Friday 27 November 2020

Newsletter
Message from Mr O’Regan
Continued thanks and appreciation for wearing masks and socially distancing on site.

To continue to reduce risk, please do not send Christmas cards in with your child this year–
instead please consider making a donation to Lenny’s Wish– details below.
On the last day of term, as well as Christmas Dinner, this will be a non uniform day for pupils to
wear their Christmas jumpers and own clothes. Donations please to Lenny’s ‘Just Giving’ page.

Our POW value this week was independence - “To find yourself, think for yourself” - Socrates
We would like to remind everyone that the entrance gate is now two way with permitted
vehicles also leaving the site so please be careful when crossing at this gate.

The Malagiri school, Nepal
WSLPA has recently established a link with the Malagiri school in Nepal to benefit
pupils in both these communities. We plan to share pictures, letters and songs
initially.
The Malagiri school was set up by the University of Brighton’s School of Education, in
2011, to fund a school for children aged three to eight in a remote area of Nepal. It now
educates around 60 children in brightly coloured and well-resourced classrooms. Many people
in Malagiri live in conditions of extreme poverty. Their homes are extremely basic, constructed
of rough-hewn wood with no glazing in the windows and there is no electricity supply. The
villagers grow crops and keep animals, selling any excess produce to buy essentials such as
clothing, winter supplies and medicine. Please visit their site to learn more:
http://blogs.brighton.ac.uk/malagiri/

Registering for Breakfast and After School Club - Term 3
As you are aware from previous letters, we are currently reviewing the wrap around care
provision. Both clubs were modified with limited numbers and activities provided from
home to keep pupils and staff as safe as possible. Breakfast club will be from 8:00 a.m. – 8:30
a.m. with toast and juice being provided using disposable plates and cups. Numbers will be
limited to 15 places for the term.
After School Club will run from 3:15 p.m. – 4:45 p.m. You will notice that these timings are
modified; this is to allow for the extra cleaning / sanitising by the site team. Numbers
of spaces allocated will be limited to 10. We ask that if your child is allocated a place for
After School Club you provide a snack for them as well as an activity i.e colouring book and
crayons, puzzle book, reading etc. No electronic games please.
To register your interest in your child having a place at either Breakfast or After School Club
please send an email to office@wslprimaryacademy.org.uk with the subject line ’Breakfast
Club Place’ and/or ’After School Club Place’. Please note that everyone needs to apply
even if your child has had a space this term.
Please be aware that registering your interest does not automatically ensure a place as
numbers are limited and preference will be given to critical key workers. Notification will be
sent to you via Parentmail if we have been able to meet your request. If a space has been
allocated then you will be required to pay for the whole of term 3 through ParentPay. This is
because each space must be booked and paid for in advance on a half termly basis to
allow for consistent groupings in line with government guidance. Places will be reserved for
the whole of term 3, although you do not need to use them every day.

Year 1 Handwriting
In Year 1 children have been working very hard to improve their handwriting and are making
great progress. We wish to now allow children to extend their practice with a new system for
practicing at home. An introduction to this can be found in this video created by Mrs
Cottingham.
From this week, if your child is in Year 1, you will see in their bookbag that there will be a sheet
to practice on which will have the handwriting lines and the letter family of the week. To
support the children further, each handwriting activity will be accompanied by weekly
videos to support letter formation. This week, the focus is the ’down and off’ letters and the
accompanying videos can be found here. This will be a four week rolling programme which
means children will get the chance to practice the same letters again after a number of
weeks when the weekly practice sheet is sent home.
From the sheets that are returned each Monday we will choose a 'Handwriting Hero' of the
week. You could also send a proud cloud in if you are particularly impressed with your child's
effort or progress.
Thank you in advance for your support with this; it really will impact your child's learning.

Question Time with Sally-Ann Hart MP
This term Year 5 and 6 have been learning about the political systems in our country and
what this looks like on a local level. All classes enjoyed a video call last week with our local
MP Sally-Ann Hart, who was able to answer some of the students’ questions.

Parent Consultations
We are pleased to report that our amended system for parent consultations ran effectively
over the past two weeks despite the lack of face to face meetings under the current times.
This was an excellent way to reach out to our community and discuss the learning.
Where parents and carers were not able to pick up at their allotted time, we are very
grateful for your patience when the teacher left a voice message to rearrange meetings
and found this system to work well.

If you believe that the school may not have the correct number for whatever reason, please
contact the school office to ensure we are able to get in contact with you promptly should
the need arise and to eliminate any issues around getting in touch with you in future.

Designing Dragons
A very special congratulations to Reggie in Avocets for the most inventive design when
creating his dragon eye. The whole class were in agreement that his was a superb effort and
one of the best. Well done!

Buddy the Elf Visits Year 1!
Year 1 had a visit from Buddy the Elf and he has asked for our help! Buddy and the elves
simply do not have enough time left to make all of the toy cars that Santa needs to deliver
on Christmas Eve. Buddy brought the parts for the toy cars we would need and some
instructions for Year 1 to follow to make the cars. Blackbirds and Robins have been busy
designing their toy cars and have learnt the instruction text using the Talk for Writing
approach to help us. We are sure Year 1 are up to the task... don't worry Santa!

Be Bright – Thursday 10th December
West St Leonards Primary Academy is trying to encourage as many children to cycle and
scoot to school as possible. As the days get shorter, it is important to make sure children are
aware of being visible when they are out and about.
With this in mind we are organising a ‘Be Bright’ day on Thursday 10th December, when we
would like to encourage everyone to decorate their bikes or scooters with bright, reflective
materials and lights before cycling or scooting to school.
There are lots of things you can use to decorate your bikes/scooters; bright lights, reflective
material, painted cardboard, streamers, pipe cleaners around the spokes, the possibilities are
endless. Whatever you come up with, please make sure the decorations don’t obstruct the
controls or moving parts of the bike.
We will be giving away slap bands and reflective rucksack covers to the best decorated
bikes and scooters.
Thank you for your help with this fun day. I look forward to seeing what your children can
create!

Gold Awards
We continue to award children each week for showing their POW values and showing
Excellent Learning and Friendship. Here are the gold awards for this week.

Puffins - Roman

Ducklings - Sonny

Roman for his brilliant reading! He has really
shown his POW values here so well done!

Sonny has been doing some excellent work and we
can see excellent progress in his writing.

Blackbirds - Mya
Mya for making such huge improvement in her handwriting, using the
cursive letter formation and trying to join her letters! Mya is always
striving for five with writing across all areas of learning, you are a great
example to everyone Mya!

Warblers - Alfie
A huge well done to Alfie for such creative and wellpresented homework. Mrs Williams was especially impressed with the
fishing rod this week which Immi could use to fish for cod in the ice hole
in our innovated story this week.

Robins - Louie
Louie for having an excellent attitude toward his
work and is always demonstrating his POW
values by being kind, thoughtful and
independent.

Kingfishers - Sophie
Sophie for being a great role model to the class.
She is always ready for her learning
and demonstrates her POW values every day.
Well done!

Nightingales - Sophia

Sandmartins - Harris

Avocets -

Sophia for her excellent attitude towards learning this
week. Sophia has worked hard and has shown
her independence to produce two persuasive posters.

I have seen a huge improvement in his attitude to learning and he is
definitely starting to strive for a five. He has excelled in his addition this
week and also shown great leadership skills as the Sandmartins’ mystery
student.

Maddison for her amazing use of expanded noun
phrases and fronted adverbials in her warning
story! Well done Maddison.

Oystercatchers - Mason
Mason for his dedication and helpfulness to his new role as
an IT ambassador. Mason has been coming in early to help
the team set up the computers and supporting his peers
when things go wrong. Excellent work Mason!

Herons - Lia
Lia for perseverance in her work and an
improvement in her attitude to learning. Well done
Lia, keep it up!

Razorbills - Oliver

Swifts - Evie-Mae

Oliver for having a fantastic attitude for learning
and showing great pictorial representations in
Maths.

Evie-Mae for her fabulous positive attitude to
learning. She always strives to do her best and
knows when to ask for support. Keep it up EvieMae!

Cranes - Tyler
Tyler for his fantastic perseverance in his writing
this week and excellent presentation, keep up
the great work!

Doves - George
George has made a wonderful, positive start since returning to
school. He has produced some fantastic writing in his Talk for
Writing lessons and his number work this week has been
exceptional. Well done, George!

