
CARDINAL HEIGHTS BUILDING: OVERALL PLAN

Overview

Since the community-approved $164 million capital referendum in April 2019, 
the District, along with its design and construction partners, has been hard at 
work. With Sun Prairie West High School construction underway, and the Bank 
of Sun Prairie Stadium at Ashley Field complete, the team has been focused on 
designing the referendum projects at the Cardinal Heights Upper Middle School 
site. 

The Cardinal Heights renovation project consists of four sub-projects, including 
Central Heights Middle School, Prairie Phoenix Academy, the Professional 
Learning Center, and the Employee Wellness Clinic.

Over the past several months, the design team, District leadership, and three 
subcommittees have re-engaged to finalize the design of these projects. Below 
is a brief summary of the work that will be completed for each.

Here’s a quick look at what has been happening:

•	 25+ meetings with the Central Heights 
Middle School, Prairie Phoenix Academy, and 
Professional Learning Center subcommittees 
and following user groups: 

	» Central Heights Library Media Center
	» Central Heights Tech Ed
	» Central Heights Fitness
	» Central Heights Office
	» Prairie Phoenix Academy
	» Professional Learning Center
	» Adult Transition Program
	» District Board Room
	» Employee Wellness Clinic

At-a-Glance

To stay informed on the Sun Prairie West High 
School project currently under construction, or to 
learn about the recently completed Bank of Sun 
Prairie Stadium at Ashley Field, check out one of the 
prior design updates listed below:

•	 May 2019

•	 June 2019

•	 July/August 2019

•	 September–December 2019

•	 April 2020

You can also visit the District’s website to view 
construction updates and summaries, videos, 
meeting agendas and minutes, and presentations.

Cardinal Heights Upper Middle School Renovation

CENTRAL HEIGHTS MIDDLE SCHOOL

The majority of the current Cardinal Heights Upper Middle School building will 
become a 6th–8th grade middle school, which will be renamed Central Heights 
Middle School. Renovations will be made to:

•	 Repurpose and renovate several existing classrooms at the center of the 
building to create a new library media center.

•	 Renovate two classrooms into a new fitness space.

•	 Create a new Tech Ed shop.

Current & Completed Projects

EMAIL  ref2019@sunprairieschools.org
VISIT  sunprairieschools.org/ref2019
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EXISTING

EMPLOYEE
WELLNESS
CLINIC

PRAIRIE 
PHOENIX

ACADEMY

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING 
CENTER

LIBRARY

TECH ED

CENTRAL HEIGHTS MIDDLE SCHOOL

RENOVATION

REFERENDUM
UPDATE

Highlights from Summer/Fall 2020

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1563897627/sunprairiek12wius/typqyntjna0tr7bxaje4/HighlightsfromMay2019_1.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1563897109/sunprairiek12wius/anctdrink5dbvlurawv9/SunPrairieASD_ProgressUpdate_June2019FINALREVISED.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1572879338/sunprairiek12wius/uazr3xf7wex7fydfuyde/SunPrairieASD_ProgressUpdate_July_August2019Final.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1585147452/sunprairiek12wius/ebyo0rtjgllf8eju0yr2/SunPrairieASD_ProgressUpdate_September-December2019.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1588105885/sunprairiek12wius/zqmdtaeg1yqay7viwrnk/Insert_SPASD_The_Star_FINAL.pdf
https://www.sunprairieschools.org/ref2019


CENTRAL HEIGHTS: LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER RENDERING

PRAIRIE PHOENIX ACADEMY: CAFETERIA RENDERING

IMAGE

PRAIRIE PHOENIX ACADEMY: RESOURCE AREA RENDERING
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Highlights from Summer/Fall 2020

PRAIRIE PHOENIX ACADEMY

The current Prairie Phoenix Academy (PPA), an alternative high school 
program, is housed in a standalone, aging facility. Renovations to the west side 
of the existing Cardinal Heights building will create a new, dedicated space to 
support PPA’s programming. Improvements will:

•	 Turn the existing fitness center into a gymnasium.
•	 Convert the existing wood shop into a cafeteria/commons, including a 

serving area for school nutrition, a teaching kitchen, and several breakout 
spaces.

•	 Utilize several existing science labs and classroom spaces to serve PPA.
•	 Repurpose existing Tech Ed areas to provide collaborative project and tech 

space that PPA is currently lacking.
•	 Create a teacher collaboration room to provide dedicated office space for 

staff.
•	 Create a resource area that opens onto the main corridor, providing a 

shared collaborative space for students.

Upon project completion, the existing PPA building will be removed.

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING CENTER

The Professional Learning Center will be located in the northeast portion of the 
Cardinal Heights building and will:

•	 Include a professional development space for the District.

•	 House the Adult Transition Program.

•	 Provide office space for instructional coaches.

The existing library and a few adjacent classrooms will be combined and 
renovated into a large event space that will hold approximately 200 people. 

The building’s original gym, which has since been used as a science lab and 
classroom, will be renovated into a Community/Board Room. This will function 
as the primary meeting space for the Board of Education and a commons space 
for the Professional Learning Center.

EMPLOYEE WELLNESS CLINIC

The existing student services office suite will be renovated in partnership 
with SSM/Dean Health into an Employee Wellness Clinic. The clinic will serve 
District and City of Sun Prairie staff.

The clinic will include a reception area, three exam rooms, a screening room, a 
lab room, and clinic staff workspace.


