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Dear Warrior Family,

Ten years ago as I stepped onto this beautiful campus at 7851 
Gardendale Street, I learned about the rich legacy of two unique 
and incredible school communities that endured complex 
challenges spanning 60 years (1953-2013), yet still maintained 
their courageous spirit in fulfilling one mission, to bring the 
values of an authentic Catholic education to teenagers in 
Southeast Los Angeles County. That courageous spirit continues 
today at St. Pius X-St. Matthias Academy (PMA) and our story as 
reflected in this “Building a Legacy 2019-2020 Annual Report” is 
one that I hope continues to inspire your unwavering support of 
our mission through what some will call the most challenging and 
unprecedented times yet. 

Despite the challenges we face as a Catholic school in a COVID-19 environment, it is evident that your commitment to manifesting the values 
of family, faith, and investment in Catholic college preparatory education for youth continues to make a tremendous impact on the lives of the 
students and families served by PMA.  Although the pandemic has presented troubling challenges for our school’s bottom line, the experience 
of navigating through uncharted territory has brought about a new resolve and focus to effectively minister to the needs of those students and 
families God has called us to serve.  Our teachers, staff, and administrators have literally made miracles happen with distance learning and the 
added strains of learning new online platforms while supporting students in their academic, social, and emotional needs during these difficult 
times of separation. 

At the beginning of the 2020-2021 school year, I announced that I would be stepping down as President at PMA in order to answer a call to serve 
Catholic schools in a greater capacity as an Assistant Superintendent at the Department of Catholic Schools for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 
I am truly humbled to have had the opportunity to serve, lead, build, and be a part of such an amazing, resilient, spirit and faith filled community 
over the last 10 years. I will deeply miss working with our board, staff, parents, students, and alumni. I am most grateful to YOU, our donors and 
benefactors who have trusted us with the investment of your financial support and I have tremendous hope that PMA can continue to rely on your 
unwavering support.  I have full confidence that our leadership team, under the direction of our long-time Principal and now newly appointed 
Interim President, Mrs. Veronica Zozaya, will ensure success for the tremendous task of guiding PMA through these uncertain times. 

We launched this new year reflecting on our theme of “Encounter” based on the gospel of Luke 24:13-35.  The “encounter” of Christ with two 
disciples on the road to Emmaus, who as result of the crucifixion and death of Jesus, were fearful, scared, and uncertain about the future, 
reminds us of the despair we experienced in the midst of a pandemic, social injustice, and the absence of divine love in human hearts.  Their 
“encounter” with Christ on the road and thereafter leaves them filled with hope, zeal, and a passion for spreading the gospel message, through 
their “encounter” with God the Son, to all. Never before had they known such hope. In a world drenched in violence and oppression, here was a 
man armed with a message of peace and freedom. Into lives nearly overwhelmed by grief and sorrow, he brought compassion and healing and 
the deepest joy. To people who felt like outcasts and aliens, he showed the way home.

Dr. Martin Luther King once stated in his genuine pursuit of racial equality and justice, “We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose 
infinite hope.”   It is this same virtue of hope, that guides the future of PMA forward.  It is my prayer that as you read the contents of this report, 
you too may find a reason to hope and believe in our PMA community.  The gospel values of faith, hope, and love are embedded in the very fabric 
of PMA as a Catholic school, and for this reason our mission is even more critical today than ever before.  

Thank you for being such a meaningful part of my journey in support of the students at St. Pius X-St. Matthias Academy! 

Sincerely in Christ,

Erick Rubalcava 
Outgoing President 

Dear Friends,

As we work to advance the important mission of St. Pius X-St. Matthias Academy, I am firmly committed to ensuring that the momentum we 
have experienced over the last several years continues. I pray that PMA can rely on your support as together we “build a legacy” for future 
generations. I look forward to working with all of you as we help our students to “recognize their significance and seize their opportunities.”

God Bless,

Veronica Zozaya
Principal & Interim President

Thank you so much to those of you who have contributed to PMA’s Building a Legacy Annual Fund in the past!  
This year’s work is underway once again and our goal is $135,000.  With your support remarkable things continue 
to happen in the life of the school and most importantly in the lives of the students we serve.  

As a Catholic High School, PMA is not supported by public funds, relying primarily on tuition and fees from families, 
the vast majority choosing to make great sacrifices in order to provide the gift of a Catholic education.  With 
96% of students relying on school subsidized scholarships for the opportunity to attend PMA, contributions from 
generous benefactors like yourselves, are critical.  We rely on you – our PMA community of alumni, parents and 
friends to help.

We humbly ask that you join us by contributing to the 2020 Building a Legacy Annual Fund today.  No other 
return on investment is as great as impacting the life of a child.  

We have included a remittance envelope with this Annual Report for your convenience.  If you prefer to make your 
gift electronically, please visit our website and go to the “SUPPORT” tab.  Using the dropdown menu, please select, 
“Building a Legacy Fund”. 

Building a Legacy Annual Fund

Board Chairperson - Diane Martinez, Pius X ‘78

Many PMA students are recipients of scholarships from those graduates who came before 
them.  We are so grateful for the gifts we receive when alumni groups come together to 
support today’s students.

Perhaps you have a reunion coming up?  What better way to commemorate the gift of your 
education and the friendships you have made, than by helping a current student!

Please reach out to Renee Salvador ‘88, Director of Advancement, with questions or for 
assistance when making a donation: rsalvador@piusmatthias.org or 
562-861-2271, ext.1025.

Classmates 
from St. 
Matthias High 
School’s Class 
of 1990 have 
come together 
to help support 
two freshman 
girls in need.

Pius X alumna, 
Margaret 
DeMott-Feldman, 
gives this award 
in memory 
of a beloved 
classmate who 
tragically passed 
away in 1993.  
This award 
follows a student 
during all four 
years at PMA.

Classmates 
from Pius X 
Class of 1962 
formed a 
scholarship 
which follows 
one student 
in each grade 
level during 
their four years 
at PMA.

St. Pius X - St. Matthias Academy Advisory Board

Class of 1990
Scholarship

Class of 1971 Kathy Delis 
Memorial Scholarship

Class of ‘62 
Can Do Scholarship



100% OF PMA 2020 GRADUATES WERE ACCEPTED TO COLLEGE OR 
CHOSE TO PROUDLY SERVE IN THE US MILITARY

The mission of St. Pius X - St. Matthias Academy is to provide a challenging Catholic college preparatory education in a supportive learning 
community that will positively affect the lives of teenagers, and provide opportunities for all students to grow in faith, learn without limits, 
and live with a purpose.

St. Pius X - St. Matthias Academy will excel in creating a Catholic educational environment where students recognize their significance in 
our school community, are encouraged and supported to seize opportunities to grow and lead, emerging as empowered, faith inspired and 
contributing citizens of their community and the world.  We will be known for visionary leadership; innovative and passionate educators; 
inspired, tenacious and optimistic students; supportive families and an engaged community.

Male: 47%
Female: 53%

Vision

Mission

74%

attending 4 year
college

25%

attending 2 year
college 1%

Military

Demographics

Recognize your Significance
Seize your Opportunities

PMA

Average Class Size:  23
Student Teacher Ratio:  14:1
Faculty/Staff With Graduate Level Degree and/or Subject Area Credential: 80%
Alumni Faculty/Staff:  15%

Students Receiving Scholarships to Attend PMA:  96%
Families Who Meet Federal Poverty Guidelines:  53%

Catholic Students:  90%
Attended Catholic Elementary Schools:  88%

Glanceat a

Once a Warrior,
Always a Warrior

On July 1, 2020 Diane Martinez, Pius X Class of 1978, took her place as Chairperson of her beloved 
Alma Mater and the story came full circle.  During the four years she attended Pius X High School 
from 1974-1978, Diane was involved in her share of extracurriculars from Student Government all 
four years to the Glee Club, and eventually even being crowned Prom Queen during her senior year.  
Always a Warrior in its truest sense, even she could not have guessed that all of these years later she 
would return to lead the school in the capacity she now serves.

Diane became a member of PMA’s Advisory Board in 2014 and has been instrumental in re-engaging 
alumni during the school’s evolution as it was rebranded, St. Pius X - St. Matthias Academy, beautifully 
blending two great traditions.  Diane has served as Co-Chair of the Warrior Cup Golf Classic, the 
school’s largest annual fundraiser, since its inception three years ago.  A proud member of PMA’s 
Hall of Fame, Diane was inducted to its esteemed ranks in 2018, she is recognized for her significant 
service to the community, exemplifying the tenants of pride, virtue and purpose, true Warrior Spirit!

Before walking the hallowed halls of then Pius X High School, Diane attended Our Lady of the Rosary 
Catholic Elementary School in the neighboring city of Paramount.  Born and raised in Paramount, 
where she served as a City Council Representative from 1994 - 2019 during which time she was a 
much beloved six-term Mayor, Diane still calls the city home.

Diane’s educational background includes a Bachelor’s Degree in Liberal Studies from California 
State University, Long Beach and a Master’s Degree in Education Administration from California 
State University, Dominguez Hills.  She spent over 30 years of her career teaching in the classroom 
and also served as a Reading Resource Coach.  During her term in office, she served as President of 
California Contract Cities Association representing 70 cities with more than seven million residents. 
She was recently appointed to Lakewood Regional Medical Center’s Governing Board and also serves 
on the board of the Los Cerritos YMCA of Greater Long Beach.

Diane retired in 2019 and in addition to the position she holds at her Alma Mater, in her spare time, 
she enjoys playing golf, traveling, reading and attending Country Music Concerts. And of course 
since one of her fondest high school memories was attending athletic events, Diane can still be 
found in the stands cheering today’s Warriors onto victory.

As she settles into her new role as PMA Advisory Board Chairperson, Diane says she is honored to 
serve her Alma Mater in this new capacity and wishes everyone a blessed and successful 2020- 2021 
school year!

Greg Breen
Linda Dakin-Grimm

Regina Dell’Oro
Gary Grimm

Dcn Mario Guerra
Mary Rose Jeffry

Nancy Kim-Portillo
Dr. James McAndrews
Jeanie McHatton, ‘64
Raymond Rivera, ‘72
Claudia Rodarte, ‘99

Rick Rodriguez
Raul Salinas, ‘78

Stephanie Senteno-Tapia
John H. Smet

Charlie Steinmetz
Fr. Sam Ward

Board Chairperson - Diane Martinez, Pius X ‘78

St. Pius X - St. Matthias Academy Advisory Board



Significance Recognized, Opportunities Seized

Class of 2020 College Acceptances

2020 Valedictorian

2020 Salutatorian

Having earned the coveted Valedictorian honor, Briana Torres was filled with Warrior Pride as she 
stepped on stage to address her class during the June 12th drive-through graduation for the Class 
of 2020. 

Briana was born and raised in South Central Los Angeles and before coming to PMA she attended 
Kindergarten through Eighth Grade at nearby St. Rafael Elementary School.  Having heard about the 
Onward Scholars Program (OSP), made possible by The John H. & Cynthia Lee Smet Foundation, 
through a close friend, Briana applied for the program at PMA and was awarded one of 12 coveted 
spots that year.  The OSP Scholarship includes 75% of the cost of tuition which she says, significantly 
lessened the burden on her parents and made it possible to attend a Catholic high school.

During Briana’s four years at PMA she played soccer, served on ASB, and founded a club called 
Eco Ambassadors which promoted environmental issues.  She graduated as a member of NHS 
(National Honor Society), NEHS (National English Honor Society) and CSF (California Scholarship 
Federation).  In addition to her honors and extracurriculars, Briana volunteered with her parish/
former elementary school, The Special Olympics and at Downey First Christian Church’s food bank.

When asked about her favorite PMA memories Briana says, “Kairos 11 will be a memory I hold 
forever dear to my heart because of the bonds created. It was its own time and place, like we were 
in our own dimension, like a little bubble.”  She goes on to add that she really enjoyed being part of 
the boys’ basketball championship season because it promoted a lot of school spirit.

Although Briana was accepted into thirteen colleges/universities, among them LMU, UCLA and 
Cal Berkeley, to name a few, she has chosen to spend the next four years at Stanford University, where she earned a full scholarship.  “Stanford 
still feels unreal, but my shortcomings will be my motivation,” Briana says.  The first in her family to go to college, Briana says she grew up with 
everything she needed but watched her parents constantly struggle to make ends meet and her goal is to be able to repay them one day.  “My mom 
works at a food truck and my dad works at a car wash, it would be a waste of their life’s work for me not to succeed,” Briana concludes. 

When asked how her four years at PMA helped form her, Briana talks about the way the school helped shape her morals, ethics and her way of 
thinking.  “My parents sacrificed everything so that I could be in an environment that promotes learning and allowed me to make lifelong friendships 
and meet incredible people along the way.  I am so thankful for Mr. and Mrs. Smet and the phenomenal resources and workshops that come as part 
of OSP that have prepared me for college.”  Briana especially recognizes Ms. Turcios, St. Matthias ‘10, the Director of the Onward Scholar Program, 
for playing a pivotal role in her college acceptances and helping to open so many doors.

Briana’s area of study is undeclared but she has interest in psychology, sociology, economics and foreign language.  She is considering careers in 
international business, law, social work and with the FBI as a behavioral analyst.  PMA is confident that Briana will succeed in whatever path she 
chooses to pursue and looks forward to celebrating her future accomplishments.

Salutatorian, Andrew Briones, had much to celebrate during the Class of 2020’s graduation festivities.  
Having been raised in Downey, attending Kindergarten through Eighth Grade at St. Raymond’s Parish 
School, and then matriculating down the road to PMA, Andrew made his high school choice because 
it was close to home and really felt like the right school for him.  As high school comes to a close he 
appreciates his choice even more crediting the school for helping him reach his potential and prepare 
him for college.  “The way things are done at PMA, the courses provided, the clubs and athletics, 
make me ready for the next step,” Andrew says.

During his time at PMA he ran cross country and track and was a member of National Honor Society 
(NHS), National English Honor Society (NEHS) and California Scholarship Federation (CSF).  Knowing 
they will always stay in touch, one of his favorite PMA memories is the bonds he created with his 
teammates and the comradery built enjoying the company of friends while sitting at the lunch tables 
together.

Having been accepted by schools such as LMU and UCSD, Andrew has chosen to attend UCLA where 
he will study environmental science and says he is open to whichever career path he is ultimately led.  
Andrew credits PMA for its focus on college and always making sure he did whatever needed to get 
done to get him there.  Andrew and his sister (CSULB ‘20) are the first in the family to attend college.

2019-2020
REVENUES

2019-2020 
EXPENSES

Salaries & Benfits

Operations

Program Activities

Salaries & Compensation

Benefits

Total Salaries & Benefits

Total Expenses

Office/Other Expenses 

Property Taxes/Utilities/Insurance

Educational Expenses

Buildings & Grounds Maintenance

Depreciation/Bad Debt

Total Operations

Food Service 

Athletic Activities/Boosters

Student Body/Campus Ministry/Yearbook

Fundraising Expenditures

Marketing & Admissions/Student Store

Development & Alumni Operations

Total Program Activities

$2,477,656

$555,979         

$3,033,635

$4,015,884

$63,516

$288,179

$153,428

$81, 841

$9,917

$596,881

$7,630

$121,946

$136,585

$25,735

$53,819

$39,653

$$338855,,336688

Tuition/Fees

Donations & Charitable Contributions

Program Activities

Tution & Fees

Summer School Tuition

Registration/Other Fees

Total Tution & Fees

Facility Rentals & Misc.

Archdiocesan Support

Total Revenues

Temporarily Restricted 

Unrestricted

Scholarship Support Programs

Total Donations & Charitable Contributions

Student Store Sales 

Athletic Activities/Boosters

Student Body/Campus Ministry/Yearbook

Fundraising Receipts

Total Program Activities

$1,512,268

$56,776

$279,061

$1,848,105

$116,140

$250,000

$4,221,655

$992,973

$139,622

$416,700

$1,549,295

$11,854

$126,593

$152,978

$166,690

$458,115



Class of 2020 College Acceptances
TThhee  IInnssttiittuuttiioonnss  iinn  BBOOLLDD  iinnddiiccaattee  tthhee  sscchhoooollss  wwhheerree  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  CCllaassss  ooff  22002200  mmaattrriiccuullaatteedd..

Abilene Christian University
Adams State University
AAnnddeerrssoonn  UUnniivveerrssiittyy
Arizona State University
Azusa Pacific University
Baylor University
Belmont Abbey University
Binghampton University
Biola University
Cal Lutheran University
Cerritos College
Chapman University
Compton Community College
California State University, Dominguez Hills 
California State University, East Bay 
California State University, Fullerton 
California State University, Fresno 
California State University, Long Beach 
California State University, Los Angeles 
California State University, Pomona 
California State University, Sacramento 
East Los Angeles College
El Camino College
Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising 
Full Sail University
Gonzaga University
Grand Canyon University
Hawaii Pacific University
Indiana University
John Paul the Great Catholic University 
Kalamazoo College
Long Beach City College
Los Angeles Trade Tech
Loyola Marymount University
Loyola University Chicago
Marist College
Marymount California University
Michigan State University
Mount Saint Mary’s University
Ohio State University

Pacific University
Pepperdine University
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
San Jose State University
Santa Monica Community College
Santiago Canyon College
Sonoma State University
Southern Methodist University
St. John’s University
St. Katherines University
St. Mary’s College of California
Stanford University
State University of New York at New Paltz
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Davis
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Merced
University of California, Riverside
University of California, San Diego
University of California, Santa Cruz
University of California, Los Angeles
University at Buffalo
University of Dallas
University of El Paso
University of Hawaii at Manoa
University of Houston
University of La Verne
University of Nebraska at Lincoln
University of Nevada Las Vegas
University of New Mexico
University of North Dakota
University of Oregon
University of Pittsburg
University of Providence
University of Redlands
University of San Diego
Vanguard University
Virginia Common Wealth University
Western Michigan University
Whittier College

Norma Rodriguez
Orlando Rodriguez

Rita Rodriguez
Rosillo Rodriguez

Gladys Rojas
Olga Rojas

Jose Roman
Karina Roman

Martha Romero
Sandra Romero
Elizabeth Romo

Irene Romo
Martha Romo

Gabriela Roque
Susana Roque

Sandra Rosales
Erick & Monica Rubalcava

Hilda Rubalcava
Jennifer Rubalcava

Claudia Rubio
Elema Rubio
Ozpizia Ruiz
Teresa Ruiz

Emma Sabala
Monique Saenz-Moreno

Eustolia Salazar
Haydee Salazar

Hortencia Salazar
Kristina Salazar
Alicia Salgado

Mirella Salgado
Salvador Family
Reina Sanabria
Belen Sanchez
Erika Sanchez

Rose & Paul Sanchez
Maria Sandoval

Marjorie Sandoval
Monica Sandoval
Mayra Santacruz
Adriana Santana
Gabriela Santos

Maria Santos
Rebecca Saucedo

Joe Schroeder
SCO LLC

Carol Sedlacek
Susan Semone

Stephanie & Miguel Sentenio-Tapia
Ana Serrano

Paul Shaheen
Shakey’s Pizza Downey

Sierra Fasteners Inc
Victor Silva

Amalia Siordia
Lorena SIordia

Kamilah Siqueiros
Maggie Smet

Vanessa Reyes Smith
Jerry Soldner

Angelica Soleda
Maria & Hugo Sosa
Maria Venessa Sosa

Carolina Soto
Cynthia Soto
Hector Soto

Niccole Lee Soto
Reyna Soto

Karrie Spencer
Susana Taula

Kimberly Tejas
Jose A. Tellez
Veronica Tello

Terra Pave Inc.
Barbara & Bill Thacker

Pat Thibodeaux
Emanuel Thomas II

Cammie Thompson II
John Thompson

Robert Thompson
Titus Single Parent Mentoring

Gabriela Topete
Silvia Topete

Torres Family
Ana Laura Torres

Nicole Torres
Maria G. Torres

Alex Triay
Elvia Trujillo

Melissa Turcios
Diana Turrietta

Irma Umana
Martha Urias-Garcia

Ernesto Valdez
Lizette Valdez

Lysette Valencia
Veronica Valencia
Angela Valenzuela

Consuelo Vallejan-Aguilar
Annmarie Vanoy

Jackie Lopez Varela
Ofelia Vargas

Patrick Vargas
Sara Vargas

Erica Vasquez
Edna Vazquez

Misael Vazquez
Jacob Vega

Rosalva Velador
David Velazquez
Josefina Ventura

Mariela Vidal
Marcel Viens

Marissa Vilchis
Margarita Villarreal

Perla Villasenor
Ana Villegas

Raquel Vizcarra
Vanisha Walker

Nieshe Washington
Wells Fargo

Wepay
Mark & Ellen Whalen

Denise Wheeler
Edward Williams

Nerrissa Williams
Pam Woody

Damion Wright
Robert York

Yudess Family
Eric Zavala

Chris Zazueta
Rosalia Zazueta

Cynthia Zelaya-Dondiego
Gloria Zepeda
Zozaya Family

Ron Zurek

Lucia Orozco
Lydia Ortega

Raquel Ortega
Griselda Ortiz

Pedro Ortiz
Priscilla Ortiz

Jessica Oseguera
Our Lady Of The Rosary School

Diane Overton
Deborah Packer
Joseph Packer

Elva Pardo
Gladys Paz

Brendon Peacock
Diana Pelayo
Flor Pelayo

Francisca Pena
Elisa Pena-Salazar

Elizabeth Perea
Christus Peregrinus

Angel Perez
Francisco Perez

Kathy Crowe Perez
Sima Perez

Sarah Peterson
Rosemary Phillips

Kimberly Podzimek
Darrin Poland
Tony Porrata

Portuguese Bend Craft Distillery
Natalie Portway
Jackie Prillwitz

Juliet Pulido
Pupazzo Dog Grooming

Yesenia Quinones
Alba Ramirez

Ana Maria Ramirez
Arturo Ramirez
Dina Ramirez

Enrique Ramirez
Luz Ramirez

Maggdalena Ramirez
Marlin Ramirez
Romy Ramirez

Pete Ramos
Elizabeth Reyes
Gabriel Reyes
Maria Reynoso
Carey Ricard

Miguel Rincon
Annamaria Rivas

Hector Rivas
Cythnia Rivera

Jose Luis Rivera
Matthew Rivera
Raymond Rivera

Betty Femiko Roberts
Juana Robles

Angelica Rodriguez
Candy Rodriguez
Carlos Rodriguez
Cynthia Rodriguez
Darlene Rodriguez
Deborah Rodriguez

Eva Rodriguez
Juan Rodriguez

Leticia Rodriguez
Louie Rodriguez

Lourdes Rodriguez
Maria Elena Rodriguez

Maritza Rodriguez
Melissa Rodriguez
Monica Rodriguez

Every effort has been made to ensure 
accuracy in our reporting. Please accept 
our sincerest apologies for any inadvertent 
omission or  inaccuracy. We ask you to 
contact the Advancement Office to correct 
any errors at (562) 861-2271 ext. 1025



PMA Campus Ministry Mission Statement
Leading our St. Pius X - St. Matthias Academy 

Community closer to God through relationships 
that foster prayer, virtue and service. 

Central to everything PMA does is the beauty 
and tradition of its Catholic Faith Foundation.  
Whether in the classroom, on the courtyard or 
during competition, prayer is infused in the daily 
life of the school community.  This academic year 
was no exception as PMA experienced continued 
growth in student engagement through service 
on and off campus and student led prayer and 
participation in the sacraments. 

Regular opportunities for young people to develop 
their faith life include:  Monthly school wide 
Mass, Adoration, Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
weekly Morning Mass in the beautiful “Chapel of 
Pius X” and seasonal events and prayer services. 

Retreats are another part of Catholic school life 
that PMA students hold dear.  One retreat is held 
per grade level and there are normally three 
Kairos Retreat opportunities for seniors, which 
was modified to two last year due to COVID-19 
restrictions.  These experiences draw students 
closer to God and also to one another.

Putting faith into action through service 
is a graduation requirement that students 
fulfill during their four years at PMA.  Other 
opportunities to communicate and live out 
the faith include: Annual Catholic Schools 
Week, Respect Life Week, Saint of the Day, 
and evangelization through guest speakers 
and social media. 

PMA’s 2019-2020 theme of “Fiat”, exuberantly 
saying yes to God, was lived out during both the 
celebrations and the challenges. The school 
community leaned into faith and each other, 
united in its mission, trusting that God is in 
control.

“As to the soul, we
must develop her

Focus
Faith

-St. Matthias

on

and knowledge.”
power by faith

Ana Dominguez
Maribel Dorsil
James Drabos

Paul & Kay Drake
Kate Duey

Marsha Macke DuMontier
Debra Duncan

Maria Echeverria
Rebecca Edmead

Christopher Ellison  
Ann Erwin

Martiza Escobar
Blas Espinoza

Carolina Espinoza
Daniel Espinoza
Laura Esquivel
Pedro Esquivel

Patricia Gonzalez Estrada
Carina Farias
Graciela Felix

Cynthia Fernandez
Larry Fernandez
Blanca Figueroa
Matilde Figueroa

Dr. Matthew Fisher
Beatriz Flores
Elmer Flores

Ely Flores
Ericka Flores

Marisela Flores
Robert Flores

Yamileth Flores-Orihuela
Fatima Fodera

J.  Ford
Jermaine Ford
Tritobia Ford

John Forrester
Gary & Debi Fournier

Cory French
Front Page Group
Brenda Gallegos
Claudia Gallegos

Lupe Gallegos
Juanita Gamboa

Adam Garcia
Evon Garcia

Robert Garcia
Stephanie Garcia

Teresa Garcia
Adriana Garcia-Adame

Sarahi Garica
Gloria Gillard
Maria Gomez
Mayra Gomez

Raymond Gomez
Maria Gonzales

Angelica Gonzalez
Benita Gonzalez

Carmen Gonzalez
Denise Gonzalez
Estela Gonzalez

Gerardo Galicia Gonzalez
Inez Gonzalez

Jessica Gonzalez
Juan Gonzalez

Margie Gonzalez
Maria S Gonzalez
Maritza Gonzalez
Veronica Gonzalez
Greater Horizons

Laura Green
Angela Grey

 Maria E. Guardian
Virginia Guevara
Izdora Gutierrez

Salvador Gutierrez

Jacqueline Guzman
Jaqueline Guzman

Sandra Guzman
Yvonne Hamilton

Hannah Bodnar Memorial
Aubrey Harrison
Eugene Hatton

Jacqueline Hawthorne
David Hayes

Douglas Heisler
Karen Henkenius
Adriana Heredia

Cynthia Hernandez
Guillermina Hernandez

Juanita Hernandez
Miguel Hernandez
Rosa Hernandez

Simona Hernandez
Natalie Herrera
Victoria Herrera

Luz Higuera
Hill Family

Joe Hill
Lynnae Hodge
Sandra Huerta

Carla & Mike Hughes
Lisa Hunter
Maria Ibarra

Nassim Ibrahim
       Veronica Iniguez

Diana Islas
Lourdes B Islas

Mary Rose Jeffry
Edna Jimenez
Fredy Jimenez
Maria Jimenez
Pedro Jimenez
Cory Johnson
Daniel Joint
Lilly Jones

Deborah Jones-Badele
Bernardina Juarez

Maria Juarez
Sr. Judeen Julier

Paul Jury
Venice Kane
Carol Kearns

Stephen Kestler
Nancy Kim-Portillo

Knights of Columbus #3629
Knights of Columbus #4034
Knights of Columbus #4038

Laszlo Komjathy
Richard Krzewinski

Lance LaCour
 Lance T. Crawford Family Trust

Julio Lara
Sr. Marta Lazaro
Elizabeth Leyva
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W A R R I O R  A T H L E T I C S

Our PMA athletic teams, despite the Pandemic, 
found plenty of success during the year.

The Boys Cross Country team continued their prior 
seasons successes by capturing a spot in the CIF 
Finals. Boys Soccer earned a spot in the CIF playoffs.  

The Girls’ Cross Country, Soccer, Volleyball and 
Basketball Teams all had fantastic seasons which 
saw them all earn league titles for the first time in 
PMA history. 

In just 3 years since football was reintroduced, the 
team finished with an undefeated regular season 
record and took home a Camino Real League 
Title. The team continued its success through 
the playoffs, which earned them a spot in the CIF 
Southern Section Championship Game. 

The Boys Varsity Basketball Team had one of the 
best seasons in school history and wrapped up a 
few prestigious honors along the way. The Varsity 
Basketball Team earned a CIF Southern Section 
playoff berth with an impressive 29-7 record, from 
there they quickly found themselves playing for 
the Division 4A Championship where they went on 
to beat Oakwood and capture the CIF Division 4A 
Southern Section Title. Their play earned them 
a spot in the State Tournament, making it to the 
quarter finals.  Coach Donte Archie was named the 
Division 4A Coach of the Year while Senior, Denzel 
Okoli, was named the California State Division 4A 
Player of The Year as well as receiving Division 4 
California First Team Honors. Senior, Rafael Gomez, 
and Junior, Ethan Mccanless, were also awarded All-
CIF honors and the entire varsity basketball team 
made tremendous contributions to the success of 
the season.

Unfortunately, with the pandemic starting in March 
and the school operations having moved online, all 
spring sports had to be cancelled. We look forward 
to once again seeing Baseball, Softball, Track and 
Field, and Boys’ Volleyball all return to competition 
in the new school year. With the pandemic still 
going on, CIF made the decision to start the Fall 
20-21 Seasons in December 2020. We hope to 
continue building on our success and look forward 
to seeing all our fans at future PMA sporting events. 
Go Warriors! 
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St. Pius X - St. Matthias Academy is the grateful recipient of a grant from 
the Frank McHugh-O’Donovan Foundation that went toward the purchase 
of three passenger vans.  The funds gifted to the school, combined with 
proceeds from the 2019 Warrior Cup Golf Classic were used to purchase 
three much needed passenger vans.  As PMA grows, its need to transport 
students for academic as well as athletic, campus ministry, and student 
activity purposes grows as well. We anticipate a savings of approximately 
$20,000 annually to our transportation budget.  The savings from this 
expense will be reallocated to help those students most in need.

Just as funding for the vans was received and the purchase made, COVID-19 
hit.  The school leaned into the strength of its alumni to push through 
to completion this heartfelt endeavor, which included branding the new 
vehicles with the school logo.  Downey’s own Rapid O Print, whose owners 
are Pius X Alums, Alex Triay ‘88 and Robert Triay ‘87, worked quickly to get 
the vans properly branded.    

The school is so very grateful to the Frank McHugh-O’Donovan Foundation, 
Warrior Cup 2019 supporters, and Rapid-O Print for making the beautiful 
finished passenger vans possible.  Having been blessed during the Mass 
celebrating St. Pius X’s feast day on August 21st, the small fleet of vans 
readily awaits the return of the students they will serve.

Oh the places we’ll go...

Passenger
Vans
PMA

There is a new normal operating today, one that our world faces 
together and one that changes day to day and week to week. With 
schools at the epicenter of this new reality, St. Pius X - St. Matthias 
Academy is only too familiar with the increased demands for 
flexibility, creativity and innovation. 

PMA’s leadership met challenges head on and successfully remained 
a step ahead of what would be required to best serve its students, 
impressively navigating through uncharted waters. The ingenuity of 
those who were able to pivot and redevelop our educational delivery 
system was nothing short of heroic, with only two days allotted for 
the transition.  Dedicated faculty and hard-working staff, worked 
diligently with leadership to deliver a seamless transition to distance 
learning.

Teaching and learning remotely called for educators to learn new 
ways to deliver curriculum while at the same time problem solving 
through technological limitations which plagued many of PMA’s 
students.  Things that many of us take for granted like available 
internet, a working webcam and a quiet distraction-free workspace, 
were not the reality for some of PMA’s students.  In addition to 
working through the added challenges, the school found ways 
to keep kids connected using Zoom as a tool for prayer services, 
counseling, and movie nights.  The school even celebrated its first 
ever drive-through Baccalaureate Mass and Graduation Ceremony 
for the Class of 2020.

Safety measures such as free standing and wall mounted hand 
sanitizers, mandatory masks and temperature checks before 
stepping on campus, social distancing protocol, among other 
important details, were implemented to make returning to campus 
safe for employees.  The sights and sounds of students are sorely 
missed, their absence tugging at the hearts of their PMA family left 
to walk empty hallways, teach in empty classrooms and stare out at 
deserted playing fields.

Never losing sight of the mission to provide opportunities for 
all students to grow in faith, learn without limits, and live with a 
purpose, and armed with Christ at the center of everything it does, 
the school finished strong and heroes were born, among both 
teacher and student, during the “Time of COVID”. 

Pride
Living

Virtue
&
During a Pandemic

with
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W A R R I O R  A T H L E T I C S

Our PMA athletic teams, despite the Pandemic, 
found plenty of success during the year.

The Boys Cross Country team continued their prior 
seasons successes by capturing a spot in the CIF 
Finals. Boys Soccer earned a spot in the CIF playoffs.  

The Girls’ Cross Country, Soccer, Volleyball and 
Basketball Teams all had fantastic seasons which 
saw them all earn league titles for the first time in 
PMA history. 

In just 3 years since football was reintroduced, the 
team finished with an undefeated regular season 
record and took home a Camino Real League 
Title. The team continued its success through 
the playoffs, which earned them a spot in the CIF 
Southern Section Championship Game. 

The Boys Varsity Basketball Team had one of the 
best seasons in school history and wrapped up a 
few prestigious honors along the way. The Varsity 
Basketball Team earned a CIF Southern Section 
playoff berth with an impressive 29-7 record, from 
there they quickly found themselves playing for 
the Division 4A Championship where they went on 
to beat Oakwood and capture the CIF Division 4A 
Southern Section Title. Their play earned them 
a spot in the State Tournament, making it to the 
quarter finals.  Coach Donte Archie was named the 
Division 4A Coach of the Year while Senior, Denzel 
Okoli, was named the California State Division 4A 
Player of The Year as well as receiving Division 4 
California First Team Honors. Senior, Rafael Gomez, 
and Junior, Ethan Mccanless, were also awarded All-
CIF honors and the entire varsity basketball team 
made tremendous contributions to the success of 
the season.

Unfortunately, with the pandemic starting in March 
and the school operations having moved online, all 
spring sports had to be cancelled. We look forward 
to once again seeing Baseball, Softball, Track and 
Field, and Boys’ Volleyball all return to competition 
in the new school year. With the pandemic still 
going on, CIF made the decision to start the Fall 
20-21 Seasons in December 2020. We hope to 
continue building on our success and look forward 
to seeing all our fans at future PMA sporting events. 
Go Warriors! 
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PMA Campus Ministry Mission Statement
Leading our St. Pius X - St. Matthias Academy 

Community closer to God through relationships 
that foster prayer, virtue and service. 

Central to everything PMA does is the beauty 
and tradition of its Catholic Faith Foundation.  
Whether in the classroom, on the courtyard or 
during competition, prayer is infused in the daily 
life of the school community.  This academic year 
was no exception as PMA experienced continued 
growth in student engagement through service 
on and off campus and student led prayer and 
participation in the sacraments. 

Regular opportunities for young people to develop 
their faith life include:  Monthly school wide 
Mass, Adoration, Sacrament of Reconciliation, 
weekly Morning Mass in the beautiful “Chapel of 
Pius X” and seasonal events and prayer services. 

Retreats are another part of Catholic school life 
that PMA students hold dear.  One retreat is held 
per grade level and there are normally three 
Kairos Retreat opportunities for seniors, which 
was modified to two last year due to COVID-19 
restrictions.  These experiences draw students 
closer to God and also to one another.

Putting faith into action through service 
is a graduation requirement that students 
fulfill during their four years at PMA.  Other 
opportunities to communicate and live out 
the faith include: Annual Catholic Schools 
Week, Respect Life Week, Saint of the Day, 
and evangelization through guest speakers 
and social media. 

PMA’s 2019-2020 theme of “Fiat”, exuberantly 
saying yes to God, was lived out during both the 
celebrations and the challenges. The school 
community leaned into faith and each other, 
united in its mission, trusting that God is in 
control.

“As to the soul, we
must develop her

Focus
Faith

-St. Matthias

on

and knowledge.”
power by faith
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Class of 2020 College Acceptances
TThhee  IInnssttiittuuttiioonnss  iinn  BBOOLLDD  iinnddiiccaattee  tthhee  sscchhoooollss  wwhheerree  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  CCllaassss  ooff  22002200  mmaattrriiccuullaatteedd..

Abilene Christian University
Adams State University
AAnnddeerrssoonn  UUnniivveerrssiittyy
Arizona State University
Azusa Pacific University
Baylor University
Belmont Abbey University
Binghampton University
Biola University
Cal Lutheran University
Cerritos College
Chapman University
Compton Community College
California State University, Dominguez Hills 
California State University, East Bay 
California State University, Fullerton 
California State University, Fresno 
California State University, Long Beach 
California State University, Los Angeles 
California State University, Pomona 
California State University, Sacramento 
East Los Angeles College
El Camino College
Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising 
Full Sail University
Gonzaga University
Grand Canyon University
Hawaii Pacific University
Indiana University
John Paul the Great Catholic University 
Kalamazoo College
Long Beach City College
Los Angeles Trade Tech
Loyola Marymount University
Loyola University Chicago
Marist College
Marymount California University
Michigan State University
Mount Saint Mary’s University
Ohio State University

Pacific University
Pepperdine University
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
San Jose State University
Santa Monica Community College
Santiago Canyon College
Sonoma State University
Southern Methodist University
St. John’s University
St. Katherines University
St. Mary’s College of California
Stanford University
State University of New York at New Paltz
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Davis
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Merced
University of California, Riverside
University of California, San Diego
University of California, Santa Cruz
University of California, Los Angeles
University at Buffalo
University of Dallas
University of El Paso
University of Hawaii at Manoa
University of Houston
University of La Verne
University of Nebraska at Lincoln
University of Nevada Las Vegas
University of New Mexico
University of North Dakota
University of Oregon
University of Pittsburg
University of Providence
University of Redlands
University of San Diego
Vanguard University
Virginia Common Wealth University
Western Michigan University
Whittier College

Norma Rodriguez
Orlando Rodriguez

Rita Rodriguez
Rosillo Rodriguez

Gladys Rojas
Olga Rojas

Jose Roman
Karina Roman

Martha Romero
Sandra Romero
Elizabeth Romo

Irene Romo
Martha Romo

Gabriela Roque
Susana Roque

Sandra Rosales
Erick & Monica Rubalcava

Hilda Rubalcava
Jennifer Rubalcava

Claudia Rubio
Elema Rubio
Ozpizia Ruiz
Teresa Ruiz

Emma Sabala
Monique Saenz-Moreno

Eustolia Salazar
Haydee Salazar

Hortencia Salazar
Kristina Salazar
Alicia Salgado

Mirella Salgado
Salvador Family
Reina Sanabria
Belen Sanchez
Erika Sanchez

Rose & Paul Sanchez
Maria Sandoval

Marjorie Sandoval
Monica Sandoval
Mayra Santacruz
Adriana Santana
Gabriela Santos

Maria Santos
Rebecca Saucedo

Joe Schroeder
SCO LLC

Carol Sedlacek
Susan Semone

Stephanie & Miguel Sentenio-Tapia
Ana Serrano

Paul Shaheen
Shakey’s Pizza Downey

Sierra Fasteners Inc
Victor Silva

Amalia Siordia
Lorena SIordia

Kamilah Siqueiros
Maggie Smet

Vanessa Reyes Smith
Jerry Soldner

Angelica Soleda
Maria & Hugo Sosa
Maria Venessa Sosa

Carolina Soto
Cynthia Soto
Hector Soto

Niccole Lee Soto
Reyna Soto

Karrie Spencer
Susana Taula

Kimberly Tejas
Jose A. Tellez
Veronica Tello

Terra Pave Inc.
Barbara & Bill Thacker

Pat Thibodeaux
Emanuel Thomas II

Cammie Thompson II
John Thompson

Robert Thompson
Titus Single Parent Mentoring

Gabriela Topete
Silvia Topete

Torres Family
Ana Laura Torres

Nicole Torres
Maria G. Torres

Alex Triay
Elvia Trujillo

Melissa Turcios
Diana Turrietta

Irma Umana
Martha Urias-Garcia

Ernesto Valdez
Lizette Valdez

Lysette Valencia
Veronica Valencia
Angela Valenzuela

Consuelo Vallejan-Aguilar
Annmarie Vanoy

Jackie Lopez Varela
Ofelia Vargas

Patrick Vargas
Sara Vargas

Erica Vasquez
Edna Vazquez

Misael Vazquez
Jacob Vega

Rosalva Velador
David Velazquez
Josefina Ventura

Mariela Vidal
Marcel Viens

Marissa Vilchis
Margarita Villarreal

Perla Villasenor
Ana Villegas

Raquel Vizcarra
Vanisha Walker

Nieshe Washington
Wells Fargo

Wepay
Mark & Ellen Whalen

Denise Wheeler
Edward Williams

Nerrissa Williams
Pam Woody

Damion Wright
Robert York

Yudess Family
Eric Zavala

Chris Zazueta
Rosalia Zazueta

Cynthia Zelaya-Dondiego
Gloria Zepeda
Zozaya Family

Ron Zurek

Lucia Orozco
Lydia Ortega

Raquel Ortega
Griselda Ortiz

Pedro Ortiz
Priscilla Ortiz

Jessica Oseguera
Our Lady Of The Rosary School

Diane Overton
Deborah Packer
Joseph Packer

Elva Pardo
Gladys Paz

Brendon Peacock
Diana Pelayo
Flor Pelayo

Francisca Pena
Elisa Pena-Salazar

Elizabeth Perea
Christus Peregrinus

Angel Perez
Francisco Perez

Kathy Crowe Perez
Sima Perez

Sarah Peterson
Rosemary Phillips

Kimberly Podzimek
Darrin Poland
Tony Porrata

Portuguese Bend Craft Distillery
Natalie Portway
Jackie Prillwitz

Juliet Pulido
Pupazzo Dog Grooming

Yesenia Quinones
Alba Ramirez

Ana Maria Ramirez
Arturo Ramirez
Dina Ramirez

Enrique Ramirez
Luz Ramirez

Maggdalena Ramirez
Marlin Ramirez
Romy Ramirez

Pete Ramos
Elizabeth Reyes
Gabriel Reyes
Maria Reynoso
Carey Ricard

Miguel Rincon
Annamaria Rivas

Hector Rivas
Cythnia Rivera

Jose Luis Rivera
Matthew Rivera
Raymond Rivera

Betty Femiko Roberts
Juana Robles

Angelica Rodriguez
Candy Rodriguez
Carlos Rodriguez
Cynthia Rodriguez
Darlene Rodriguez
Deborah Rodriguez

Eva Rodriguez
Juan Rodriguez

Leticia Rodriguez
Louie Rodriguez

Lourdes Rodriguez
Maria Elena Rodriguez

Maritza Rodriguez
Melissa Rodriguez
Monica Rodriguez

Every effort has been made to ensure 
accuracy in our reporting. Please accept 
our sincerest apologies for any inadvertent 
omission or  inaccuracy. We ask you to 
contact the Advancement Office to correct 
any errors at (562) 861-2271 ext. 1025



Significance Recognized, Opportunities Seized

Class of 2020 College Acceptances

2020 Valedictorian

2020 Salutatorian

Having earned the coveted Valedictorian honor, Briana Torres was filled with Warrior Pride as she 
stepped on stage to address her class during the June 12th drive-through graduation for the Class 
of 2020. 

Briana was born and raised in South Central Los Angeles and before coming to PMA she attended 
Kindergarten through Eighth Grade at nearby St. Rafael Elementary School.  Having heard about the 
Onward Scholars Program (OSP), made possible by The John H. & Cynthia Lee Smet Foundation, 
through a close friend, Briana applied for the program at PMA and was awarded one of 12 coveted 
spots that year.  The OSP Scholarship includes 75% of the cost of tuition which she says, significantly 
lessened the burden on her parents and made it possible to attend a Catholic high school.

During Briana’s four years at PMA she played soccer, served on ASB, and founded a club called 
Eco Ambassadors which promoted environmental issues.  She graduated as a member of NHS 
(National Honor Society), NEHS (National English Honor Society) and CSF (California Scholarship 
Federation).  In addition to her honors and extracurriculars, Briana volunteered with her parish/
former elementary school, The Special Olympics and at Downey First Christian Church’s food bank.

When asked about her favorite PMA memories Briana says, “Kairos 11 will be a memory I hold 
forever dear to my heart because of the bonds created. It was its own time and place, like we were 
in our own dimension, like a little bubble.”  She goes on to add that she really enjoyed being part of 
the boys’ basketball championship season because it promoted a lot of school spirit.

Although Briana was accepted into thirteen colleges/universities, among them LMU, UCLA and 
Cal Berkeley, to name a few, she has chosen to spend the next four years at Stanford University, where she earned a full scholarship.  “Stanford 
still feels unreal, but my shortcomings will be my motivation,” Briana says.  The first in her family to go to college, Briana says she grew up with 
everything she needed but watched her parents constantly struggle to make ends meet and her goal is to be able to repay them one day.  “My mom 
works at a food truck and my dad works at a car wash, it would be a waste of their life’s work for me not to succeed,” Briana concludes. 

When asked how her four years at PMA helped form her, Briana talks about the way the school helped shape her morals, ethics and her way of 
thinking.  “My parents sacrificed everything so that I could be in an environment that promotes learning and allowed me to make lifelong friendships 
and meet incredible people along the way.  I am so thankful for Mr. and Mrs. Smet and the phenomenal resources and workshops that come as part 
of OSP that have prepared me for college.”  Briana especially recognizes Ms. Turcios, St. Matthias ‘10, the Director of the Onward Scholar Program, 
for playing a pivotal role in her college acceptances and helping to open so many doors.

Briana’s area of study is undeclared but she has interest in psychology, sociology, economics and foreign language.  She is considering careers in 
international business, law, social work and with the FBI as a behavioral analyst.  PMA is confident that Briana will succeed in whatever path she 
chooses to pursue and looks forward to celebrating her future accomplishments.

Salutatorian, Andrew Briones, had much to celebrate during the Class of 2020’s graduation festivities.  
Having been raised in Downey, attending Kindergarten through Eighth Grade at St. Raymond’s Parish 
School, and then matriculating down the road to PMA, Andrew made his high school choice because 
it was close to home and really felt like the right school for him.  As high school comes to a close he 
appreciates his choice even more crediting the school for helping him reach his potential and prepare 
him for college.  “The way things are done at PMA, the courses provided, the clubs and athletics, 
make me ready for the next step,” Andrew says.

During his time at PMA he ran cross country and track and was a member of National Honor Society 
(NHS), National English Honor Society (NEHS) and California Scholarship Federation (CSF).  Knowing 
they will always stay in touch, one of his favorite PMA memories is the bonds he created with his 
teammates and the comradery built enjoying the company of friends while sitting at the lunch tables 
together.

Having been accepted by schools such as LMU and UCSD, Andrew has chosen to attend UCLA where 
he will study environmental science and says he is open to whichever career path he is ultimately led.  
Andrew credits PMA for its focus on college and always making sure he did whatever needed to get 
done to get him there.  Andrew and his sister (CSULB ‘20) are the first in the family to attend college.

2019-2020
REVENUES

2019-2020 
EXPENSES

Salaries & Benfits

Operations

Program Activities

Salaries & Compensation

Benefits

Total Salaries & Benefits

Total Expenses

Office/Other Expenses 

Property Taxes/Utilities/Insurance

Educational Expenses

Buildings & Grounds Maintenance

Depreciation/Bad Debt

Total Operations

Food Service 

Athletic Activities/Boosters

Student Body/Campus Ministry/Yearbook

Fundraising Expenditures

Marketing & Admissions/Student Store

Development & Alumni Operations

Total Program Activities

$2,477,656

$555,979         

$3,033,635

$4,015,884

$63,516

$288,179

$153,428

$81, 841

$9,917

$596,881

$7,630

$121,946

$136,585

$25,735

$53,819

$39,653

$$338855,,336688

Tuition/Fees

Donations & Charitable Contributions

Program Activities

Tution & Fees

Summer School Tuition

Registration/Other Fees

Total Tution & Fees

Facility Rentals & Misc.

Archdiocesan Support

Total Revenues

Temporarily Restricted 

Unrestricted

Scholarship Support Programs

Total Donations & Charitable Contributions

Student Store Sales 

Athletic Activities/Boosters

Student Body/Campus Ministry/Yearbook

Fundraising Receipts

Total Program Activities

$1,512,268

$56,776

$279,061

$1,848,105

$116,140

$250,000

$4,221,655

$992,973

$139,622

$416,700

$1,549,295

$11,854

$126,593

$152,978

$166,690

$458,115



100% OF PMA 2020 GRADUATES WERE ACCEPTED TO COLLEGE OR 
CHOSE TO PROUDLY SERVE IN THE US MILITARY

The mission of St. Pius X - St. Matthias Academy is to provide a challenging Catholic college preparatory education in a supportive learning 
community that will positively affect the lives of teenagers, and provide opportunities for all students to grow in faith, learn without limits, 
and live with a purpose.

St. Pius X - St. Matthias Academy will excel in creating a Catholic educational environment where students recognize their significance in 
our school community, are encouraged and supported to seize opportunities to grow and lead, emerging as empowered, faith inspired and 
contributing citizens of their community and the world.  We will be known for visionary leadership; innovative and passionate educators; 
inspired, tenacious and optimistic students; supportive families and an engaged community.

Male: 47%
Female: 53%

Vision

Mission

74%

attending 4 year
college

25%

attending 2 year
college 1%

Military

Demographics

Recognize your Significance
Seize your Opportunities

PMA

Average Class Size:  23
Student Teacher Ratio:  14:1
Faculty/Staff With Graduate Level Degree and/or Subject Area Credential: 80%
Alumni Faculty/Staff:  15%

Students Receiving Scholarships to Attend PMA:  96%
Families Who Meet Federal Poverty Guidelines:  53%

Catholic Students:  90%
Attended Catholic Elementary Schools:  88%

Glanceat a

Once a Warrior,
Always a Warrior

On July 1, 2020 Diane Martinez, Pius X Class of 1978, took her place as Chairperson of her beloved 
Alma Mater and the story came full circle.  During the four years she attended Pius X High School 
from 1974-1978, Diane was involved in her share of extracurriculars from Student Government all 
four years to the Glee Club, and eventually even being crowned Prom Queen during her senior year.  
Always a Warrior in its truest sense, even she could not have guessed that all of these years later she 
would return to lead the school in the capacity she now serves.

Diane became a member of PMA’s Advisory Board in 2014 and has been instrumental in re-engaging 
alumni during the school’s evolution as it was rebranded, St. Pius X - St. Matthias Academy, beautifully 
blending two great traditions.  Diane has served as Co-Chair of the Warrior Cup Golf Classic, the 
school’s largest annual fundraiser, since its inception three years ago.  A proud member of PMA’s 
Hall of Fame, Diane was inducted to its esteemed ranks in 2018, she is recognized for her significant 
service to the community, exemplifying the tenants of pride, virtue and purpose, true Warrior Spirit!

Before walking the hallowed halls of then Pius X High School, Diane attended Our Lady of the Rosary 
Catholic Elementary School in the neighboring city of Paramount.  Born and raised in Paramount, 
where she served as a City Council Representative from 1994 - 2019 during which time she was a 
much beloved six-term Mayor, Diane still calls the city home.

Diane’s educational background includes a Bachelor’s Degree in Liberal Studies from California 
State University, Long Beach and a Master’s Degree in Education Administration from California 
State University, Dominguez Hills.  She spent over 30 years of her career teaching in the classroom 
and also served as a Reading Resource Coach.  During her term in office, she served as President of 
California Contract Cities Association representing 70 cities with more than seven million residents. 
She was recently appointed to Lakewood Regional Medical Center’s Governing Board and also serves 
on the board of the Los Cerritos YMCA of Greater Long Beach.

Diane retired in 2019 and in addition to the position she holds at her Alma Mater, in her spare time, 
she enjoys playing golf, traveling, reading and attending Country Music Concerts. And of course 
since one of her fondest high school memories was attending athletic events, Diane can still be 
found in the stands cheering today’s Warriors onto victory.

As she settles into her new role as PMA Advisory Board Chairperson, Diane says she is honored to 
serve her Alma Mater in this new capacity and wishes everyone a blessed and successful 2020- 2021 
school year!

Greg Breen
Linda Dakin-Grimm

Regina Dell’Oro
Gary Grimm

Dcn Mario Guerra
Mary Rose Jeffry

Nancy Kim-Portillo
Dr. James McAndrews
Jeanie McHatton, ‘64
Raymond Rivera, ‘72
Claudia Rodarte, ‘99

Rick Rodriguez
Raul Salinas, ‘78

Stephanie Senteno-Tapia
John H. Smet

Charlie Steinmetz
Fr. Sam Ward

Board Chairperson - Diane Martinez, Pius X ‘78

St. Pius X - St. Matthias Academy Advisory Board



Dear Warrior Family,

Ten years ago as I stepped onto this beautiful campus at 7851 
Gardendale Street, I learned about the rich legacy of two unique 
and incredible school communities that endured complex 
challenges spanning 60 years (1953-2013), yet still maintained 
their courageous spirit in fulfilling one mission, to bring the 
values of an authentic Catholic education to teenagers in 
Southeast Los Angeles County. That courageous spirit continues 
today at St. Pius X-St. Matthias Academy (PMA) and our story as 
reflected in this “Building a Legacy 2019-2020 Annual Report” is 
one that I hope continues to inspire your unwavering support of 
our mission through what some will call the most challenging and 
unprecedented times yet. 

Despite the challenges we face as a Catholic school in a COVID-19 environment, it is evident that your commitment to manifesting the values 
of family, faith, and investment in Catholic college preparatory education for youth continues to make a tremendous impact on the lives of the 
students and families served by PMA.  Although the pandemic has presented troubling challenges for our school’s bottom line, the experience 
of navigating through uncharted territory has brought about a new resolve and focus to effectively minister to the needs of those students and 
families God has called us to serve.  Our teachers, staff, and administrators have literally made miracles happen with distance learning and the 
added strains of learning new online platforms while supporting students in their academic, social, and emotional needs during these difficult 
times of separation. 

At the beginning of the 2020-2021 school year, I announced that I would be stepping down as President at PMA in order to answer a call to serve 
Catholic schools in a greater capacity as an Assistant Superintendent at the Department of Catholic Schools for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. 
I am truly humbled to have had the opportunity to serve, lead, build, and be a part of such an amazing, resilient, spirit and faith filled community 
over the last 10 years. I will deeply miss working with our board, staff, parents, students, and alumni. I am most grateful to YOU, our donors and 
benefactors who have trusted us with the investment of your financial support and I have tremendous hope that PMA can continue to rely on your 
unwavering support.  I have full confidence that our leadership team, under the direction of our long-time Principal and now newly appointed 
Interim President, Mrs. Veronica Zozaya, will ensure success for the tremendous task of guiding PMA through these uncertain times. 

We launched this new year reflecting on our theme of “Encounter” based on the gospel of Luke 24:13-35.  The “encounter” of Christ with two 
disciples on the road to Emmaus, who as result of the crucifixion and death of Jesus, were fearful, scared, and uncertain about the future, 
reminds us of the despair we experienced in the midst of a pandemic, social injustice, and the absence of divine love in human hearts.  Their 
“encounter” with Christ on the road and thereafter leaves them filled with hope, zeal, and a passion for spreading the gospel message, through 
their “encounter” with God the Son, to all. Never before had they known such hope. In a world drenched in violence and oppression, here was a 
man armed with a message of peace and freedom. Into lives nearly overwhelmed by grief and sorrow, he brought compassion and healing and 
the deepest joy. To people who felt like outcasts and aliens, he showed the way home.

Dr. Martin Luther King once stated in his genuine pursuit of racial equality and justice, “We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose 
infinite hope.”   It is this same virtue of hope, that guides the future of PMA forward.  It is my prayer that as you read the contents of this report, 
you too may find a reason to hope and believe in our PMA community.  The gospel values of faith, hope, and love are embedded in the very fabric 
of PMA as a Catholic school, and for this reason our mission is even more critical today than ever before.  

Thank you for being such a meaningful part of my journey in support of the students at St. Pius X-St. Matthias Academy! 

Sincerely in Christ,

Erick Rubalcava 
Outgoing President 

Dear Friends,

As we work to advance the important mission of St. Pius X-St. Matthias Academy, I am firmly committed to ensuring that the momentum we 
have experienced over the last several years continues. I pray that PMA can rely on your support as together we “build a legacy” for future 
generations. I look forward to working with all of you as we help our students to “recognize their significance and seize their opportunities.”

God Bless,

Veronica Zozaya
Principal & Interim President

Thank you so much to those of you who have contributed to PMA’s Building a Legacy Annual Fund in the past!  
This year’s work is underway once again and our goal is $135,000.  With your support remarkable things continue 
to happen in the life of the school and most importantly in the lives of the students we serve.  

As a Catholic High School, PMA is not supported by public funds, relying primarily on tuition and fees from families, 
the vast majority choosing to make great sacrifices in order to provide the gift of a Catholic education.  With 
96% of students relying on school subsidized scholarships for the opportunity to attend PMA, contributions from 
generous benefactors like yourselves, are critical.  We rely on you – our PMA community of alumni, parents and 
friends to help.

We humbly ask that you join us by contributing to the 2020 Building a Legacy Annual Fund today.  No other 
return on investment is as great as impacting the life of a child.  

We have included a remittance envelope with this Annual Report for your convenience.  If you prefer to make your 
gift electronically, please visit our website and go to the “SUPPORT” tab.  Using the dropdown menu, please select, 
“Building a Legacy Fund”. 

Building a Legacy Annual Fund

Board Chairperson - Diane Martinez, Pius X ‘78

Many PMA students are recipients of scholarships from those graduates who came before 
them.  We are so grateful for the gifts we receive when alumni groups come together to 
support today’s students.

Perhaps you have a reunion coming up?  What better way to commemorate the gift of your 
education and the friendships you have made, than by helping a current student!

Please reach out to Renee Salvador ‘88, Director of Advancement, with questions or for 
assistance when making a donation: rsalvador@piusmatthias.org or 
562-861-2271, ext.1025.

Classmates 
from St. 
Matthias High 
School’s Class 
of 1990 have 
come together 
to help support 
two freshman 
girls in need.

Pius X alumna, 
Margaret 
DeMott-Feldman, 
gives this award 
in memory 
of a beloved 
classmate who 
tragically passed 
away in 1993.  
This award 
follows a student 
during all four 
years at PMA.

Classmates 
from Pius X 
Class of 1962 
formed a 
scholarship 
which follows 
one student 
in each grade 
level during 
their four years 
at PMA.

St. Pius X - St. Matthias Academy Advisory Board

Class of 1990
Scholarship

Class of 1971 Kathy Delis 
Memorial Scholarship

Class of ‘62 
Can Do Scholarship



Building a Legacy

2019-2020 Annual Report

PMA Advancement Team
Renee Salvador ‘88, Director of Advancement & Alumni Relations
rsalvador@piusmatthias.org  |  562-861-2271, ext.1025

Albert Miranda, Advancement & Alumni Relations Associate
amiranda@piusmatthias.org  |  562-861-2271, ext.1022

Anthony Boulahoud, Director of Admissions & Marketing
aboulahoud@piusmatthias.org  |  562-861-2271, ext. 1040

Connect With Us!
Use the website to join Pius Matthias Connect
Like us on Facebook @PiusMatthiasAcademy
Follow us on Twitter @PiusMatthias
Follow us on Instagram @piusmatthias

SAVE THE DATE
3RD ANNUAL WARRIOR CUP GOLF CLASSIC  |  JUNE 18, 2021

Important Dates 2020-2021
November 8, 2020 Open House
December 4, 2020 Christmas Tree Lighting
February 1, 2021 Catholic Schools Week
March 5, 2021 Homecoming
June 4, 2021 Class of 2021 Graduation
June 18, 2021 Warrior Cup Golf Classic

St. Pius X - St. Matthias Academy 
7851 East Gardendale Street  
Downey, CA  90242


