The American International School of
Jeddah
November 25, 2020

Dear Parents, Students, and Friends of AISJ,
Did you know that there are only 15 more academic days in
2020 for our students? Although we can all agree that 2020
has not been the best year for the world, we can take a
moment to recognize all that our students have been able to
achieve. Even with the pandemic, students have shown
incredible resilience in their lives by shifting to online learning
and socialization. This is no easy task. Please take some
time to recognize their accomplishments as we round out
2020. Read on below for details of all that are children are
doing around the school.
We want to also highlight a couple of community events that
are coming up during the next few days. First, tune into the
thanksgiving vibes playlist from 5:00 - 7:00 pm on
Thanksgiving Day. This treat comes to us from our wonderful
PTSA. Remember that you can still request your favorite song
to be added by clicking on the link in the ad below. Second,
AISJ is hosting a holiday bazaar on December 12. This is a

chance to do some shopping and enjoy the start of the holiday
season. Come and see some handicrafts from local vendors
and pick up some gifts for the holidays. See the ad below for
details.
Looking Forward,
Robert S. Jackson
Virtual O ce Hours - each workday at 2:30 here. Due to C19, it
is hard to get into to see one another. That is why I have virtual
open-door o ce hours every workday. Just click on the link to
join.

Dates to Remember
November 26: No School, Thanksgiving
December 12: Holiday Bazaar
December 17: Last Day of School

December 18: First Day of Winter Break

2020-21 Calendar

We are happy to announce Thanksgiving Day Vibes! Get your
groove on while enjoying your Thanksgiving meal. The PTSA
booked a DJ to provide music on November 26 from 5 - 7 PM
via Zoom.
Request your favorite song, or share a special message with a
friend by lling out this form.
We hope you will join us! Click here for the Zoom link.

PTSA Updates

More information coming soon!
Do you know someone who might be interested in participating as a
vendor? If so, please have them email Ms. Lexi Lee at alee@aisj.edu.sa

Learning Highlights
Olena Jackson, HS English
Should we read Medieval literature? Those stories might have
been written centuries ago in a different culture and continent,
but the lessons they teach and questions they ask remain
relevant today. After reading The Canterbury Tales by Geofrey
Chaucer, students of English 12 class, grappled with many big
questions. What has the power to corrupt? What do women
want? What do men want? What is the value of pilgrimage?
The students worked cooperatively and individually and
practiced skills of verbal analysis, written re ection, and digital
presentations.

Learning Highlights
Maram Al Darwish, Speech Language Pathologist
Working on main idea in therapy is a very important skill for
comprehension. Identifying the main idea requires one to have
lexical (vocabulary) and syntactic (grammatical) knowledge.
The concept of main idea is taught in a hierarchy starting at
the picture level, moving up to sentence level, paragraph level,
and nally story level. Visual prompts (e.g. color coding the
main idea vs details) and graphic organizers aid in the
comprehension of this concept. Learning how to identify the
main idea not only helps the student with comprehension of
academic text, but it allows him/her to understand the big
picture of a conversation.

Learning Highlights
Genevieve Morehouse, HS Science
10th-grade Biology students have been exploring cell transport
and osmosis by designing an experiment to answer the
question How does osmosis affect the size of a “naked”
egg? A naked egg is a raw egg that had its shell removed by
soaking it in vinegar. Students worked in groups of 3-4 to

design their quantitative experiment. They then each
conducted the experiment at home and shared their data.
Once they obtained their data they wrote a CER explaining
what had occurred. Everyone really enjoyed this experiment
and was able to show their knowledge of osmosis.

Recycling at AISJ
Bring your recyclables to AISJ. We have a paper and plastic
recycling bin in front of the main doors for parents and
students to drop off their recyclables from home. We ask that
you remove water bottle lids and be sure bottles are empty
before being recycled. Watch this video for guidelines for what
can and can't be recycled.

Learning Highlights
Dylan vanDijk, MS/HS Choir and Guitar
AISJ musicians continue to grow and develop through collaborative
recording projects! In Choir, small groups of students have each
created and recorded arrangements of songs using a program
called SoundTrap. It is a similar experience to a real recording
studio and the nal products have all the voices mixed together as
if they are live! This experience also allows students to listen back
and assess how they are doing personally on the road to quality
vocal technique. They are currently working on full ensemble songs
and learning about the process of digital sound recording/mixing.

The beginner guitar program has had a fantastic run so far. Our new
AISJ guitarists are learning about chord shapes, strumming, steady
beat, groove, chord changes, music history, nger picking, and
more. Many of the students began the class with no musical
background and can now already play many songs that involve
different playing techniques.
Both choir and guitar programs are looking forward to live
performances again. In the meantime, students are taking part in
the habits needed for personal artistic growth.

Middle School Updates

Do you want to learn how to solve two-step and multi-step
equations? Math 8 students worked so hard to create
awesome videos to teach you how to solve two and multi step
equations using rational numbers. In these videos, you will
also nd tricks and hints that you can use to help you solve
equations with fractions without any problem. Enjoy the
videos.
Alwaleed Shata
Layan Azzam
Mariam Khoujah
Farah Klesner

Please refer to the Falcons Den Website for more information.

Learning Highlights
Zhor Laghrissi, HS French
Conjugation of verbs is one of the complicated tasks in any
language learning process. Repetition is a key process in

practicing and memorizing the irregularities found, generally,
in grammar. For this reason, French students are given, from
time to time, a list of regular and irregular verbs to conjugate
in a google doc. Each student is given a different verb to
conjugate in all persons. The teacher is able to do the follow
up and correct the students’ mistakes.

Students can now request and reserve books from the Library!
Watch this video for a Tutorial on the check-out process.

High School Updates

Learning Highlights
Tahera Ahmed, 2C
The second graders have been having a blast learning about
the properties of matter in science! Last week, they conducted
an experiment in which they explored the insulating properties
of different materials. The second graders used a variety of
materials to create oven mitts that could absorb heat.

AISJ Spirit Store
Visit the AISJ Spirit Store at school or online. Order online. Pay
and collect your items at school on Tuesdays!
Debit card payments only, please.

Learning Highlights
Jonathan Monkcom, ES PE
It is an exciting time in Upper Elementary PE this term as small
groups of students return to campus to experience in-person
PE classes once again. Maintenance and Janitorial staff have
worked hard to create safe spaces for students to exercise in
while our school Nurse, Ms. Lelanie Taylor, oversees the safety
of students on campus. While the groups are small and the
classes are short for now, students are still breaking a sweat
and experiencing the positive outlook that comes with
physical activity. Most importantly, they are seeing classmates

new and old, and reconnecting in person to serve their social
and emotional needs once again.

Learning Highlights
Randi Brown, MS/HS Library
In the MS/HS library, I am busy processing the new books we
received in our recent shipment. The library has 930 new
books which are waiting to be checked out! This includes 410
non ction, 488 ction, and an assortment of parenting, world
language, and professional development books. If you are
interested, the list of new books can be viewed here. I am also
busy preparing the book order which we will receive next
school year. If you have any requests for books, ebooks, or
audiobooks, please contact me at rabrown@aisj.edu.sa so I
can add them to the list!

Learning Highlights
Dima Al-Charif, MS French
Students in the French class are learning about
a mouthwatering topic: “Au café et au restaurant”.
All the ACTFL standards covered in this chapter lead to a
major conversation from the moment students enter the
restaurant until they leave (getting a table, asking for the
menu, ordering, talking about friends, family and school, the
server will have to interrupt once in a while and nally asking
for the check).

The menu used as reference is a very personalized menu.
Every group created their very own authentic menu (prices are
affordable for all !) and the holiday meal on Thanksgiving is
de nitely not to be missed this evening. Yum et joyeux
Thanksgiving à tous!

Learning Highlights
Reem Eldin, HS Arabic
Today, in Arabic class, students expressed how thankful they
are for everything, but speci cally for some close ones whom
they mentioned in their notes. They discussed, in the target
language, and learned words that relate to the concept of
being grateful and thankful.

ES Counselor Corner
Ghinwa Masri & Yara Helweh
At the beginning of every year, our ES sets solid school
expectations to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our
students. These include the 5B’s: Being Safe, Being Caring,
Being Respectful, Being Responsible, and Being Persistent.
The ES staff teaches and models the 5B’s so students can
apply them inside and outside of AISJ.
All students from PK- 5 are taught these 5B’s to establish
consistency across our ES division. Every month, we celebrate

students’ achievements and positive behaviors during the
Falcon Assemblies in effort to focus on the positives instead
of pointing out the negatives. Students who follow our 5B’s
receive a Falcon Award/Certi cate. Focusing on positive
behaviors and reinforcing them increases self-esteem,
wellbeing, and self-worth which in turn improves academic
success.

The Uniform Shop is open from 8-11 AM.
Closed on Tuesday.

Supply Pickup
Supply Pickup will continue on an as-needed basis. Classroom
teachers will contact the students ahead of time and label
any items to be taken home. If you are not contacted by the

classroom teacher, your child does not have supplies to pick
up.
No students will be allowed on campus.
Families can stop by campus any day of week, except for
Tuesday.
Library carts will be placed in the middle of the main
entrance. Returned books and school items should be placed
here upon entering the building.

Special Offers for the AISJ Community
City Station, a restaurant in Saudia City, is offering a 15%
discount to all AISJ community members. In order to redeem
this offer, present your AISJ Student, Parent, or Staff ID to the
City Station staff before ordering.
For those living outside Saudia City, you can contact the
restaurant manager, Mr. Hazem on WhatsApp (+966-56-8594265) and provide a copy of your Iqama so your information
can be added to the gate.
The City Station menu can be viewed here.

Terms and Conditions:
Prior appointment is mandatory (call center working hours from
2:00 PM - 10:00 PM)
Tel 920010709, Mob. 0556008012
AISJ ID card must be presented
Discount will not be applicable on festive holidays.
Discount will not be applicable on packages and special offers.

Family Car Sticker Request

Student COVID-19 Decision Tree

Parents Web Help Video

The American International School of Jeddah
PO Box 127328 Jeddah, KSA 21352
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