The American International School of
Jeddah
November 5, 2020

Dear Parents, Students, and Friends of AISJ,
This weekend, the AISJ educational staff is taking the time to
hold a much needed professional development break.
Although each member of the instructional team
demonstrated tremendous growth over the last several
months, we need a chance to re ect and take stock. With
great crisis comes great change, so we will take a chance to
"Pause the Crisis" to evaluate our progress. In addition, we will
take a chance to review our accreditation goals and plan for
the long term success of the school. Although these goals are
not urgent, they represent the long term plans of the school.
Therefore, we are trying to return to a bit of normalcy by
reviewing our strategic plan and adapt it to the current
situation.
The pockets of resiliency during this crisis continue to inspire
me. Students are continuing to learn and achieve substantial
gains even when working from home. Parents are nding
pathways forward as they navigate the challenges of working

from home. Teachers are discovering new opportunities to
use technology and distance learning to engage students in
the learning process. Even though it would be easier to just
give up and go back to bed, our community continues to ght
on and nd solutions. The problems have indeed become
opportunities for us to grow, to demonstrate strong character,
and to be creative. One great example of this resiliency this
week comes from the PTSA, who hosted an online Minecraft
social event for students. It was amazing to see students,
con ned to their own homes, socializing and playing together.
Just hearing these kids laugh and have fun showed the
strength of our community and left me ready for the next day
of challenges. This week, nd your inspiration and share it
with someone close!
Looking Forward,
Robert S. Jackson

Dates to Remember

November 5: No School
November 8: No School
November 26: No School, Thanksgiving

2020-21 Calendar

Learning Highlights
Salam Daker, ES Arabic
In Arabic class, our 1st grade students have been working on
expanding their vocabulary. We have used different techniques
to implement new words into our interactions and the

students enjoyed our labeling activity the most! Through
labeling, students understand the idea that they can represent
objects and ideas with letters and sounds. Moreover, labeling
is an effective way used to introduce and review vocabulary
since connecting words to images reinforces their meanings
and enhances students’ writing and comprehension skills.

Learning Highlights
Bushra Mourad, PK3A
Building literacy and language skills help children get ready for
learning. They develop a love of books, poetry and rhymes.
This is important for school success because eventually they
move from learning to read, to reading to learn.
This in PK3 is what we call Pre-reading. It is the learning tools
and strategies that we teach our little learners to be equipped
and ready to read.
We have been learning poems, listening to songs, nursery
rhymes, and reading lots of repetitive books and stories. One
of the rst most important strategies our students have been
practicing, is looking at the picture to guess the word. In our

morning attendance students look at the picture next to the
name to guess the name of their classmate. In poems, they
look at the picture next to the word, then say it.

Middle School Updates
Student Work:
Ahmed Elbanna: Polynomials Project Animation
Ziyad Salama: Multiplying Monomials

Virtual Schedule: Monday 9th November - Thursday 12th
November
Sunday 8th November: No School
Monday 9th November: 1A
Tuesday 10th November: 2E

Wednesday 11th November: 1A
Thursday 12th November: 2E

Learning Highlights
Riley Mahoney, HS Social Studies
Are you noticing anything strange in the picture above? AP
Psychology students made their way during lunch hour on
October 29th to take their rst face to face summative of the
year. This was the rst examination for this class that closely
resembled the testing form they will experience at the end of
the year. Meanwhile, economics students were virtually
“dusting off” some classics from famed thinkers like Karl Marx
and Ludwig von Mises as they considered “ rst principles

thinking” in an effort to analyze complex situations in the
world around them. Psychology students worked on 3D
models of the brain from supplies available to them at home
which culminated in a brain / computer comparison.

Green Hope Beach Cleanup

Click on the image above to sign up. Everyone is welcome. We hope
to see you there!

Learning Highlights
Maha Ali, MS Math
My advanced Math students are learning about Polynomials.
Students learned how to classify polynomials, add, subtract,
multiply and divide polynomials using all the properties of
integer exponents. Students also learned how to nd the
square of a sum and difference, the product of a sum and
difference, and the difference of two squares using special
products. Students were asked to create posters to re ect
what they have learned so far in the Polynomials unit in their
own words.

Parent Webinar Series

It's not too late to register for the Parents as Partners Webinar
Series! There is no cost to register. If you are interested in
attending, please click here. After registering, you will receive
an email with subject “Your Link to Join Parents as
Partners”. The email will contain a Zoom link for all of the
webinars.
If you missed the last webinar, "Best Friends, Worst Enemies:
Understanding the Social Lives of Children", you can watch it
here.

More Information

Learning Highlights
Dema Dabat, 3A
While we are teaching virtually this year, third grade felt the
importance of continuing classroom celebrations while
learning. We celebrated Character Day last week, and my
students still had a spooky and fun Halloween while learning.
In reading, we practiced guring out di cult words through
Halloween related gurative language, and we read books
from the spooky collection on Epic. The fun didn't stop there,
in math, we reviewed our multiplication and division facts
through a halloween themed practice on Nearpod. We ended
the week with a virtual party on Zoom, where each student

showed their costume, ate a Halloween treat and engaged in
Halloween activities like math coloring pages, crossword
puzzles, and reading jokes.

The Uniform Shop is open from 8-11 AM.
Closed on Tuesday.

Supply Pickup
Supply Pickup will continue on an as-needed basis. Classroom
teachers will contact the students ahead of time and label
any items to be taken home. If you are not contacted by the
classroom teacher, your child does not have supplies to pick
up.

No students will be allowed on campus.
Families can stop by campus any day of week, except for
Tuesday.
Library carts will be placed in the middle of the main
entrance. Returned books and school items should be placed
here upon entering the building.

Learning Highlights
Layla El Khadj, ES Music

Music is an extremely important subject for all children to
learn. Various studies have found that engagement with music
can lead to an improvement in children’s brain development.
Music also leads to enhanced cognitive skills, increases in
human connectivity, and even stress relief.
In AISJ’s Upper elementary, we are following the Musical
AERO standards. Our students are learning how to read and
play rhythms and notes, identify musical terminologies, and
understand music theory and its elements.
In alignment with the global music protocol for learning during
the pandemic, the Upper Elementary has ordered distinct
personal music kits for each student according to their grade
level, which can be used in both virtual and in campus
learning. This way, we can e ciently and, most importantly,
safely learn Music.

Learning Highlights
Kerry Mahoney, HS Counselor Corner
October and November are the two busiest months of the year
for recommendation letter writing, and Ms. Adebohun and I
are fully immersed in this task again this year.
What do we need to write great letters for students?
Strong academic effort and success at an individual's
highest level
Demonstrable character traits - for example, it's not just
enough to say that a student shows great leadership
skills - they must prove through 'real world' examples that
they have been a great leader in some capacity (notice I
gave an example for my point!)
NTA's - non-teenage activities. These are activities that are
outside the usual norms of enjoying soccer, basketball, or
video gaming. What's your passion? What examples can
you give that show longevity and competence in this area

of your life? How does this bring value to the people in
your sphere of in uence?
There are other factors that can play into a student's letter, but
these are key points that require concrete details for the
strongest 'hook' to catch an admissions o cer's attention.
These are very exciting times for the Senior Class of 2021!
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