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SAINTS CONNECT
The latest news and updates from Saint Peter Public Schools

A MESSAGE FROM
SUPT. BILL GRONSETH
It’s the time of year
when we often take note
of the many things we
have to be thankful for.
This year has had many
twists and turns and it
could be easy to dwell
on all of the negatives.
It brings to mind a
saying I have carried with me for
years-- Life is 10% what happens and
90% how I react. That’s not to say I
don’t recognize when things aren’t
what I would hope for. It does,
however, help me to see the positives
amid the negatives. It helps me to see
beyond the current situation to a
brighter future and allows me to be a
part of building on the positives rather
than getting mired down by the
negatives.
While COVID-19 continues to be on
the increase in our community, so too
is the helpful and kind nature of our
community. I see neighbors helping
neighbors by running errands,
dropping off food, and caring for each
other when they are not feeling well or
in quarantine. People are sharing
positive messages of hope and
encouragement. And as
Superintendent I get to see the behind
the scenes of all that is being done to
engage our students in meaningful
learning through distance learning, to
provide childcare for Tier I families, to
provide meals for our students. While
I work with staff I hear and see their
deep care for our students, their
families, and our community. This
year, as I reflect on the things I am
thankful for, the opportunity to live
and work in our community is high on
my list.
Thank you and may your season be
filled with peace, joy, and all that you
hope for.

SPPS Media Specialist Karen Snay and her staff have
been working hard getting materials to students at
each of the four main buildings during the most
recent distance learning.

Media centers adjust to assist
students during distance learning

Organization of the book checkout process by
Saint Peter Schools' media center staff is going
well during distance learning, according to SPPS
Media Specialist Karen Snay.
"We just hope students will take advantage of
it," Snay said. "I made videos for the teachers in
each building to share with students about how to
login to our library catalog system so they can put
books on hold just like they would at a public
library. We pull the books, check them out, and bag
them up for students/families to pick up at their
school building."
Books can be returned to any of the school
buildings.
A further in-depth look at how the media
center staff in all four buildings (South Elementary,
North Elementary, Saint Peter Middle School, and
Saint Peter High School) is adjusting during
distance learning will be included in the newest
(December) issue of Highlights, which can be
viewed, starting on Tuesday, Dec. 1, HERE!
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Co-Curricular
activities update

North Elementary's Virtual
Book Fair is set for Nov. 25-Dec. 8
North Elementary will be hosting a Virtual Book Fair starting on
Wednesday, Nov. 25 and running through Tuesday, Dec. 8, which
will allow for Scholastic to be able to ship items to the purchaser’s
home in time for the holidays.
Families can do their shopping, which will not start until
tomorrow (Wednesday) by clicking HERE or the graphic above!
North Elementary will earn 25% profit on all online book sales.
eWallet info
Parents can set up accounts for students to shop with; grandparents or others can contribute to the account.
TEACHERS can set up eWallet accounts for Wish List
purchases. This allows parents to donate money to the account
with a credit card. Teachers then make purchases before the
end of the fair with the money in their account. This is in place
of filling out wish list slips at the fair. Let me know if you have
questions about this.
Unused money on any eWallet accounts at the end of the fair
gets converted into a Scholastic credit--basically it gets saved
in the student's Scholastic account as a credit and can be
applied to future Scholastic purchases.
PLEASE NOTE: There is FREE shipping on all BOOK ONLY
orders over $25. To earn the free shipping, everything in the order
has to be books. If purchasing non-book items and you have $25+ in
books, do a book-only order to get the free shipping on the books
and then purchase the non-book items in a separate order.

Just a reminder that with Saint Peter
Schools going to all distance learning until
Monday, Jan. 4, 2021, that means all inperson co-curricular activities have been
cancelled until that time. This includes inperson practices, rehearsals, competitions,
performances, captains practices, open
gyms, weight room sessions, or any other
school-organized gathering.
Coaches and directors are encouraged to
post exercises and activities for students to
stay engaged while continuing to practice
social distancing. Contact those coaches
directly for access to those activities.
All in-person athletic/activity banquets
and end of season meetings have been
postponed starting Monday, Nov. 16.
Winter Activities were scheduled to start
on the following dates, but will now begin
in a distance-coaching framework and will
not meet in person until Monday, January
4th. This date could be subject to change
based on improved county and school case
rates. Virtual coaching can begin on:
Middle School Girls Basketball (7th
grade only) - 11/23
Boys Hockey, Boys Basketball - 11/23
Middle School Boys Basketball - 11/30
Wrestling, Girls Hockey - 11/30
Gymnastics, Girls Basketball grades 812 - 12/7
One Act Play - Virtual Rehearsal
Speech - TBD
Parents are welcome to sign up their
students for activities within the
registration system. If the events do not
happen, we will adjust or reimburse those
amounts based on any new direction from
the School Board.
* Register Here

UPCOMING EVENTS
Monday, Dec. 7 - School Board study session
(virtual), 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 21 - Regular School Board
meeting (virtual), 6:30 p.m.
Monday, Jan. 4, 2021 - Hybrid learning for K12 scheduled to resume.

