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  INTRODUCTION  
 
 
 

To our HKMS Families, 

Welcome to the beginning of our scheduling process for the 2020-2021 school year. Our 
HKMS Program of Studies is designed to help parents and students learn about all of the 
classes that are offered during students’ three years at Haddam-Killingworth Middle School. 

The first section of our Program of Studies is our core academic classes. For example, all 
English/language arts classes for grades six through eight are listed first, so you can see the 
progression of learning in reading and writing. Math, science, social studies, and world 
language are all organized in the same manner. 

The second section contains our year-long applied academic classes that meet every other day. 
You will find our PE/health and music classes in this section. 

The last section contains all of our wheel classes, the trimester* classes that meet every 
other day during your child’s applied academics block. Those classes are arranged by grade 
level, so you can see the three (or more) wheel classes your child will take each year. 

Your child will receive his/her 2020-21 registration form shortly, and we hope our 
Program of Studies will answer many of your questions. 

 
 

Dolores Bates, HKMS Principal 

 

*Wheel classes will be semester long classes during 2020-21 because of the cohorting structure we 
have implemented due to Covid health protocols. 

 

 



 

 

  TENTATIVE  DAILY SCHEDULES (2020-2021)  
 
 

 
 

Grade 6  

Period  Time  Class  In sixth grade, students have two periods per 
day of English/language arts and one period of 
math, science, and social studies during their 
academic time. 

The sixth grade applied academic classes are as 
follows: 

● World Language – Spanish or French (p. 
15-17) 

● Band, chorus, and/or general music (p. 18- 
22) 

● PE/health (p. 24) 
● Wheel classes – art, life skills, technology 

education (p. 29) 

Students who are recommended for LEAP will 
have this class during Flex (p. 34). Students who 
are recommended for reading, math, and/or 
academic support will have this class during 
Flex or applied academics (p. 35). 

HR  8:05-8:10  Homeroom 

1  8:10-8:50  Applied Academic 

2  8:50-9:48  Academic 

3  9:49-10:30  Academic 

 
4 

10:33-10:58  Lunch 

11:03-11:42  Academic 

5  11:45-12:25  Applied Academic 

6  12:28-1:18  Academic 

7  1:21-2:04  Academic 

8  2:06-2:50  Flex 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 
Grade 7  

Period  Time  Class  In seventh grade, students have two periods 
per day of English/language arts and one 
period of math, science, and history during 
their academic time. 

The seventh grade applied academic classes 
are as follows: 

● World language - French or Spanish (p. 15- 
17) 

● Band, chorus, or general music (p. 18-22) 
● PE/health (p. 25) 
● Wheel classes – art, life skills, and 

technology education (p. 30) 

Students who are recommended for reading, 
math, and/or academic support will have this 
class during Flex or during applied academics 
(pp. 34-35). 

HR  8:05-8:10  Homeroom 

1  8:10-8:50  Academic 

2  8:50-9:48  Academic 

3  9:49-10:30  Applied Academic 

 
4 

10:33-10:58  1st Lunch 

11:03-11:42  Academic 

5  11:45-12:25  Academic 

6  12:28-1:18  2nd Lunch 

7  1:21-2:04  Academic 

8  2:06-2:50  Academic 

HR  8:05-8:10  Applied Academic 

1  8:10-8:50  Flex 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 

Grade 8  

Period  Time  Class  In eighth grade, students have one period per 
day of English/language arts, math, science, 
history, and French or Spanish during their 
academic time. 

The options for eighth grade applied academic 
classes are as follows: 

● Music: Band, Chorus, Jazz Band, and/or 
Honor Choir, (p. 18-21) 

● PE (p. 26) 
● Wheel classes (pp. 27, 31-33) 

o If you take PE and no music, you will 
have 8 wheel classes and health. 

o If you take PE and one music, you will 
have 5 wheel classes and health. 

o If you take PE and two musics, you will 
have 2 wheel classes and health. 

Students who are recommended for reading, 
math, and/or academic support will have this 
class during Flex or during Applied Academics 
(pp. 34-35). 

HR  8:05-8:10  Homeroom 

1  8:10-8:50  Academic 

2  8:50-9:48  Applied Academic 

3  9:49-10:30  Academic 

 
4 

10:33-10:58  Academic 

11:03-11:42  Lunch 

5  11:45-12:25  Academic 

6  12:28-1:18  Applied Academic 

7  1:21-2:04  Academic 

8  2:06-2:50  Flex 

 

 



 

 

This Program of Studies is organized by our daily core academic classes, then our applied academic                               
classes that meet every other day, and lastly our applied academic classes that meet for a trimester,                                 
often called wheel classes because students cycle through them over the course of the year. 

 

  LANGUAGE ARTS  
 

Curriculum Overview for Grades 6-8: The HKMS language arts program develops the skills and 

strategies of reading, writing, listening, and speaking needed for living literate lives in the 21st century. 
We follow the workshop model in all grades in concert with Teachers College at Columbia University, 
which promotes best instructional practices to help all students become powerful and independent 
readers and writers. In reading workshop, students are explicitly taught the strategies and habits of 
proficient readers through a brief “mini-lesson.” Following the lesson, students are given the time to 
practice the skills they have learned through reading a wide variety of books at their reading levels and 
of personal interest. During this independent work time, teachers meet with students individually and 
in small groups to help them advance their skills and grow as readers. Likewise, in writing workshop, 
students learn to reflect upon their experiences as they collect their ideas in writers’ notebooks and 
draft, revise, edit, and publish pieces such as personal narratives, memoirs, poetry, and literary or 
persuasive essays. Word study and learning the conventions of academic writing are also part of 
language arts teaching. 

 
 

 



 

 

  LANGUAGE ARTS  
 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

  LANGUAGE ARTS  
 

 

 



 

 

  MATHEMATICS  
 

The HKMS mathematics program builds on the knowledge and skills that students learned in 
elementary school. Students in grade 5 are heterogeneously grouped for math, and starting in grade 6, 
we offer two levels of math – grade level and accelerated. Students are recommended for the accelerated 
pathway based on class performance, classroom assessments, district assessments, and teacher 
recommendation. 

If a student is at grade level for math throughout middle school and high school, a typical pathway 
through mathematics instruction is as follows: 

 

Grade  6  7  8  9  10  11  12 

Math  Math 6 or  Math  Pre-  Algebra  Geometry  Algebra  Pre-Calculus, 
Course  Accelerated 

Math 6 
7  Algebra    2  Probability and 

Statistics, or 
Financial 

       Algebra 

 

 
If a student is accelerated in math in 7th grade, a typical pathway through mathematics instruction is 
as follows: 

 

Grade  6  7  8  9  10  11  12 

Math  Math 6 or  Pre-  Algebra  Geometry  Algebra  Pre-  AP Calculus, 
Course  Accelerated 

Math 6 
Algebra    2  Calculus  AP Statistics, 

Probability and 
       Statistics, or 
       Financial 
       Algebra 

 

 



 

 

  MATHEMATICS  
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

  MATHEMATICS  
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

  SCIENCE  
 

The science program at HKMS is designed to provide students with hands-on inquiry into a variety of 
scientific understandings. Students learn by seeing science in action in the world around them. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

  SCIENCE  
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

  SOCIAL STUDIES  
 

Social studies classes prepare students for their roles as citizens by developing knowledge of the past in 
order to understand present-day challenges and plan for the future. Students will examine primary 
sources and use critical thinking, reasoning and research skills to investigate history, geography, 
economics, and civics. Social studies classes support student achievement with respect to reading, 
writing, speaking, listening, and research/inquiry. 

 



 

 

  SOCIAL STUDIES  
 
 
 

 



 

 

  WORLD LANGUAGE  
 

The HKMS world language department provides students the opportunity to learn French or Spanish 
with the goal of speaking, reading, and writing in the target language.  

The students’ world language choices for the 2020-21 school year are as follows: 
 

● Incoming 6th graders: Students will continue their study of French I or Spanish I. At the 
end of eighth grade, they will have completed French II or Spanish II. 

● Incoming 7th graders: Students will continue their study of French or Spanish, studying the 
French II or Spanish II curriculum. 

There are no changes to the world language program for grades 7 and 8. 
 

● Incoming 8th graders: Students will continue the study of French or Spanish which they began 
in seventh grade. At the end of the year, they will have completed French I or Spanish I and will 
start the second year of the language in high school. 

The below chart summarizes the 2020-21 world language pathway at HKMS for each grade level. 
 

 
  Grade 6  Grade 7  Grade 8 

6th grade in 2020-21 
 

French I or 
Spanish I 

French II or Spanish II 

7th grade in 2020-21 
  

French II or Spanish II 

8th grade in 2020-21 
   

French II 
or Spanish 
II 

 

 



 

 

  WORLD LANGUAGE  
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

  WORLD LANGUAGE 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

  MUSIC: BAND  
Students at HKMS have multiple courses in which to pursue their interests in music. Below are the 
opportunities for music instruction at each grade level. 

● Grade 6 and Grade 7 – Students will choose between Band, Chorus, General Music, or both 
Band and Chorus. 

● Grade 8 – Students may take Band, Chorus, both or no music. 
● Audition groups – Students in grades 7 and 8 can audition for Jazz Band. Students in grade 8 

can audition for Honors Choir. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

  MUSIC: BAND  
 
 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 

  MUSIC: CHORUS  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

  MUSIC: CHORUS  
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

  GENERAL MUSIC  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION AND HEALTH  
 

The HKMS physical education program is designed to encourage students to develop not only 
physically, but also socially and emotionally, as they progress through our curriculum into 
responsible, respectful and physically literate young adults. Students reach these objectives through a 
variety of individual and group activities that stress concepts, strategies, skills, wellness theories, and 
lifetime activities. 

The HKMS health curriculum is a comprehensive program, aligned with Connecticut and national 
health education standards. It is designed to increase student awareness of essential information, 
skills, behaviors, and attitudes associated with a lifestyle focused on overall wellness (physical, social, 
environmental, emotional and mental health). During 6th and 7th grades, students have health in 
conjunction with their PE class. In eighth grade, health is a required class for a trimester. 

 
 

 



 

 

  PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

  PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

  PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH  
 

 
 

 



 

 

  WHEEL CLASSES  
 

Wheel classes at HKMS meet every other day for a trimester, so each class meets 
approximately 30 times. In grades 6 and 7, students take the same three wheel classes and in 

8 th grade, students have a choice of wheel classes. Please see the following pages for the wheel 
classes for each grade level. 

 

 

GRAD
E 

WHEEL CLASSES PAGE(
S) 

 
6 

Art 
Life Skills 

Technology Education 

 
29 

 
7 

Art 
Life Skills 

Technology Education 

 
30 

 
 
 
 
 
 

8 

Art 
Art II 

Automation and Robotics 
Computer Science and Coding (NEW!) 

Drama 
*Health (required, see page 26) 

Food and Nutrition Media 
Production 
Music Production 

Technology Education 
World Percussion 

*** See page 4 and page 31 for additional 
information about how to rank your choices 

of wheel classes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

31-33 

 

 



 

 
 

  GRADE 6  WHEEL CLASSES  

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

  GRADE 7  WHEEL CLASSES  

 

 



 

 

  GRADE  8  WHEEL CLASSES (ELECTIVES)  
 

In eighth grade, all of the wheel classes, with the exception of Health, are electives. Students will rank 
their choices for their wheel classes on their Course Registration Form. The number of wheel classes 
that fit into a student’s schedule depends on the number of music classes he/she chooses. See page 4 
for more details. 

 

 

 



 

 

  GRADE  8  WHEEL CLASSES (ELECTIVES)  
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

  GRADE  8  WHEEL CLASSES (ELECTIVES)  
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

  SUPPORTING STUDENTS  AT HKMS  
 

At HKMS we recognize the importance of meeting students’ individual needs through a variety of 
supports. The following supports are offered throughout the day to help our students maneuver 
through the challenging years of adolescence. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  SUPPORTING STUDENTS  AT HKMS  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

  SPORTS,  CLUBS, AND ACTIVITIES  
 

Participation in after-school activities is a critical part of a student’s learning and engagement in school. 
Students who participate in after-school activities are more connected to students and adults at school 
and typically are more successful academically. Below is a sample of the many sports, clubs, and 
activities that are offered at HKMS. Our clubs run three different times a year: fall, winter, and spring. 
This list is subject to change each year because student interest drives our offerings. If your child does 
not see a club in his/her area of interest, see Principal Bates to start a new club. 

 
 

● 8th Grade Class Night Club 
● Agricultural Club 
● Baseball 
● Basketball 
● Beach Bag Bonanza 
● Beading Club 
● Book Club 
● Caring Cards Club 
● Computer Programming Club 
● Cross Country 
● Cupcake Decorating 
● Dance/Cheer Club 
● Field Hockey 
● GIVE (Great Initiatives Volunteering 

Everywhere) 
● Golf Club 
● Homespun Fun Club 
● Homework Club 
● Inspire (Girls’ Leadership Group) 
● Intro to Computer Coding Club 
● Knee Hockey Club 

 

● Literary Magazine Club 
● Math Academy 
● Math Counts 
● Musicals (Fall and Spring) 
● PC Video Club 
● Robotics 
● Running Club 
● Ski Club 
● Soccer 
● Softball 
● Sports Club 
● String Art Club 
● Swim Team 
● Track and Field 
● Trailblazing Club 
● TV News Club 
● Walking Club 
● Wiffle Ball Club 
● Wrestling 
● Yearbook and Class Night Club 
● Yoga Club 

 


