/Technical Manager), Anshika
Tibrewala (Backhand Manager), Aarav Nekkenti
(Advertising Manager) and, Ranveer Gandluru
(Website Manager), all of whom are only in the fifth
grade. A few days earlier, I was in conversation
with these young entrepreneurs and it was such a
pleasure to meet these future leaders. The company
started as a synergy project and has made its way to
becoming the top pizza website on Wix.
The young entrepreneurs started Hermitage Pizza as
an innovative idea for synergy but it has now
become a growing company that produces delicious
and affordable pizza upon order.
“First it started as a synergy project,” said Pula,
“But, on October sixth, two days before Synergy,
we thought of selling pizzas, and that was when we
sold our first pizza”. The team talked of that day
being the first chapter in their success story.

Their idea blew up and Hermitage Pizza now stands
with
an
official
website

Hermitage Pizza is unlike any other company, their
pizzas are much healthier. They use a selection of
three flours: finger-millet flour, whole wheat flour,
or barley flour. And they are proud to announce that
their company has already reached its break-even
point and has started generating profit.

Even though this is being led by little 5th graders,
their actions prove that not only do they have big
brains but big hearts as well. They give half of their
money to Ketto Fundraisers which is a charity that
supports those who cannot afford to pay critical
medical bills or need a start-up to support their
dream.
The order service of Hermitage Pizza is open from
10:30 A.M. to 8:00 P.M., and are selling through
their website via the Swiggy genie. Kudos to the
Hermitage Pizza team for passing on a healthy
message, as they’ve mentioned on their website,
‘Eat smart for a healthy heart’.

Though the company has hardly reached its peak as
of yet, the fifth graders have hope in their hearts and
a plan to eventually open up an actual restaurant.
From the Vipers’ Voice team, we would like to say
good luck and we are proud of all of the Hermitage
Pizza team. Keep up the good work!
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ACADEMICS
Editor In Charge - Ishika Adapa
GRADE 4
In Grade 4 English, the students have been
exploring the genre of realistic fiction and are
working on their summative assessments to solidify
their understandings of the same. As with their
weekly spelling tests, these have continued and the
class has done spelling activities along with them.
They have also been conducting a novel study on
the novel ‘Frindle’ by Andrew Clements.
Comprehension questions have also been an integral
part of this learning experience for the students. In
Mathematics, the 4th graders had just recently been
introduced to long division, and have thus been
practicing the same. A recap was also conducted on
previous units such as rounding, place value, and
multiplication. They have been exhibiting good
classroom behavior by working collaboratively and
making it a habit to give peer feedback. For their
unit of inquiry, the students have been learning
about what a city’s population comprises of, how
cities change, and how populations can be devised
and divided. They also had the opportunity to
present their learnings on a city of their choice to
their classmates.
These are a few articles done by Grade 4:
4A Articles
4B Articles

Staying Alive!
By: Eshanvik Grade 4 A
Have you ever wondered which biome you live in?
Well, I have! A biome is a large area characterized
by its vegetation, soil, climate, and wildlife. It is
like an ecosystem except bigger and more plants

Ecosystems
By - Rushank Grade 4B
Hello everyone my name is Rushank and this is my
article about “ECOSYSTEMS”. Let us take this
journey to figure out what ecosystems are and how
they help different living things including humans.
What is an Ecosystem???
An ecosystem is a large landscape full of animals,
plants, Rocks, Air, water, and soil, and many more.
Is there more than one ecosystem???
Yes, there are many types of ecosystems but they
are not called ecosystems, they are called biomes.
Biomes are smaller landscapes than ecosystems but
they are quite huge. For example the Ocean biome,
the Tundra biome or the Taiga, the Desert, and the
Rainforest, etc. Each biome has different things
living and nonliving like the desert has camels,
sand, and cacti, and the oceans have turtles, aquatic
life, water, and reef. The taiga has lots of snow, soil,
and pine trees. Animals in taigas have different
survival, defense, and attack mechanisms suitable
for their climate.

Human impacts:
You may be wondering, why this is titled human
impacts. Well, this is because human actions have
been impacting the environment for centuries.
Pollution, Agriculture by cutting forests, and killing
animals for food has been going on for hundreds of
years. These actions are a few examples of human
acts that have impacted the environment and its
ecosystems.
For instance, agriculture has reduced forest lands
forcing wild animals out of jungles. Deep sea
fishing and whale hunting by humans has changed
the food chain of ocean life impacting the ocean
ecosystem.
Air pollution caused by cars and factories using
fossil fuels give out carbon dioxide. Because of air
pollution, humans and animals suffer. Trees which
absorb carbon dioxide could not do it enough as
they were getting chopped down and this leads to
breaking down of earth's atmosphere. Which then

and animals. An ecosystem is a community of living
creatures like plants, animals including humans, and
micro-organisms in a certain region. Each member
of the ecosystem interacts with each other and the
nonliving parts of its environment, such as water,
air, and climate. Healthy ecosystems clean our
water, purify our air, maintain our soil, regulate the
climate, recycle nutrients and provide us with food.
They provide raw materials and resources for
medicines and other purposes. It's that simple: we
could not live without these ecosystem services.
Yet, humans impact the environment in many ways:
overpopulation, pollution, burning fossil fuels, and
deforestation. Changes like these have triggered
climate change, soil erosion, poor air quality, and
undrinkable water. These negative impacts can
affect human behavior and can prompt mass
migrations or battles over clean water. We as
humans have become dependent on luxuries such as
cars, houses, and even our cell phones. But what
does our love for manufactured metallic and plastic
goods do to the environment? Things like
overfishing,
deforestation
are
dramatically
impacting our world.
Every day we make choices in our lives that affect
the environment, the climate and other species.
There's a lot we can do to choose natural resources
and reduce our environmental footprint to leave
more room for wild animals and plants. Efficient
waste management is an important factor in
reducing environmental impact and promoting
sustainability. The three keywords are reduce, reuse,
and recycle which can reduce global impact and
conserve natural resources, reduce pollution, and
reduce our carbon footprint.Sustainability is
important
for
many
reasons
including:
Environmental Quality ,in order to have healthy
communities, we need clean air, natural resources,

and a nontoxic environment. Sustainability aims to
use our resources efficiently to benefit our campus
and
community.

leads to the other major cause of human impact
which is………….. Drum roll, please………….
Global Warming.
Global warming occurs when the atmosphere of
the earth breaks and allows more sunlight than usual
to come in the earth and the atmosphere heals and
traps the sunlight and because of this ice glaciers
start melting so animals like polar bears have a hard
time giving birth and catching food. One other
reason why the polar bears are finding it hard to
survive is that sea lions which are food for the bears
are dropping in numbers due to another human
impact Water pollution.
Ok now, we're on the final human impact which
is plastic pollution, which is the most dangerous
type of impact humans have caused. Because,
humans are not only harming ocean animals by
throwing plastic into the ocean but we are also
consuming plastic ourselves. How??? You may ask
me how ? So, fluids like water absorb
microparticles and sometimes plastic. Water could
absorb tiny pieces of plastic called micro plastics
which are invisible and when you drink that water
you are also consuming plastic.
So, Human impact has been spoiling the
environment and it's ecosystems.
Why should we protect the environment???
We should help the environment because by
doing so we help ourselves and our future. Carbon
dioxide levels will come down if we plant trees,
polar bears and other animals will get back their
food chain if we can plant more trees and grow
forests. Plants also give humans veggies for food so
we could prevent diseases like diabetes.
Actions:
Before I end this i would like to talk about things
we could do to help Ecosystems
1. Plant more trees
2. Eat less meat
3. Use cars less often
4. Try to use less plastic
5. Recycle
6. Don’t take plastic bags while shopping
And finally take your own materials such as cloth
bags while going to supermarkets.
Thank you All so much for reading this article. I
hope you liked it and that you all will… Reuse
Reduce and RECYCLE!!!!!

class does vocabulary words every week and atleast
one book of RAZ. For their Literature circle, the
students have come up with a new way to discuss
the story at hand, where in a certain chapter, each
student enacts a different role in the story writing
process, and can thus share their ‘experiences’ and
understandings of the novel. In Mathematics, the
topic at hand this month was coordinates, and with
this, the class was even able to draw a map of our
school. BODMAS was also introduced, with
students being exposed to the order of operations in
a more efficient and accurate method. Variables and
exponents have also been a core part of their
learning this month. In Spanish, the students are
being taught community vocabulary and have done
word searches to enhance this learning. Pronouns
and verbs are also being covered. In their unit of
Inquiry this month, the class has been learning
about explorers which has also covered the
challenges they faced and what they would go on to
discover. Sub-topics such as Polynesian explorers,
the Colonization of America, Time and Navigation,
and the Age of exploration have been covered so
far.

GRADE 5
In Grade 5 English this month, the class has been
making significant progress in their learning
curriculum. For their Writing unit, they are covering
biographies. This covers multiple aspects such as
the writing style, chronological order of events, the
skill of sourcing legitimate facts, organisation, and
articulate writing. In Reading, students are making
text to self and text to text connections, a critical
aspect necessary to truly understand a novel. The

What action can YOU take? Eat less meat. Plant a
tree. Eating fish has a much lower impact on the
environment, while other protein sources such as
nuts and organic soy are even less damaging to the
planet. Think about packaging before you buy
products Individually-wrapped candy uses resources
and generates a lot of trash, while fruits and
vegetables are healthier and mean less waste. Turn
off lights and other electrical devices when you
don’t need them. When light bulbs burn out, replace
them with energy-efficient bulbs, do not waste
water, recycle, and many more.
In conclusion I feel environmental pollution has
become a great concern to our planet. We need to
adapt various measures to reduce environmental
pollution. Some of them include planting trees,
reducing the use of non-renewable resources, proper
disposal of wastes, etc. Now that you know how
humans are damaging the environment, Would you
help save our earth and live an eco-friendly
lifestyle?

GRADE 6
MAP testing took place for the first time for the 6th
graders this month. Map tests are conducted grade
wise and help a student see where they stand on a
standardised test level. In English, Authors Hans
Christian Anderson and The Grimm Brothers were
being discussed. They are both classic children
book authors who wrote books in their own unique
style. In Humanities, students are learning about
Settlements and how they’ve changed throughout
time.They are also learning about how these
changes make a difference to the environment and
the people that surround it. You have mass, you
have volume, you matter! The 6th Graders are now
being introduced to Chemistry and have begun with
the concept of matter. The basic concepts of atoms
and molecules were also introduced. The Atomic
Theory was touched upon, including how atoms
turn into molecules, their size, and their movement
in different phases. In Music, students in groups of
2-5 have made a different form of music. They’ve
made electronic and online music by exploring the
different options available, resulting in the
production of unique and special pieces from all.
For Mathematics, the class is Learning about
fractions and decimals, mainly focusing on how
they can be converted and divided using shapes and
other methods. IXL is being used to practice sums
and keep track of student work and progress. In Art,
the main focus has been on the 7 elements of art,
with each element being analyzed and students
creating compositions to demonstrate their
understanding of the same.

©
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ACADEMICS
Editor In Charge - Ishika Adapa
GRADE 7
During the month of November, the students of
Grade 7 were introduced to many new concepts
across all subjects. In English, the students were
exposed to the intricacies of short stories and the
significance of mythology. A lot of core
mathematical concepts were discussed, including
sub-topics under Statistics and Numbers. In
Humanities, grade 7 students completed their
Migration unit and began their introductions to the
unit of Agriculture. Subtle connections between
both units were found and basic understandings of
the concepts were solidified. A lot of headway was
made in Science, beginning with the discussion of
Nutrition and diseases, and then moving into
chemistry based topics such as the Atomic structure
and the Periodic table. The month finished with the

GRADE 9
Grade 9 began the month of November with a few
new units. In chemistry, they finished the unit of the
periodic table with a written test and began learning
about chemical energetics, namely the different
types of fuel and the mode of calculation for change
of enthalpy, a method of being able to classify a
reaction as exothermic or endothermic. In physics,
Grade 9 covered a few sub-units of general physics,
including Hooke’s law, turning effects of forces, and
pressure. In biology, Grade 9 covered nutrition and
the digestive system as part of chapter 7. In Math,
the month began with completing the unit of
factorization and a test on the same, and then moved
into the chapter of quadratic equations. In English,
the students continued assessing and analyzing the
works of the poet Carol Ann Duffy. In History, the
class continued to assess the extent to which the
League of Nations was successful in the time period
where it was prominent. In Geography, the students
revised and conducted recaps of their previous
units. In Business studies, the class started their
second unit with the topic of motivating employees

unit of waves, a mainly physics based unit. In
Music, the software Audacity was used along with
an introduction to the chinese music style. In Art,
both Movement and Illusion drawings were
discussed, and compositions were done on both.
Watercolour works were also discussed during the
course of the month. In Spanish, general grammar
and vocabulary knowledge was improved on and
previous learnings revised. In Physical Education,
the students worked on their individual E-portfolios
to showcase their learning, and stayed active
throughout by doing Coach Raju’s one minute
challenges.

GRADE 8
In Grade 8 English this month, the students had
the opportunity to write their own novels,

using multiple theories such as the Herzberg theory
and the Taylor theory. In Art, students worked on
familiarising themselves with the human facial
features and the skills required to depict them. In
Music, the class learned about the classical time
period and the music of the same. In Spanish,
students began looking at the examination formats
and practicing the same. For those who take French,
they have been working on topics related to the
umbrella topic that is good food for good health.
Since then, the students had been studying and
revising for the end of semester exams that took
place in the last week of November. These were
their first-ever formal IGCSE format exams, which
helped them familiarise themselves with the format
and structure of the same.

GRADE 10
During the first week of November this year, the
grade ten students wrote their IGCSE mock exams
in all their subjects to get an idea of what their final
IGCSE examinations are going to be like. The
students also used this as an opportunity to see

something that not only gave them insight into how
to write a novel and its structure, but also allowed
them to express their thoughts and let their
creativity run free. In Mathematics, many units were
covered under the topics of Numbers, Statistics, and
Algebra. These were also practiced and self
assessed through classwork and homework sheets.
In Science, the Atomic structure unit was
completed, and project work was completed on
Ionic and Covalent bonds. They made a few 3D
models on Ionic and Covalent compounds with the
resources available. In Spanish, the ‘Mi Casa’ or
‘My House’ unit was completed, and an
introduction to the Conditional tense took place. In
Humanities, the unit of Globalization was
introduced and discussed in detail, including the
concept of McDonaldization that plays a crucial role
in understanding globalization for what it is.

where they stand, their strengths and weaknesses,
and what they might need to improve in and work
on. These were a good opportunity for students to
revise previous concepts and be more prepared for
their final examinations next semester. Since then,
they have begun learning the 5th block of IGCSE
Physics which is Atomic physics. This unit covers
the nuclear atom and radioactivity. In Chemistry,
grade 10 is currently working on chapter 14 which
is Organic chemistry, an important and critical part
of their course. In mathematics, they have started
working on mathematical sets. In Biology, the
students have begun learning about the human
reproductive system and will continue to do so in
the coming semester. In English, the 10th graders
have been reading through and working with a
detective novel by Agatha Christie called ‘The
Moving Finger’. In Music, a test was conducted for
the students on Mozart’s second movement and they
also continued to work on their solo performances
and their own compositions. In French, the class
worked on their oral speaking skills and practiced
for their aforementioned exams.
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Editor In Charge - Anvitha Kollipara
Dolls For the Discriminated
By: Aanya Datla
Most little girls all around the world love dolls.
When a 17-year-old girl, Ariella Pacheco was
growing up, she loved dolls. She says they were
easier to connect with. Ariella Pacheco felt that all
young girls and boys deserve dolls that they can
connect and bond with. Ariella Pacheco initiated a
movement to help all kids so they don't feel left out.
The reason she started the movement was because
kids tend to create the best bonds with dolls that
resemble themselves. Growing up, the American
Girl doll Pacheco chose for herself resembled her so
closely that she says it could have been her sister.
Kids find comfort and start to create a special bond
with dolls that reflect their own physical image such
as their racial heritage and rare medical conditions.
Finding dolls that have different racial heritages and
medical conditions is getting more and more
difficult. Pacheo was inspired by the Milwaukee
doll designer, Amy Jandrisevits, whose “A Doll
Like Me” movement customizes dolls for children
with disabilities. Pacheco decided that for her
school’s service project, she’d design and sew
unique dolls to donate to children with rare medical
conditions and racial heritage differences. To be
able to donate these dolls,Pacheco partnered with
Fresh Start Surgical Gifts in Carlsbad,
California.Fresh Start Surgical Gifts is a charitable
organization that provides free surgical and medical
treatment for children in need.
“The whole point of this project was trying to put as
much love into it as I could and hoped that the dolls
fully represented each child ”Pacheco said. I really
value and beauty is the little things. Each and every
kid is unique and so special in their own beautiful
way. Pacheco strives to help these kids see
themselves in a new light and really embrace their
very own beauty. The dolls she designed feature
many different kinds of unique aspects that
represent the child receiving the doll. For example,
one doll has a port-wine birthmark, another has
surgical scars, one with jaw alignment issues, and
one with facial anomalies.
Before Pacheco got started, she used YouTube as a
source for sewing and doll making tutorials, and she
even read up on the children she was basing the doll
on. She takes the minor details such as their favorite
pastimes and preferred color palettes to create a doll
that represents the child best. Her goal was to make
sure that each child could see themselves in her
creations while not wanting the things that set the
kids apart from their peers to be the most obvious
feature of the doll.
As Pacheco is still in school, she thought she
wouldn't be able to continue the movement but a
lady connected with Pacheco and told her that she

was interested in her project and would love to help
her continue. Together they plan to make sure that a
lot of children out there facing rare medical
conditions or physical deformities would feel like
they can be themselves and start to embrace their
very own beauty.

A World Not United

The world is growing increasingly divided, and this
is only one of the many divisive forces and issues
plaguing us today.

The Challenges of Schooling with
COVID-19
By: Nakyung Kim

By: Preksha Varshney
“Politics and religion mixed is the headiest
cocktail ever invented.”- Norah Bentinck
A teenage refugee from Chechenya beheaded &
murdered a beloved teacher named Samuel Paty.
His motivation was a Charlie Hedbo comic that the
teacher had shown to the students in a presentation
consulting free will. The comic in question featured
Prophet Mohammed, the political leader and
founder of Islam in a mocking and cartoonish
manner, showing insensitivity & disregard to Islam
& Muslims all across the world. The president of
France, Emanuel Macron made a few statements
regarding Paty’s death, promising him that he would
“defend the freedom” that he taught so well and
“bring secularism”. Before the now renowned
teacher’s death, Macron had made a controversial
and questionable speech, regarding the previous
situations with Charlie Hedbo’s comics and
terrorism provoked by the cartoons. Macron had
stated:“Islam is a religion that is in crisis today all
over the world”. “[Islam is] plagued by radical
temptations and by a yearning for a reinvented jihad
which is the destruction of the other.” He conveyed
and supported “Islamist sepertaism” throughout
France and having to retaliate it through the values
of the Republic. He spoke highly to build a “French
version of Islam” that would accomadate FrenchMuslims with the “French way of life”. . France and
Islam have had quite a history, already having past
tension, fueling the current anger even more. Their
rivalry dates back to 2015, in November during the
Paris terrorist attacks. In 2015, France had closed 3
mosques. In 2016, there were 20 mosques shut
down due to “hate speech”. In 2018, the EU antiterror coordinator stated that there were over 17,000
“radicalized muslims” in France. In 2019, the
French authorities closed 15 neighbourhoods, due to
them “spreading political Islam” ideas. Macron’s
statements aroused widespread anger throughout
Islamic countries, causing riots and infatuation
towards
France.
Turkey,
Pakistan
and
Indonesiadeclared Macron as an Islamophobe.
President Edrogan, the current president of Turkey
who had relations with Macron for quite some time
through gas reserves off Cyprus & over Nagorno
Karabakh, questioned Macron’s mental health after
his remarks. A number of Islamic countries have
even taken a stand to boycott France & their goods.

Schooling systems are changing all around the
world due to COVID-19. Though most countries
have switched to learning through online platforms,
each country has reacted differently and each
country has set up its own online learning systems.
Throughout my research, the change in schooling
systems that were most prevalent to me were the
Indian online schooling system and South Korean
online schooling system.
India, like many other countries, moved to online
learning as a response to the pandemic. Indian
education systems consist of government schools,
private schools and international schools. Schools
are also split up into different boards such as, State
board, CBSE board, ICSE board, Cambridge board,
IB board and IGCSE board. In a civilized society,
each generation expects the next to be better in all
aspects. The role of schools, primarily in India, is of
great importance. While switching to online
platforms, India strived to still continue with its set
goals and rigorous schedules. This meant that online
school was very similar to regular school with a
competitive and rigorous nature.
In South Korea, students are putting tremendous
pressure on the government to open schools even
after the spike of COVID-19 cases. The online
schooling system in South Korea was not able to
receive the same effect as it did in person. In
response, South Korea has allowed the phase-wise
opening of schools which remained closed since
March this year if certain regulations were
followed. The government stated that quarantine
and physical distancing measures should be strictly
enforced in schools and the number of students
physically attending class would be limited. After
the reopening of schools, nearly 3 million students
resumed classes.
Though the current schooling systems in both of the
countries differ greatly, both systems are effective
for their countries. Going to school so soon may not
have proved as effective for India but South Korea
was able to strictly enforce rules and regulations
that made this transition possible. Online learning
didn’t work as well in South Korea as it did in India
due to the learning systems that were previously
implemented. This is why every country isn’t able
to react the same way during this pandemic and
every country is learning differently.
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A Very COVID-19 Christmas
By: Preksha Varshney
As winter arrives and the break soon to begin,
many of us are thinking about how we can celebrate
Christmas this time around. How will the pandemic
affect us at such a previously jolly time? Will Santa
Claus be disinfecting all the gifts before we get
them? How will other countries be celebrating a
Covid-19 Christmas?
In the UK, restrictions and rules will be dismissed
for 5 days during the Christmas festivities,
approving a maximum of 3 households to celebrate
altogether. All of Santa’s cabins will be open
although sitting on his lap is being put off this year.
Christmas plays and theatre performances are to be
live streamed or recorded. Thankfully, there won’t
be anyone blocking the view this time!
Alike conditions have been arising across the world!
France will be allowing the population to travel
from December 15, on the circumstances that the
cases dip to 5000 a day. Let’s hope they can do it,
and achieve their goal!
In Belgium, households will only be allowed to be
in contact with one other person during Christmas.
Fireworks will be banned on New Years, similar to
Diwali here in India.
In Germany, they will be restricting and monitoring
the lockdown till December 20th. They plan to
loosen the rules over the Holidays. A maximum of
10 people will be permitted to gather and celebrate.
Spain will be having a similar Christmas, up to 10
people from three different households will be
allowed together on Christmas Eve, Christmas, New
Years Eve, New Years and the “Feast of Epiphany”.
The curfew will be prolonged from it’s usual
midnight to 1:30 am for Midnight Mass.
Poland has been more strict with their restrictions,
stating that only 5 people could be allowed to one
household, but only up till December 27th!
In Australia & New Zealand, up to 3000 people will
be allowed to join outdoor events, giving the go on
Sydney’s New Year Fireworks. Choirs consisting of
30 people will be permitted to perform together. The
indoor gatherings will be restricted to 15-30 people.

Christmas is looking normal for the Australians and
Kiwis!
Make sure to remain safe this Christmas, socially
distanced and perhaps celebrating with those in your
bubbles! Santa is luckily an essential worker, so do
look forward to presents under the tree this year!

Christmas Around the World

Now, coming back to our country, India. Compared
to other religious festivals, Christmas is not
celebrated as widely in India. Not a lot of people in
India celebrate Christmas due to the small number
of people who are Christians amongst the
population.
So, as we can see people celebrate Christmas
differently all around the world and all of the
traditions are beautiful.

By: Aanya Datla
Christmas is a holiday that we all know and love,
from the hot coco to decorating the christmas tree.
We all celebrate Christmas in different ways and
around the world, there are so many beautiful
traditions that we don't know about. So let's take a
dive and look at all the amazing ways people
celebrate this glorious holiday.
Let's start with the country where people go all out
for Christmas, the USA. The USA has many
different traditions because of its multicultural
nature. Many Americans go to Church to celebrate
the birth of Jesus on Christmas. Many churches also
have special Christmas Carols and events where the
story of Christmas is told. In America, people like
to decorate their houses with lights and sometimes
even statues of Santa Claus, Snowmen and
Reindeers. Some people even put out cookies and a
glass of milk as a snack for Santa on Christmas
Eve!
Now let's move onto another country. France, a
beautiful country with many amazing traditions. In
France, a Nativity crib is often used to help decorate
the houses. French cribs have clay figures in them.
During December, most towns and cities such as
Marseilles have fairs that sell Nativity figures.
In China, only about one percent of people celebrate
Christmas, so most people only know a few things
about this holiday. Because of this, Christmas is
often only celebrated in major cities.
On Christmas Eve in Greece children, especially
boys, go out singing carols or 'kalanda' (the word
for carols in Greece) in the streets. They often play
drums and triangles as they sing. Sometimes they
will also carry small model boats decorated with
nuts which are painted in gold. Carrying a boat is a
very old custom in the Greek Islands.

The 59th Presidential Election:
What’s Happening?
By: Anvitha Kollipara
Tuesday, November 3rd, 2020 marks the date of the
59th presidential election. This election has brought
an abundance of media attention. Joe Biden and
Donald Trump competed to be the 46th president of
the United States of America. It was a challenge for
the citizens of America to predict the outcome of
the election due to the abundance of swing states.
After days of waiting, Joe Biden and Kamala Harris
won the election by a margin of 74 electoral college
votes. There has been an outbreak of protests that
were suspected in certain states due to the outcome
of elections. Thankfully, protests have slowly died
down due to many imposed regulations.
Kamala Harris has made history as the first female
vice president of the United States of America and
has inspired many young women to consider roles
in politics. Joe Biden was the 47th vice president
and he has now assumed the role of the 46th
president of the United States of America.
Although Kamala Harris and Joe Biden should
already be two months into the presidency, they are
yet to assume office due to court cases that were
raised against them and the voting system. Time can
only tell when these court cases will be passed and
Biden will be able to assume his role as the vice
president. Regardless, Joe Biden and Kamala Harris
have a very strong following, and many people are
looking forward to all of their accomplishments
during their time in office.
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A World from the Past
By: Zander Coulson, Dheer Reddy and Samaira
Reddy Bezawada 1A
I love dinosaurs because they are so big, scary and
very interesting.
Zander:
My favourite dinosaur is the Diplodocus because
they are gentle and have kind faces. I also like the
Triceratops as they remind me of the rhino which is
one of my favourite animals because it’s the best. If
dinosaurs were still alive it would be scary and there
would be a lot less room as they are massive. It
would be fun to have a pet dinosaur because you
could ride it.

Dheer:
The Spinosaurus has a long mouth to catch prey.
Tyrannosaurus rex is the king of the dinosaur’s. if
dinosaurs were real i would ride on a t rex but also
dinosaurs are real they are just evolved like the
spinosaurus is now a turkey and a t rex is now a
chicken.

Samaira:
My favourite dinosaur is a Quetzalcoatlus because it
can fly. It is the largest flying animal of all time. It
is as big as a Giraffe. If dinosaurs were still alive
people would get stomped on. People wouldn't have
houses to live in. I am happy dinosaurs don’t exist
anymore because humans are safe without them.
But I wonder if dinosaurs live on other planets in
another solar system.

Edwin
My favourite holiday is Christmas because it is a
fun holiday. You can get presents and celebrate the
birthday of Jesus. My favourite Christmas songs are
Santa Claus is coming to town, Rudolf the red nose
reindeer and jingle bells.One day on Christmas we
got walkie talkies and also we got a cotton candy
machine. Last Christmas we went to South Africa
and we had a waterslide and spiderman bouncy
castle in grandpa and grandma’s garden. During
Christmas we put up a Christmas tree and Christmas
lights. We eat Christmas cookies. My favourite is a
gingerbread man.

Kaarthika
Diwali is my favorite festival and holiday
because we can dress up in new clothes and burn
fire crackers. We also can paint colorful diyas and
decorate them all around the house. We can
celebrate with family and friends. This past Diwali,
my sister and I decorated our room with flowers and
diyas. My grandparents sent firecrackers that are
safe and cause no pollution. We did Lakshmi puja
and distributed sweets and gifts to our neighbors.
My favorite part of Diwali is that my house looks
super bright and colorful.

happiness. Holidays are a time to have fun and do
stuff that we want to do. I hope your holidays are as
fun as ours’. Wish you all a very merry christmas
and corona-free new year.

Our Internet School
By: Lillian Bosman
We are currently in online school because of Covid,
a global pandemic. I prefer physical school because
we can see our friends and play in the playground,
eat at snack time at the canteen and learn with my
friends and teachers in a classroom. Even though I
miss school I like online school because we can
sleep late and I get to spend a lot of time with my
family.
What I learnt this year in online school was about
inventions and innovations. I learnt the the inventor
of the television was Philo Farnsworth and without
the television we would not be able to watch
movies, videos and sports.
Something I do to spend my time at home is using
my imagination to build houses on minecraft. A
new book I read was The witch who was afraid of
witches and I coloured a lot of pictures. I also like
doing the STUCO challenges because they are fun
and we can use our creativity.

In 2021 I wish to go back to physical school! I am
gonna miss my mom's hugs when I go back to
school but I am looking forward to seeing my
friends again.

RACING MOTORCYCLES
By: Havish Ganta Grade 2B

Nirmanyu
On the day of new year, I meet my friends and
give them greeting cards and wish them a happy
new year. We cherish old memories and welcome
new ones. It is the most exciting day of the year. We
welcome the new year with lots of love and
happiness. Many people make new year resolutions
and my resolutions for the year 2021 are: to make
many friends, to learn guitar well, and study well.

The first Motorcycle was invented by Gottlieb
Daimer and Wilhelm Maybach in 1885 in Germany.
The early Motorcycles were framed like bicycles
with gas engines. The main parts of a Racing
Motorcycle are wheels, Handles, Seat, Engine.
Now, let’s learn more about racing Motorcycles.
The first motorcycle race was held in 1897 in
England. This was electrifying for the people as
they were watching a motorcycle run faster than a
Horse. So the Americans also encouraged the new
sport. In 1904, the sport became official.
Except, since there were poor track conditions and
high speeds, it caused many problems for the early
racers. Due to the high speeds, the racers still face
terrible injuries. Maintenance was a constant
problem and the tracks lasted only two to three
years. This almost led to the closing of the sport
permanently.
However, a few years later, the technology was
advanced and motorbikes were made with high
blazing power and heavy suspensions. Now, the
sport is popular worldwide and also the races have
been developed to be off-road.
The Isle of Man Tourist Trophy is one of the
World’s famous Motorcycle races. This race began
in 1907. A series of races take place for 2 weeks of
non-stop danger. The track consists of looping roads
around an island. There are over 400 turns in the
race, and the racers have to be rapid and precise in
maintaining their time and their focus.

Holidays Around The World
By: Kaarthika, Edwin and Nirmanyu Grade 1B
Holidays are special because people need
holidays otherwise they will feel bored and dull and
holidays are fun because they give us merry and
happiness. We eat special food and spend time with
our families and friends and we play fun games like
snakes and ladders or have a barbecue. Holidays are
also fun because we can meet cousins and
grandparents.

No matter the holiday, all we do is spread

So many innovations were made to racing
motorcycles and so now motorcycles have many
more features and they go at such huge speeds and
due to this they are exciting to ride therefore, I
would love to become a racer when I get older.
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Plan Before You Take Action
By: Hannah Oh 2B
Why should people make a plan before taking
action? People take action because they have
something that they require, and they don’t want to
fail in a particular work, so planning will result in
less failure. You can plan from anything to
everything, small to big, etc, either it is, wanting to
learn new things, to adopting a pet, wanting to learn
a two-wheel bicycle, etc.
In my case, I would like to adopt a small dog. So
adopting a dog is my goal for next year. For
adopting a dog, I made my own action plan. Here is
my action plan. Number one, learning about dogs! I
should learn about the dog’s type, character, what
they like or dislike and what they eat. Number two,
making a good environment for dogs. I should
prepare their house, cage, food, water, toys, leash,
etc for the dog in advance. Number three, checking
the place for adopting dogs. I should ask my parents
where we can get a dog safely.
An action plan is a list of tasks to do before
achieving a goal.

The moon is in the orbit around Earth. The moon,
when we see it from earth, it seems to look really
tiny like a MINI cheese ball, but in fact, the moon is
quite big. Did you know when asteroids and
Meteoroids crash into the moon they make little
bumps Like a bowl? The moon is three lakhs
eighty-four thousand kilometers away from the
earth.

The Repercussions of The
Pandemic on Animals
By Virat Reddy 3B

First, it should be detailed, because if it’s not
detailed you would get confused as to what you
have to do for your goal. Second, it should be
realistic. If you make unrealistic plans, then it may
become difficult to carry out.
Finally, it should have a deadline. Deadline means
the date the goal should be completed. For example,
if you don’t make a deadline, you can postpone your
action plan so the goal you want to achieve will
keep on getting pushed off so you might never get
your goal achieved.
By doing this, it will make it easier to track
progress, increase productivity, and will keep you
focused. If I make a plan before action, it’s good
because I can reflect.

The World is fighting against an invisible opponent
that has forced us all to push the PAUSE BUTTON
on our lives. Humans are increasing their exposure
to wildlife and the disease they carry. Due to the
effect, the stray animals are not getting proper
shelter or food, people are terrified due to covid-19,
they believe even the animals can spread the virus.
This was in the initial stage of lockdown
This belief formed because, on May 12, 2020, a
Tiger in New York City had been reported to be
‘affected of COVID -19’ due to contact with a
human.

Here are some of the reasons why books are better
than movies: firstly, you can imagine anything you
want in a book the way you want to, whereas, in a
movie, you see what the director wants you to see
and imagine. A couple of other reasons why books
are better than movies is that they are portable,
which means you could take them on a plane or a
new house, whereas, movies can not be taken with
you. Books are more detailed, like take Harry potter
for example, in the book J.K. Rowling explained
how the castle and Hagrid's hut look like and so on,
but the movie did not explain it with such specific
details. Books can last longer, as they are durable,
and to add on to that, you can read at your own pace
and take it back a little to catch something you
missed, however, in movies it goes on continuously,
and last but not the least, once you read a book and
you are done with it, your imagination goes wild
and it stays in your mind for a longer period.
Even statistics arguably show that many people find
books more interesting than movies and say that the
movies just ‘spoiled’ the experience that the book
gave them. I hope you enjoyed my reasons why
books are better than movies. Now, do you think
that books are better than movies? See you next
time!

Leading a Healthy Lifestyle
By: Aaradhya Nekkenti
Hi! My name is Aaradhya Nekkenti and today I am
going to be discussing how to lead a healthy
lifestyle. First off, I am going to explain why we
need a healthy lifestyle. Leading a healthy lifestyle
can prevent chronic diseases, illnesses and it can
bring up your self-esteem. Now I am going to
discuss different ways to lead a healthy lifestyle.
Firstly, you need fresh air, freshwater, food and
most importantly, exercise, as it's good for your
body.
Here are 10 tips for a healthy lifestyle: don’t eat a
lot of unhealthy food, drink plenty of fluids, eat
varieties of food, enjoy plenty of fruits and
vegetables, maintain healthy body weight, reduce
salt and sugar, eat regularly, and control portion
size. Now, let’s learn about fat!
Any fat that's not used by your body's cells or
turned into energy is converted into body fat. If you
eat too much sugar you will have fat. Statistics
show that only three percent of Americans are
living and leading a healthy lifestyle, and there are
many other countries with even smaller percentages.
We need to increase these percentages, we need to
take care of ourselves and keep ourselves healthy!
Now, I have a question for you, do you want a
healthy lifestyle or not? If you ask me, I would pick
a healthy lifestyle because I believe everybody
needs to have a healthy lifestyle to be happy and
stay away from possible diseases. Now I request
those who have read this article to motivate
themselves to keep themselves healthy, fit, and
inspire others.

Space Maze
By: Ayra Reddy 3A
In space, there are eight planets. However, some
scientists believe that there are nine planets, which
are Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn,
Uranus, and Neptune. These scientists believe Pluto
is also a planet whereas, some of them think it is a
‘dwarf planet’ which should not really be
considered according to me. Now that you know all
the planet’s names let’s move on and get to know
about the space Station!
The first Space station program was launched 50
years ago, the space station got upgraded and now
we have a better version of the space station. The
international space station is a large spacecraft in
the orbit around earth . You must be wondering how
they brush their teeth, there are 2 ways of brushing
your teeth in space. The 1st way is to brush and
swallow the paste, and, the 2nd way is to spit it and
then put it in a cover. Did you know that every
astronaut takes turns to go to space, they switch
every 4 months, and that there is a maximum group
of seven to go to the space station? Each group is
sent with a mission they have to solve. Right now
NASA and SpaceX have clubbed together and have
been working as a team, even small space
workshops are working with NASA and SpaceX.
Nasa has said to the little workshops that they make
the rockets to take astronauts to space and NASA
and SpaceX will train the astronauts. Now let’s
discuss the MOON.

However, now the people started to come out to
help the animals, even in the wildlife the animals
are happy now and roaming even in the city or
nearby places, as they got no visitors for a long
time. The animals used for entertaining the crowds
with the dances and the tricks are relaxed now and
free from the chains. I also wanted to share with you
all that the elephants and camels which are used for
commercial purposes are mostly blind, they hit
them with sharp spikes and the weapons are
camouflaged to look like harmless bamboo sticks.
The wounds are covered with paint or with some
fancy colorful clothes, However, I am happy now,
that at least due to the pandemic they are free and
relaxed for some time.

Books vs Movies, which one is
better?
By: Suriyah Sneeringer 3B

Hello, my name is Suriyah Sneeringer and I will be
conveying my opinion about if Books or Movies are
better. In my opinion, Books are the best because
they give you a lot of knowledge and you can gain a
wide range of vocabulary just by reading them.
Firstly, Books do not strain your eyes like when you
see television or a movie screen. Secondly, in my
opinion, movies are not as knowledgeable as books.
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Formula 1
By: Saurya
Formula 1, also known as F1, usually has 8 teams
competing in a series of rounds and races. Each
team names two race drivers for each round of the
championship. They compete individually in the
drivers' championship while their combined points
go towards the team's tally in the constructors'
championship. The driver and team with the most
points at the end of the season are crowned world
champions. Lewis Hamilton is currently in the lead
for Mercedes with 307 points, and good 110 points
ahead of 2nd place Valtteri Bottas, also for
Mercedes with 197 points. With only 3 races left
and no way to get beaten, Lewis Hamilton got yet
another world title after winning the Turkish Grand
Prix, equalling the record held by Michael
Schumaker of 7. With the Mercedes drivers both
being in the top 2 of the constructor championship,
totalling 504 for Mercedes, and with only 3 races
left, it is looking like Mercedes might walk away
with the championship yet again.

Ahmedabad, will be included in the IPL roster
before anyone else. The names of Lucknow /
Kanpur, Pune will only come for discussion if the
BCCI decides to increase more than 1 team for IPL
2021 or IPL 2022. The 2021 season might also hold
a mega auction, where teams can completely rebuild
their team. The current champions, Mumbai
Indians, won the 2019 and 2020 season, so now
they’ve won back to back titles, which brings up
their 5th title. The orange cap was awarded to KL
Rahul, The Captain of Kings Eleven Punjab, who
scored 670 runs in 14 matches. The purple cap went
to Kagiso Rabada, for DC, who got 29 wickets in 17
matches, with a 4 wicket haul in Qualifier 2 against
SRH. The best catch of the season was when
Manish Pandey took a diving catch to get Ishan
Kishan out, in SRH’s last game of the league stage
against MI.

DANCE
By: Sreevatsa K

GOLF
By: Saurya
The 2020 Masters took place from 12th November
to 15th November 2020. Dustin Johnson, of U.S.A.,
won the 2020 Masters, with an amazing score of 20
under par, or -20, after 4 rounds of golf. Second
place went to Cameron Smith, of Australia, and Im
Sung-Jae, of South Korea, who tied with a score of
15 under par. Upcoming tournaments include the
Match: Champions for Change taking place on 27th
November, and Mayakoba Golf Classic taking place
from December 3rd to 6th, for this year. The 2021
Masters is scheduled to take place from April 8th to
11th, 2021. Tiger Woods would probably be the first
name to pop up to your mind when mentioned golf,
and although he took part in this year’s Masters, he
didn't so well, scoring a 10 on one of the par 3s, and
finishing with a total score of 1 under par, or -1.

Now imagine dancing to your favourite song,
regardless of the emotion that arises, your story will
always be different from anyone else’s. Your
creativity is limitless. You get to be whoever you
want to be and express whatever you feel, at any
given time, and your dance will always be unique
because it’s reflective of how you interpreted the
music. Dance is not only a language, but it is also
“listening.” After the sound, music, and movement
stop, enter into silence. In this silence, one can
absorb the qualities evoked during the dance. This is
the most important part of the dance.

Gymnastics
By: Dhriti Kadakia
“We can push ourselves further. We always have
more to give.” said Simone Biles.
Simone Biles, the world’s best gymnast, she
brought back 19 gold medals for home country.
Gymnastics is a rhythmic combination of strength,
agility, coordination, and physical conditioning. A
true inspiration to all of us, Dipa Karmakar, a proud
Indian was the first Indian female gymnast ever to
compete in the Olympics, and shockingly the first
Indian gymnast to do so in 52 years. 24 year old,
Dipa returned from a long lay off, where she
underwent a career-threatening knee injury and
surgery, to start with a gold medal on the vault at
Mersin in Turkey, claiming the World Challenge
Cup title with an average score of 14.150. Women
weren't permitted to compete in gymnastic events
until the 1920s.However, over a period of time with
improvement in the society and people’s mindset,
the world has become more modernised.

Wheel-Chair basketball
By: Dhriti Kadakia
“Pain can weigh you down, but a simple smile can
lift you up”.

Indian Premier League
By: Saurya

The Indian Premier League (IPL) is a professional
T20 cricket league in India usually played every
year by eight teams representing eight different
cities or states in India. The IPL is the mostattended cricket league in the world and in 2014
ranked sixth by average attendance among all sports
leagues. There have been thirteen seasons of the IPL
tournament. The venue for the 2020 season was
moved due to the COVID-19 pandemic and games
were played in the United Arab Emirates, and dates
were from September 19th to November 10th. As
the Board of Cricket Control of India (BCCI)
contemplates the expansion of IPL 2021, one city,

Dance is more than exploring different ways to
make a shape or learning a series of steps to music;
it is a way of moving that uses the body as an
instrument of expression and communication.
Through dance, people learn teamwork, focus, and
improvisational skills. Dance awakens new
perceptions in children which help them learn and
think in new ways. Dance also enables students to
better understand themselves and the world in
which they live. Through dance, teachers can often
teach children to recognize the contribution of all
cultures to the fabric of our society and increase the
understanding of diversity and values of all people.
Dance also enhances skills of perception,
observation, and concentration which will
undoubtedly help students in all of their school
subjects. And let’s be honest here, dancing is THE
workout. All parts of your body are used, from the
core to muscles. Your range of movement is way
bigger than any training, as you tense, stretch,
expand, contract and relax all the muscles into
leaping, jumping, extending, and landing on the
floor (hopefully, as gracefully as you can). As a
result of this exploration of movement, dancing gets
you to be more aware of your body more than any
other sport.
Just think of how unique our bodies are already.

Every injury comes with its own journey and
challenges. Practicing, joy and happiness are all
interconnected. Each aspect of sports is important
for the body, but being injured limits these
opportunities. However, a disabeld person doesn’t
let these opportunities be taken away from them.
Despite the difficulties and the excruciating pain
they may face everyday, they fight a battle which is
hard to experience but easy to say. To play a sport
while you're disabled, regardless of how small or
big the injury is, it still takes a lot of courage and
motivation to do so. In the 1940’s, wheelchair
basketball was first announced as a sport. As
difficult as it might sound, it definitely is an
inspiring moment for each of us to withstand. It is
included in the paralympic games. The men's
competition was won by Great Britain, with the
United States winning silver and Australia winning
bronze, in 2018. The game truly was a unique and
inspiring experience.
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High School Production
By: Zara Xavier
One of the most awaited events of the school year
is the high school production. Each year the
production directors, teachers and students get
together to plan an elaborate musical which is
eagerly anticipated. This year, high school students
will be doing The Addams Family Musical as their
production. The musical is about the eccentric
Addams family, and their 18-year-old daughter
Wednesday, who falls in love with Lucas Beineke, a
boy from a ‘normal’ family. In the play, Wednesday
invites the Beinekes over for dinner where they
must all get along well for one ‘normal’ night. This
show is entertaining, interesting, and funny!
While the coronavirus has affected the production,
the directors and cast have made sure to find ways
to have virtual rehearsals and practices three times a
week to be ready for show night. While rehearsals
have been temporarily paused, they will resume in
December, and continue till the end of February.
Once practices resume, Ankush and Aanya will be
heading practices for the first three weeks, then
Hemanjali and Anish for the next three weeks, and
finally, Tanya and Marco for the final three weeks.
Each directing pair will cover seven scenes each,
and will decide when rehearsals take place. While
the music and props teams have been affected due
to COVID, they’re still hard at work. Students have
been working hard and are aiming to memorize all
their lines before rehearsals resume. This will
definitely be a production worth watching, so look
out for the Addams Family musical, coming out
early 2021!

MUN
By: Mahitha Kolli
MUN is a debate where each delegate is given a
crisis and country to argue in the place of while
listening to delegates of other countries. Students
get the chance to enhance their discussion skills and
learn how to participate in different debates. ISH
has been doing an amazing job actively
participating in MUNs throughout the course of this
semester.
Students attended KISMUN hosted by the
International School of Kodaikanal in October.
They were a part of several fascinating committees
such as: Commission On Status Of Women (CSW)
which focused on women who are immigrating or
moving from war-torn countries, those who are
disempowered or unprivileged and the overall
impact of COVID-19 on them. The Lok Sabha
Committee, which talked about coming up with
solutions to the drug crisis amongst the Indian
youth. Futuristic Continuous Crisis Committee
(FCCC), a committee that took place in 2150 where
the planet we inhabit fails to survive while its
failing politics dragged it down more. The Special
Political & Decolonisation Committee, which
discussed how to bring political stability to
Venezuela.
Students also participated in the Act To Impact
MUN that took place from November 20th to 22nd.
The committees that students participated in are as
follows: The World Health Organization Committee
(WHO), which focused on maintaining health and
safety practices in the 21st Century. The United
Nations Environment Program Committee (UNEP),
which talked about the impact and the position
sustainable energy technology has in the process of
urbanizing cities. The United Nations Development
Program (UNDP), which discussed the way to
transition towards a lower carbon economy. The
UNESCO Committee, which looked at the
evolution of science and technology in the post-

COVID world. Lastly, the UNICEF committee
which went over the importance of modern
education in eradicating hunger, poverty and
enhancing globalization.
Participating in these MUNs was a great
opportunity as all the students enthusiastically
contributed to heated debates and interesting
discussions. Our school will be participating in the
upcoming Harvard MUN and is also devising a plan
for the annual ISHMUN which many students will
be sure to attend as it will give them an opportunity
to grasp knowledge and enjoy themselves in the
process.

Choir/La Voce
By: Mahitha Kolli
“Where words fail, music speaks.” ― Hans
Christian Andersen
The students in Choir and La Voce could surely give
world-class singers a run for their money! These
hard working students have been practicing songs
such as Rainbow Nation, Carol Of the Bells and the
Nutcracker to chorus out for us. This wonderful
performance took place on December 5th at the
Westin and it was absolutely euphonious. Here are
the links to the photos: Winter Concert and the
videos: Winter Concert Recordings. Students
have also been meeting up every week for virtual
choir where they practice Carol Of The Bells and
have recently combined their voices to create an
acapella rendition.
Though in the depths of the tunes, students have
finished working on a music project that celebrates
the 180th anniversary of the famous composer Pyotr
Ilyich Tchaikovsky which was initiated by the
Centre Of Russian Science and Culture, located in
Chennai. Recording the music in school, they have
combined them to create an online show that surely
blows us all away! Here is the link: ISH La Voce
2020 NovThe musicians behind this concert are
none other than the following students: Anish
(G12), Akshun (G11), Laya (G11), Hemanjali
(G11), Siddarth (G11), Jasmine (G9), Nalini (G9),
Manya (G9), and Akshath(G9). Keep up the great
work, singers and instrumentalists!

STUCO
By: Ridhi Nemala
In one of our previous updates from the Head of
the school, Dr. Tooher mentioned a serious problem
that is arising during this pandemic, which is
burnout. It is hard for us to be indoors, not being
able to go to school and see our friends and
teachers. Luckily for us, STUCO comes to the
rescue!
Every week STUCO comes up with fun
challenges and themed spirit days to keep us
entertained and motivated. Spirit days are always a
hit: Paper hat day, World food day, Halloween,
Pinktober and Movember, Rivalry day, Pun day and
Pet day. The newest addition to the spirit days is
Christmas Spirit Day!
It is amazing to see creativity come alive by
participating in fun challenges like the Viper’s Chef
Challenge, Funny Caption Challenge, Music
Challenge and STUCO logo challenge. Great job,
Nirvaan (G10) for designing the amazing STUCO
logo! Arriving in Holiday Spirit is Secret Santa for
secondary school and the Wholeschool Christmas
Decorating Challenge!

If you are in High School and interested in
becoming a STUCO executive, elections are coming
up soon, get your speeches ready!
Burnout and boredom can be avoided if you
continue to participate in STUCO activities. If you
have any ideas to make these challenges more fun,
please reach out to your class reps. You never know,
the next fun challenge can be your idea!

Mock Trial
By: Ridhi Nemala
The internet and being online has replaced
everything we used to do physically: school,
classes, and even Physical Education. The newest
addition to our online situation is ISH’s very first
Mock Trial: The Judicium. In the first edition of the
Vipers’ Voice, we mentioned that the mock trial
participants were being delegated work, taking up
roles of judges, witnesses, jury members, or
attorneys, doing research, and preparing for the
Mock Trial.
The court which consisted of 20 to 30 participants
was split into 2 groups: The Prosecution (the group
that is accusing) and the Defense (the group that is
defending the cause). ACLU, Plaintiff vs The State
of New York, Defendants. The case was about
Capital punishment (Death Penalty), ACLU
American Civil Liberties Union, (Plaintiff) took the
state of New York (Defendants) to court over a
contentious topic, the death Penalty. They stated
that:
The Plaintiff says that Death Penalty violates the
5th, 8th, and 14th amendments therefore the Death
Penalty should be abolished.
All felons currently on death sentence should be life
sentenced instead.
After much debating and providing evidence they
took a vote and the conclusion was to keep the
Death Penalty.
The Mock Trial was a huge success and everyone
did an amazing job. We would like to thank the
amazing mock trial team, Tanya Shizan (G11),
Hemanjali Karedla (G11) and Adhvith Reddy
(G11), for working hard to put this together, and
congratulate Saahil Vohra (G10), Ishika Adapa (G9)
and Prakhar Varshney (G12) for winning the best
attorney award. The mock trial team would also like
to thank Mr. Ram and Mr. Vivek for guiding them
and sharing their experience and feedback.
For the full videos of each of the case proceedings,
all the official documents and detailed resources for
Mock Trial participants, visit The Judicium website
here
The participation forms are now open! Everyone
who wishes to sign up and take part in the
upcoming Mock Trial event, please click the link
below. Sign-ups close on January 1st and are on a
first-come-first-serve basis.
Click here for Participation Form
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POP CULTURE
Editor In Charge - Jyothika Mantena
Movies!
By: Chakrika Kalladindi
Movies are always a time to chill and have fun.
They can be very interesting and entertaining. Due
to the pandemic many people have the time to sit on
their couch in front of the T.V and watch movies.
People who like to watch classic movies have an
additional list of movies relating to the pandemic.
Many people are trying to watch pandemic related
movies these days. Why are they watching these
movies now which they didn’t bother to watch
before COVID-19? This is because they want to
know what this pandemic will turn into and how
they can face this disaster. One of the most popular
movies of the pandemic is “THE FLU”. It is a
movie about a Korean disaster which was written by
Kim Sung-su. There are many more of these movies
relating to the pandemic. There is a boom on the
rentals of these kinds of movies. These movies
which did terribly on box office have suddenly
become popular. And one thing common in these
movies is hope. HOPE that everything will be fine.

who has cancer but still wants to make music. It’s a
great movie to watch, and can be seen on Disney+.
Another movie that was released in 2020 is Enola
Holmes, another great movie to watch. It outlines
the life of Enola Holmes, Sherlock Holmes’s sister.
The story is about her journey to find her mother
who disappeared without a trace. This movie stars
Milly Bobby Brown and Louis Partridge.

Movies are a great way to relieve boredom in this
pandemic, and although the production of a lot of
movies was cancelled, we can still hope that they
will come out in 2021. Some family-friendly
movies that everybody can watch during the
pandemic are Scooby Doo, Onward, Pete’s Dragon,
Magic Camp, Home Alone, The Princess Diaries,
The Parent Trap, Bridge to Terabithia, The One and
Only Ivan, Descendants, The Lion King, and
Aladdin.

Happily Ever After?
By: Nitya Manoj Kumar

Some of the upcoming action movies are WW84, a
sequel to Wonder Woman, Venom 2, F9, a sequel to
Fast and Furious, and more. Disney released Rava, a
story about another disney princess. Disney also
released a movie called Clouds. Based on a true
story, Clouds is a heart wrenching story that will
certainly make any watchers shed tears. Zach
Sobiech is the protagonist in this story, someone

Concerts, Christmas, Coronavirus
By: Nitya Manoj Kumar and Joey Mantena
Covid-19, isn’t just affecting all of us, who have
been quarantined, isolated, locked down, away from
schools and work, it has also affected our favourite
entertainers. All our celebrities, the singers, models,
athletes and actors are no longer able to perform and
interact with their fans like they used to. The music
industry being one of the most significantly
impacted. Not just shows, but concerts, ceremonies
and music festivals have either been cancelled or
postponed, due to the pandemic. Many artists and
musicians have taken this chance to come up with
new works, however there are many other artists
and performers who relied on shows and tours as
their main source of income. Several album releases
have been delayed as well.
The genre the artist specialises in, matters as well.
For example, there are few genres such as Pop
which can do extremely well when performed on a
social media platform, or if streamed live on
Youtube. However, if the artist specialises in genres
which usually require connecting with a crowd, then
these times will be especially difficult to perform in.
EDM (Electronic Dance Music) for example, is one
of those genres that require the artist/DJ to connect
with and boost the audience into the climax/build up
of the song, before the ‘drop’, (a point where a
sudden change in the track or baseline occurs) to
give the audience and song full effect and

Once upon a time, there wasn’t access to the media
and internet like now. However now that we can
easily access social media and entertainment these 2
are effectively essential to our very existence, and
have become something most of us cannot live
without. Entertainment, specifically those that hail
from the Western Culture (America, Europe and
Australia) and are gradually spreading around the
world. Many people can now connect over the
internet, by just liking the same shows and listening
to the same music. Let’s look at some of the big and
famous TNC’s (transnational corporations) which

enjoyment.
Needless to say, regardless of genre, or performer
type, all the people we admire and look up to are
going through tough times, as fans, supporters and
watchers alike, let’s wait patiently, make the most of
what's given and spread love, positivity and hope to
the best of our abilities. There will be a time where
things will return to normal, and till then just like
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart once said, “The music
is not in the notes, but in the silence between.”
On a brighter note, Christmas was always a time to
spread joy and cheer, even in the pop culture
industry. With new music, new movies, and more,
this Christmas season is one to look forward to,
especially as a way to forget about the virus that has
taken over our world. Upcoming artists already
hinted at Christmas music coming out soon, and
Mariah Carey’s ‘All I Want For Christmas Is You’ is
a big hit on TikTok.

TikTok Taking Over The World
By: Nethra Kollipara
TikTok is an app from China that people use to
make videos that are 3 - 15 seconds long. The
pandemic led to lockdowns in countries around the
world, and TikTok is a way to pass our time, a way
to relieve our boredom. It provides entertainment of
all kinds, dances, memes, songs, and more. TikTok
has also been a platform for some people to
kickstart their social media careers. Charli D’amelio

have gained popularity over the years. Disney, being
one of the most prominent ones. We are all guilty of
having binge watched Tangled, Snow White or
Cinderella more than once. What many people do
not realize is that everything we see slowly
influences our behaviours and thinking. These
forms of entertainment have the most effect and are
viewed more by young children. Have you ever
wondered the effects Disney has on both young
boys and girls ? Does it affect them when they
watch Disney movies, the princes and princesses?
Can these potentially initiate or have initiated ideas
of a ‘perfect’ body or implied that certain roles
should be played by masculine and feminine
characters?
Longitudinal studies have been conducted, in order
to see if Disney Princess Media has any effect on
young children's ideas on gender specific roles and
body image. When you look at Disney princesses,
be it Rapunzel, Snow White or Cinderella, they all
have a certain figure, with beautiful bodies, flowing
gowns and higher levels of stereotypical behaviour
of the female gender. Researchers and experiments
have found that many young girls take up these
stereotypical behaviours and are influenced by these
shows due to their preference to play with dolls and
tea sets. Surprisingly, it has been shown that these
young girls' ideas of body image have not been
affected by the set body figure of Disney princesses.
However it would be good to also expose young
girls to other role models such as a famous athlete,
astronaut or scientist as well, so that they have a
wider understanding of the different careers they
can explore and be when they grow up.
As for boys, we have all seen those dashing Prince
Charmings, fighting off the bad guys and saving
their Princesses. Sleek figures, charming manners
and always show dominance. Body image and
appearance have had impacts on younger boys, who
seemed to have a higher self esteem, for they
identified with all the other princes. This hasn’t
necessarily affected the boys views on body image,
however they have picked up higher levels of
stereotypical masculine/ male behaviors. These
young boys have also shown tendencies towards
picking more masculine toys to play and associate
with. Similar to the girls, all young children can also
be shown other famous personalities, who they can
admire as well, so that they can grow up
understanding diverse things and people!
The differences in Rapunzel and you, or the
difference between Prince Charming and you, are
unique and beautiful. It’s because we are so
different from each other that we all are so beautiful
and special in our own ways. Stereotypes shouldn’t
and don’t define a person, everyone should and is
free to be who they are. To all the people who watch
TV shows and movies and often compare
themselves to others, just know that it’s perfectly
alright. You’re beautiful, just the way you are, as
who you are, and that is the success to living
‘happily ever after’.

is now officially the most famous person in the
world, and her career started on this app.
TikTok is a place to discover new trends each
day. People make food that’s trending, dances that
viewers can’t stop doing, challenges that everybody
wants to try. For example, the cloud bread is a type
of fluffy bread that was discovered on TikTok.
People made their own and posted reviews of this
bread. Another example is the dance, Renegade. It’s
to the song Lottery by K CAMP, and had people
doing the woah for months now. A challenge of
dressing up in your native attire and posing the
same way as a famous painting that comes from
your heritage is also an example of a challenge.
Is TikTok safe? It’s already banned in India due to
people believing that it threatens your privacy.
TikTok is known for safety but actually the news
has spilled how Chinese people are stalking the
people who are using TikTok . But India has banned
it because India doesn’t want that to happen to the
people that live there . And now most people
believe that it threatens their privacy and now
people have stopped using TikTok much . That must
have been a huge let down for China . But people
started to use other apps that are like TikTok . Now
TikTok is more of a flop app . But a few celebrities
still dont give up, like D'amelio's continuing their
account and continuing to influence their rapidly
growing fan base. But it was TikTok’s mistake that
they made this happen . And I think it was a huge
mistake because people ar
k ng ou now
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