
Office: 

(719) 39 1 – 3470

Attendance: 

(719) 391 – 3471

Report absences no later 

than 9:00am. You can also 

email or leave a voicemail 

message. Email April at 

tafoyabakera@wsd3.org

Breakfast Entry: 7:20

1st Bell Entry: 7:35

Tardy Bell: 7:45

K – 5 Dismissal: 2:45

*6 – 8 Dismissal: 1:27 

*hybrid schedule

“A SCHOOL FOR THE MIND; A HOME FOR THE HEART.”

Do not drop off your child 

before 7:20 AM. There is 

NO supervision during this 

time.

T h e  M a v e r i c k  M i s s i o n  S c h o o l  N e w s l e t t e r

Visit our GMS website! 

Scan the QR Code or visit 

the link below: 

http
s://g

randmountain. 

wsd3.org/grand-mountain-news

message
Welcome to Grand Mountain School! Thank you parents, students, 

and staff for making GMS a grand place to be!

I can’t say enough how grateful I am that we are now seeing all 
students in the building. Elementary students are here daily and 
grades 6-8 are here part of each week within the current hybrid 
schedule. We continue to do all we can to maintain student and 
staff health and safety amid COVID circumstances that are out of 
our control, while simultaneously doing the things within our control, 
by wearing masks, washing our hands, and physically distancing 
while maintaining cohorting procedures to maintain student 
presence here at school as best we can. This has all lead to many 
new systems, procedures, and schedule changes to be put into 
place as we work to maintain the best education possible for 
students, in this vein, many great things continue to occur at GMS 
each day. Students continue to learn to read, write, and do math, 
they apply this knowledge via both in-person and online means. 
They are learning how to best access their education via 
traditional in-person and newer blended and online 
Learning methods, through this challenge 
teachers and students are creating 
blended learning styles that
promote the best of both 
learning platforms to reach 
students in multiple ways to 
ensure understanding and 
teach new concepts. As we 
continue to grow in new ways 
it is great to see the many new 
ways staff support students and 
students support each other. 

(continued on the next page)

mailto:tafoyabakera@wsd3.org
https://grandmountain.wsd3.org/grand-mountain-news


“A SCHOOL FOR THE MIND; A HOME FOR THE HEART.”

(continued) 

We continue to have morning meetings to build social-emotional skills utilizing Responsive Classroom 
and utilize advisory time at grades 6-8 to teach R-Factor decision making skills to help our young adults 
become better problem solvers and approach things from a discipline-driven mindset.

December 7th we will not have school due to staff training. Staff will 
begin to learn more about developing our culturally responsive mindset. This first training will focus on 
self-awareness related to potential unconscious bias and developing better understanding through 
courageous conversations related to difficult subjects. Thank you parents, students, and staff for making 
GMS a grand place to be! - Mr. Pohl, Principal /Ms. Keri Lindaman, Secondary VP /Ms. Ursula Reese, Elementary VP

M a v e r i c k :
A n  u n o r t h o d o x  o r  i n d e p e n d e n t - m i n d e d  p e r s o n ,  a n  

u n b r a n d e d  r a n g e  a n i m a l .  

( n o u n )  / m a v - r i k /  

S y n o n y m s :  i n d i v i d u a l i s t ,  
f r e e  s p i r i t ,  o r i g i n a l ,  t r e n d s e t t e r .

message



“A SCHOOL FOR THE MIND; A HOME FOR THE HEART.”

PTO UPDATES

Coming soon! GMS online spirit shop will be 

open in November. Hoodies, long and short 
sleeved t-shirts will be available for 

purchase. We will also have GMS gear (22 

oz water bottles, car magnets and Grand 
Mountain lanyards) available for 

purchase via wsd3 website in the next 
couple of weeks! Keep checking the “news” 

section of our website for updates!



“A SCHOOL FOR THE MIND; A HOME FOR THE HEART.”

School News

The GMS Student Council is sponsoring 

a food drive for Thanksgiving. Donations 

will support our own GMS families in need, 

as well as other WSD3 schools' families. 

Please consider helping us as we work 

to encourage and serve our community.

The food drive runs from 10/26 to 

11/13. Please make sure you bring only 

canned or boxed food. 

School-wide goal: 1000 items!



“A SCHOOL FOR THE MIND; A HOME FOR THE HEART.”

Absences

If no one answers, or if it is 
early, you may leave a message and 
our front office staff will update 
your child’s attendance. You may 

also send an email at
tafoyabakera@wsd3.org

From the
Front Office

Attendance:

(719) 391 – 3471

(719) 391 – 3470
Front Office:

If your child is going to be 
absent from school please 
contact the front office 

as soon as possible –
before 9:00am.

Thank You!

mailto:tafoyabakera@wsd3.org


“A SCHOOL FOR THE MIND; A HOME FOR THE HEART.”

The holidays are quickly approaching and we want to be available to help! Every year several 
organizations in the Widefield and Colorado Springs community offer a variety of ways to 
make the holidays specials for our families who are in need of a little extra assistance. If you 

are anticipating needing food baskets, holiday gifts, and/or winter clothing/shoes for your 
students, please reach out to Tiana DeSimon at 391-3494 or desimontiana@wsd3.org.

Tiana DeSimon
Counseling Secretary

desimontiana@wsd3.org

Jill Zuvac K-5 Counselor
719-391-3325

zuvacj@wsd3.org

Taylor Moore 6-8 Counselor
719-391-3366

mooretaylor@wsd3.org

Courtnee Divine Social Worker
719-391-3467

divinecourtnee@wsd3.org

Office: 719 – 391 – 3470
Attendance: 719 – 391 - 3471

School Hours (Elementary): 7:45 – 2:45
School Hours (Junior High): 7:45 – 1:27

Breakfast Entry: 7:20

Reading: How do animals' bodies help 

them?

Science: Natural disasters

Social Studies: Leaders and their 

roles/responsibilities - Intro to local, 

state and US government

Coding: Sequencing using directional 

block coding

SEL: Zones of Regulation

Parents and guardians,

mailto:desimontiana@wsd3.org


“A SCHOOL FOR THE MIND; A HOME FOR THE HEART.”

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/grandmountainschool

the QR code or visit:Scan

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/grandmountainschool


“A SCHOOL FOR THE MIND; A HOME FOR THE HEART.”

Our Publication and Design class is 
hosting a Custom Cover Design 

Contest for all K-8 students. 
Please see the box to the right 

for further details. Visit our GMS 
Website at: 

https://grandmountain.wsd3.org/grand-mountain-
news/selected-news/~board/grand-mountain-

k8/post/2020-2021-yearbook-custom-cover-competition

or scan the QR code to be taken 

to the post and download the 
PDF:

Return any submissions to 
Ms. Selke’s box by

November 20th.

Publication & Design
Yearbook info

https://grandmountain.wsd3.org/grand-mountain-news/selected-news/~board/grand-mountain-k8/post/2020-2021-yearbook-custom-cover-competition


“A SCHOOL FOR THE MIND; A HOME FOR THE HEART.”

Color Me! 
Submit your designs to smithburgerc@wsd3.org

to be featured  on our GMS Website!

Name:
Grade:

By November 20th!

mailto:smithburgerc@wsd3.org


“A SCHOOL FOR THE MIND; A HOME FOR THE HEART.”

Word Search
Name:

Grade:

Thanksgiving



“A SCHOOL FOR THE MIND; A HOME FOR THE HEART.”

NJHS Inductees 



“A SCHOOL FOR THE MIND; A HOME FOR THE HEART.”

NJHS Inductees 
2020

Congratulations to Grand Mountain's first ever members 
of the National Junior Honor Society!

Students were recommended by their teachers and invited to 
membership based on the qualities of scholarship (3.75 cumulative 
GPA or higher), service, leadership, character, and citizenship.

These students would have been inducted last year, however, school 
closures due to COVID-19 caused the Induction ceremony to be 
delayed.

The following students were inducted virtually in ceremonies on 
September 24th and October 6th:

Congratulations to all new members! 
We can't wait for an amazing first year with you!

~Mrs. Murray and Mrs. Joerger

7th Grade:

• Zachary Agurkis
• Ava Archuletta

• Braelynn Clark
• Delia Dozier
• Jaxon LeFree

• Olivia McCutchen
• Ileana Nistor

• Storie Taylor-Wilson
• Brooklyn Vowels
• Devin Willson

8th Grade:

• Zander Iwanski
• Adriana Palmares

• Elijah Spencer
• Samara Whitus

9th Grade:
• Bryan Benavides

• Divine Okoro



2020

Important Dates:
October 26th – November 13th – Food Drive
November 10th – November 23rd - Virtual 

Book Fair
November 11th – NO SCHOOL – PD Day
November 12th – Midterms go home

November 13th – World Kindness Day
November 17th – Food Truck Night! 4:00pm –

6:30pm
November 19th – BAAC Meeting - 4:30-5:30
November 19th – PTO Meeting - 5:30-6:30

November 23rd – November 27th –
Thanksgiving Break

November 26th - Thanksgiving

This calendar is subject to change

Midterms go 
home

No School

For information on blue/green 
days for secondary students, 

please visit:
https://grandmountain.wsd3.org/calendar

Thanksgiving Break

Last day 

of the book 

fair!

Food Truck 
Night!

BAAC &

PTO Meetings

World 
Kindness Day

Thanksgiving

F O O D     D R I V E

F O O D     D R I V E
V I R T U A L    B O O K     F A I R

V I R T U A L    B O O K     F A I R

https://grandmountain.wsd3.org/calendar

