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Agenda

● Welcome, Introduction, and Agenda (10:00 - 10:05)

● Engagement Activity (10:05 - 10:10)

● Overview of the Quest Program (10:10 - 10:35)

● Panel Introductions (10:35 - 10:45)

● Whole Group Q & A (10:45 - 11:05)

● Breakout Group Discussions (11:05 - 11:25)

● Closure (11:25 - 11:30)



SINGAPORE AMERICAN SCHOOL

Cultivating Exceptional Thinkers
Prepared for the Future
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Please share 
questions and/or 

feedback at:
https://bit.ly/HSPTAQuestions3011

https://bit.ly/HSPTAQuestions3011
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The Quest Team

Left to right:

Mr. Kristoffer Munden (kmunden@sas.edu.sg)
Dr. Martha Began (mbegan@sas.edu.sg)
Mrs. Mare Stewart (mstewart@sas.edu.sg)

The Quest Program has three high 
school faculty, referred to as Quest 
Advisors, who teach the coursework, 
manage the program,  lead off-campus 
trips, and work alongside and mentor 
Quest students throughout the year.

mailto:kmunden@sas.edu.sg
mailto:mbegan@sas.edu.sg
mailto:mstewart@sas.edu.sg
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What? Why? How?
● An informational session for 

families about the Quest 
program for next school year

● We believe that Quest offers 
incredible opportunities for 
students - and we’re excited 
to share this information with 
you!

● We will…
○ Do a quick engagement 

activity
○ Explain the main features 

of the program
○ Hear from a former and 

current Quest parents 
and students

○ Provide opportunities for 
whole group Q & A and 
small group discussions



Singapore American School | www.sas.edu.sg

Engagement

We’ll show you a Richard Scarry illustration on the next 
slide. Please think about…

1) In which bunny/ies do you see your child? Why?
2) What skills do you wish your child would be able to 

learn in school?
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Quest 2021-2022
Overview Video

(7:00 min.)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=482coOFW5Fg


Singapore American School | www.sas.edu.sg

CORE ELEMENTS
★ Small learning communities that allow for personalized learning and daily 

one-on-one mentoring.

★ Students receive differentiated learning support based on their individual needs 
and for the level of courses they signed up for. 

★ Learning experiences emphasize application and synthesis of knowledge, in 
addition to the development of essential skills and dispositions.

★ The essential skills include explicit, measurable, transferable learning outcomes 
that empower students.

★ Assessments are meaningful, authentic, and positive learning experiences.

★ Students advance upon demonstrated mastery of skills, not seat time.



What colleges say...

At these highly selective colleges, admissions leads stressed how much they valued students who are not just 
seeming to “tick the boxes” but are demonstrating passion and excitement about what they are learning and doing. 
In the words of one: ‘Those are the kids whom our professors most want in their classes and who do best at our 
university.’ In that vein, the admissions officers voiced their strong support for SAS curricular opportunities like 
Advanced Topics, Catalyst, and Quest that allow students greater opportunities to pursue their passions and to be 
self-directed in their learning. They noted that such opportunities are good differentiators for SAS students and help 
them stand out in ever more competitive application pools.   

-Tom Boasberg, SAS Superintendent
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An Inside glimpse 
of the Quest

Partnership Experience

video
(6:17 min.)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cyPFQ4Eqbro
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Quest launch trip
● 2-Week Experiential Field Trip to … TBD (based on 

COVID-19 restrictions)

○ Build the Quest Community of Learners
○ Experiential Learning
○ Exploration, Research, and Service-Learning
○ Engage in cultural exchange

● Two weeks prior to regular school year
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In summary...
❖ Open to Juniors and Seniors
❖ Mentorship & Networking
❖ Student-Driven Study (can submit to AP Research)
❖ Personalized learning & Flexible Scheduling to meet students’ needs
❖ Experiential & Interdisciplinary learning
❖ Courses have options for levels of either AT/AP or regular College Prep coursework 
❖ Potential college application differentiator:  

➢ real work experience through projects and 
off-campus partnerships (unpaid internships)

➢ authentic year-long research

❖ Options for non-Quest courses offered in the HS Program Planning Guide.
❖ Focus on Global Citizenship
❖ No additional tuition costs for Quest (Quest 2-week Launch trip cost only)
❖ Quest Students can still participate in the February Interim Trip 

➢ Quest students can choose to complete an Interim in Singapore or can still go on an 
international trip
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Next sTeps
Application Information

○ Released Today, 30 November 2020
○ Available via Quest Website, e-News and HS Daily Bulletin
○ Application Deadlines

■ Round 1: December 10  
■ Round 2: February 16
■ Round 3: March 19

○ Requirements
■ Rising junior or senior on track to graduate
■ Application questions
■ Approval from PAC/College counselor and parent

Opportunities to learn more about Quest
● Parents:

○ Semester 1: Recordings of Parent Meetings via Zoom (recording of Thursday, Nov. 19th meeting is available). 
○ Semester 2: E-mail Quest with specific questions or to schedule virtual tours and Zoom meetings with your family.

● Students:
○ Semester 1: HS Students have been provided the Quest overview video. Currently posted on HS Daily Bulletin.
○ Semester 2: informational meeting dates TBD. Opportunities in Semester 2 include:  lunch sessions, junior class 

meeting, selected grade 10 class presentations, and opportunities to sign up for tours and student shadowing 
(spend ½ or full day with a Quest student).
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Other Resources

Additional information

Website:  www.sas.edu.sg/quest

1-Pager: https://bit.ly/Quest1-Pager (PDF) 

Email: quest@sas.edu.sg 
Instagram: @QuestSAS 
In person: Room H309

You have questions. We have answers. 

Please see the Quest FAQs  for 
answers to some of the most 
commonly asked questions. 

http://www.sas.edu.sg/quest
https://bit.ly/Quest1-Pager
mailto:quest@sas.edu.sg
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hj7Csx1ZM_DXGGNOPODCPHmlSVaL63b-i2pYWyQHKpE/edit?usp=sharing
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Quest learning journeys

Community members share their stories 
and answer your questions
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Please share 
questions and/or 

feedback at:
https://bit.ly/HSPTAQuestions3011

https://bit.ly/HSPTAQuestions3011
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Q & A Panel WITH QUEST COMMUNITY MEMBERS
Current Quest Quest Alumni

Students

B2 (Q&A)

Caden, Jacob, 
Joshua, Matias, Ria

B3 (Breakout Rooms) 

Brianna, Caden, 
Matias

Nigel Li (‘17)

Parents

Charles Lim and Sapta Suwito, 
Parents of Yan (‘22)

Leigh Martin, Mother of Willow (‘19)

Robin Zook, Mother of Caroline (‘19)

Pradipta Sarkar, Father of Ushmil, (‘20)

Sasidharan Sreedran, Father of Buddy (‘21)



Whole group Question & Answer Session

We have received some questions from parents in advance 
of this Morning’s meeting that we will address. 

We welcome additional questions at this time via Google Form 

*If we run out of time, we will try to address these through our FAQs document that will be 
posted in this Friday’s e-news along with the recording of today’s meeting.



Small group breakout rooms via zoom

This concludes our Youtube live stream.

If you sent an rsvp for today’s meeting 
you are invited to now join us via Zoom. 
Please check your email for the link.
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Thank you!



Small group breakout rooms via zoom

Thanks for joining us for today for further discussion!

...In a few moments... 

you will be able to move into a breakout room 
to have a conversation 

with our Quest community panelists
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Extra slides 
for quick reference
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What is Quest?

A full-day, year-long program for 
juniors and seniors that inspires a 
community of learners through 
personalized learning, an 
interdisciplinary approach, and 
experiential learning while 
leveraging a flexible schedule.
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Program Overview
One-Day Quest Two-Day Quest

Open to... Juniors & Seniors Seniors only

Number of credits within Quest 4 6

NUMBER OF CREDITS outside of quest 2-3 0

Full-day? Yes (A or B day cohort) Yes (A and B days)

Off-campus UNPAID internship
Yes

11 weeks, every other day
Yes

8 weeks, potentially everyday*

Student-designed study Yes

Launch Trip
Yes

1-2 weeks before the beginning of the school year

Fulfills catalyst requirement? Yes
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Quest credits on the transcript

Credit (1 each) Course TITLE ON TRANSCRIPT

1-Day & 
2-Day Quest 

English
English: Composition & Research   -OR- 

AT Research 

Math
Data Analysis & Visualization      -OR- 

AT Data Analysis & Visualization

Science
Conservation & Resource Studies      -OR- 

AT Conservation & Resource Studies

Social Studies
Society, Governance & Civic Action      -OR- 

AT Society, Governance & Civic Action
Additional courses 

for 2-Day 
Quest 

Quest Elective Ethics and Leadership

GOA Elective Global Online Academy   [course title depends on GOA course]
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Who is Quest for?
One-Day Quest Two-Day Quest

Juniors & Seniors Seniors Only

Students who…

● are interested in project-based learning, interdisciplinary connections, and experiential learning;
● want to discover or pursue their passions and interests either through a real-world work 

experience off-campus and/or in-depth research;
● are able to manage their time wisely (or are willing to learn!);
● enjoy being part of a small community of learners;

And who also…

● still want to take up to 3 courses in the 
regular HS program.

And who also…

● want to fully immerse themselves in Quest;
● are highly self-motivated and independent;
● have with a good idea of a career field or 

passion they might want to pursue;
● want more time to spend interning and/or 

time to conduct in-depth research.



1-Day Quest 
Schedule Snapshot
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one-day quest: Schedule snapshot in semester 1
Sample Schedule for a JUNIOR or SENIOR in the A-Day cohort of Quest in Semester 1. 
Schedules for students in the B-Day Cohort would look similar, however the days would read as B-C-D cycle in the top row.  

A Day (Quest Day) B Day (Non-Quest Day) C Day (Quest Day)

7:30-8:00 N/A N/A
AT RESEARCH

EARLY-BIRD ONLINE CLASS

8:00-9:20
PUBLIC POLICY 

GUEST SPEAKER NON-QUEST COURSE

WORK EXPERIENCE
 (OFF-CAMPUS)

9:30-10:45 GROUP PROJECT NON-QUEST COURSE

11:35-12:50
STUDENT-DRIVEN STUDY: 
MENTORING & RESEARCH

STUDY HALL

1:05-2:30 MATH LESSON: CODING NON-QUEST COURSE

2:30-3:00 STUDY HALL IN QUEST ADVISORY

AFTER SCHOOL CO-CURRICULARS CO-CURRICULARS
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one-day quest: Schedule snapshot in semester 2
Sample Schedule for a JUNIOR or SENIOR in the A-Day cohort of Quest in Semester 2. 
Schedules for students in the B-Day Cohort would look similar, however the days would read as B-C-D cycle in the top row.  

A Day (Quest Day) B Day (Non-Quest Day) C Day (Quest Day)

7:30-8:00 AM N/A N/A N/A

8:00-9:20 AM
GUEST SPEAKER: 
PUBLIC POLICY

NON-QUEST COURSE
 i.e., AP French, Calc BC...

SCIENCE FIELDWORK

(OFF CAMPUS FIELD TRIP)

9:30-10:45 AM
GROUP PROJECT

NON-QUEST COURSE
 i.e., AP French, Calc BC...

11:35-12:50 PM STUDY HALL

1:05-2:30 PM
STUDENT-DRIVEN STUDY: 

RESEARCH TIME
NON-QUEST COURSE

 i.e., AP French, Calc BC...

2:30-3:00 PM STUDY HALL/FLEX  in QUEST ADVISORY
MATH LESSON:  

2-VARIABLE DATA ANALYSIS 
 DATA COLLECTION FROM FIELDWORK

AFTER SCHOOL CO-CURRICULARS CO-CURRICULARS CO-CURRICULARS



2-Day Quest 
Schedule Snapshot
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two-day quest: schedule snapshot
Sample Schedule for a SENIOR in the TWO-DAY Quest.

A Day B Day C Day

7:30-8:00 N/A
AT RESEARCH

EARLY-BIRD ONLINE CLASS N/A

8:00-9:20 LESSON: ETHICS & LEADERSHIP WORK EXPERIENCE* 
(OFF-CAMPUS)

*Seniors in the 2-Day Quest program will 
be able to complete a Monday-Friday 
partnership (unpaid internship). Students 
can opt to have up to 5 days per week 
working ½ days in the internship and ½ 
days on campus or they may elect to 
scale back to 3-4 days per week in the 
internship and 1-2 day on campus to 
manage their school work load and 
co-curriculars. Their schedule is flexible 
and partnership days and daily 
schedules can be negotiated based on 
the needs of the student and the 
organization.

WORK EXPERIENCE * 
(OFF-CAMPUS)9:30-10:45 GOA ONLINE COURSE

11:35-12:50 STUDY HALL

1:05-2:30
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

PROJECT
AP STATISTICS STUDY GROUP 

(ON CAMPUS)

2:30-3:00 ADVISORY QUEST ADVISOR 
ONE-ON-ONE MEETING

AFTER SCHOOL CO-CURRICULARS CO-CURRICULARS
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two-day quest: schedule snapshot
Sample Schedule for a SENIOR in the TWO-DAY Quest during Semester 2.

A Day B Day C Day

7:30-8:00 N/A N/A N/A

8:00-9:20 GUEST SPEAKER FOR
PUBLIC POLICY

ETHICS & LEADERSHIP 
SOCRATIC DISCUSSION

LESSON:  2-VARIABLE 
DATA ANALYSIS

9:30-10:45
GROUP PROJECT

HS Semester Course 
-or- GOA Online Course

STUDENT-DRIVEN STUDY: 
MENTORING & RESEARCH

11:35-12:50

STUDY HALL in QUEST
-or- 

INDEPENDENT TIME 

 e.i. off-campus internship

SCIENCE FIELDWORK: 

(OFF CAMPUS FIELD TRIP)

1:05-2:30 STUDENT-DRIVEN STUDY: 
MENTORING & RESEARCH

2:30-3:00 ADVISORY

AFTERSCHOOL CO-CURRICULARS CO-CURRICULARS

COMMUNITY GROUP WORK INDIVIDUAL TIME NON-QUESTKEY



Juliet Mao 
Attending yale-nus
Quest member during senior year

Class of 2020



Audrey  Current Quest member, Class of 2021

On Experiential Learning

 “I realized that experiencing something 
firsthand is completely different than 
hearing about it in a classroom... 

...Experiential education also allows us to 
fully appreciate and value the world 
around us.”    - Audrey



On Conducting 
Field Work during Launch Week

Ethan Current Quest member, Class of 2021

“...while we were recording our observations on the luminosity as well as the various soil samples it began to 
rain a downpour. We had all learned in the same standard way we always have, in a near sterile classroom 
learning objective after objective with the only risk being the impending tests. But when the rains came, it 
gave a sense of desperation to our current task. In our endeavours we were pressed for time, requiring us to 
accelerate our given task, it was imperative that we obtain the needed information. Our work became more 
efficient, the threat of being out there longer than necessary required us to require problem solving skills, 
with our group dividing the tasks even more, splitting our group in two… In the end we were able to collect 
the needed information before we lost the notebooks to waterlogging. It was in opposition to the current 
standard school system, by placing a challenge in front of students it would require an air of desperation 
to truly succeed in the face of failure.”  - Ethan



“Quest was the best decision I ever made! I decided to join 
Quest for my senior year because I felt I needed more of a 
community feel at SAS. It was honestly one of the best years of 
my life so far as I have made life long friends, got to travel to 
Mongolia and experienced my dream internship all in the same 
year. The program taught me life long skills such as interview, 
excel, resume/cv writing, extensive research and presentation 
skills; plus so much more in the short amount of time. Also, my 
reference I got from my internship in senior year has landed me 
an HR internship at the Shangri-La Hotel in Sydney, Australia! I 
would do it all again if I could!”                     - Olivia

Olivia Morris 
Attending International College of Management, Sydney, australia
Quest member during SENior year

Class of 2019



Joshua Current Quest member, Class of 2021

On Pursuing Passions in Quest

“ I have never really had anyone in my life 
to talk to about my music. None of my friends 
or family are musically inclined, and so the 
process of my music journey had been a lonely 
one. 

 ...We all joined Quest for a reason. Our passions carry 
us, and that motivation is healthy and self-sustaining for 
the most part. I am excited to see what everyone has to 
offer the Quest program. ” - Joshua
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Experiential learning in quest
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Work experience & NETWORKING
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Small learning community



Why Quest: 
Real Work Experience aligned with A Students’ skills and Interests
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Why Quest: 
Real Work Experience aligned with A Students’ skills and Interests

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uEA0kXCNahA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uEA0kXCNahA
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Why Quest: 
Real Work Experience aligned with A Students’ skills and Interests



Why Quest: 
Real Work Experience aligned with A Students’ skills and Interests
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YOUR  FEEDBACK  PLEASE

bit.ly/ptafeedback

http://bit.ly/ptafeedback
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BREAKOUT  DISCUSSION


