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Holiday backlog: “First, by Thanksgiving Day and perhaps as early as Wednesday, all three 
metrics will flatten out or drop, probably for several days. This decrease will make it look like things are 
getting better at the national level. Then, in the week following the holiday, our test, case, and death 
numbers will spike, which will look like a confirmation that Thanksgiving is causing outbreaks to 
worsen. But neither of these expected movements in the data will necessarily mean anything about 
the state of the pandemic itself. Holidays, like weekends, cause testing and reporting to go down and 
then, a few days later, to "catch up." So the data we see early next week will reflect not only actual 
increases in cases, test, and deaths, but also the potentially very large backlog from the holiday.” - The 
COVID Tracking Project 

Thanksgiving Surge: “The actual case increases from Thanksgiving exposures—people who 
got COVID-19 during the holiday weekend—probably won’t start showing up in the data until the 
second week of December. Succeeding waves of infections from holiday gatherings will roll in for 
weeks. From what we’ve seen so far, the virus can spread with remarkable speed, but there are delays 
at every step in tracing and reporting its spread: It takes time to get tested, time to get and report a 
result, time to trace close contacts—and to start the process over again with a new circle of 
exposures.” - The COVID Tracking Project 

https://covidtracking.com/blog/daily-covid-19-data-is-about-to-get-weird
https://covidtracking.com/blog/daily-covid-19-data-is-about-to-get-weird
https://covidtracking.com/blog/daily-covid-19-data-is-about-to-get-weird
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UPDATED
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No new data available 
(no school last week)
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Select new data available 
(no school last week for 

some districts)



UPDATED

● Staffing capacity and substitute fill rate continue to be a challenge.
○ Sub fill rate is currently at 47% (does not reflect secondary distance support)




