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Happy New Year!
Wait, not so fast! It's not January 1, 2021,
(although in many ways, we can't wait for 2020 to end).
I should have said:

Happy New Liturgical Year!
Happy November 29th, 2020! Why?
Because that is the First Day of Advent,
the First Sunday of Advent. It marks a NEW BEGINNING.
Think about how many times we wish we could hit rewind,
and get just that: a NEW BEGINNING...
maybe on a daily basis, maybe over a year, maybe in a
relationship...Well, what is our most important relationship?
Who is there for us, time and time again, no matter what?
Ponder the gift of Reconciliation and that Jesus is
always there, ready to RECONCILE with us!
So let us get a deeper understanding of ADVENT and live
every day of it, while we await the birth of our Redeemer.

There are 24 days between November 29 and December 24.
Here at SJS, The Mothers' Club has been hosting an Advent Wreath
making event and blessing on the first Sunday of Advent for the
last few years. As we know, they are very resourceful,
and have adapted this wonderful tradition to be "Covid-proof".
I strongly encourage you to partake of this event!
You may be very familiar with The Advent Wreath. Here's s refresher:
evergreen branches into which four candles are inserted,
representing the four weeks of Advent. Ideally, three candles are purple
and one is rose, but white candles can also be used.
The purple candles in particular symbolize the prayer, penance,
and preparatory sacrifices and good works undertaken at this time.
The rose candle is lit on the third Sunday, known as Gaudete Sunday,
when the priest also wears rose vestments at Mass.
Gaudete Sunday is the Sunday of rejoicing, because the faithful have
arrived at the midpoint of Advent, when their preparation is now
half over and they are close to Christmas.
The progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes the expectation and
hope surrounding our Lord’s first coming into the world and the anticipation
of His second coming to judge the living and the dead.
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Mark your calendars!
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29TH
Join us in spirit for our annual

ADVENT WREATH EVENT
We supply the makings for your family’s wreath,
including beautifully fresh greens,
a wreath frame and Advent candle set.
All wreath kits will be blessed.

Pre-Registration is required |

$35 per family kit

Registration to order will close on Sunday 11/22

- Please sign up via MC's website - Pick up locationto be announced -

