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Spooktober!
MONTHLY QUOTE: LIFE IS 10% WHAT HAPPENS TO
YOU AND 90% HOW YOU REACT TO IT -CHARLES R.
SWINDOLL

We hope you had a wonderful October break, and had a
safe and and fun Halloween! We are keen to keeping this
Newsletter going even during difficult times!
We have loads prepared for you this month: The Chinese
Concentration Camps, facts about China, our historical
location- Derinkuyu, Stephen Hawking as our scientist of
the month and our recommendations page with a book, TV
series and a film.
We hope you enjoyed the last issue, and are intrigued to
read this one! This one has a special addition of Halloween
themed competition winners (Costume and Scary Story)!

Team:

In this issue: Valeria Fassone, Elizaveta Katiushina, Lidia
Bulatova, Beatrice Mambretti and Sofia Brunamonti Binello,
we hope to expand in the upcoming months. We are a
collaborative and determined team to bring you the best
every month!
If interested in joining contact: vfassone@isgenoa.it

Chinese
Concentration
Camps
WRITTEN BY BEATRICE MAMBRETTI

Just one year prior to Covid in 2018 there have been
several sightings of concentration camps located in
China. The Chinese authorities have detained millions
of Uyghurs, Kazakhs, Kyrgyz, Turkic Muslims, Christians
and Kazakhstanis, who are being held in secretive
internment camps. They were established under the
administration of the CCP General Secretary Xi Jinping,
yet it is led by Chen Quanguo, the CCP committee
secretary. Most of the camps are located in urban
areas some of which were schools or other official
buildings,

while

some

have

been

purposefully

established for re-education purposes. These camps
are guarded by armed forces or the special police. In
these

locations,

surrounding

walls,

there

are

security

prison-like
fences,

gates,

surveillance

systems, watchtowers, guardrooms, and armed police
facilities, etc. The local media has referred to these
facilities as "counter-extremism training centers'' and
also "education and transformation training centers''. In
the re-education camps as well as the force label
camps, for example, the Uyghurs and Kazakhs are in
charge of manufacturing various products for export,
specifically ones produced from cotton grown in
Xinjiang. Some of the work they are assigned to do in
the forced labor facility ranges from shoemaking,
assembly of cell phones, packaging of tea, and many
more similar jobs offering a monthly minimum salary of
CN yen 1,500. In October 2018 when the international
media started finding out about this situation the
Chinese government officially legalized re-education
camps in Xinjiang. Yet, prior to that, China's Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said they did not know about this
situation when international media had asked about
the re-education camps. According to the Chinese
ambassador when speaking to Australia Cheng Jingye
he stated that all of the people attending these reeducation camps also known "trainees" in the centers
have graduated gradually returning to their jobs or new
jobs within government assistance or new interests.

The detention of many different ethnic minorities has
left children without guardians, or family members to
turn to. Children as young as eight years old are
reportedly placed into "boarding schools" by the
Chinese government. Children pertaining to different
ethnic groups can be sent to these facilities and kept
there without parental permission. These institutions
act and support the children as if they were in
orphanages. In December 2019, the New York Times
announced that these boarding schools had enrolled
nearly 497,000 elementary and junior high school
students. Students are permitted to see family
members once every two weeks, but speaking the
Uyghur language or any language other than Chinese
is prohibited. Re-educating takes place in these
classes, which can also be considered brainwashing
to set up a certain kind of mindset and mannerisms.
No records of cases of coronavirus in Xinjiang
prisons or of conditions in re-education facilities
were published during the COVID-19 pandemic in
mainland China. The Australian Strategic Policy
Institute launched a Data Project in September 2020,
which revealed that camp constructions continued
and were able to identify 380 camps. All we can do is
try to raise awareness, increase petitions, and
protests. Stop consuming Chinese labor such as
items of clothing, food, etc. which will induce
economic pain until it reverses actions taken against
these ethnic groups.

Sign a petition here:
https://www.change.org/p/united-nationspetition-to-free-to-muslims-in-chineseconcentration-camps
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China: The Impact of
Geography and
Ethnicity
WRITTEN BY VALERIA FASSONE

One of the world dominating countries is China, with
a population of about 1.4 billion, due to the geography
and ethnicity the customs and traditions vary. It has a
rich history with several globally known traditions, its
capital is Beijing.With the large population it is able to
represent 56 ethnic minority groups, six of which are:
Han Chinese (largest group, 900million people)
Tibetans
The
The
The
The

Mongols
Manchus
Naxi
Hezhen (smallest group, 2000 people)

Religion:
The nation is ruled by the Chinese Communist
Party who are officially atheist but throughout
the past few decades tolerance of religion has
increased. There are only five official religions,
and any other is prohibited and illegal.
These religions are: Budhism, Taoism, Islam,
Catholicism and Protestantism.
Language:
Language in China is a complex matter, this is
because there are seven major groups of
dialects of the Chinese language and within
these there are their own variations. The
Chinese language is much more like a language
family rather than a single language, some
dialects differ from each other just as much as
French differs from Italian. The official national
language is Pŭtōnghuà, a type of Mandarin,
spoken in Beijing. Many Chinese are also fluent
in English.
The major dialects are:
Mandarin Dialects, 71.5% of population
Wu, 8.5% of population
Yue/Cantonese, 5% of population
Xiang, 4.8% of population
Min, 4.1% of population
Hakka, 3.7% of population
Gan, 2.4% of population
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Food:
There are several types of cuisines in China,
each heavily influenced by geographical
location and ethnic diversity.
Cantonese: Stir fried dishes
Szechuan: Heavy use of peanuts, sesame
paste and ginger.
Rice is a major food in China but it was also a
crucial element that helped grow Chinese
society. It is an icon of their diet as well as
beans sprouts, cabbage and scallions, they
are lighter on meat, while occasionally eating
pork or chicken, their main source of protein
is Tofu.
The Arts:
Mentioned before is the rich history of the
Chinese, this does not only mean for the
political aspect. The spiritual and mystical
history of China is rich with stories and
artworks depicting spiritual figures of mainly
Buddhism. In addition musical instruments
are a staple of the Chinese culture such as
the xun and the guqin which are similar to a
flute. China was also the birthplace of Kung
Fu which was based on animal movements.
During the Ming and Qing dynasties
literature was at its peak as well as the
aspect of philosophy.
Customs and Celebrations:
Spring festival:
Largest festival
Marks the beginning of the Lunar year
Mid January - Mid February
A time to honor ancestors for 15
consecutive days with different activities
and meals each day.
Marked with fireworks and parades, with
dancers dressed up as dragons.
Moon festival:
September or October
Fireworks and paper lanterns
Followed by moon gazing
Pilgrimage of Confucius birthplace in
Shandong Province on his birthday (Sept 28)
Celebration of the birthday of the goddess of
mercy, Guanyin, celebrated by visiting the
Taoist Temples between late March and late
April
Celebration of the birthday of the goddess of
the sea, Mazu/Tianhu in May or June
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Derinkuyu, Turkey
WRITTEN BY ELIZAVETA KATIUSHINA

Not

many

people

know

about

the

multi-level

underground little town and district of Derinkuyu, one
of the reasons making it so special. Its discovery story
is quite interesting: in modern times a man found a
hidden room behind one of his walls in his home and
after

further

excavation

an

ancient

underground

complex (18 stories deep) was revealed.
Derinkuyu is a town built due to a volcanic eruption
that happened millions of years ago (scientists suggest
it happened around the 7th or 8th century BCE). Layers
of ash from the eruption built up and turned into a
stable rock that was later carved into the massive
subterranean complex and since it was built during the
Byzantine era it was a way of protection from MuslimArabs

during

the

Arab-Byzantine

War.

The

main

protection (apart from being underground) was in the
form of large stone wheels acting as doors to be rolled
in front of an entrance to close and open it, each floor
was separately closed. It was connected within through
underground tunnels. It was in continuous use by
Christian natives in the 14th century as protection from
the Mongolian incursion of Timur. Once the region was
under Ottomn hands, it was used for refuges by the
natives of the Turkish Muslim rulers.
It has thousands of ventilation shafts and water
systems to provide fresh air and water for each level.
Accompanying this was room for stables, churches
lodging, storage and even a winery. It was truly a small
town.
Today over 600 entrances to Derinkuyu have been
found from courtyards and private residences in
surrounding areas.The city and district of Derinkuyu is
located in Turkey in the Nevşehir province in the
Central Anatolia region of Turkey and with a small
population of 22,000. It’s name translates to “deep well”
from greek. It is famous for its beautiful caves and
great food.
I

have

personally

been

to

visit

the

“Casina

Vanvitelliana”, and I highly recommend you do the
same. The best hour would certainly be around 5-6 pm,
right before sunset- a magical sight to witness whilst on
the lake.

Location: Derinkuyu/
Ağcaşar/Nevşehir, Turkey
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Stephen W. Hawking
WRITTEN BY LIDIA BULATOVA

Stephen William Hawking, born on the 8th January
1942, was an English theoretical physicist who
developed a theory of exploding black holes by
incorporating both the theory of relativity
and
quantum mechanics. He is probably one of the most
recognizable scientists of our time, demonstrated by
the 10 million copies sold of his successful book: A
Brief History of Time and his multiple appearances
and mentioning in tv series like The Big Bang Theory,
films and even cartoons, such as The Simpsons.
Having been diagnosed with amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis (a neuron disease that quickly robs people of
the ability to voluntarily move their muscles), didn’t
stop Stephen Hawking’s brilliant intellect. Hawking
worked primarily in the field of general relativity and
particularly on the physics of black holes. In 1971 he
suggested the formation, following the big bang, of
numerous
objects
containing
as
much
as
1,000,000,000 tons of mass but occupying only the
space of a proton, otherwise known as mini black
holes. Following this discovery, in 1974 Hawking
further
proposed
that,
in
accordance
with
thermodynamics and the predictions of quantum
theory, black holes can radiate and emit subatomic
particles until they exhaust their energy, finally
exploding.
These major contributions to physics have earned
Stephen Hawkings many exceptional awards and
honors, which include the Albert Einstein Award,
Franklin Medal and Wolf Prize in Physics, along with
many more. He was elected as one of the youngest
members of the Royal Society of London for Improving
Natural Knowledge, who awarded him with the Copley
Medal in 2006.
As a whole, Stephen Hawking’s combining of multiple
physical disciplines has not only led to a unified
understanding in science, but also has raised further
questions and paradoxes, something that allows
scientific development to continue indefinitely. This is
what ensued Hawking’s legacy: searching for the theory
of everything.
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Winning Scariest
Costume
WRITTEN BY VALERIA FASSONE

On the 23rd of October, our school held
its annual Halloween celebration. Due to
Covid

restrictions

it

was

slightly

different, nonetheless it was a day to
enjoy. Every grade was allowed to come
in costume, even teachers. Our director
Mr. Monk, greeted students at the front
door in a Pirate costume and candy, a
real treat!
Some costumes were scarier than others
and so a competition was held with
several students in the running.
In first place we have: William Braley!
Congrats with your purge mask costume.
The

mask

being

illuminated

is

an

amazing touch!
In second place we have: Vittorio
Garroni Carbonara! Amazing outfit of a
Plague Doctor. truly something which
could be connected with current times!
Happy Halloween!
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Winning Scary Story:
Leonardi Giorgia:
The Title has been
Banned
WRITTEN BY LEONARDI GIORGIA (6TH GRADE)

On the spooky, scary night of Halloween, a little girl
named Carly walked alone, along the streets of her
village Trick or Treating collecting many candies and
sweets.
While walking, Carly saw the spookiest house of the
village which all her classmates had talked about.
From what her classmates said, once you ring the
doorbell for a Trick or Treat, you can’t escape unless
you complete all the tests found inside. The house
belonged to a rich man that died about 50 years ago,
from that year on, no one has been able to enter it.
Carly wondered to herself “How scary can it be? It
doesn’t even seem so bad! I’m going to try it”. She
walked slowly, approached the front door, rang the
doorbell, and the door opened by itself. Already, the
fact that the door opened by itself madeCarly regret
her choice.
She decided to enter, once she stepped in the lights
turned on and the door slammed shut behind her.
She tried opening it, but it was locked. Fortunately, the
lights were still on, but a strange voice started to
speak. The voice explained the steps to escape the
house; Carly, with a lot of fear, walked slowly to the
first challenge she needed to face. The positive aspect
was that there were only two tests because the creepy
voice knew she was a little girl and it respected that.
The first task consisted of walking, without shoes, on
live worms. Carly managed to pass this with some
difficulties but demonstrated great courage. The
second task was to shoot at a
live animal with a fake gun, loaded with hard bullets.
She managed to pass this
task as well, but it was hard morally, she loved animals
and didn’t want to harm them.
Carly was exiting the house so that she could to home,
suddenly, the lights went off and Carly felt a hand
drop a piece of candy in her little bag. The lights went
back on, the door opened, and Carly ran outside,
still in shocked by what just happened.

Once she arrived home, she explained everything to
her parents. Both were shocked by her irresponsible
action and frightened for their daughter. They hugged
their daughter with love and allowed her to go to her
room to eat the candies she had collected that
night. After having dinner together, Carly went to bed
thinking about what happened in the house. She
closed her eyes and fell asleep. But something strange
happened that night, something that she will
remember forever.
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Recommendations
of the Month
COMPILED BY: SOFIA BRUNAMONTI BINELLO

SERIES: THE MANDALORIAN
"Action-packed and expertly-crafted -- if at times a bit
too withholding -- The Mandalorian is a welcome
addition to the Star Wars universe that benefits greatly
from the cuteness of its cargo."

BOOK: THE NIGHT CIRCUS
"Great character diversity, and such wonderful character
development as well. I have never seen anything like this
book. I would recommend everyone to read this book."
A very long, but very engaging novel that will teach you
a lot about 18th-19th century history. It has several
different plot lines, each offering different perspectives
on the same events which occur throughout. Ultimately,
the different plot lines come together flawlessly. It’s a
collection of physiological analysis and panoramic study
of the 19th century Russian Society.
Set during Napoleon's ongoing war and focuses on
interactions between the Bezukhovs, Bolkonskys and
the Rostovs each with their own story and collection of
events interlocking with the historical context; the novel
is well known for its realism since Tostoy did intensive
research throughout the process, it's a novel of living
history.
Tolstoy is doubtlessly one of the greatest writers of all
time! His novel, War and Peace is a way to get
acquainted with 19th century Russian literature, which
offers to all types of readers (both young and old). It
took him six years to write the novel showing his
dedication to the work, with the help of illustrations by
Mikhail Bashilov for a few volumes.
If you like this book, you should certainly read other
works by Tolstoy such as: A Confession and Anna
Karenina—without neglecting other authors of this time
such as Dostoevsky or Gogol.

A lone gunfighter makes his way through the outer reaches
of the galaxy, far from the authority of the New Republic.
Genre: Science Fiction & Fantasy
Network: Disney+
Premiere Date: Nov 12, 2019
Creator: Jon Favreau
Exec. Producers: Jon Favreau, Dave Filoni,
Cast: Pedro Pascal, Gina Carano, Carl Weathers,
Giancarlo Esposito...

FILM: UNHINGED
“It was extremely intense and kept me on the edge of my
seat the entire time.”
Theoretically not a horror movie, but just a scary reality.
Unhinged is a thriller, centered around a terrible day for the
main character. Her being, a single mom, working all day,
encountered a stranger which changed her life, resulting in
the death of some of most loved ones at the hands of the
stranger. It is a violent movie, not for the faint of heart. What
makes it scary is the realism; opposed to the gratuitous
violence one finds in regular horror movies, this movie has
what is necessary, as well as the fact that meeting someone
who could turn out to be a serial killer is not so improbable.
Moreover, the acting is fantastic, which makes it even scarier!
I’m sure after watching it you’ll want to change your phone
password to something harder to guess.

Cast:

Russell

Crowe,

Caren

Bateman
Release: July 16, 2020 (Australia)
Director: Derrick Borte
Genre: Thriller
Producers: Mark Gill, Lisa Ellzey
Rating: PG - 14
Run time: 1 h 30 min
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Pistorius,

Gabriel

