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A Prayer for Our Veterans
Loving God, we ask for blessings on all those who have
served our country in the armed forces. We ask for healing
for the Veterans who have been wounded, in body and soul,
in conflicts around the globe. We pray especially for the
young men and women, in the thousands, who are coming
home with injured bodies and traumatized spirits. Bring
solace to them, O Lord; may we pray for them when they
cannot pray. We ask for, echoing John Paul II,
an end to wars and the dawning of a new era of peace,
as a way to honor all the veterans of past wars.
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Have mercy on all our Veterans. Bring peace to their hearts
and peace to the regions they fought in. Bless all
the soldiers who served in non-combative posts; May their
calling to service continue in their lives in many positive ways.
Give us all the creative vision to see a world which, grown
weary with fighting, moves to affirming the life of every
human being and so moves beyond war. Hear our prayer,
O Prince of Peace, hear our prayer.
Amen.

Monthly Value
- GOODNESS At SJS we incorporate the Archdiocese’s Values Infusion Program into our daily studies.

Goodness & the Life of Jesus Christ
The life of Jesus Christ is the perfect example of goodness,
as He died on the cross for the sins of humanity
in order to give us the gift of eternal life.
His ministry and sacrifice is an example of God's goodness toward mankind.
After all, the term "gospel" means "good news."

I think it's important that we focus also on this idea: good, better, best...
The wonderful part of that is that we don't have to use the superlative when it comes to being GOOD;
we don't have to be concerned about being the best at being GOOD!
While we always strive to improve, when it comes to GOODNESS, GOOD IS GOOD!
Why is this important? Because we are unique, we all bring ourselves, and no one else can do that!
By that very understanding, we are freed! As I observe and interact with the children of SJS,
(who are sorely missed when they're not in school) I see GOODNESS- there's no reason to look for "BEST-NESS".
To cite a few examples:
The children are respectful and helpful to all around them.
They, without pretense or deliberateness, have excitedly and warmly welcomed our beloved "new" students
this year-kids just have a natural way to be friends-we can all learn from them, and try to regain some of that
instinctual innocence.
The children play without care-we long for those days!
They do what is expected, even when "no one is watching".
So it's GOOD to recognize the GOODNESS! Thank God we have it in abundance at SJS!
If you have a chance, please listen to "God is Good All The Time," a song by Don Moen.
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St. Joseph School Welcomes Pre-K!
Thanks to our Pastor, Father Peter McGeory who spearheaded the Saint Joseph School Best in Class
Committee, after 18 months of diligence, in consultation with Early Childhood experts in classroom and
curriculum design, our long-anticipated SJS Pre-K 3s and 4s Program is in full bloom! Our state-of-theart facility is second-to-none, and provides the ideal setting for your youngster's most important
"introduction to school". Our Pre-K Dream Team of Ms. DiSanto, Mrs. Feldmeth, Ms. Sperlongano and
Ms. Morales, with additional expertise from our Curriculum Specialist, Mrs. Teresa Letizia, have
exceeded our very high expectations in our inaugural year (and unfortunately, I must add, during a
pandemic). Our SJS Pre-K Program weaves the values and tenets of our Catholic Faith into our
atmosphere and activities. We celebrate the uniqueness of each of God's children, and focus on our
students' spiritual, personal and social development, interactive and language skills through play, fine
and gross motor/physical development, and literacy development and pre-academic skills in the arenas
of arithmetic, science, and social studies. Our program is child-centered and experientially-based;
immersion in hands-on learning fosters the multiple intelligences.
From the moment our children arrive at the SJS Pre-K each morning, they are greeted warmly by their
teachers as they enter through their private Pre-K gate and play area. Staff welcomes them into their
brand-new, state-of-the-art classroom, and immediately their daily routines, the foundations of future
organization and study skills, begin. Our daily program consists of lively movement and music activities
and stimulating learning-center play; during daily small group instruction, the children are immersed in a
developmentally-appropriate, multisensory pre-academic activities. Concepts and vocabulary are
reinforced through carefully-planned delivery of curricula that fosters the development of language
understanding and use, the precursors to reading. Pre-writing skills are blended with fun lessons that
incorporate fine-motor development. Arithmetics and mathematical reasoning is developed through
everyday activities and engaging games. Simple science investigations support our students' abilities to
think critically and use observation to draw conclusions. Special projects provide valuable opportunities
to learn social-studies lessons about our community, customs, Holy Days and holidays! Snack time and
lunch time are supervised; the children delight in (distanced) socializing while eating their lovinglypacked snacks and lunch. By early afternoon, a nap is in order-soft music is played and the lights are
dimmed to encourage relaxation. After a refreshing rest period, the children are again ready to
participate in learning. At 2:30, the Pre-K day comes to an end and one-by-one, our littlest gems leave
through the private Pre-K gate, and joyfully reunite with their families by an orderly dismissal.
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Yay for Pre-K!

What Parents are Saying!
"My son has severe food allergies, so school
has always been a little anxiety producing,
but I feel very comfortable with the way the
school has handled his situation. But, the
best indication of how it’s going is that
everyday our little guy wakes up excited to
get to school, and he has a smile on his face
whenever we get there to pick him up."
"We're so thrilled to have our daughter in
Pre-K at St. Joseph's. The teachers are so
warm and caring and they come up with such
fun activities for the kids to do. I'm so
grateful that they were able to create a safe,
fun and nurturing environment for our kids."
"My daughter is in Pre-K 3. She loves going to
school everyday and comes home singing new
songs! She loves playing school at home and
she pretends to be Ms. DiSanto."
"We're delighted with St. Joseph's Pre-K
program. Our daughter goes to school
enthusiastically and comes home proud of
her accomplishments. She's made wonderful
friends, adores her teachers and has learned
so much about shapes, letters and writing!
Thank you to Mrs Feldmeth, Ms DiSanto,
Mrs Sanchez and the entire St. Joseph's
community!"
"We are so impressed with SJS and the Pre-K
program! The teachers and administration are
warm and professional - providing a
welcoming, fun and safe environment where
our son is learning so much each day. We are
grateful to be a part of such a caring and
positive SJS community!"
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T E A C H E R
F E A T U R E
Pre-K 3s

Ms. Lorraine DiSanto is thrilled to be
teaching Pre-K 3 at SJS. Over the
past 26 years she has taught
Kindergarten, Pre-K and 1st Grade.
Ms. DiSanto holds her M.S. Ed. with
specialization in Early Childhood
Education from the College of New
Rochelle Graduate School and her
B.A. in Psychology from the College
of New Rochelle. She holds her
Permanent NY State Public School
Teaching Certificates in Nursery,
Kindergarten and Grades 1-6 and
Special Education, as well as her
Catholic School Catechist
Certifications.
Teaching young
children
James
Lopezand
helping them reach goals is
Ms. DiSanto's passion. She enjoys
broadening her students'
experiences while inspiring a love
for learning!

Pre-K 4s
Mrs. Rachael Feldmeth is delighted
to join the Saint Joseph School
family as the Pre-K 4 teacher.
Mrs. Feldmeth comes to us with
years of experience teaching Pre-K
4. Upon her graduation from Iona
College, she received her Bachelor’s
Degree in Early Childhood/
Childhood Education with a minor in
History. She then pursued her
Master’s Degree in Literacy. While
having previously taught second
grade and Kindergarten, Mrs.
Feldmeth found her true passion in
teaching Pre-K. Her favorite part
about teaching Pre-K is seeing the
growth that her students make
throughout the school year.
Mrs. Feldmeth is married to her
husband, Lawrence, and has a 4 year
old son, Matteo.

Happy Thanksgiving!

For many people, Thanksgiving is their favorite holiday.
Maybe because it's an American holiday, not "bound" to
anyone race or creed; Thanksgiving holds very warm memories and traditions.
It is sad that for many of us, we are not able to fully "celebrate";
however, we have to adapt, hopefully, just temporarily.
We still have MUCH FOR WHICH TO BE THANKFUL.
I encourage you to read articles which suggest ways to demonstrate your
THANKFULNESS, especially to those who may feel isolated
or forgotten at this difficult time.
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Important Dates
- NOVEMBER -

01

All Saints Day

03

Election Day

06

Noon Dismissal - Faculty Meeting
TACHS Exam - GOOD LUCK 8th graders!

11

NO SCHOOL - Veterans Day

16

Regular Dismissal - Parent/Teacher Conferences

17

Noon Dismissal - Parent/Teacher Conferences

24

Noon Dismissal - Thanksgiving Vacation Begins

30

Classes Resume

SJS STRONGER Than Ever!
Sincerely, respectfully and gratefully,
Mary Ellen DeMarzo-Sanchez, M.Ed.
Principal, SJS
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