
High School 101
Are you ready?



Welcome Class 
of 2025!
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❑ Graduation 
Requirements

❑ Credits

❑ Preparing for High 
School

❑ Helpful Resources

❑ Questions
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BEGIN WITH THE END IN MIND
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

1.  student must complete the courses required by the District in addition
to those  mandated by the state. STISD Policy The courses that satisfy District 

requirements under the foundation program, including courses for the distinguished level of 
achievement and courses for endorsements offered by the District, shall be listed in appropriate 

District publications. 

2.    28 credits-STISD

3.    Select an endorsement 

4.    Pass all 5 STAAR EOC exams:  English I, English II, Algebra I, Biology, US 

History



• Student must complete:  

• 4 credits in English

• 4 credits in Math (includes Algebra II)

• 4 credits in Science

• 3 credits in Social Studies

• 2 credits in languages other than English  (LOTE) 

• 1 credit in Fine Arts

• 1 credit in PE

• At least 1 Endorsement

• Electives required by STISD 

• 28 credits-STISD
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9th grade------0 to 6.5 credits
10th grade-----7 to 12.5 credits
11th Grade-----13 to 19.5 credits
12th Grade----20 + credits

A student may earn one half credit  for each one semester High School 
course with a grade of 70 or better.  

Example:English I (1st semester) 80=.5
English I (2nd semester) 75=.5

1.0 credit
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TRANSCRIPT

STATE OF TEXAS 
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT RECORD 

 
STUDENT INFORMATION  SCHOOL INFORMATION 

(Student Full Legal Name)  (Parent/Guardian) (District Name) 

Student ID Number:  (Parent’s Name) (Name of School)       (CDCN) 

SSN/State ID Number:  (Address) (School Address) 

Date of Birth:  (City, State Zip) (City, State, Zip) 

Sex:   (Phone Number) 

Ethnicity:   (CB/ACT Campus Number) 
    
STATE ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS DAP ADVANCED MEASURES 

English Language Arts (Admin/YYYY) (measure earned) (date) 

Mathematics (Admin/YYYY) (measure earned) (date) 

Science (Admin/YYYY) (measure earned) (date) 

Social Studies (Admin/YYYY) (measure earned) (date) 

END-OF-COURSE EXAMS 

ENG I Reading (level) ENG I Writing (level) ALG I (level) BIO (level) W GEO (level) 

ENG II Reading (level) ENG II Writing (level) ALGII (level) CHEM (level) W HIST (level) 

ENG III Reading (level) ENG III Writing (level) GEOM (level) PHYS (level) US HIST (level) 

SCHOOLS AWARDING CREDIT 

2012-2013: (CDCN) 2014-2015: (CDCN) 

2013-2014: (CDCN) 2015-2016: (CDCN) 

Course Credit – Please Add Rows As Needed 
 SE S1 S2 Av Cr  SE S1 S2 Av Cr 

English Language Arts      PE/Equivalent      

            

            

      Other Languages      

Speech            

            

Mathematics            

      Fine Arts      

            

Science            

      Career & Technical Ed      

            

            

      Other Electives      

Social Studies            

            

      Local Credit      

            

            
Econ/Free Enterprise            

      Credit Totals      

Health            State      

            Local      

Date of Class Rank: Date of Certificate of Coursework Completion: 

Rank: Class Size: Date of Graduation: 

GPA: Graduation Program Type: (Graduation Program Seal) 

Quartile:  
   

Signature and Title of School Official ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

NOTES: CDCN=County/District/Campus Number; A passing grade is 70 or above. P=Pass  F=Fail; SE=Special Explanation Code; A=articulated credit 
course; C=correspondence course; D=dual credit; E=credit by exam (90%); G=gifted/talented course; H=honors course; I=IB course; J=course completed 
prior to Grade 9; K=pre-IB course; L=local credit; M=magnet course; P=AP course; Q=pre-AP course; R=summer school, night school, or other non-
school day/year instructional arrangement; T=credit by exam (70%); V=content modified per ARD committee decision; X=innovative course; Z=distance 
learning course; 1=course providing PE equivalency or PE waiver; 2=part of a coherent sequence of CTE courses for Technology Applications credit; 
3=transfer credit from non-Texas public school; Refer to Minimum Standards for the AAR for appropriate use. 

II-41
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MULTIDISCIPLINARY STUDIES 

STEM

PUBLIC SERVICE

ARTS AND HUMANITIES

BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY



Note:  

All high schools do not

Have all 5 endorsements
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South Texas ISD

Medical Professions
Located in Olmito, Texas
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South Texas ISD

SCIENCE 

ACADEMY

Located in Mercedes, Texas
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Science Academy

Page 2
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South Texas ISD 

Health Professions
Located in Mercedes, Texas 
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South Texas ISD

World 

Scholars
Located in Edinburg, Texas



➢ January 15, 2021---STISD High Schools virtual 
presentation

➢ February 8-12, 2021---Online High School Selection 
Process for 2021-2022 school year
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Class Ranking
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The district shall include in the calculation of class rank 
semester grades earned in high school credit courses 
taken in grades 9-12 only.  
The calculation shall include failing grades. 

The calculation of class rank shall exclude:  
✓Grades earned in summer school courses not taken in the

district
✓local credit courses
✓ any distance learning course unless the course is either 
assigned to the student by the district or through a 
signed memorandum of understanding between the district 
and an outside organization
✓courses taken in any nonaccredited school or through 
credit by examination with or without instruction.



Weighted Numerical Grade Average
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The district shall assign weights to semester grades, including failing grades, 
earned in eligible courses and calculate a weighted numerical grade average in 
accordance with the following:  

International Baccalaureate Multiplied by 1.15

Advanced                                                                                                                     
(AP, dual credit, and independent study courses) Multiplied by 1.10

Honors                                                      Multiplied by 1.05                                               

College Preparation Multiplied by 1.00

The district shall record unweighted numerical grades on student transcripts.
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Top 10% Rule 

• With the exception of UT Austin, all public 
universities in Texas accept—once student applies—
any student who graduates in the top 10% of the high 
school senior class. 

• For class of 2021, students must rank in top 6% to be 
admitted to UT Austin. 

• Students must graduate on the Foundation Program 
with Distinguished Level of Achievement to be eligible 
for the Top 10% Admission Rule



• Taking Rigorous courses 

• Getting involved in extracurricular activities

• Exploring areas of college and career 
interests

• Building a resume 
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4 year plan-

planning tool 

for you

• Review HS 

courses each 

year with your 

HS 

Counselor 

•
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District Website
www.collegeboard.org
www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org
www.collegeforalltexans.com
www.careersandcolleges.com
www.texasoncourse.org
High School Counselor-Schedule, Courses, etc.  

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/
http://www.careersandcolleges.com/
http://www.texasoncourse.org/


Questions? 
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