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hope you have had a year full of joy and Mi)éhelle Lu STATE
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learning, good friendships and good fun! Ashley McF a_rquh ar q  [ET PR

Good fun for us includes visits from our Cole Petruzzi CHESSFESOMPETITION

alumni! At the end of April, many of our Nafisa Syed
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school (Sgee hotos on page 6.) We loved your school. It always helps to see a familiar IN A ROW

) P page o. (and friendly!) face ir s wh

seeing you all again and were so happy to starting out.
catch up on your news. Each of you leaves a
lasting impression on the school and on us théfe have started a gallery in the hall of

we deeply cherish. pennants from our alumni colleges and

uni versities. Wedd |
in our collection!

Inside this issue:
We are also thrilled to see those of you who

drop by the school. Please do so if you get a
chance. As | said, it means a great deal to us.hope you enjoy the following news from
Countryside. We think of you fondly and

The month of May means thediade | . v - .
musical (MACBETH the Musical Comedy), th%:sgggseaastesﬁ?nrﬁ;? © ust In the meantime, Vs

8th grade trip (Chicago for Medieval Times
and The Untouchables Tour of Chicago), and Fondly, GREATSCHOOLNEWS 4
graduation which will be held on Tuesday, Cathie Webber
May 25 at 7:00 at the school. The following
people will be joining your ranks as alumni:
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Jonathan Kuck Wins Silver at Olympics

Jonathan Kuck (right) skates in Team Pursuit Students parade down the hall to the rally for

finals (AP photo/Matt Dunham) Jonathan skating in the 10,000m.
Success in the Team Pursuit Although the 10,000m was scheduled to be
Jonathan Kuck, Countryside alum, won silvershown live on television, actual coverage did
in men's speed skating at the Winter not include Jonathanos
O|ymp|cs in Vancouver in February_ students watched downhill skiing instead.
) . Jonathan placed 8th overall in the
The US team of Brian Hansen, Chad Hed”Ckcompetition.
and Jonathan Kuck won silver in the menos

team pursuit in speed skating at the Richmong y ¢ k Ret ur ns f or F
Olympic Oval. Trevor Marsicano, who skatedjonathan returned to Countryside as the guest

in the quarterfinals, was alsoontheteam. speaker in honor of Fo
The US team finished the race in 34158, grandparents and Specia| guests gathered at
edged by Canada by only 0.21 seconds.  an allschool assembly to hear Jonathan

Canada took gold, the US silver, and the  share the story of his Olympic experience.
Netherlands bronze. i )
Jonathan presented a slideshow and video of

In the team pursuit, three team members out competing in Vancouver, answered questions

of the four are selected to skate in a n_’:tce. and passed around his O|ymp|c skin suit and
The three team members skate as a tight  hjs silver medal for the students to see.

group against three skaters from another . .
country on the opposite side of the speed ~ Cathie Webber presented Jonathan with
skating oval. For eight laps the team stays asC © U n t r y sevedDesonguished Alsmni
close as possible and alternates lead positionedal. In addition he was photographed
The finish is determined by when the third ~ With @ach grade wearing his Olympic medal.
team member crosses the finish line. In the
Olympics the teams skate in rountte
quarter and semi finals determine which

countries will battle for gold and silver. o Congratulations
Jonathan raced in all three rounds. R & Countrﬁ'side Alum
School Holds Rally for 10,000m & |/ Jonathan Kuck
At the school all the students gathered to : N Silver

watch Jonathan race in his other evehe / J Medalist
10,000m. The students dressed in red, whitg 3 .

and blue and waved American flags as they
paraded into the multipurpose room while the
4/5 class played the Olympics theme on
recorders.

Jonathan speaks about his Olympic experience.
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Staging a Bright Future

In January the entire Countryside community that includes breaking ground in spring of

gat hered to tal k abo20ll madditios, i Countryside hasretdined school 6s

future. Based on the strategic plan, the the services of a project feasibility consultant
Countryside Board of Directors introduced thavho is working closely with staff and Board
idea of building a regulatiossized gym and  members to help bring this project to fruition.

performing arts center for the school. We look forward to sharing many more

We are excited to share the news that we aredetails with you about this significant project
in the early planning phases for this importangs it evolves! If you have questions, or would
new addition for Countryside. We have like additional information, please contact
recently hired an architect to provide Cathie Webber or Jamie Driver, Development

preliminary plans and a cost estimate, and th®irector.
Countryside Board has approved a timeline
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Vision for the Gym/Performing Arts Center e

We Need Your Pennant:

Do we have your school pennant up in our halls yet? We would like to display

pennants from al|l our alumsd coll eges and
twentyfive on display, we are still missing several. Drop usraaikif you
can provide us with a pennantiountryside @countrysideschool.org
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Great News from the Past Year

Countryside placed 1st at ChessBest The Champaighirbana Optimist Club
competition of nearly 150 students honored three fifth graders with Challenge
representing more than twerftye schools in  Awards: Zoé in Humanities, Matthew N. in
the area. Second grader Harrison had the Science and James in Arts.

only perfect score! ) .
Sixth grader Arthur and fifth grader James

Our chorus again performed their concerts atboth received "Best of Day" recognition in the
the U of 1 6s Smith M®tmloomasdlbre b and EnsembBle Gowotestd e

CD was produced of the winter concert. Twelve Countryside students fromd&8th
. . _ grade were 1st place medalists and four
The 11 linois Environdg@ditagndplded. ot ecti on Agen

Poster, Poetry and Prose Contest honored

fifth graders Matthew Z. and Zoé and fourth Our Odyssey of the Mind teams placed 1st

grader Sam. and 2nd at State, and both teams advance to
BioBus visits Countryside World competition. This is the fifth consecutive

to give a lesson on the F(.)urf[h grader Anshul took 1st place in the year we have competed at Worlds.
energy cycle and food lllinois State AlGrade Chess Tournament for

chain. the second year in a row and is named Eighth grader Natalie became a published
Warren Junior Chess Scholan award author. Her booRkNorld of Chancess
given to only 35 chess players in lllinois. available on Amazon.
Our MathCounts team took 1st place in the Countryside began an afterschool Science
regional compet it i onandEngmeeringklulyforallsgrades a opics
(including Countryside alum Arch) placed 2néhcluded the physics of baseball, visits from
In individual competition, seventh graderCole he U of |1 6s Physics V

placed 1st, Countryside alum Arch placed mobile science lab that travels the country),
2nd, and seventh grader Masashi took 3rd. and field trips to see how computer chips are

At State our team placed 7th overall. made and how antennae are designed and
tested.

Our band performed in the Krannert Center

lobby prior to the Sinfonia da Camera Middle School Expedition Day had the

concert in November. students taking public transportation, visiting

) ) local businesses and dining at restaurants
Fourth grader Grace placed 3rd in the piano around Champaigh/rbana.

Youth B session at the 25th Annual Music

Festival in Chicago. She also was selected aghe AiSchool Music Show wakbal

the state Gold Star Winner in the East DistricPlaygrounand included songs and dances
Auditions for the lllinois State Music Teacherfrom around the world. It was accompanied
Association Piano Competition. by an AlkSchool Art Show.

Studentsd service projects benefitted: Eas
lllinois Food Bank, Operation Rainbow,

Tropical Rainforest Coalition, International

Fund for Animal Welfare, TIMES Center and

of course, Countryside School.

Our Chinese classes performed at various
community events including the Chinese New
Year Celebration at the University of lllinois.

Countryside families participatedillion

Meals for Haitin April.
I pr Global Playground:

Bollywood dance middle school girls
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