KNIGHTLY NEWS
OCTOBER 22-28, 2020
Dear CAW Family:
May you be blessed abundantly on this feast of Pope
St. John Paul II. My favorite quote of his is, "Do not
abandon yourselves to despair. We are an Easter
people and hallelujah is our song." It is so important
that we, as a family in faith, remain hopeful about our
world in the face of the many challenges we
encounter. Our joy is contagious. Let us help our
children to see joy on us and in us, so that they, too,
may smile with the assurance that for every single
Good Friday, there is an Easter Sunday to follow! This
we are promised by our Lord Himself.
Thank you so much to the many families who have sent in nut-free candy donations for Knightly Hours! Our
children will have lovely, sealed treat bags sent home with them on Friday, October 30th! We have Parent
Ambassadors and some members of the Home and School Association volunteering to help for this day! I ask
that families please be very cognizant and understanding that we cannot have parents come to our special
day as a whole, only because of Covid precautions. We will have an outdoor parade of our students, and I
would love to welcome remote students to join us for that time! Please know that we will remain in our
respective cohorts outside at this time, and will integrate the remote students who are able to join us into that
cohort because we are outside and spaced. I ask that remote students' families kindly email respective
classroom teachers to let them know which students are coming on-site for the parade. The parade will take
place from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. on Friday, October 30th in the back lot. The parade will be comprised of PreK,
K, 1 and 2 while all other grades will encircle the lot and watch. Then our younger friends will go back into
their classrooms while the older students remain outside for a short time to enjoy some music before going
back inside for classroom activities.
Costume guidelines must be observed. Please note the following:
●
●
●
●
●

PPE masks (surgical or cloth) must be worn even if one's costume includes a mask.
No weapons are permitted with costumes.
Gory costumes involving blood are not permitted.
All costumes should be modest and appropriate for our PreK 3 through 8th grade Catholic
school. (Any questions are welcome in advance.)
Students who do not celebrate Halloween or choose not to wear costumes may dress down
in their own clothes, and should try to do black and orange theming, but that is not required.

My Virtual Pumpkin Contest is also still ongoing! I only have 2 submissions! Please have the students send
me a photograph of their pumpkin (either a photo of an actual pumpkin they carved or decorated, OR a
completely digital one) by Wednesday, October 28th! I will assign a number to each pumpkin and staff and
students will vote for each category! My guidelines for that day are attached again, and the contest is open to
all students in PreK through Grade 8.

Treats that might come into school that day (from staff or families) should be store-bought and not made at
home. Thank you so much for this incredible generosity and understanding!
I look forward to enjoying a special, safe holiday with our school family, and I extend my sincere gratitude for
the tremendous help that is coming from parents and staff to make this day possible! God bless you!
With Love and Prayers,
Mrs. Chodkowski

Preparing for colder weather during COVID: Keeping windows open, especially during the
night where possible, is one of the best ways to ensure fresh air is circulating through our
classrooms and office spaces. Therefore, for this year only, we will allow CAW hoodies,
CAW Sweatshirts, CAW fleeces to be worn all day every day if students need them for
added warmth. We will also allow CAW sweatpants for more days than gym days, again
for added warmth. Young ladies with skorts may always wear leggings under them as well.
Thank you for your support!
❖ On Friday, October 30th, all staff and students are encouraged to come to school dressed
in Halloween costumes!!! (Costumes must not include blood, gore, weapons, or anything
immodest. If you have any hesitation, contact me.) If students or staff choose not to wear
costumes, they can dress down in Halloween colors. Remote students will be invited on-site
for an outdoor, class-by-class Halloween parade! All details will be forthcoming!
Classrooms will have Halloween parties and special Halloween activities going on for both
on-site and remote students.
➢ Please Note: Halloween masks are N
 OT considered barriers or protective measures
against Covid-19. Should staff or students wear masks for Halloween, an actual PPE
mask MUST be worn underneath it.
❖ Holiday Balsam Wreath Drive- Please consider sharing with family and friends! Once
again, each family's sales of these wreaths will directly equate to Knightly Hours. Orders
are due by November Thursday, November 5th. See attachment for the order form, which
was also send home with your child, or visit:
❖

https://www.cognitoforms.com/GozziTreeWreathFarm/CatholicAcademyWaterburyHolidayBalsam
WreathSale2020

❖ Knightly hours earned per total sales of Pies are as follows:
■ $100.00= 1 knightly hour
■ $75.00= 45 mins knightly hour
■ $50.00= 30 mins knightly hour
■ $25.00= 15 mins knightly hour
➢ Knightly Hour balances will be made available to each family at the end of each
trimester

SHARE WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS! This November, we extend a warm invitation to all families who
might be interested in our exceptional Pre-K3 through Grade 8 STREAM program at Catholic Academy
of Waterbury to join our Principal for a casual conversation. Please fill out the form below to select a
date that works best for you!
https://forms.gle/oAmH8HRNbtSLAzwv5
We're so excited about this opportunity to share our school with new families that Mrs. C will be offering
2 Knightly Hours to any current family who refers a new family that attends a Coffee Talk!

ALL parents/family members who wish to volunteer in any capacity MUST be trained in Virtus and
have a background check completed. The background checks should be sent into Mrs. Flaherty at the
office in a sealed envelope AFTER Virtus training has been completed. The school will pay for these
background checks. This is the best time to complete this training, as it is VIRTUAL for the first time,
and we do not know how long it will be available virtually. The steps are included here:
Go to www.virtusonline.org
2. Register as a “First Time Registrant” in the left margin on the screen.
3. Click “Begin Registration Process” (If you select “View a list of Sessions” it will tell you to check
back later as there are no sessions available.)
4. Next it will ask you to select “Your Organization” Select HARTFORD (as in Archdiocese of Hartford)
5. The next screen will ask them if they have previously registered online.
A. If you select yes, there is a possibility you will be directed to that account, you will then
need to know what USER ID and PASSWORD you used. If the Office of Safe Environment
has not approved the account as yet, then you will be blocked and will need to call our office.
B. If you select NO, then you will start the registration process.
6. You will be asked to select a User ID and a Password (these are both case sensitive)
7. Please fill in all fields with asterisks.
8. Choose the parish or school where you are employed or volunteer at. If your parish/school is not
listed please select Archdiocese of Hartford.
9. Please indicate your primary role. Then indicate your title – (volunteer, teacher, maintenance, etc.)
10. If you are in ministry in multiple places within the Archdiocese of Hartford, please list all places.
11. Complete the three fields.
12. The Office of Safe Environment Handbook will be displayed. Participants will need to print the
Acknowledgement Page (Last page) and hand in the hardcopy to their parish or school. The AOH
does not accept the electronic signature as indicated on this page.
13. How to Report an Incident of Sexual Abuse in the Archdiocese of Hartford.
14. Mind Your Business Background Check form. This should be printed, completed and returned to
your parish/school or the Office of Safe Environment. The AOH does not submit these forms
throughout the Virtus website.
15. You may now begin the Protecting God’s Children for Adults Online training. This training should
take approximately 1 ½ hours

STUDENT OF THE WEEK

STUDENT OF THE WEEK- Dominic Lucarelli (Grade 3)
Dominic is a very special young man. He is kind and considerate and a friend to all.
I can count on him to make good choices and to always volunteer to help me or
his classmates. He exemplifies what it means to be a Catholic Christian in his
thoughts and actions.



Attachments (2):
❖ CAW Wreath Order Form 2020
❖ Virtual Pumpkin Contest

Follow Us Online
https://www.catholicacademywaterbury.org/
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/CatholicAcademyWaterbury/
Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/catholicacademywaterbury/
Twitter:
https://twitter.com/CAWaterbury

