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Dear Friends, 

Greetings from 

everyone here at 

Countryside School! It 

has been another 

fantastic year. As I 

walk the hallways 

each day, I see joyful 

children engaged in 

projects that pique 

their curiosity and 

challenge their critical thinking skills. I know 

many of you enjoyed similar experiences as 

you walked these halls yourselves as students. 

You may be interested to know that 

Countryside engaged in some great student-

centered, passion-based learning this year. 

Our elementary students worked hard on 

their Passion Projects creating everything 

from stuffed animals to artwork, from a 

classroom newspaper to a remote control 

pig!  The Middle School held its very first 

Maker Faire which was a huge success. If you 

would like to see a video of some of the truly 

amazing projects from that event, go 

to:  http://tinyurl.com/CSMakerFaire2017 

I recently had the pleasure of spending a 

couple of days in Chicago with our 8th grade 

students. We visited the Skydeck at the Willis 

Tower, saw Blue Man Group perform, and 

had a beautifully sunny architectural boat 

tour on the Chicago River. I truly enjoyed 

spending time with these wonderful children. I 

encourage you to come out and see them in 

action as they perform the play, Circus 

Olympus on Tuesday, May 23 at 7 p.m. on 

the Cathie Webber Stage. The show is sure to 

be a hit! 

I also invite and encourage anybody who is 

able to come to Graduation, which will be 

held on Thursday, May 25 at 7 p.m. on the 

Cathie Webber Stage. 

Please look out for any Countryside alumni 

who are attending your school in the fall. It 

always helps to see a familiar and friendly 

face in the halls when youõre starting out. 

I look forward to seeing you all at our 25th 

Birthday Party Homecoming Picnic in the 

fall. Be sure to mark your calendars for 

Saturday, August 26 at 4 p.m.! Stay tuned 

for more details on that event--rumor has it 

there will be special alumni t-shirts and fun 

alumni activities scheduled. 

As we bid goodbye to the 2016-2017 school 

year, we must also say goodbye to 

elementary teacher Maureen Beyt who will 

be relocating to Asheville, North Carolina. If 

you would like to say goodbye to Mrs. Beyt 

and wish her well on her new adventure, 

please join us on Friday, May 19 from 3:30-

5:30 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room. 

Warm regards, 

Stephanie Harman  

Our 8th graders honored at Graduation on 

Thursday, May 25 at 7 p.m.: 

 Anthony Carpenter TBD 

Andrew Chen  TBD 

Cassie Colmenares Academy High 

Zoe Eichorn  Centennial 

Teddy Sammons TBD 

Mirielle Shah  Lake Travis H.S.  

   (Austin, Texas)  

Holden Siena  Centennial 

Jyoti Sundaram Centennial 

Colette Tichenor Academy High 
 

Students matriculating as subfreshmen at 

University Laboratory High School will be 

honored at our final all-school assembly on 

Friday, May 26 at 11 a.m.: 

Andy Brown  Henry Laufenburg 

Ekam Ghotra  Lorenzo Pantano 

Madeleine Keenan Jake Regenwetter 

Stephanie Harman 

https://youtu.be/i0p_T_dTPnI


Page 2 

Countryside Trees 

Great News from the Past Year 

Seventh grader Jared won 1st place for the 

Most Innovative Bridge Design at the UIUC 

Engineering Open House Middle School 

Design Contest.  This yearõs challenge was to 

build a balsa wood bridge to hold as much 

weight as possible.  (Last year Jared won 

Most Unique Design for his vertical access 

windmill!)  Benjamin, Nate, Dan, and Kevin 

won this yearõs Enthusiasm Award.  

Over 20 students participated in IESA's Solo 

and Ensemble Contest. Our performers 

received a first place in every event! In 

addition, sixth grader Ryan received the Best 

of Day award for piano solo! 

Both of our Odyssey of the Mind teams took 

1st place in their divisions at State and will 

compete at World Finals this month.  This is 

the 12th consecutive year we have 

competed at World Finals. 

Countryside service projects benefitted the 

òFeeding our Kidsó program in the public 

schools, Eastern Illinois Foodbank, Champaign 

County Humane Society, and Daily Bread 

Soup Kitchen, and Salt and Light. 

Our middle school video-chatted with award-

winning science fiction author, Ted Chiang. 

The Oscar-nominated movie Arrival is the film 

adaptation of his short story, òStory of Your 

Life.ó  During the hour-long Q&A, the students 

were thrilled to discover that even well-known 

authors can take years to perfect a story! 

 

Our K-5 Family Science Night featured 

studentsõ Design Thinking projects. The K/1 

students participated in hands-on activities 

based on their Arctic unit.  Students in 2nd-5th 

grade displayed their designs for soccer 

stadiums, hamster habitats, library and 

classroom spaces, and playgrounds.  

Ten of our current students received awards 

at the UIUC Insect Fear Film Festival Art 

Contest.  Alumna Lauren Lumetta (2017) won 

Best in Show! 

Our MATHCOUNTS team placed 3rd in 

chapter competition and qualified for State. 

Countryside's choruses sang the National 

Anthem at an Illini women's basketball game 

at the State Farm Center and also at a 

Bloomington Thunder hockey game.  

In honor of Chinese New Year, our Chinese 

classes created a video celebrating the Year 

of the Rooster. Xièxie!   

https://tinyurl.com/CSYearoftheRooster 

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agencyõs 

Poster, Poetry & Prose Contest honored 5th 

graders for their posters: Annalise as a Top 

Award Winner, Sophia with Special 

Recognition, and Lin and Shawn with 

Honorable Mentions. 

Our middle school Latin class solved their Ides 
of March "Who killed Julius Caesar?" murder 
mystery.  New-Gazette coverage:   

https://tinyurl.com/CSLatin 

Celebrating March as "Music in our Schools" 

month, some of our faculty dressed as their 

favorite musicians: Pink, Adele, Dixie Chick (on 

St. Patrick's Day), Justin Bieber, and Sia!   

(Also known as Katrina Widholm ð art, Julia 

Hartman ð music, Maureen Beyt ð 3rd grade, 

Maya Payne ð 2nd grade, and Stephanie 

Harman ð Head of School.) 

https://twitter.com/Harman_Steph/status/825019597564678144
http://www.news-gazette.com/news/local/2017-03-16/just-1-question-learning-latin-countryside-school.html
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Seventh grader William and eighth grader 

Ted were honored by the Illinois Holocaust 

Museum & Education Center in Skokie.  

Williamõs art òOskar Schindler and the 1,200 

Dots of Jewsó and Teddyõs poem òThree 

Perspectivesó were top scoring entries in the 

2017 Leo & Antonia Gershanov Memorial 

Student Arts & Writing Contest. 

Our Kindergarten/1st grade class held their 

biennial community service Bakery Project. It 

is a bake sale where the children help bake 

and are the personal shoppers - even adding 

up the costs of the items and making change 

for their customers. This yearõs proceeds (over 

$900) go to the òFeeding Our Kidsó program 

in our local public schools. 

Last yearõs Odyssey of the Mind team placed 

16th at World Finals! More than 800 teams 

from around the world competed in this 4-

day creative problem solving competition. 

Two students will play at Carnegie Hall in 

New York City.  Sixth grader Ryan will 

perform a piano piece in July and second 

grader DJ will perform a piano piece at the 

end of May - both through the American 

Protégé competitions.  In addition, DJ won the 

gold medal in the AADGT International Young 

Musicians Festival and will play Carnegie in 

June too.  That will be DJõs fourth time 

performing at Carnegie Hall! 

Fifth grader Hadley will travel to Campinas, 

Brazil near São Paolo for a month this 

summer as a delegate to an international 

peace education camp.  She was selected to 

participate with Childrenõs International 

Summer Villages, a global leadership 

organization dedicated to inspiring peace 

through developing intercultural friendship 

and understanding.  More than 50 students 

from a dozen countries will live together at a 

school and spend time in a homestay.   

Five students won blue ribbons in the 

Champaign Park District "Town and Country 

Art Show" - second grader Kathryn, third 

grader Sofia, and sixth graders Grace, Dan,  

and Sanaiya are now all eligible to enter the 

State show in the fall. 

Great News from the Past Year 

Countryside has a new corner sign!  The brick 

base with our official logo and an LED 

changeable panel has been a wonderful 

improvement.  We love the ability to easily 

promote our school, congratulate our teams, 

and announce upcoming events.  Thanks to our 

generous donors David Donnini & Karen 

Rudolph, Sanjay & Neha Mehta, and the 

Countryside School Association for making this 

sign possible.  

Our Advanced Math class designed the 

landscaping as a class project.  Read The 

News-Gazette student interviews: 

https://tinyurl.com/CSsign 

Countryside Is Turning 25 
We will celebrate our 25th year throughout 

2017-2018, starting with a Birthday Party 

Picnic on August 26, an Alumni Reunion at the 

school over winter break, and the first-ever 

Countryside Gala Prom on February 24. 

We are looking for people interested in 

helping with any of these events.  If you 

would like to assist with plans, please contact 

Judy Kaplan, our 25th Anniversary 

Committee Chair at 

kaplan@countrysideschool.org. 

We are collecting historical information 

about the school, as well as any photos or 

stories you have about the early days.  

Please send this info to Kristin Feddersen, 

Director of Communications at 

feddersen@countrysideschool.org. 

Our New Corner Sign 

http://www.news-gazette.com/news/local/2016-09-22/just-1-question-countryside-school-landscapers.html
mailto:kaplan@countrysideschool.org
mailto:feddersen@countrysideschool.org
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25TH 

BIRTHDAY 

PARTY PICNIC 

SATURDAY,  

AUGUST 26 

AT THE 

SCHOOL 

Homecoming 2016 

We love seeing returning alums!   

We had beautiful weather for our Homecoming Picnic 2016.  Now join us for this yearõs 

Homecoming which will be celebrated at our big 25th Birthday Party Picnic on Saturday, 

August 26.  The event will offer food and games - including cotton candy and inflatables.  This 

special event will also feature an Alumni Cornhole Tournament with prizes - so get your teams 

together!  Alumni Families welcome! 

Come back to see your former teachers and reunite with friends at this special event to 

celebrate 25 years of Countryside! 

Left:  Alex Shilts, Raine Bernhard, Megan Bostaph, Lauren Feddersen, Sarah Windelborn,  
Sophie Brown 
Right: Angela Xu, Ginny Kirby, Veronica Chistaya, Esha Mehta, Olivia Gunn, Jennifer Chen  

Top left: Julian White, Eli Lo, David Kanfer, Adam Youssef  
Top right:  Rainey Shah, Jacob Lo 
Bottom left:: Serena Shah, Gauri Shankar 
Bottom right: Ethan Muchnick, Dante Freund, Jenna Lee 


