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Credit Requirements at a Glance

Subject Credits

Language Arts 4.0
Science 3.0^
Mathematics 3.0+

World Language
(same language)

2.0^^^
2 can be (PPR)

Social Studies 3.0
Arts 2.0^^^

1 can be (PPR)

Physical Education (P.E.) 1.5^^
Health 0.5
Occupational/Career & Technical 
Education

1.0

Electives 4.0

Total 24.0

^ 2.0 lab science, 1.0 non-lab science

+ Algebra I, Geometry, and a third credit of high school mathematics, 
aligning with the student’s interests and high school and beyond plan.

^^ A student may request to be excused from P.E. under certain 
conditions, per state law and district policy.

^^^ Personalized Pathway Requirements (PPR) are related courses that 
lead to a specific post-high school career or educational outcome chosen 
by the student based on the student’s interests and High School and 
Beyond Plan, that may include Career & Technical Education, and are 
intended to provide a focus for the student’s learning

District Graduation Requirements

Lake Washington School District

Students must fulfill the graduation requirements that are in 
place when they first enter ninth grade, unless the state legis-
lature votes to reduce those requirements. The requirements 
will not increase once a student has started ninth grade. The 
requirements do not change even if the student’s graduation 
year changes.

Students must fulfill the following three requirements for 
graduation:

1.  Earn High School Credits as shown in the table to the left

Students must earn at least 24 credits to graduate.

2.  Complete a High School and Beyond Plan

To graduate, all students must develop a High School and Be-
yond Plan specifying how they will meet high school graduation 
requirements and what they will do following high school. Stu-
dents begin their plan in eighth grade and revise it each year 
as they progress through middle and high school. The High 
School and Beyond Plan should include the classes needed to 
prepare for a postsecondary pathway, such as a two-year or 
four-year college, technical college, apprenticeship program, 
certificate program, the workforce or military training.

3.  Meet the requirements of at least one graduation 
pathway option* in English Language Arts and 
Mathematics:

• Meet standard on the Smarter Balanced Assessment
• Complete and qualify for credit in related dual credit course
• Earn credit in high school transition course  

(Bridge to College)
• Earn C+ in related Advanced Placement or Cambridge 

course or 3 or higher on AP exam or E on Cambridge exam
• Meet State Board cut scores on SAT or ACT
• Meet any combination for ELA and math described above
• Meet standard on Armed Services Vocational Aptitude 

Battery 
• Complete a sequence of CTE courses relevant to 

student’s postsecondary pathway

For more information about graduation requirements, go to: 
www.lwsd.org > Schools >High Schools> High School Guide.
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Advanced Placement (AP®) 
Courses and Exams
Purpose of Advanced Placement
Advanced Placement (AP) is a nationwide program designed 
to prepare secondary students for higher education. LWSD of-
fers a variety of AP classes that provide rigorous, college-level 
curriculum in various subjects and the opportunity to earn 
college credits or advanced college standing. AP classes and 
testing are open to all high school students (9th-12th) in Lake 
Washington School District (LWSD) and are taught by AP teach-
ers trained to instruct their AP course.

In May of each year, towards the end of AP courses, students 
are eligible to take an AP test for college/university credit. 
Please note that although all students are encouraged to take 
the AP exam for each course, it is not a requirement for enroll-
ment, high school credit, or grade in the class.

The AP experience 
Taking AP classes in high school helps students prepare for 
college-level academics. 

The benefits of taking AP classes include:

• Increased academic rigor in line with college/university 
courses 

• Deeper exploration of a course’s content knowledge
• Development of higher-level research, analysis, and 

critical thinking skills
• Ability to get a head start on college requirements by 

earning college/university credits.

Receiving college credit for AP through AP exams
Students who meet all performance standards on AP exams 
may be eligible to receive college credit. Colleges determine if 
credit or advanced standing is granted based on their insti-
tutional policies. Many colleges and universities world-wide 
recognize AP achievements and grant credit. 

Graduation pathways requirement
Students have the opportunity to meet the graduation pathway 
requirement by earning a C+ in an identified AP course or scor-
ing 3 or higher on the AP exam. 

More information about AP
AP courses and descriptions are listed in each school’s course 
catalogue which is posted on the school website. Not all AP 
courses are offered at all schools. For specific course and 
enrollment information, students should contact their school 
counselor. For general information about AP courses and 
exams, visit CollegeBoard.com.

Lake Washington School District

Career and Technical Education (CTE)
Career and Technical Education (CTE) is hands-on, career-
connected learning that prepares students to be college, 
career and future ready! CTE courses integrate 21st century 
skills, professional and technical skills, and core academic 
knowledge. Some CTE courses provide the opportunity to earn 
college credit or industry certification.  

Career and Technical Education (CTE) Classes
Two semesters of CTE courses are required for graduation. 
Many AP offerings are also available through CTE, and some 
CTE courses allow students to earn college credit through CTE 
Dual Credit.

CTE Dual College Credit
Through a partnership with community and technical colleges 
in the state, certain CTE courses provide students with the 
opportunity to earn both high school and college credit for the 
course, if students complete the course with a grade of “B” or 
better. If a course qualifies for CTE Dual Credit, it will be noted 
in the course description, or teachers will provide students 
with information about how to register for CTE Dual Credit. 
Note: Students must register and pay a $50 fee (fee covers all 
CTE Dual Credit Courses) through the Pacific Northwest Col-
lege Credit Consortium to be awarded college credit.

CTE Equivalency/“Two-for-One” Courses 
Some CTE courses help students meet core academic gradu-
ation requirements. If a CTE course is determined to be fully 
equivalent with academic standards of the core requirement, 
it can be recorded on a student’s transcript using equivalent 
academic high school designation and title. If a CTE course 
has designated equivalency, credit for one of the courses 
will be placed on the student’s transcript. Students generally 
choose which course they want placed on the transcript, and 
this choice is driven by their High School and Beyond Plan. 
The second course, which is not placed on the transcript, may 
be “checked off” as a “met requirement” by local counseling 
staff. Which course is put on the transcript and which one is 
“checked off” is determined by the student, based on their 
post high school goals as outlined in the High School and 
Beyond Plan. 

The CTE Equivalency/“Two-for-One” policy does not change the 
total number of credits the student needs to graduate.
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WANIC Skill Center Programs (wanic.org) 
WANIC Skill Center offers high quality tuition-free Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) classes for high school juniors and 
seniors. These year-long, advanced-level CTE programs are 
based on rigorous academic and industry standards preparing 
students for career and college readiness. WANIC programs 
offer dual credit opportunities (high school and college credit) 
and/or lead to industry certifications. Programs are designed 
in three period blocks which allows extended learning time 
and authentic hands-on lab experience. Skill Center classes 
are offered at many local high schools in our area, DigiPen 
Institute of Technology and Lake Washington Institute of Tech-
nology. Full year WANIC programs meet the state CTE gradua-
tion pathway requirement.

All classes are offered during the regular school day, while 
some are also offered after the school day. Students attend 
their home high school for part or all of their day and attend 
WANIC Skill Center programs in a different location for the 
remainder of the day. 

WANIC program offerings:
• Automotive Technology (Bellevue HS, Bothell HS)*
• Aviation Technology – STEM (WANIC) NEW
• Building Industry Technologies - Core Plus Construction 

(Interlake HS*)(Bothell HS NEW location)
• Cisco Networking (Newport HS)*
• Culinary Arts (Newport HS)*
• Dental Careers (WANIC)
• DigiPen Art & Animation (DigiPen)*
• DigiPen Data Analytics & Visualization (DigiPen) NEW
• DigiPen Game Design (DigiPen)*
• DigiPen Music & Sound Design (DigiPen)*
• DigiPen Video Game Programming (DigiPen)*
• Fire & EMS (WANIC)*
• Health Science Careers – Nursing  

(WANIC, Sammamish HS, Woodinville HS)
• Institute for Systems Biology (ISB) Systems Medicine 

(WANIC) NEW
• Medical Careers (WANIC)
• Sports Medicine (Issaquah HS)

*Two-year program available

Visit https://wanic.lwsd.org for course descriptions.

CADR Courses
CADR courses meet new college admission requirements 
Since 2008, ninth graders who are planning to seek admis-
sion to public four-year colleges and universities in Washington 
are required to take courses to meet the state’s minimum 
College Admission Distribution Requirements (CADR). Courses 
that meet college admission requirements are marked “CADR” 
throughout the course catalog. Please see page A7 for more 
information about college admission standards and CADR 
courses.

High School Credit for Courses Taken in 
Middle School
Middle school students who complete a high school course in 
the 2019-20 school year and beyond, with a passing grade, 
before attending high school, will automatically be given high 
school credit. This credit will be applied to fulfilling high school 
graduation requirements and recorded on the student’s high 
school transcript.* 

A student and the student’s parent or guardian must inform 
the school before the end of the 11th grade if they do not want 
credit for the course(s) taken before attending high school on 
the high school transcript, or if they want to request that credit 
be transcribed with a non-numerical grade. A non-numerical 
grade is not included in the student’s grade point average 
calculation. 

High school courses taken in middle school are those that 
exceed the requirements for seventh and eighth grade classes. 
They also qualify for high school credit because they are similar 
or equivalent to a course offered at a high school in the district.  

• High School level math courses in district middle schools 
include Algebra I and Geometry. 

• High School level world language courses in district 
middle schools include World Language I taken in 8th 
grade (for example, Spanish I, Japanese I, etc.). Students 
cannot earn high school credit by taking exploratory 
middle school language courses that do not meet Year 1 
World Language standards.

*The automatic application of high school credit earned in 
middle school to the transcript is a result of new graduation 
requirements legislation (House Bill 1599).

Academic Acceleration 
Students who meet standard on the Smarter Balanced Assess-
ment in English language arts (ELA) and/or mathematics in 8th 
grade will be automatically enrolled in the next most rigorous 
level of an advanced 9th grade course in ELA and/or math-
ematics that aligns with their High School and Beyond Plan. 

Current 9th – 11th grade students who meet standard on the 
Smarter Balanced Assessment in ELA are eligible for enrollment 
in advanced high school courses in ELA, social studies, humani-
ties, or other related subjects. Current 9th-11th grade students 
who meet standard on the Smarter Balanced Assessment in 
mathematics are eligible for enrollment in advanced high school 
mathematics courses. Students who meet standards on the 
Washington Comprehensive Assessment of Science in grades 
8-11 are eligible for enrollment in advanced high school science 
courses. 

Parents/guardians may elect to have their student opt out of 
automatic enrollment in the next most rigorous ELA and math 
course and enroll in an alternative course that aligns with the 
student’s High School and Beyond Plan goals and graduation 
requirements by contacting the school. 

Updated 12/12/2022 | A3

https://wanic.lwsd.org/
https://wanic.lwsd.org


Lake Washington School District

LWSD Online Courses
The Lake Washington School District offers two online courses - 
Washington State History and Health. Students may enroll in these 
district online courses if they meet one of the following criteria:

• The course is not offered at their school or
• The student is unable to fit the course into their regular 

seven-period schedule.

These online courses meet both district and state standards 
as well as maintain the high standards for content and rigor 
that are available in all LWSD classes. Students access the 
online class through an internet-connected computer. Course-
work and online instruction may occur outside of the school 
day. Sections of available classes will be offered based upon 
spring student enrollment requests. Students who select 
online classes will need to meet with their school counselor in 
the spring to discuss class availability as well as to determine 
whether online learning is right for them. Online courses taken 
as an 8th course incur a cost. The cost matches summer 
school rates.

Courses

• Online Washington History
Online Washington History is a .5 credit class that pro-
vides the knowledge and awareness of the geography, 
native inhabitants, early settlers, and the forces that 
drove modernization and statehood. Students will also 
study Washington’s emergence as a force for economic 
development and international trade. This class meets the 
Washington State History graduation requirement. 

• Online Health
Online Health is a comprehensive .5 credit health course 
that provides students with essential knowledge and 
decision makings kills for a healthy lifestyle. Students will 
analyze aspects of emotional, social, and physical health 
and how these realms of health influence each other. 
Students will apply principles of health and wellness to 
their own lives. In addition, they will study behavior change 
and set goals to work on throughout the semester. Other 
topics of study include substance abuse, safety and injury 
prevention, environmental health, and consumer health. 
This class meets the Health graduation requirement.

Physical Education Credit Options
To earn a high school diploma, students must earn two health 
and fitness credits. 1.5 credits represent the fitness portion 
of the requirement, and are met by course work in physical 
education. The other .5 credit is met by taking a health course. 
Lake Washington School District recognizes the importance of 
the development of healthy habits that include physical fitness 
and emotional well-being and provides a variety of classes to 
fulfill the 1.5 credit fitness requirement. A full list of health 
and P.E. classes being offered is available on each school’s 
website.

There may be special circumstances where a student may 
have an alternative option to meet this requirement. These al-
ternative options are available beginning in the students 11th 
grade school year.

• Fitness Knowledge Assessment
The Fitness Knowledge Assessment will be offered to stu-
dents beginning in the students’ 11th grade school year. 
Students will have six opportunities to take the assess-
ment before their graduation date.

• Fitness Plan
The Fitness Plan will be offered to students beginning in 
the students’ 11th grade school year. Students choosing 
the Fitness Plan option will complete a substantial written 
assignment that covers similar content as the Fitness 
Knowledge Assessment. Students will have six opportuni-
ties to submit a fitness plan before their graduation date 
starting the beginning of junior year. Student must meet 
with counselor and complete necessary paperwork before 
completing the plan.

For more information about these options: https://www.lwsd.
org/schools/high-school/high-school-guide/physical-educa-
tion-credit-options.
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College in the High School
College in the High School (CHS) courses provide students 
in grades 9-12 the opportunity to earn college credit while 
they complete selected high school courses. These courses 
are rigorous, college-level courses offered in high school by 
teachers approved to teach the course. CHS is an opportunity 
for students to receive college credit and meet their college or 
university’s ‘general requirements’ required for college gradu-
ation. 

CHS credits are accepted in many colleges and universities 
in Washington state. If you are attending another college or 
university different than the institution providing CHS credits, 
make sure to contact the institution to obtain information 
on their CHS credit transfer policies. Your counselor or the 
institution’s credit transfer site may allow you to check transfer 
equivalencies.

Some courses, such as specific Math and World Languages, 
may offer credit beyond the 0.5 credit per semester generally 
offered for high school courses. Credit information for each 
course may vary and is found in its course description. CHS 
courses are marked with a “C” designation.

Essential information about College in the High School 
courses:

• There is no fee for students to enroll in a CHS course 
taken for high school credit only. Fees only apply when 
a student chooses to earn both high school and college 
credit.

• Fees for CHS courses are based on number of credits and 
the college institution offering the course.

LWSD often partners with the institutions below. CHS 
courses are offered at a significantly reduced cost 
to high school students. The costs below reflect the 
2022-23 academic year and may be updated for the 
2023-24.

For each CHS course, multiply the number of college 
credits by the cost per credit to calculate the total CHS 
college credit fee:

• Bellevue College - $40/credit

• Cascadia - $215 per 5 credit class

• Central Washington University - $60/credit

• University of Washington - $66/credit and one-
time registration fee of $45

• Students must register as a CHS student with the 
respective institution offering the credit(s).

• Students needing financial assistance should contact 
their counselor or teacher. 

• Upon payment, each institution offering a course will 
automatically start an official college transcript that is part 
of the student’s permanent school record.

• Payment for the college credit automatically starts 
an official college transcript with the and permanent 
academic record for the student.

Running Start
Seniors and juniors who qualify may enroll in college level 
courses at local participating community and technical col-
leges. The courses taken will earn high school credit and 
college credit at some state colleges and universities. The 
Lake Washington School District pays the college tuition for a 
specified number of credits taken. Students are responsible 
for all fees, books, and transportation. Students interested in 
Running Start must: 

• Consult their counselors for application instruction and 
program approval. 

• Take an assessment in literacy and mathematics at the 
community or technical college, scheduled by the student. 

• Have junior or senior standing in high school before taking 
courses through Running Start. For juniors in the Lake 
Washington School District, this includes completion 
of 10th grade required course sequence, and meeting 
state test graduation requirements as outlined on page 
A1 of this guide. For seniors this includes satisfactory 
completion of 11th grade course sequences.

• Meet all LWSD graduation requirements through course 
work or through Running Start classes.  

In addition, students may be required to attend high school 
classes for the purpose of completing high school graduation 
requirements. Students must be in contact with their Running 
Start Graduation Coordinator. Students who do not qualify for 
junior or senior status will not be approved for entry to Running 
Start and their tuition fees will not be paid by the school district. 
Parents and students will be responsible for course fees in the 
case that students attend community college without adequate 
standing or approval as determined by counselor or administra-
tor. To begin Running Start in a fall quarter, students must apply 
in the previous March.

Seven Period Schedule
As part of their four-year program of study, all students are 
expected to register for and take seven credit bearing courses 
each semester. A senior who is on track to satisfy all credit 
requirements for graduation may complete an application for 
Early Dismissal or Late Arrival. Requests for a class schedule 
with less than seven credit bearing courses will be reviewed 
with extenuating considerations in mind, which may include 
but are not limited to the following:

• Employment
• Medical need with documentation
• Educational opportunities outside the school/district 

consistent with the student’s High School and Beyond Plan.
A class schedule with less than seven credit bearing courses 
will only allow for a late arrival or early dismissal. It is neces-
sary to gain approval from the student’s counselor and par-
ents for late arrival or early dismissal and have a copy of the 
approval on file in the counseling office.
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STEM Signature Programs
Every high school in the district offers “Signature Courses” 
and/or “Signature Programs.”

• A Signature Course is a 1 period class where students 
earn 1 credit.

• A Signature Program is a 2-3 period block of classes 
where students earn 2-3 credits. 

Students enrolled in Signature Courses or Signature 
Programs:

• Earn academic credit required for graduation (1-3 credits);
• Learn through a thematic, interdisciplinary curriculum 

connected to a career pathway;
• Engage in problem-based learning and industry-based 

projects; and,
• Learn from both teachers and professionals in the field 

through community and business-based partnerships. 

STEM Signature programs available to 11th graders are:

• Environmental Engineering and Sustainable Design
• Forensics/Psychology

STEM Signature programs available to 12th graders are:

• Biomedical Engineering
• Advanced Physics/Global Engineering

Due to student capacity and space limitations, there are a lim-
ited number of openings in each of the school’s Signature Pro-
grams for eleventh and twelfth grade students who attend one 
of the district’s comprehensive high schools. If more students 
apply for each lab than space is available, selection will be 
done through a lottery process. Students chosen through the 
lottery must work with their home school counselor to ensure 
that attendance in the STEM Signature Program of their choice 
fits within their plan to meet district high school graduation 
requirements. These students will continue to attend courses 
in their home high school in the other three periods when they 
are not attending the STEM Signature Program, and/or com-
plete other courses through Running Start. 

These students will continue to attend courses in their home 
high school in the other three periods when they are not at-
tending the STEM Signature Program, and/or complete other 
courses through Running Start.

World Language Credit Options
Students are required to graduate with two credits in a World 
Language. Students have two options if they wish to pursue 
an alternative to the required two World Language credits: A 
student may elect to pursue credit in areas other than world 
language if the choice is based on a career-oriented course 
of study identified in the student’s High School and Beyond 
Plan. Students also have the option of pursuing competency/ 
proficiency credit by participating in a district-sponsored 
“World Language Assessment Day.” Students complete an 
assessment to determine language proficiency.  If students 
demonstrate at least a Novice Mid proficiency level, they will 
receive a letter indicating proficiency levels and the number of 
high school credits earned. For more information about these 
options, http://www.lwsd.org/programs-and-services/curricu- 
lum-instruction/high-school-guide/graduation-requirements/ 
world-language-credit-options.

The Lake Washington School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, disability, age, gender, marital status, creed, religion, honorably discharged veteran, military status, 
sexual orientation, gender expression, gender identity, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical 
disability, or the use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, in its programs 
and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The fol-
lowing employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: 

Civil Rights Coordinator Title IX Coordinator Section 504/
ADA Coordinator

Executive Director of  
Human Resources
16250 NE 74th Street
Redmond, WA 98052
425-936-1266
civilrights@lwsd.org

Director of Athletics & Activities  
16250 NE 74th Street
Redmond, WA 98052
425-936-1289
titleix@lwsd.org

Executive Director of  
Special Services 
16250 NE 74th Street
Redmond, WA 98052
425-936-1407
section504@lwsd.org

https://www.lwsd.org/programs-and-services/curriculum-instruction/high-school-guide/graduation-requirements/world-language-credit-options
https://www.lwsd.org/programs-and-services/curriculum-instruction/high-school-guide/graduation-requirements/world-language-credit-options
https://www.lwsd.org/programs-and-services/curriculum-instruction/high-school-guide/graduation-requirements/world-language-credit-options
mailto:civilrights%40lwsd.org?subject=
mailto:titleix%40lwsd.org?subject=
mailto:section504%40lwsd.org?subject=
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APPLY at 
WANIC.ORG

WASHINGTON NETWORK FOR  
INNOVATIVE CAREERS

The Lake Washington School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, gender, marital status, creed, religion, honorably discharged veteran, military status, sexual orientation, gender identity or gender expression, the 
presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability, or the use of a trained guide dog or service animal by a person with a disability, in its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.

WANIC Skill Center
Serving students from these school districts:

Contact us wanic@lwsd.org 425.739.8400

PREPARATORY    
COLLEGE & CAREER 

EDUCATION 
for    

High School StudentsHigh School Students

Bellevue  Issaquah  Lake Washington
Mercer Island  Northshore  Riverview   Snoqualmie Valley
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Overview of Minimum College Admission Standards
Revised 09/2014

The Washington Student Achievement 
Council Sets Minimum Standards
The Washington Student Achievement Council 
(WSAC) has responsibility to: establish minimum 
admission standards for four-year institutions, including 
a requirement that coursework in American Sign 
Language or an American Indian Language, shall 
satisfy any requirement for instruction in a language 
other than English that the board or the institutions 
may establish as a general undergraduate admissions 
requirement. (RCW 28B.77.020, Section 7.a)

Freshmen Admission Policy
This overview of freshmen admission requirements 
applies to all applicants to the public four-year 
colleges who enter directly from high school, and 
students who enter college with fewer than 40 credits 
of college-level coursework or equivalent.

Running Start and other dual-credit earning students, 
including those who have earned more than 40 
quarter hours of college-level credit, who enter a 
public baccalaureate institution directly from high 
school, must meet minimum college admission 
standards:
• 2.0 Minimum GPA
• Official SAT/ACT test scores sent directly to the 

college or university (Fee waivers for these tests 
are available – consult with your high school 
counselor).

• CADRs – (College Academic Distribution 
Requirements)

College Academic Distribution 
Requirements (CADR)
CADRs reflect the minimum number of credits 
required in six subject areas that students must earn 
to be eligible for routine admission consideration by 
four-year public baccalaureate institutions.

CADRs guide students to take high school courses 
which will prepare them for college-level coursework. 
High school courses meeting CADRs are determined 
by the school district and are noted on the student’s 
transcript with a “B” designation.

CADRs are not the same as high school graduation 
requirements, which are determined by the SBE and 
local school districts. 

Students who plan to attend a four-year college 
or university should be aware of both their high school 
graduation requirements and the CADRs.

Meeting the minimum college admission standards 
does not guarantee admission to a public 
baccalaureate institution. Therefore, students are 
encouraged to go beyond meeting minimum college 
admission standards to improve their chances for 
gaining entry to a public baccalaureate institution. 

Students should obtain admission information directly 
from the institution they wish to attend.

Holistic Review of Applications
for Admission
Currently, each of the public baccalaureate 
institutions employs a holistic review process for at 
least a portion of their applicants.  Holistic review is 
an additional means of ensuring student access, and 
may include a review of many factors beyond GPA, 
SAT/ACT scores and completion of CADRs, which 
indicate evidence of the student’s preparedness for 
college.

In cases where students do not meet the minimum 
college admission standards, the policy provides for 
alternative admission policies which may be more 
appropriate for certain students. Each student is 
encouraged to contact the admissions office of the 
institution they wish to attend if they have questions. 

Further Details
K-12 and college personnel who advise students on 
admission to public four-year colleges and 
universities should review the detailed version of the 
College Academic Distribution Requirements at:
http://www.wsac.wa.gov/college-admissions

Relevant Legislation
RCW 28A.230.097 (AP computer science)
RCW 28B.77.020 (setting admissions standards)
WAC 392.415.070 (designating CADRs on high 
school transcripts)

Students should consult with their local high school to obtain complete information about minimum college admission standards,
and to be aware of which courses at their high school meet CADR guidelines, as determined by the local school district. WSAC Document-Revised 09/2014

Lake Washington School District

Updated 12/4/2020 | A8

 

 

Overview of Minimum College Admission Standards 
  

For students entering four-year colleges or universities 
College Academic Distribution Requirements (CADRs) Coursework ( See details at http://www.wsac.wa.gov/college-admissions ) 
Students are encouraged to take a minimum of three credits of CADR courses each year of high school, including the senior year. 

Students who take college-level coursework and complete 5 quarter credits or 3 semester credits, will have earned the equivalent of one CADR credit. In addition, pre-college courses in English 
and math may be equivalent to CADR courses, provided they are designed to meet the same learning outcomes as the high school courses for which they substitute. 

Students may meet high school requirements with courses taken in middle school, provided the courses are part of a sequence which is successfully continued in high school, or the courses are 
included on the high school transcript as high school-level courses. 

Previous minimum college admissions standards used the term ‘year’ to designate completion of what is now referred to as ‘one credit’ of high school coursework. The use 
of ‘credit’ recognizes that school districts may use alternative or block scheduling that permits students to earn a full credit in a given subject area in less than an academic year. 

English – 4 credits including 3 credits of college preparatory composition or literature. One credit may be satisfied by courses in drama as literature, public speaking, debate, journalistic writing, 
business English, English as a Second Language, or Learning Support English. Passing the state mandated high school assessment in Reading is equivalent to earning the first 2 CADR credits of 
high school English. 

Mathematics – 3 credits: Algebra I, geometry, and Algebra II (intermediate algebra), or Integrated Math I, II, and III. Passing the state mandated high school assessment in math is equivalent to 
earning the first 2 CADR credits of high school math (Algebra I & Geometry or Integrated Math I and II). 
Note: Successful completion of math through pre-calculus meets the requirement for 3 credits of math and the senior-year math requirement (below). 

Senior Year Math-Based Quantitative Course: During the senior year of high school, students must earn a credit in a math-based quantitative course. This requirement may be met through 
enrollment in one of the three required math courses listed above; by completing a math-based quantitative course like statistics, applied math, appropriate career and technical courses, a senior year 
AP Computer Science course, or by completing an algebra-based science course taken during the senior year that would satisfy this requirement and part of the science requirement below. Note: The 
senior-year math requirement does not mean a 4th credit of math is required, nor does it require a higher level of math; the intent is for seniors to take meaningful math. Exception: Completion of 
higher-level math prior to the senior year exempts students from the senior-year quantitative course requirement (e.g., pre-calculus, math analysis, or calculus). 

Science – 3 credits. At least two (2) of the credits must be laboratory science based. One credit must be in an algebra-based science course as determined by the school district. One credit must be in 
biology, chemistry, or physics (this course may also meet the algebra-based requirement). Principles of technology courses taught in Washington high schools may satisfy the laboratory science 
requirement.   
Note: Western Washington University specifies two (2) credits and that one credit must be an algebra-based chemistry or physics course. 

World Languages – 2 credits must be earned in the same World Language, Native American language, or American Sign Language. Schools may award credit based on a district approved 
competency assessment consistent with the State Board of Education policy and American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) Proficiency Guidelines. 
Note: A World Language course taken in middle school may satisfy one credit of the requirement if the second year level course is completed in high school grades 9-12. 

Social Science – 3 credits of history or other social science (e.g. anthropology, contemporary world problems, economics, geography, government, political science, psychology). 

Arts – 1 credit of fine, visual, or performing arts - or 1 additional credit in other CADR academic subject areas as defined above. Acceptable coursework in the fine, visual, or performing arts includes art 
appreciation, band, ceramics, choir, dance, dramatics performance and production, drawing, fiber arts, graphic arts, metal design , music appreciation, music theory, orchestra, painting, photography, print 
making, or sculpture. 
Note: The University of Washington and Western Washington University specify one-half credit in fine, visual or performing arts. The other half may be in the arts or in an academic elective. 

 
Students should consult with their local high school to obtain complete information about minimum college admission standards, and to be aware of which courses at their high school meet 
CADR guidelines, as determined by the local school district.  
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The following pathways are now in place for the class of 2021 and beyond. 
 

Career/Technical Field = CTE Course Sequence 
 Complete 2.0 or more credits that either include a dual credit course  

or lead to an industry recognized credential 
 Complete a Core Plus program 

 

Military Career Interest = ASVAB Exam (AFQT Section) 
 Score = 31 
 Check the State Board of Education website by September 1 annually 

(www.sbe.wa.gov/our-work/graduation-pathway-options/asvab) 

Postsecondary Education = English Language Arts (ELA)  
and Math Courses & Exams 
(Can use any combination of the ELA and math options listed in this section.) 

 ACT (ELA = 14; math = 16) or SAT (ELA = 410; math = 430) 
 Dual credit courses (1.0 credit total): 

o AP/IB/Cambridge: Earn a C+ in state-approved course (each term) 
o CTE Dual Credit (must earn high school credit) 
o College in the High School or Running Start courses (local approval) 

 Dual credit exams (for state-approved courses): 
o AP = 3+ 
o Cambridge = E or better 

 State assessments: 
o Smarter Balanced: ELA = 2548; math = 2595 
o WA-AIM: ELA = 104; math = 103 

 Transition courses (1.0 credit total): 
o Local articulation agreements between districts and sponsoring colleges 

 
 

 

Graduation Pathways 


