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SAINTS CONNECT
The latest news and updates from Saint Peter Public Schools

A MESSAGE FROM
SUPT. BILL GRONSETH
For the first
quarter we have
been using a
hybrid model of
instruction with
many safety
protocols and
procedures in
place. Staff and
students have been doing an
outstanding job of wearing
masks, social distancing,
handwashing, etc. This has
allowed us to avoid close
contacts during the school
day while providing inperson instruction to our
students. Unfortunately, the
spread of COVID-19 in our
community has continued to
increase.
We are having many
students and staff who have
been exposed to COVID-19 in
the community and now in
our schools. For this reason,
a special school board
meeting was held on
November 10th to consider a
recommendation to
transition to Distance
Learning for all students.
The school board approved
the recommendation and beginning
Monday, November 16th all
students will be engaged in
distance learning. There will
be no school on Friday,
November 13th to allow staff
time to plan for the
transition. Our distance
learning model is
See SUPT. MESSAGE on next page

District to go to distance learning
starting Monday until Jan. 4, 2021

Co-curricular activities stopped during that time as well
Starting on Monday, Nov.
16, Saint Peter Public School
students will transition to
distance learning, after the
Saint Peter School Board
approved the change at a
special meeting on
Wednesday evening. The
district has been using the
hybrid learning model since
the start of the school year
but will switch to distance
learning until Monday, Jan. 4,
2021.
There will be no school
this Friday (Nov. 13) to allow
staff time to plan for the
transition.
School administration,
with input from Nicollet
County Public Health officials
and state guidelines, made
the recommendation for the
transition to distance
learning based upon the
recent rapid increase in the
COVID-19 infection rates for
the area served by Saint
Peter Public Schools.

SPHS Fall Play to
be shown online
November 19-21

The 2020 SPHS Fall Play
production of "War of the
Worlds: The Panic
Broadcast," which was
recorded last week, will be
shown online on Thursday,
Nov. 19; Friday, Nov. 20;
and Saturday, Nov. 21,
with showtimes at 7 p.m.
each night. To order
tickets please click HERE!

Information regarding
schedules for each student
and the details for distance
learning will be shared by
each child’s school.
Athletic practices and
events are one of the many
places the County is
experiencing exposures to
COVID-19. In accordance with
state guidelines, all SPPS
athletic activities will not take
place while in distance
learning. (See pg. 2 for more
info.)
For more details on the
transition please see
Superintendent Bill Gronseth's
message on left side of this
page.
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North students create Veterans Wall
An inspiration from one of their teachers led students at
North Elementary to create a Veterans Wall in one of the
school's hallways to pay tribute to those who served on
Veterans Day (Nov. 11). Niki Zitur, a third grade teacher at
North, has always held Veterans Day in high regard given her
family's long tradition of serving in the armed forces. The idea
originally started out as a class project for Niki's students, but
grew into a school-wide project this year with North several
students bringing in photos of their family members who were
veterans to place on the wall (shown above).
"Seeing how this small, but amazing idea blew up into a wall
honoring those who sacrificed their lives for us gives me
chills," Niki said. "The Veteran's Day assembly will always be
one of my favorite days of the school year, so I am glad that we
can still recognize the Veterans in a special way this school
year."

Co-Curricular activities update
Starting Monday, 11/16, all in-person co-curricular activities will be
cancelled. This includes in-person practices, rehearsals, competitions,
performances, captains practices, open gyms, weight room sessions,
or any other school-organized gathering.
Coaches and directors are encouraged to post exercises and
activities for students to stay engaged while continuing to practice
social distancing. Contact those coaches directly for access to those
activities.
The Fall Play virtual performances originally scheduled for
November 19th, 20th, and 21st will be streamed virtually here starting
on Thursday, Nov. 19.
All in-person athletic/activity banquets and end of season meetings
have been postponed starting Monday, Nov. 16.
Winter Activities were scheduled to start on the following dates,
but will now begin in a distance-coaching framework and will not
meet in person until Monday, January 4th. This date could be subject
to change based on improved county and school case rates. Virtual
coaching can begin on:
* Middle School Girls Basketball (7th grade only) - 11/23
* Boys Hockey, Boys Basketball - 11/23
* Middle School Boys Basketball - 11/30
* Wrestling, Girls Hockey - 11/30
* Gymnastics, Girls Basketball grades 8-12 - 12/7
* One Act Play - Virtual Rehearsal Dates TBD
* Speech - TBD
Parents are welcome to sign up their students for activities within
the registration system. If the events do not happen, we will adjust or
reimburse those amounts based on any new direction from the School
Board.
* Register Here

much different than last spring’s
emergency learning plan. It is much more
engaging and includes synchronous
lessons--which means students and
teachers will be engaged live-time
virtually.
More information regarding schedules
and the details of distance learning will be
shared with students and families by each
of the schools. There may be students who
require additional support during the
coming weeks of distance learning.
Students who receive special services,
English language learning support, or
other interventions may be asked to come
to school for in-person learning if it is
determined that it is necessary for their
continued progress. Athletic practices and
events are one of the many places the
County is experiencing high rates of
exposure to COVID-19. In accordance with
state guidelines, we will not be
participating in athletic activities while in
distance learning.
We are hopeful that we will be able to
return to the hybrid model on January 4th,
2021. We know that nothing can replace
the magic that happens when our students
and teachers are together in our
classrooms. We want our students to
come back to school as soon as possible.
We will continue to monitor the health
of our community on an ongoing basis.
We all play a part in reducing the spread
of COVID-19 in our communities. Please
continue to be diligent with mask wearing,
social distancing, handwashing and
avoiding social gatherings.
And as always, thank you for being part
of the Saints Nation -- where we are
Saints strong, and everyone belongs.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Thursday, Nov. 12 - Volleyball at Fairmont
C football at Fairmont
Friday, Nov. 13 - JV football at Fairmont
Monday, Nov. 16 - School Board regular
meeting, 6:30 p.m.
Nov. 19-21 - Fall Play online showing, 7 p.m.
Click HERE to buy tickets!

If you have any COVID-19 related
questions please send an email to:
covid-19information@stpeterschools.org

