360 Asheville School Road
Asheville, NC 28806

ASCEND

AS WE KNOW IT.
What is it like to live and study at the Southeast’s premier boarding school? How is it
to look out each day at the Blue Ridge Mountains, to be part of a close community,
to immerse in a 24/7 learning experience? Just how energizing and inspiring and lifechanging would that be? Learn about this extraordinary school through the eyes of
Kelsey, Crow, Zale, Mary Elizabeth, Connor, and Gracey – those who live this experience
each and every day.

Get to know Asheville School – as we know it.

AS
295

students from 16 states
and 18 countries call Asheville
School home.

“The relationships I’ve built – with my peers and with faculty –
mean everything to me. These friendships have
changed who I am and who I want to be.”

Kelsey

I KNOW ASHEVILLE SCHOOL

AS

A GREAT PLACE TO BELONG.

Kelsey Mann is from Charlotte,
North Carolina, and is a
senior at Asheville School.
She came to Asheville School
because she wanted a high
school experience that would
challenge and inspire her to
become her best.

At Asheville School, the
difference is relationships.
You’ll experience a genuine,
caring community that will go
the extra mile to know you,
support you, and encourage
you, helping you become
your best as a student and as
a person.

“

The faculty is always there
for us. My advisor tells me if
I’m having a bad day to just
come over to her house, she’ll
make me some food, and we
can talk about it. The adults
here are all so willing to let
you into their family lives and
their homes.

”

There is wonderful potential
in every learner – our goal
is to help them reach it.
By having high expectations
for our students, we see
incredible growth, as they
acquire a lifelong sense of
confidence and self-reliance.

“

Boarding has taught me
how to be independent and
also live in a really close-knit
community. Being a boarder
has made me self-sufficient,
helping me to establish trust
in my own ability. Whether
it’s managing my time, doing
laundry, being a student
leader – I’ve become
responsible for myself in ways
that I hadn’t before.

”

All students leave Asheville
School ready for college.
Our students graduate feeling
confident about their future
and about themselves.

“

While I know college won’t
be a walk in the park, I
feel confident in my ability
to make that transition.
Asheville School has given me
the space to grow into my
identity as a scholar and a
young adult. This community
has shown faith in me, and
that has helped me to build
faith in myself.

”

AS
5:1

Asheville School’s studentteacher ratio is a very low –
and very personalized – 5:1.

“All of my teachers are incredibly

supportive and encouraging. They expect a lot from
me, and they are always there for me.”

Crow

I KNOW ASHEVILLE SCHOOL

AS

A PLACE TO THINK AND ENGAGE.

Crow Thorsen came to
Asheville School from Athens,
Georgia. Now a senior, Crow
appreciates the academic
rigor and teaching excellence
at Asheville School, and how
he’s been challenged and
supported to become his best
in the classroom.

Asheville School students
are passionate about
learning and motivated to
excel. Our classes are small
and active, as students and
teachers engage in lively
discussions that encourage
critical thinking.

“

I look forward to class
discussions and debates
to hear my fellow students’
thoughts and opinions. In
the classroom, everyone
is invested in what we’re
learning. But what makes
Asheville School special is
that these discussions carry
over outside of the classroom
as well, where we continue
talking and debating about
the day’s lesson.

”

Whether discussing the
impact of human activity on
the environment, or using
probability and simulation to
explore random phenomena,
or testing chemical reactions
in the laboratory, Asheville
School students are always
actively engaged in learning.

“

In a European Studies mock
trial, I defended Napoleon
and called witnesses to the
stand to support and crossexamine. It piqued my interest
in being a lawyer. In my French
V class, we had a debate
in French. Although it was a
little rocky, I never would have
thought I’d be debating our
school’s policies in another
language four years ago.

”

Asheville School students
are driven to excel in their
academics, and, very
importantly, they enjoy
learning. Studying alongside
other motivated students,
it makes for an exciting,
inspiring education. It’s a
rewarding one as well –
Asheville School graduates
are accepted to the nation’s
most prestigious colleges.

“

Asheville School has allowed
me to thrive. I am a much more
confident and independent
learner than I was when I first
arrived here, and I know I’m
well prepared for college. The
school definitely expects a lot
from us, but they give us all the
tools necessary to succeed.

”

AS
Surrounded by natural beauty,
and also by a genuine, caring community,
you’ll ascend to your very best.

AS
80%

of Asheville School students
board, creating an active
community during the week –
and weekends.

“This is a kind, inclusive community

that goes out of its way to make you feel welcome
and completely at home.”

Zale

I KNOW ASHEVILLE SCHOOL

AS

A PLACE TO LIVE WITH GREAT CONFIDENCE.

Zale Peart is a senior
boarding student from
Brooklyn, New York. Zale
values Asheville School’s
caring, welcoming
community – and its
“Southern hospitality.”
Zale’s boarding experience
has brought him many new
friends, important
life lessons, and the
opportunity for
valuable leadership
experiences.

At Asheville School, you’ll
live and learn with students
from all over the world.
Students arrive here from
sixteen states and eighteen
countries, bringing a broad
range of backgrounds,
interests, and talents.

“

At a boarding school, you’re
meeting people from many
different countries and
cultures. Living in a community
where there’s so much
diversity makes for great
experiences. Learning about
other people’s backgrounds
and customs gives you a
larger view of the world, as
well as valuable lessons in
acceptance and respect.

”

Away from home and
needing to rely on your own
judgment, you’ll develop a
strong character and gain
essential life skills at Asheville
School that you’ll carry with
you the rest of your life.

“

As a boarding student, you
have a lot of responsibilities,
so you have to learn to
prioritize your work. You have
to learn time management.
Do you get your homework
done or do you hang out
with your friends? You have
to learn to make your own
decisions, the right decisions.

”

At Asheville School, you’ll live
in a dynamic, opportunityfilled environment. You’ll
have access to a vast range
of activities as well as
outstanding facilities, where
you can fully explore your
unique talents and strengths –
and unlock your true potential.

“

Boarding helps you to engage
at a faster pace. I quickly
went from being involved in
only chorus and football to
becoming a proctor, a prefect,
a member of the honor
council, head of the cooking
club, co-creator of a school
podcast, and student body
president. I’ve been involved in
a lot – and I’ve learned a lot.

”

100%

Our athletic
program,
which fields 19
interscholastic
teams, excels
at developing
the scholarathlete.

Asheville School supports
dozens of student clubs –
from investing and debating
to film and Model UN.

of freshmen and sophomores
participate on at least one of our 19
interscholastic sports teams.

Classes average just 13
students – your voice will
be heard, and valued.

13 AS

100%

Students engage in a
variety of service projects
– on campus and in
the greater Asheville
community.

21ST

CENTURY
Students learn 21st-century,
timeless skills – critical
thinking, problem solving,
communication, and
collaboration.

of our graduates go on to college – many
attending the nation’s most prestigious
schools, including Columbia University,
Cornell University, Dartmouth College,
Davidson College, Duke University,
Georgetown University, Johns Hopkins
University, Northwestern University,
Stanford University, University of Chicago,
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill,
University of Pennsylvania,
University of Southern California,
University of Texas-Austin, University of
Virginia, Vanderbilt University,
Wake Forest University, Williams College,
Yale University, and others.

62 ⁄ 22 ⁄ 16

Asheville School offers 62 courses, which
include 22 Honors and 16 AP classes.

WE KNOW IT.

Travel + Leisure
named Asheville
one of the Top 15
cities in America to
visit and explore.

TOP 15

19

We offer fine arts
programs for both
accomplished and
beginner artists
in music, theatre,
dance, and the
visual arts.

5
Asheville School’s
tranquil, idyllic
campus is located
just five miles
from downtown
Asheville.

300

Our picturesque campus encompasses
300 acres of rolling green lawns and
Western Carolina forests.

Our mountaineering program includes
rock climbing, mountain biking, hiking, ice
climbing, skiing, kayaking, and caving.

Throughout the
week and on
weekends, students
enjoy a full calendar
of extracurricular
and social activities.

80%

of Asheville School faculty
hold advanced degrees.

AS
80%

of our faculty live on campus,
either in the dorms or in faculty
campus housing.

“We hold our students to high standards,
and we do that because

we care about them.

We want to help them reach their full potential.”

Mary
Elizabeth

I KNOW ASHEVILLE SCHOOL

AS

A PLACE ALL ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS.

Mary Elizabeth Martin has
made her home at Asheville
School for 16 years as a
teacher, Dean of Students,
Learning Center Director, cross
country coach, advisor, dorm
dean, hall parent, and more.
She cares deeply about her
school, and her students.

The relationships made
at boarding school run
deep. Living and learning
together, students and adults
experience many moments
together and build close,
genuine relationships.

Students get to know
faculty and staff in roles that
reach far beyond just the
classroom. Sharing life in
different arenas, our students
and adults build different,
deeper connections.

“

“

On a typical day, a student
will have a chance to interact
with at least nine to ten
adults – three class teachers,
two at lunch, one advisor,
two during afternoon activity,
and one to two hall parents.
The interactions between
adults and students each
day are huge. Students need
adults to be present in their
lives, and students must know
that the adults love and care
about them.

”

It is so important for students
to see the adults outside
of the classroom. Students
babysit for faculty members,
walk our dogs, hang out in our
homes, and become mentors
for our young children. The
same is true when we are
‘parenting’ on hall. Kids
see us hosting a birthday
party, helping a student with
homework, cooking snacks
for the hall, and saying
goodnight.

”

Whatever goals you aspire
to, you’ll have a caring
community that will know you,
support you, and encourage
you, and will do everything
possible to help you succeed.

“

As we work towards our shared
purpose of helping students
be the best they can be,
we work to be the best that
we can be as teachers, hall
parents, advisors, and more.
Whether we are teaching
theorems about parallel lines
or conjugating the present
tense, we are also imparting
lessons of love, respect, and
care. It is a dedication that’s
lived out here every day.

”

AS
24 ⁄ 7

Asheville School is a 24/7
learning experience designed
to help you reach your full,
unique potential.

“When you first come to Asheville School,
you see all the upperclassmen engaged; it makes
you want to be engaged, too.”

Connor

I KNOW ASHEVILLE SCHOOL

AS

A PLACE WHERE PASSION MEETS OPPORTUNITY.

Connor Smith is a junior at
Asheville School. He lives on
campus with his family, as
his father serves as Director
of Enrollment Management
and his mother is a science
teacher for the school. Connor
enjoys being part of an active
campus where he is a member
of the swim team and is captain
of the cross country team.

Throughout the week and on
weekends, students enjoy
a full calendar of activities.
From athletics, fine arts, and
our mountaineering program
to social activities, student
clubs, and service projects,
you’ll be able to pursue your
every interest – and discover
many new ones!

“

There are a multitude of ways
for students to get involved at
Asheville School. Most students
compete in at least one sport
during the year. There are also
a wide range of extracurricular
activities to choose from.
Students have all kinds of
options and can be involved in
whatever they choose.

”

Asheville School offers an
extraordinary range of
opportunities for a school our
size. It creates a high level
of participation among our
students and makes possible
close, strong relationships.

“

I have personally been able
to compete in three varsity
sports during my time at
Asheville School, and I can
say with full confidence that
my teammates are my best
friends. We have bonded
through rough practices
and supported each other.
We’ve learned to rely upon
each other and the sense of
community that we enjoy is
one of my favorite aspects of
being a student-athlete.

”

At Asheville School, you’ll find
your niche – in fact, you’ll
find lots of niches. This is an
opportunity-filled education
where, alongside other
motivated students, you can
pursue your passions, and
discover many new ones.

“

I feel very fortunate to be a
part of this type of community
where we all push each other
to participate, work hard,
and succeed – inside and
outside the classroom. These
experiences at Asheville
School have pushed me to
strive for excellence in every
area of my life.

”

AS
In a positive, inspired learning
environment, you’ll become an
accomplished student and a confident,
independent individual.

AS
5

Asheville School sits in the
Blue Ridge Mountains five miles
from downtown Asheville.

“With nature all around me each day,
I’m reminded how grateful I am to be here
and how much I love this place.”

Gracey

I KNOW ASHEVILLE SCHOOL

AS

A PLACE SURROUNDED BY BEAUTY.

Gracey Abernethy is a
sophomore and a day
student at Asheville School.
For Gracey, the beauty
of Asheville School is its
supportive community,
genuine friendships, and,
of course, an idyllic campus
setting unlike any other.

Beauty comes naturally
here. Rolling grassy lawns.
Endless, pristine forests.
The majestic Blue Ridge
Mountains. It’s no wonder our
campus was recently named
“Most Beautiful Private High
School in North Carolina” by
Architectural Digest.

Asheville, one of the nation’s
most beautiful small cities,
sits adjacent to eight
national and state parks,
four rivers, more than 200
waterfalls, and the scenic
Blue Ridge Parkway.

Asheville School’s campus
is only minutes away from
downtown Asheville, which
was rated the #1 US travel
destination by Lonely Planet
and one of the top “Foodie
Towns in America.”

“

“

My friends and I love to drive
on the Blue Ridge Parkway
and explore the lookouts,
trails, and waterfalls. There’s
so much to do there – hiking,
mountain biking, kayaking,
and tubing down the French
Broad River, which is my
favorite! It’s just an awesome
place.

“

There’s a bench on campus
where my friends and I love
to sit and just talk and look
out to all the mountains – it’s
just so beautiful. We’ll also
relax or study together on the
porches on campus and just
appreciate the wilderness
and the beauty that’s all
around us.

”

”

It’s obviously great to be out
in nature, but sometimes you
want the fun of a city, too –
and downtown Asheville is just
such a cool, inclusive town!
There’s awesome food, street
music, the River Arts District,
and just all kinds of places to
explore and hang out. Going
to school here you get to enjoy
nature and wilderness but also
a very hip downtown!

”

AS

“As a former student and now head of school, I know
Asheville School as a place that will forever transform your life.
As you’ve seen with these six individuals, this is an education
that instills lifelong independence,
a love of learning, and a strong sense of self. How about you –
are you ready to aim higher? Come to
Asheville School – ascend to your very best.”
—Anthony Sgro ‘84, Head of School

