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Editor’s Note

As I sat gazing out of my office window, enjoying the falling autumn 

leaves, I rummaged through my memories of the past four months, 

actually the last two years to be exact, for a moment that summarized and 

best defined my time at Keystone. And for the very first time in my life, 

I was lost for words because each and every day has been packed with 

action and excitement – as is in the nature of any school, especially so for a 

brand new one. I would never have anticipated not being able to capture a 

seminal moment in time, a time in which I witnessed new and sometimes 

challenging changes unfolding, events exploding onto the scene – very 

first day of school, Matriculation Ceremony, camping trip, our visit to the 

Bethel Orphanage for Blind Children, the first cello concert, to just name 

a few – and an exciting beginning becoming real. Everything seemed so 

monumental. 

Every day our lives present us with moments to treasure, where we joyfully 

find ourselves catapulted beyond the confines of the mundane and 

the ordinary. And there are always moments in our lives that shape our 

mindsets, our paths of growth and perception of ourselves and the world – a 

moment of opportunity, a moment of discovery, turning points, revelations, 

epiphanies, unexpected changes, the opening or closing of a door, all of 

these can occur in a single glorious, exciting, unpredictable, crucial, chaotic 

and amazing moment. It is these bursts of clarifying realizations that we 

went after, and ended up finding more than what we were looking for. The 

collection of these “moments” in this issue explores and highlights the 

process and the action of that core of emotion, that soul or essence of 

being a truly unique community, that spirit of life within each of us as it 

learns, grows and responds. In this issue, I have called these experiences 

“defining moments.”
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Making Every Moment

We shall not cease from exploration, and the end of all our exploring will be to arrive where we started 

and know the place for the first time.

- T. S. Eliot

ACelebration
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This issue represents, I hope, the essence of those defining moments in the history of a truly inspiring and 

pioneering school like Keystone. I have come to believe that what transforms a school, from a list of names and 

a collection of buildings into a genuine community, is manifested and revealed in thousands of such moments: 

moments with students; moments with colleagues; moments of growth and discovery; moments of reflection 

and anticipation; moments of profound connection and spontaneous joy; moments when work felt like play, and 

school felt like home. I would like to thank those exceptional people – teachers, parents, students, and staff – 

who are brave enough to take up challenges, are willing to embrace something new, and are ready to break out 

of entrenched old habits and patterns. This unprecedented journey, involving each and every one of us, has been 

overwhelming in its complexity, and truly unmatched in its intensity. 

And as you read about these moments, you will realize that the business of establishing a new school does not 

need to be as tiresome, demanding, and daunting a task as it seems, but can be a collective, heart-warming and 

deeply fulfilling journey that results in a better understanding, appreciation and acceptance of ourselves, and each 

other. If anything this is an inspiration for us all, especially the realization that there is no such thing as perfection, 

only progress. And when you understand this, you will find that it is only this moment that counts. It is only this 

moment that matters. 

What can we do right now to make Now better? This is the question we shall ask ourselves, at all times. And once 

we have found our answer, everything else will take care of itself. I know it will.

Sabrina Liu｜刘媛

Director of Marketing and Communications



Message from the Head of School

Defining moments, let me see… 
there have been so many.  I cannot 

choose only one.  Here are just a few:

• Meeting new teachers, so many of 
them, getting to know them and 
realizing the excellence of the faculty 
and their commitment to our school.

• Being dismayed that we could 
not open on time, and then 
understanding that this was not the 
end of the world, just a delayed start 
to a new world.

• Appreciating that chemical pollution 
inside buildings can be more 
important than air pollution outside.

• Sleeping in my apartment on campus 
for the first time.

• Dedication Day on September 20, 
with my wife Judith receiving a 
special gift from founder trustee Yang 
Yanling, with the orchestra playing so 
beautifully after only twelve days of 
school, and the tears in the eyes of 
some parents as our students raised 
the Chinese flag.

• Hearing the Princeton Tigertones 
sing so harmoniously and then join 
in graciously with our own student 
choir.

• The quick development of the 
residential program, and the even 
quicker ways in which our boarders 
have blossomed and matured.

• Our first community dinner as a 
group of residential students and 
adults.
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One SEMESTER,
Four MONTHS,
Many MOMENTS.

• Welcoming the President of Pomona 
College to our campus and listening 
to him talk to parents about the 
importance of the Liberal Arts and 
what they bring to the rich academic 
recipe that we are putting together 
here at Keystone.

• The young children in the Primary 
School getting used to me and 
greeting me so warmly, and with 
such a variety of inventive names, 
as they enter the school gates each 
morning.

• Swimming with and against Chinese 
Olympians, and world record 
holders, in our own Keystone pool.

• Forming our Parent Teacher 
Association, and electing our 
first committee with such joy and 
enthusiasm.

• Being captivated by our first classical 
music concert, with cello maestro 
Feng Yao. 

Another defining moment, as the 
semester has come to a close, has 
been to write an end-of-term letter to 
the school community, inclusive of 
teachers, students, and parents. Here 
is the body of that letter, reproduced in 
this different context of our Keystone 
magazine. Below are some of the 
thoughts and things that have defined 
our first semester, for me. Allow me to 
quote:

During these past few months I have 
found that I am, at last, understanding 

what I have committed myself to, what 
we have all committed ourselves to.  
We have come to the end of our first 
semester as a brand new school. What 
a journey this has been. Although I have 
wanted to help start a school for many 
years, I never thought that it would 
happen in such a spectacular way, and 
in China. If a friend had said to me 
three years ago that I would be living in 
Beijing, helping to open a trail-blazing 
school there, I would have smiled 
politely and shaken my head:  ‘No way, 
you are crazy’.  But here I am, and I am 
delighted to be here with all of you as we 
step out on this new road together.  It is 
definitely one of the best moves of my 
working life.  

Like me, I am sure that almost all of you 
would have felt surprised, three years 
ago, if a friend had said that you would 
soon be participating as full members of 
this new Keystone community.  Surprise 
can be a blessing, like the rain that ends 
dryness and drought. I have found that 
some of the finest things in life are 
those that you never thought would 
happen to you but that turn out to be 
exactly right when they open the door 
of opportunity. Such surprise describes 
my Keystone experience perfectly. I am 
sure that it does for many of you.  Our 
school is a thrilling gift to all of us, the 
right school in the right place at the 
right time. Breathe deep, and savor what 
is happening here.  Let’s make sure that 
we enjoy this surprising school.
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But let’s also make sure that we get 
it right. We have had difficulties this 
term, perhaps most obviously with our 
buildings. We opened a week later than 
hoped for, and we are still finishing some 
of the spaces that we need to make our 
extended curriculum fully operational.  I 
am deeply appreciative of the patience 
with these delays that has been shown by 
everyone, staff, students, and parents.  
It will be very good when we are done 
with building.  

But we know that any school is so much 
more than its buildings.  As we construct 
our curriculum, in the classrooms and 
outside them, we are becoming aware of 
difficulty of a different type. There is no 
doubt that we have made great progress 
in the past few months. Student learning 
of a deep and lasting nature is happening 
in all our classrooms. But establishing 
the curriculum and the culture of 
learning takes time, especially when the 
project is as ambitious as ours.  It is not 
a simple matter to weave together the 
traditions and the threads that interest 
us. And trying to do this in two quite 
diverse languages makes the task all the 
more challenging. 

We have also made notable progress 
with certain aspects of our curriculum 
that occur outside the classroom. In 
community service, the weekend work 
done by our middle school students 
and teachers has been remarkable. I 
had thought that it would take longer 
to get this going, but we have jumped 

in with enthusiasm. The residential 
program has been hugely successful, 
and the development of character and 
confidence in our boarding students has 
been noticeable, as parents are quick to 
observe. The fact that we are enrolling 
seven new boarders next term is good 
evidence of this.  Learning of a different 
but equally important type takes place 
in these arenas, as it does in the arts, 
athletics, and other afternoon activities.

We are still measuring the unmapped 
when we consider the daily behavior that 
our shared values invite us to expect.  Our 
school is mission driven. Our mission 
statement is clear, and brave.  Look again 
at the qualities that we want from our 
students. But consider also that these 
values can pull in different directions: if 
a student does not show respect, I might 
want to offer that student compassion 
and not justice, in order to educate and 
improve behavior, rather than to punish 
the student in any extreme way. Wisdom 
might, therefore, sometimes conflict 
with honesty. And we must remember 
that some of our students are struggling 
to understand the freedoms that they 
are given here, liberties that require 
maturity and responsibility if they are 
to make individuals and our community 
stronger.       

Finally, we must not expect that all 
will be finished in a term, or a year.  
Maintaining an appropriate sense of 
pace and balance is crucial.  I have said 
to my colleagues many times that all 

the exciting ideas that we have shared 
cannot possibly be implemented in our 
first year.  We need to make sure that our 
priorities are in good order, and that we 
are attending to the basics and getting 
those right.

Malcolm McKenzie
Head of School
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A Rite Of Passage

19 September 2014: At a formal rite of passage ceremony, the founding batch of the 
oldest students went through an induction ceremony. As Malcolm McKenzie, Head 
of School, noted theirs would be “the first names in books that will have students 
writing in them for years to come.” Students came forward one at a time, signed 
their names in the Matriculation Book, and then faced the audience and introduced 
themselves. The formal welcome was complete when students walked through a 
human arch. Teachers stood in two parallel lines and stretched out their hands to 
form this arch of belonging, care and community.

Keystone is Beijing’s Second SSAT Test Center

October 2014: Keystone Academy is now an approved location to take the SSAT in 
China, making it one of only two test centers in the capital city. Students can take 
the SSAT in the sprawling and serene Shunyi campus. The SSAT is the secondary 
school admission test for students applying to independent schools across the 
United States. Students take the test to demonstrate their readiness for English 
college preparatory programs. Keystone requires the SSAT for applicants to grades 
8-10, but it serves as an open test site for all Chinese students who need to take 
the test.

In Tune With The  
Tigertones

28 and 30 October 2014: One of 
Princeton University’s most talented 
groups of musicians – The Tigertones 
– brought Keystone’s first music night 
to life with melody, and memorable 
foot-tapping numbers – old and new. 
This a cappella group – vocals without 
instruments – sang to a packed 
audience on 28 and 30 October. The 
highlight of the group’s visit was their 
interaction with Keystone students. 
In a workshop, The Tigertones helped 
grades 4 and 5 understand the art of a 
cappella with a Beatles classic, ‘All My 
Loving.’

school    roundup
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Martha Lyman To Set 
up Keystone’s College 
Counseling Program

Keystone Academy is in the planning 
stage of setting up a college counseling 
program to help and support our 
students get into the international 
colleges of their choosing. We have a 
most experienced expert in the field 
of college admission helping us with 
this – Martha Lyman. Ms. Lyman 
retired in June 2013 from a well-
known independent boarding school 
in Massachusetts, Deerfield Academy, 
as its Associate Head of School and 
Director of College Advising. Before 
that, she worked in the Admission 
Office of Harvard University. 

Hundreds Seek Keystone’s Unique Education Model

22 November 2014: Over 850 people attended the first semester’s Open House 
Day. Prospective parents and students got a taste of the rich and culturally-rooted 
education model that Keystone offers. Current parents and students also shared their 
views and experiences giving guests the insider’s look into academic and residential 
life at the school. Open House Day culminated in a campus tour led by our very own 
boarding students. 

Strings of Symphony

11 December 2014: It was the ideal end-of-term musical evening. Cellist prodigy, 
Feng Yao, enraptured the audience with his soulful performance from Bach to 
Chopin, including even a number from the 2009 Academy Award winning Japanese 
film, Departures. Feng Yao, Chinese-German, is a world-renowned cellist with 
principal positions in Germany’s Schleswig Holstein Symphony Orchestra and 
Malaysia Philharmonic Orchestra. Beginning his training at the age of 5, Feng Yao 
had already won multiple awards and accolades by the age of 17. 

Keystone PTA is in Office

9 December 2014: Keystone’s inaugural 
Parent Teacher Association was formed 
towards the end of the first school semester. 
Our first-ever co-presidents are Stacey 
Atterton, middle school PE teacher, and 
Chang Qing, primary school parent. Other 
members are primary school parents, Li 
Yuan and Wang Jianying, middle school 
parents, Cao Xiaojing and Qu Songbai and 
faculty members, Amanda Narkiewicz and 
Juli James.
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Mosaic

Residential Life
The Boarding Program is integral to Keystone Academy – mandatory for grades 9-12. It 
enables development of character and building of community through weekend activities, 
personal initiatives, community dinners and more.

Students Orientation Day
1 and 2 September: With the arrival of students Keystone campus 
came alive, transforming into a school.
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Dedication Day
20 September: Keystone community members – teachers, students, parents 
and staff – came together to mark the official opening of school.
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Mosaic

KAP activities

Service Learning
Service learning gives students the opportunity to give back to the community - local 
and global. Being student led,  students plan and decide the various community service 
initiatives they want to engage in, such as volunteering at non–profit organizations, 
charity pet stores, orphanages and other schools for marginalized communities.

As an extension of the academic program, Keystone Activities Program 
(KAP) provides a wide range of interscholastic and intramural sports, 
skills and recreational opportunities, such as swimming, Model United 
Nations, leadership skills, fitness training, Chinese handicrafts workshop, 
music and more.
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Experiential Learning
Learning takes place inside and outside our classrooms when testing gravity with an egg, or making a traditional 
Chinese knot at a skills workshop or getting to know art at the Guanfu Museum. Doing is learning, and it is 
fundamental to the Keystone ethos.

Camping
One of the biggest events for grade 4-9 students this term was camping. As part of 
experiential learning, students became one with nature, learned and honed survival skills, 
and bonded as the founding group of Keystone students.
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“It is an awesome thing to see an 
institution come to life in the combined 
efforts of the professionals who work 
here...”
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My colleague, Wang Zhao, 

and I unconsciously set 

ourselves up for a hugely exciting 

and deeply reflective journey when 

we decided we would write about 

the defining – the one and the only 

– moments of a new school for this 

issue’s cover story. In the pursuit 

of these defining moments, we 

asked all members of the Keystone 

community by email to write to us 

about their “the defining moment”. 

The overwhelming response from 

students, parents, teachers and staff 

made us rethink our parameters of 

what constituted or could constitute 

a defining moment. Almost 

everyone highlighted moments, 

days, instances that not only 

stuck with them, and defined their 

experience at Keystone, but also 

defined Keystone itself and what it 

stands for. It touched us, and took 

us on a rediscovery of Keystone 

Academy – the one and the only of 

its kind in Beijing – through the eyes 

of its community members who 

saw Respect, Compassion, Justice, 

Wisdom and Honesty – the very 

five Shared Values that defines the 

fundamental edifice of this school.

Respect: It’s The People
It is the people that make Keystone 

a place where everyone – big and 

small, young and old, child and 

adult – are equally respected. It 

starts every school morning at 

the gates said one parent, “In 

my personal experience and the 

experiences of my children before 

coming to Keystone, meeting the 

Head of School was a rare event. 

As I entered Keystone for the first 

time as a parent, I saw the Head of 

School and others standing at the 

campus gates to greet us. I thought 

this gesture was only part of the 

school’s welcoming ceremony on its 

opening day, and would fade away in 

a few days at the most. So you can 

imagine my amazement when my 

kid told me that they greet him every 

day. My child feels very motivated 

and proud, and doesn’t dare to 

be late to school, because the 

Head of School is waiting,” recalls 

Ning Jing. Another primary school 

parent, Enya Xu, felt the same as 

she wrote to us about the time her 

daughter was greeted by Dean of 

Faculty, David Beare, “Seeing how 

shy my daughter was, Mr. Beare 

immediately crouched down so his 

eyes could be at her level. It was 

both spontaneous and self-assured 

because I could see that Mr. Beare 

knew that children deserved to 

be treated like adults, even for 

something as mundane as saying 

“hello”.”  This defining moment 

made her realize that “respect, 

openness and equality are ingrained 

in Keystone’s nascent culture.”

The seeds of this culture founded 

on respect were sown on day one 

of school when Malcolm McKenzie 

requested students attending a 

day’s orientation to turn around 

and bow in respect to their parents 

seated behind them. This was an 

exhilaratingly defining moment for 

middle school parent, Vivian. That 

feeling of respect, love and care 

that warmed her heart on day one 

was reiterated on Matriculation 

Day. This time Vivian could not stop 

from crying when “at Malcolm’s 

spontaneous suggestion, the 

middle school teachers lined up 

in two columns, and formed a 

long archway with their hands for 

all parents and students to pass 

through.” Students who were given 

this special opportunity to pass 

under this symbolic arch were 

equally, if not more, excited and 

enamored. “Though the evening 

was cold, I felt warmth. Dean of 

Students, Wendy Bradley, gave each 

of us a rose towards the end of the 

ceremony. And that night, I could 

not sleep from the excitement. I 

was truly moved,” said An Zhaoning 

from grade 8. It is this spontaneity 

that symbolizes and signifies the 

warmth and respect of the small yet 

growing Keystone community.  

It is not only parents that recognize 

and realize the deepening roots of 

respect and warmth at Keystone, 

the students do too, “I was filled 
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with warmth when I heard our Head 

of School say, “We salute you,” 

because it is the first time that I have 

heard a Head of School saluting his 

students,” writes grade 8 student, 

Wang Zhaotian of the moment he 

was listening to Malcolm McKenzie’s 

speech at the school’s Dedication 

Ceremony. In giving respect and 

being respected, a virtuous circle 

and cycle of values is already in 

motion. This is a collective effort 

that David Beare explains best: “I 

feel profound respect and gratitude 

for the creativity, dedication, care, 

intelligence and goodwill of the whole 

of the school staff. It is an awesome 

thing to see an institution come to 

life in the combined efforts of the 

professionals who work here: ayis, 

teachers, library staff, tradesmen, 

curriculum coordinators, cooks, 

servers, accountants, assistants, the 

Head of School – all play a role in 

making Keystone what it is…”

Compassion: 
With A Smile 
This effort may not always come 

easily but it definitely comes with 

a smile – a result and a symbol 

of the kindness and benevolence 

generated in a respectful 

environment. “Whenever I see a 

residential student smile, it is a 

defining moment for me. I worry 

that they would not be happy being 

away from home. But it is pleasantly 

surprising to see the students getting 

involved in activities, and enjoying it 

with such ease and joy, and always 

with a smile.” For Derek Davies, 

Director of Activities, the students’ 

smiles are a compassionate thank 

you for his efforts. Cindy Wang, 

grade 1 learning assistant, also feels 

her students smiling compassion 

is what defines her experience at 

Keystone, especially when they sang 

on her birthday wholeheartedly, 

enthusiastically and with big smiles. 

Most often than not each person 

at Keystone makes an intentional 

effort to treat one and all with the 

compassion they need and want, 

“This was the first day of school, 

and I captured a special moment on 

my camera,” remembers Shi Mei, 

primary school Chinese homeroom 

teacher. “The Head of School was 

standing at the center of the main 

entrance watching as the gates 

opened, and teachers and students, 

shuttled in by school buses, 

streamed into school. I realized that 

Malcolm chose that spot so he could 

greet students and teachers with a 

smile. So to return the smile, I took 

my class to his office to say hello 

back with a smile.” In many ways, 

there are conscious and intentional 

efforts by various members of the 

Keystone community to spread this 

compassion even beyond our gates.

Justice: 
Compassion Beyond 
Our Campus
Sometimes a smile is not enough 

compassion in a world that “is 

not fair to everyone,” as grade 

8 student Liang Sidi describes. 

It is sometimes essential to 

extend an act of compassion by, 

writes Sidi, spreading our love 

and warmth to those who may 

not be bestowed with the same 

advantages and opportunities as 

others. Sidi, like many of his peers 

and schoolmates, feels he is able to 

commit to promoting a just world 

by small acts of compassion in local 

communities. For instance, Sidi and 

his classmates, supervised by their 

teacher, visited a school for special 

needs children, and learned to 

make clay objects from hearing and 

speaking impaired teachers. This 

“extraordinary experience” was an 

eye-opener to the whole class. 

It is experiences such as this that are 

defining not only for Sidi, but also for 

Keystone as a collective, explains Juli 

James, Director of Residential Life 

and Global Initiatives. “When our 

students hold a child from a local 

orphanage, show kindness toward 

an animal at the local shelter, or 

donate their time, week after week, 

engaged in meaningful service 

throughout the local community, 

our collective sense of justice is 

witnessed, and our individual sense 

of justice is enhanced.”
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It is in moments like these that 

we become aware of the kind of 

school and community we want 

to, and hope to, be as our journey 

continues. It is especially defining 

because of the realization of the 

self and the whole simultaneously. 

It is both enabling and humbling, 

and in the words of Aristotle, it is 

the knowledge of the self that is the 

beginning of wisdom.

Wisdom: 
A Thinking Reed
Every initiative, program or aspect 

of Keystone Academy feeds our 

learning, enriching us with wisdom 

each day. Grade 5 student, Xian 

Jitong’s remark on her defining 

moment when reading and reflecting 

on a famous quote on the wall of her 

Chinese classroom exemplifies this. 

The quote by Blaise Pascal says, ‘a 

man is but a reed, the most feeble 

thing in nature, but he is a thinking 

reed.’ Students, teachers, staff and 

parents are all on this journey to 

become a thinking reed – in the 

pursuit of wisdom – and there is a 

strong commitment to be so. We 

have, perhaps, always been on this 

pursuit. This is something that 

Keystone’s admission counselors 

often witness when speaking to 

prospective parents and students. 

“While interviewing two primary 

school students, I asked them to 

describe their understanding of 

the words ‘nice’ and ‘mean’ using 

pictures or words,” remembers 

admission counselor, Zadok 

Huang. These young candidates 

demonstrated their wisdom, to 

Zadok’s pleasant surprise. One 

student’s drawing illustrated the 

meaning of ‘nice’ by pictures of 

one person with two apples giving 

to another with none. The second 

student described ‘mean’ by 

describing it as “fighting with others 

using foul language or making mean 

faces.” It was a clear demonstration 

of wisdom, as their understanding 

will guide their actions in real life 

too. 

Even the realization of your 

academic potential takes you further 

in the pursuit of wisdom. Primary 

school English teacher and grade-

level leader Virva Palosaari lives 

for moments like these. She says it 

never ceases to be defining for her 

as a teacher for the last 17 years 

when a student picks up a new 

English word, or is able to finish 

sentences, or simply just progresses 

well in class. Virva says, “My feelings 

at that moment are that of pride in 

being the teacher responsible for 

this moment in this child’s little life. 

It overshadows all other aspects of 

teaching.” Moments like these bring 

grade 1 teacher Thom Ferlisi to tears 

because of his students hard work 

and determination. 

The most defining aspect is that 

the pursuit of wisdom at Keystone 

traverses cultural boundaries – 

between faculty and students, both 

expat and Chinese, between expat 

and Chinese faculty, and between 

parents and faculty and staff. 

There is a constant and continuous 

process of cultural learning that is 

perhaps a path to a deeper wisdom. 

Middle School Chinese Language 

and Literature teacher, Li Haiyan, 

feels she bore witness to the birth 

of defining cultural process at 

the Matriculation Ceremony, “A 

sense of solemnity and sacredness 

enveloped us as the Head of School 

welcomed and congratulated each 

student with a firm handshake. It 

was in this place and moment that 

China’s ancient civilizations and 

Western educational philosophies 

broke free of their geographical, 

temporal, and cultural boundaries, 

and fused with exploratory spirits 

into a new world school that would 

carry its passengers into a new age 

of education and greater dreams.”

Honesty: 
Trust is Our 
Defining Block
But great dreams and greater 

ambitions are difficult, and their 

pursuit is not easy exactly because 

they are great. It has to be developed 

with care, attention to details, 

and one step at a time because 

as Confucius once said, a man 

who moves a mountain begins 

by carrying away small stones. A 

collective understanding of this 

truth solidifies the trust of the 

school community, without which 

Keystone as a community would 

cease to exist. Jerry Wang, parent 

of a grade 4 student, highlighted 

exactly this quality as central to his 

experience. He wrote to us about an 

interaction a group of parents had 

with Mary Jew, Head of Primary and 

Middle Schools. The discussion was 

on the children’s progress in English 

language learning. The father writes, 

“Mary was very sincere in explaining 

to us that learning English is a slow 

process that demands patience 

from parents, and that the school 

has a full set of plans in place on this 

very subject. She then took great 

lengths to show us the educational 

materials…Mary’s candidness, 

friendliness and openness left a 

wonderful impression on all of us 

and cemented the trust between the 

school and parents.”
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The school and its teachers are 

also constantly cementing their 

trust collectively and individually 

with their students as Gan Yuchuan 

from grade 6 says. Gan remembers 

one faculty member saying, “Our 

goal is to help you learn, help you 

grow into a happy individual. We 

are your friends and partners.” This 

statement will stick with this student  

“because teachers at Keystone 

keep their promise,” adds Gan 

Yuchuan through many learning 

opportunities inside and outside the 

classroom. 

When the Five Combined
Consciously and unconsciously the 

five shared values of the school have 

seeped deep into the soul of each 

individual in the school and the 

community for you have reflexively 

recalled instances that exemplified 

them as your ‘the one and the 

only’ moments that have defined 

you and your experience. In this 

journey of rediscovering Keystone, 

the realization is that the shared 

values form the fist of individual and 

inner strength when five fingers are 

brought together; it is the palm of 

support, care and cooperation when 

you extend your hand to someone 

on campus or out in the local 

community; and more crucially, we 

are able to hold each other’s steady 

hands to form a circle of collective 

might. Each value is not mutually 

exclusive; they are intertwined. It 

is this linked nature that lies at the 

core of the strength of the school’s 

normative framework. It is reflected 

in each of us, in our behavior, in 

our actions, and in our interactions. 

In being respectful, we also are 

compassionate, and are thus just. 

In our continuous and consistent 

efforts to enable a just society 

and world, we grow in wisdom 

perpetually refining our knowing. 

And in so knowing, we remain 

honest to ourselves and to others. 

We are the agents of these values by 

choice, and are now defined by it – 

it is a language we understand and 

uphold.

In this journey of rediscovery, it is 

the members of a budding Keystone 

“We are the agents of these values by 
choice, and are now defined by it – it is 
a language we understand and uphold.”

community that have led the way, 

and helped this revelation of what 

is truly distinctive of not only each 

of us, but also as a collective. It is 

this journey that has been genuinely 

special for me, in knowing and 

understanding that the one and 

the only aspect are the people that 

surround me, how the differences 

that make them unique are 

overshadowed by the shared values 

that unite them by each person’s 

choosing in such a short period of 

time. To borrow from Lord Tennyson 

in Ulysses, “one equal temper of 

heroic hearts…” characterizes this 

oneness in thought and spirit as we 

proceed on this journey of learning.

仁 COMPASSION

义 JUSTICE

礼 RESPECT

智 WISDOM

信 HONESTY
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Special Report

ABEGINNING
dedication ceremony
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LIKE NO OTHER
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Special Report

Clear blue skies are a luxury in Beijing, 

definitely a unique day in the capital city, and 

perhaps, “a blessing” as one parent noted – an 

auspicious blessing to mark the one and the only 

beginning of Keystone Academy’s journey. The 

school was adorned in white and blue roses and 

balloons to welcome parents, students, trustees, 

and staff to the milestone dedication ceremony. 

It was a celebration on an impressive scale – 

every person walking towards the main entrance 

of the campus strode in with the pride of being 

part of the Keystone community, and humbly 

aware of achievements met and ambitions 

ahead. Keystone community members also 

etched their blessings onto a long scroll for this 

ambitious future.  

“Our school is very unusual,” said Head of 

School, Malcolm McKenzie, addressing the 

gathering, and reiterated Keystone’s mission. 

It is unusual because of the School’s three 

keystones, bilingual immersion, residential 

program and promotion of Chinese culture and 

identity, which are in response to the “needs of 

our time,” added Mr. McKenzie. He hoped that 

Keystone Academy and its community would be 

inspired by great Chinese educators of the last 

century, such as Dr. Chang Poling who founded 

the Nankai Schools in Tianjin, back then 

responding “directly to the needs of Chinese 

society at that time.”   

Listening and Speaking From and 
For the World
Keystone Academy is not just a response to 

the needs of China, but also the world. This is 

a new world school because, “…our world is 

changing rapidly every day, and we want our 

students to be always at the ready for this new 

world. But we are also a world school in China 

that is brand new. And that newness is inspiring, 

exciting, and a little scary,” said Mr. McKenzie. 

However, students from grade 1 were anything 

but scared as they stood before all present and 

animatedly sang the Di Zi Gui with pride and 

confidence. Listening to the little ones recite 

this Chinese tradition of ‘the standards of being 
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a good student and child’ made some parents 

teary eyed. 

Dr. Edward Shanahan, President of the School, 

added one more standard to what it means 

to be and become a good student and child – 

listening and speaking. Be “open and aware,” 

advised Dr. Shanahan, “you will be surprised 

what you hear and what you see. And you will be 

the richer for it. Secondly, remember that every 

voice matters, no matter how small, matters 

more than you might think. So lend your voice 

to the voices of others as you shape your life, 

and this school, over the coming years.” 

In the Coming Years
Using her architecture background, board 

chairperson, Mrs. Yang Yanling said, “If there 

is no Keystone, the building will collapse. We 

decided to use this name for the school as a 

symbol of our hopes for our children; that they 

become the ‘keystone’ of their own buildings, 

and the pillars of societies in which they live.” 

The dedication ceremony was also a recognition 

of the journey ahead for parents, teachers 

and students as they work, ensure and enable 

the realization of this hope and aspiration 

together. Karl Furstenberg, a member of the 

Keystone Board of Advisors and former Dean 

of Admissions at Dartmouth College, New 

Hampshire, is certain that Keystone’s journey 

ahead will be successful, “I have been part of 

the Keystone initiative from the beginning, four 

years ago, when it was a hole in the ground. Now 

I am impressed. It makes me feel warm inside to 

see how much the parents and staff care about 

Keystone. The school exudes an atmosphere and 

energy that will keep it going even in the future.” 

And as the Keystone community continues this 

exciting journey ahead, the way forward, as 

Mr. McKenzie said should “…be inspired and 

excited, and not scared. Let us set out together, 

with courage and humility, on the adventure of 

a lifetime. And let us remember this day with 

pride, a proper sense of history, and above all 

gratitude.”
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The IPC – Learning Today For Tomorrow

TEACHING

LEARNINGGREAT

GREAT



FUN

We use the International Primary Curriculum (IPC) from 
foundation year to grade 5. It is one of the best curriculums 

I have worked with in my career as a teacher and administrator. 
I will use this column to tell you more about the IPC, how your 

children benefit from it, how it is used, how it is, perhaps, the 
one and the only curriculum to ensure learning is fun.
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By Gary Bradshaw
Assistant Head Of Primary School 
& IPC Coordinator

FUNGREAT
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What is it that drags you to the golf course 

on a weekend, or to the bowling alley on 

a Thursday evening? Why is it we are happy 

to spend hours reading a book by our favorite 

author, but dislike spending ten minutes doing 

the dirty dishes? I am not sure about you, but for 

me it is always much easier if what I am doing 

is enjoyable, exciting and fun. There, I have said 

it. ‘Fun’. That three-letter word which always 

seems to find a place in the playground or on 

holiday, but at times still gets frowned upon 

when used within the context of the classroom 

or with learning. 

Doing things we find fun, things that we enjoy, 

has the ability to leave us in a positive frame of 

mind. We feel great about what we are doing. We 

wish it could go on for longer. We forget the time 

or we may want to do it all over again. Isn’t this 

how it should be with learning also? Shouldn’t 

schools and learning be constructed in such a 

way that fun is one of the key motivators? In fact 

shouldn’t this be an objective? Well, it is with the 

International Primary Curriculum (IPC). ‘Great 

Learning, Great Teaching, Great Fun’. This is the 

tag line of the IPC, and it sums up what the IPC 

is all about. We know great learning and great 

teaching are essential, but what about fun? Just 

how important is fun in the classroom? 

Defining Fun
Take yourself back to your school days for a 

moment. What is it you remember most? You 

may well remember the hours of writing out 

your times tables, or even the look on a teacher’s 

face as you explained what had happened to 

your homework, but what kind of emotion and 

feeling do these memories conjure for you? Do 

you look back fondly or are they the kinds of 

memories you wish to forget? What about those 

memories that leave you warm and fuzzy on the 

inside, those that bring a smile to your face or 

still inspire you today? Perhaps it was a teacher 

who made classes so exciting and engaging you 

couldn’t wait to get to them. Or it may have 

been that science experiment when you saw 

the inside of a frog for the first time, or maybe 

it was the games of football on the playground 

with classmates. What role did fun play in those 

memories and experiences?

It may be difficult to define precisely what 

‘fun’ is, and meaning may be determined by 

the context, but the Oxford English Dictionary 

defines fun as: ‘Enjoyment, amusement or light 

hearted pleasure”. I don’t think this description 

conveys the seriousness of fun, and the role it 

plays in brain functions. Fun and its relationship 

with learning has been the focus of a number 

of educational and neurological studies. These 

studies are part of a much larger inquiry into 

how the brain functions, how we learn, and 

the kind of environment needed for optimal 

learning. Judy Willis in her book Research-

Based Strategies to Ignite Student Learning: 

Insights from a Neurologist and Classroom 

Teacher (ASCD, 2006), talks about the need 

for enthusiasm, excitement and joy as being a 

‘requirement’ for effective learning.

“The truth is that when the joy and comfort 

are scrubbed from the classroom and 

replaced with homogeneity, and when 

spontaneity is replaced with conformity, 

students’ brains are distanced from 

effective information processing and long-

term memory storage. The highest-level 

executive thinking, making of connections, 

and “aha” moments are more likely to occur 

in an atmosphere of “exuberant discovery,” 

where students of all ages retain that 

kindergarten enthusiasm of embracing each 

day with the joy of learning. The intended 

benefits of any training program are lost, if 

it is done in a serious environment.” 

The IPC – Learning Today For Tomorrow

“We feel great about what we are 
doing. We wish it could go on for 
longer. We forget the time or we may 
want to do it all over again.”

Grade 5 students enjoy 
learning through art. 



25www.keystoneacademy.cn

Within the classroom context this doesn’t mean 

that children are running wild in chaotic abandon, 

rather this means that students are engaged, 

there is a buzz of excitement, eagerness and 

enthusiasm. The emphasis is on doing, with 

students taking the responsibility for discovery. 

The ‘chalk and talk’ is minimized, and objectives 

are outlined with guidance and direction the 

order of the day. In this kind of learning students 

test and challenge themselves, make learning 

practical, real, engaging and of course fun! If the 

students are enjoying the subject they will want 

to learn. Fun in this sense is not entertainment 

or silliness. It is enjoyment of the learning 

process. Moreover, having fun has been shown 

to improve student performance by reducing 

anxiety, boosting participation and increasing 

motivation. Studies have also indicated that 

optimal learning happens when we are in a 

relaxed but alert state of mind, as stress and 

pressure are both counterproductive.  

Fun With The IPC
So how does the IPC make learning fun? Firstly 

there are stimulating themes. The IPC has over 

130 different thematic units from which to select 

across the primary grades. These are themes 

that students find interesting and engaging, 

such as Chocolate, Mission to Mars, Inventions, 

Digital Gaming, Fashion, Flowers and Insects. 

The themes enable young children to remain 

motivated through their learning. They are 

themes that children can connect to and engage 

with. Through these themes they find links 

and bonds with subject areas such as Science, 

Geography or History. Within each theme the 

IPC suggests many ideas for collaborative 

learning, for active learning, for learning outside 

the classroom, for role-play and for children to 

learn from each other. 

Secondly there are the learning experiences 

themselves. Within each theme there is a 

plethora of age and developmentally appropriate 

learning experiences that engage and challenge 

the students, making them active participants 

in their learning. Learning experiences such 

as ‘designing a wrapper for a chocolate bar’ 

(Chocolate Unit); ‘painting to music’ (Paintings 

Pictures and Photographs); ‘surveying the 

contents of the home refrigerator’ (Shaping 

Up); and ‘doing a fossil dig’ (Footprints from 

the Past), engage students, pique their interests 

and allow them to put learning into real and 

exciting contexts.

Thirdly there is the ability to adapt the curriculum. 

The IPC is fully flexible and adaptable. Teachers 

have the capacity to change, create, extend 

and alter the learning experiences to meet the 

needs and interests of the students in the class. 

Students are much more likely to be engaged 

with their learning if it is directed towards them 

specifically and individually. 

Within a school context it should always be 

about the learning. Finding the best ways to get 

that learning across is the role of great teachers 

and great teaching. This can only come about 

when curriculum, pedagogy and teachers use 

the tools and knowledge on hand. What we know 

today may well be different tomorrow. Keeping 

up to date on how best to support students 

with their knowledge, skills and understanding 

is essential. Our recognition of how the brain 

learns and the optimal conditions for learning 

needs to be the guiding force behind what 

actually happens in the classroom. We know 

kids want to have fun. We see the pleasure and 

excitement on their faces when they learn within 

a fun setting. Learning that is fun and brain 

friendly cannot be overlooked. 

Perhaps this quote by Oswald Shallow sums up 

just why having fun is important to each of us:

Choose to have fun. Fun creates 

enjoyment. Enjoyment invites participation. 

Participation focuses attention. Attention 

expands awareness. Awareness promotes 

insight. Insight generates knowledge. 

Knowledge facilitates action. Action yields 

results.

“The IPC is fully flexible and adaptable. 
Teachers have the capacity to change, create, 
extend and alter the learning experiences to 
meet the needs and interests of the students.”

The fun of learning extends beyond 
the classroom. 
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In Conversation With

“Can you tell me how a Chinese painting is made, why is it drawn in that style?” This is a 
question that stayed with Dr. Jin Li since her university days. She still remembers how 

ashamed she was to have no answer to this question from her German teacher. She also remembers 
how embarrassed her German teacher was to be teaching the German language and culture to 
Chinese students in China who knew little or nothing about their own culture. That question from 
her teen years pushed her, beyond the borders of China, to find answers to broader epistemological 
questions about learning and cultural approaches to learning. Today she is a renowned scholar, well 
established in the field of education and human development. 

WORLDS
In Conversation with 
Dr. Li Jin, Professor Of Education and Human 
Development, Brown University, USA

THE

BOTH
BESTOF
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Keystone Academy was fortunate to welcome Dr. 

Li Jin to the very first semester of school. She 

shared her time, insights and experience with the 

Keystone staff on what it means to be a bilingual 

school with a unique and compelling curriculum, 

how to teach in a bilingual environment, and what 

it means for students to learn to be bicultural 

and biliterate. In conversation with Dr. Li, we 

discovered that learning traditions fall along 

a spectrum. There are similarities, differences 

and challenges. All of these aspects must be 

taken into consideration, especially in a bilingual 

environment such as at Keystone. This article 

explains her research findings and draws on 

her inferences and conversational insights to 

demonstrate how and why Keystone is on the 

path to a successful education model.  

The Learning Spectrum
Dr. Li’s research is a wake-up call to the 

unavoidable significance of understanding 

culturally oriented learning beliefs. Her extensively 

comparative and impressive research over several 

years of European-American and Chinese children 

gives a peek into the minds of children and how 

they learn. The western learning approach looks 

for objective truths through inquiry and scientific 

discovery because the human mind is supreme 

and enjoys such intrinsic inquiry that will be 

put to ethical use. The eastern way approaches 

learning as a lifelong process to learn about 

the self and continually improve the self; this 

approach to learning enables and legitimizes 

powerless individuals and encourages a love for 

learning. “Of course there are similarities,” says 

Dr. Li, adding, “It is not true that western students 

do not work hard to study, they do. It is also not 

true that all that East Asian students do is study 

hard; they are very bright, they can think, they 

have intellectual breakthroughs, artistic works, 

etc. no doubt… everyone wants a good education; 

that is universal – not just in Asia or the West, 

but everywhere. It is a common parental, child 

and societal desire.” But this simple, universal 

and common desire is culturally rooted and 

embedded in the language we use to describe 

learning. The words used to describe learning 

reflect the cultural approach a child takes or is 

socialized to take towards learning. According to 

Dr. Li, “If language carries any weight in shaping 

people’s thinking and daily lives, then it is not just 

the language itself; the language is live, it is a tool 

used to express themselves. So it must reflect the 

people’s ideas and thoughts.”

The cultural transmission of language takes place 

in parent-child conversations; thus it starts at an 

early age, much before the child begins any form 

of schooling. As noted in Dr. Li’s book Cultural 

Foundations of Learning: East and West, “…home 

as anthropologists have long discovered…serves 

as the most fertile ground for the transmission, 

maintenance, and renewal of culture, any 

culture.” Her research has captured this cultural 

transmission, consistent socialization, and 

analyzed the cultural divide – east and west – 

along the learning spectrum. For instance, Dr. 

Li noted that, “Taiwanese mothers don’t use the 

word “smart” at all” while talking to their children, 

while European American mothers are more 

encouraging with generous doses of the word 

“smart” in their conversations with children. She 

tried to find at least one conversation between an 

Asian mother and child that was remotely similar 

to the European-American approach. “So after 

going through 250 mother-child conversations, 

we found one example. A Taiwanese mother is 

praising her child for being good at something and 

the child keeps denying modestly. This was the 

only conversation that came close to the western 

Language is live, it is 
a tool used to express 
themselves. So  it must 
reflect the people’s ideas 
and thoughts.
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style but for some reason the child kept denying 

her ability and didn’t want to accept her mother’s 

praise. But even this conversation ended with the 

mother saying that the child should study harder 

and pay more attention in class.”

Teachers Pay Attention
Whether a child has been socialized to think, learn 

and believe they are smart no matter how good 

or bad their performance is, is of less importance 

to societal transformations  or even a useful 

assessment of any student; it may, however, be 

crucial to modeling and evolving teaching styles 

to varying cultures without judgment, without 

stereotyping, and with an open mind. 

More than similarities and differences, the 

challenges of different learning approaches are of 

significance for every teacher today. For instance, 

it is common to give open-ended assignments in 

the western style of teaching. Dr. Li feels that if 

a class of Chinese students were told to form a 

group of 2-3 students to research and present a 

report on a current developing global issue, they 

would be lost. “Asian children are very methodical 

when they approach learning. Anything that 

deviates may throw them off. They don’t know 

what to do.” Secondly, she highlights 

the difficulty of challenging authority 

in the true Socratic spirit within an 

Asian culture. But these challenges are 

what teachers must be most careful of, 

says Dr. Li, “Teachers must be careful 

not to rate or rank cultures as better 

than or worse than. Teachers can help 

students become aware of cultural differences in 

the right way without casting judgments. This kind 

of teaching is the most demanding.” She narrates 

the story of good teaching practice as cited in the 

book Other People’s Children: Cultural Conflict in 

the Classroom by Lisa Delpit. The author uses the 

teaching method of a Native American teacher in 

Alaska who is telling her students how different 

cultures eat dinner. Once she introduces the 

students to the European style of setting a table 

and dinner etiquette, she asks her students if they 

know another way of eating. After the children tell 

her about their way of eating, the teacher asks 

them how they felt about the different dinner 

styles. The children felt that their own style was 

better, and more natural. The teacher pointed out 

that they need both. It is necessary that children 

feel proud of their own ways and culture, but 

they must also be open to understanding other 

cultures. Another approach may be foreign to you 

Teachers must be 
careful not to rate 
or rank cultures 
as better than or 

worse than.

Dr. Li Jin, Associate Professor, 
Brown University, USA.
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but it is important to know, the Native American 

teacher was quoted as saying in the book.

Metacognition: Conscious 
Learning, Conscious Teaching
Cultures of learning or learning approaches are, 

more often than not, imbibed unconsciously 

through interaction at home, neighborhood, 

society, school and other environments. However, 

recognizing cultural variations needs conscious 

understanding. Dr. Li suggests, “You may need 

metacognitive teaching. It is important for 

children to discuss the cultural differences 

– to make children consciously aware of 

the different way of speaking about the 

same issue. From research we know 

that learning cultures is stored in the 

brain in parallel – there is no overlap. 

Different cultural situations activate the 

respective cultural approaches as stored 

in our brains.” This is not about changing 

cultural behavior, but about realizing and 

respecting differences, and applying culturally 

appropriate responses when required. 

For a bilingual school, such as Keystone Academy, 

the significance of metacognitive learning and 

teaching is integral to our mission. The school’s 

blended curriculum drawing from Chinese, 

American and international pedagogies demands 

a carefully integrated approach. 

“Keystone must encourage students to be aware 

of the different cultural approaches of thinking 

and speaking. And that will make them better 

learners,” Dr. Li advises, 

adding, “For Keystone to 

be true to its mission, it is 

important to set the right tone. 

It is important to treat east and 

west ways as equal yet different 

to protect children’s self-esteem. 

Each model can learn from the 

other. Each model has its strengths 

and weaknesses, but weaknesses 

depend on each person’s point of view. 

In order to merge it is not just about the 

right way of teaching but children actually 

learning cultural variations – and this is the 

ultimate judge of whether or not a school 

like Keystone is successful – and integrating 

the two cultures. One cannot judge how well the 

teachers are doing until you can judge how well 

the students understand and learn and achieve 

the Keystone mission. Intention is not the same 

as impact. 

In order for children to achieve this, they have 

to feel pride for their own cultures despite the 

social problems they witness. Setting the right 

tone is extremely important. It is important 

to make children aware of cultural variations. 

I met a Chinese principal 

from Shenzhen who was 

at Brown University 

for a training session 

who had introduced 

calligraphy for students 

a few times a week in his 

school. Students would 

practice calligraphy by writing 

ancient Chinese texts. I suggested 

that he add another dimension 

to his idea. I suggested that 

he ask students to present 

real life examples as per 

the values they wrote 

about from the ancient 

Chinese texts. In 

this way students 

would experience 

C h i n e s e 

traditional values 

in their daily lives 

– this is very 

good learning. 

For example, 

students see their 

Metacognitive teaching 
will help students 

internalize ideals, and 
achieve and maintain 

a delicate cultural 
balance.

parents being respectful to their parents and this 

helps them understand filial piety. It is not easy to 

teach cultural variations, but it is not impossible. 

Integration doesn’t mean merge. Integration 

offers clarity of the different approaches and the 

ability to recall the right cultural approach in the 

right situations.” 

Metacognitive teaching will help students 

internalize ideals, and achieve and maintain a 

delicate cultural balance. And in today’s world, 

eastern and western learning cultures meet 

through ever moving populations. Cultural 

integration is inevitable. In Dr. Li’s words, “It 

is quite possible to obtain knowledge and to 

retain one’s soul…One can grow both with what 

has been enculturated and assimilated in one’s 

own culture and what has been acculturated in 

another.” And Keystone’s mission is in tune 

with this dynamic and ever changing world. 

The Academy’s unique Chinese Thread lays the 

foundation to potential cultural integration. 

Keystone’s students will graduate as academically 

outstanding, culturally sensitive and 

integrated global citizens with the 

best of both worlds.
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Talking Heads



Biculturally

Learning
Teaching 
BilinguallyAND

Talking Heads is a discussion forum that features a debate on an education-
related topic, perhaps of particular relevance to Keystone Academy. Our own 

community members will participate, and consider the issue at hand based on their 
experiences. Debaters in this issue are middle school teachers, Pei Lu and Li Haiyan 
and primary school teacher, Thom Ferlisi. They discuss the nuances of learning and 
teaching in a culturally rich environment, such as at Keystone. Our teachers feel 
that the cultural diversity of the Chinese and international approaches is beneficial 
in many ways for students and teachers – it is the best of both worlds.
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Talking Heads

S t u d e n t s  I n  A  B i c u l t u r a l  E n v i r o n m e n t

Learning in a bilingual environment also means learning in a 
bicultural environment. What are your observations?

Pei Lu: I feel the western approach encourages students to apply what they have learnt in school outside 

the classroom, while the eastern approach focuses more on the textbook. It would mean completely 

different things to students when they are told to prepare for a certain topic as opposed to preparing 

for a lesson. For instance, when students prepare for a topic such as Humans and Society, they wonder 

about questions like: Why should we learn about society when we are so young? What is society? Which 

aspects of society should we learn about? What are we supposed to read? Which books should we read? 

Is Les Misérables an example of a society? Can I send a video clip about society? In short, they start on a 

blank slate. But once they get used to the process, they will know that Les Misérables certainly relates to 

the topic of Humans and Society; as are news briefs and short video clips so long as they are related to a 

social phenomenon. Soon, students realize that literary works exist everywhere in life.

Let us talk of one example, interest 
vs. learning, such as when a student 
does not like math. What would you 
do? How would you encourage them 
to learn?

Pei Lu: Some children are strong in certain areas and 

weak in others, but this should not become an excuse 

for not trying. I wholeheartedly encourage a student’s 

interest but also make it clear that doing well in other 

subjects may also benefit the student’s interest. For 

instance, I had a student who was a talented artist 

but had absolutely no interest in any other subjects, 

especially in my Chinese language class. She said that 

she did not need Chinese language as an artist. She 

would just draw in my class. But after I explained how 

cartoonists needed language to communicate with 

readers, she started paying attention in my class, and 

even scored a B in Chinese for that school year. She 

consistently scored Ds before.

Thom Ferlisi: I would love to say that all of my lessons are 

interesting and every student loves them; but that is just 

not the case. When a student tells me that they do not 

like the topic or subject, I ask probing questions to find 

out why. Is the subject too hard? Too easy? The answer 

is typically found in one of those questions. Then it is up 

to me to change the tasks and make them a better fit. 

If it is a “just right” fit, but they still find it boring, I help 

them find what they do like in the subject. For instance, 

if they don’t like Math, but they like dinosaurs, I would 

make some of the Math problems dinosaur related, and 

hopefully that resolves the issue.

Li Haiyan: I think helping students to find and 

broaden their interests as Pei Lu has done is an 

excellent strategy. For a student, having an interest 

or discovering where his or her interest truly lies 

is critical to embarking on an enjoyable learning 

experience. But sometimes it is hard to find or 

develop an interest for certain subjects. So we can 

help students understand that learning is part 

interest, and part responsibility – a responsibility that 

cannot be avoided. It is also an opportunity to help 

students learn to face difficulties and challenges. We 

all have had to face obstacles at some point in our 

lives that have helped us recognize the difference 

between “what you want to do” and “what you ought 

to do.” This is an invaluable life lesson for students.

Li Haiyan: There are significant variations in the Chinese and Western learning cultures that may be 

especially noticeable for middle school students. For instance, for a particular lesson taught in the 

traditional style students would expect the teacher to provide standard answers that can be used for 

tests or assignments to be able to score the maximum. This does not fit into the western teaching 

approach. Teachers need to help students, accustomed to the traditional Chinese style, ease into 

the international approach by explaining its philosophies and learning objectives. This will also help 

students shift their focus from their scores to the learning process itself and the learning outcomes. 

To thrive in an international educational system, students also need to learn how to manage their time 

and prioritize tasks. It will take some time for the students to adjust to this new system, because it’s 

not simply a change in assessment criteria, but also a quantum leap in their learning mindset.

Thom Ferlisi: I have observed these teaching approaches on students. Just as Pei Lu says, where the 

approach requires more discussion and interactivity, students have to work harder as they have to get 

accustomed to learning in an environment that enables the free flow of ideas, while when they are 

working in a more traditional setting of paper/pencil, they can be more obviously productive. One way 

I help students transition from one class to another is to make my schedule predictable. Sometimes 

my students come from their Chinese class to my English class. So the students are welcomed at the 

door, sit on the carpet, count the days of school, etc. There are no surprises in the schedule. This helps 

transition from one class to another. And as Li Haiyan observes, things are different in middle and 

high schools. It is so in the U.S. too. But here in Keystone’s primary school, though I emphasize to 

my students that they should come to me for help, I also offer help when I can see that they need it.

Science teacher Amanda Narkiewicz 
with grade 4 students in the lab.
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Te a c h i n g  I n  A  B i l i n g u a l  S e t t i n g

What does it mean to teach in a bilingual immersion 
setting?

Pei Lu: When I first started teaching at an international school, I was unaccustomed 

to my students’ learning approach. I wondered, “isn’t this just the vertical angles 

theorem? Why do you need to see the proof if you can just memorize the result?” 

But then, I had a change of heart. There is a lesson on friendship that I used to 

teach in my class using a story about a wooden antelope a father brought from 

Africa. The story highlights the value of the gift. But my students focused on the 

value of friendship because to them this gift was brought back all the way from 

Africa – a valuable gift with great significance. It occurred to me that education 

should allow students to lead a better life and knowledge cannot be separated 

from reality. From then on, I noticed that Western teachers phrased ideas into 

questions instead of stating facts in their classes. This allowed their students to 

reflect. This is also why my students did not accept my ideas at face value. So I 

started recording my lessons for a while and replaying them to myself. If I spoke 

too much, then the lesson wasn’t effective; but if the students spoke more then I 

would secretly give myself a pat on the back.

Thom Ferlisi: At the grade 1 level in Keystone in which I teach, the Chinese and 

English teachers plan a curriculum unit together. We discuss how we want to go 

about a unit because we want the substance to be similar irrespective of whether 

the students are in a Chinese or an English class. For instance, in the IPC unit ‘The 

Stories People Tell,’ we decided to teach students about fairy tales in English and 

folk tales and legends in Chinese. So children are able to cognitively grasp an idea 

or concept across the board yet in different cultural settings. Of course, once we 

decide on the substance, the Chinese and English teachers have different ways 

of teaching and these are planned or discussed in smaller groups. One aspect 

that we are all working on revolves around language. As we are teaching different 

subjects in different languages, we find ourselves sometimes stalling when talking 

about a student’s progress to find the right words in English or in Chinese. But this 

is something that is bound to get better with time.

Li Haiyan: Pei Lu’s mention of the vertical angles theorem reminds me of an 

instance. A traditional approach would have me write down the theorem and 

explain to the class in not more than one session. But here at Keystone, one of 

my expat colleagues divided the class into groups, and gave each group a similar 

set of tools. Each group was asked to come up with a design that demonstrated the vertical angles theorem. 

The only rule was that all members of a group had to approve the design before they could build it. All groups 

completed the task, but no two designs were alike. Then over the next 4-5 classes, each group explained their 

design to the rest of the class. Students not only understood the vertical angles theorem, this math lesson 

also honed their skills in teamwork, research, designing and building. They also learned to think critically and 

reflectively. Through this lesson, I have seen how procedural education, experiential education, and creative 

education can all be applied in a classroom.

S t u d e n t s  I n  A  B i c u l t u r a l  E n v i r o n m e n t

Primary school students during assembly.
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Talking Heads

Te a c h i n g  I n  A  B i l i n g u a l  S e t t i n g

How has working in a bicultural environment 
impacted on your teaching approach?

Pei Lu: I am in favor of the International Baccalaureate (IB) educational 

approach, so when I first started teaching I couldn’t appreciate some of the 

more traditional pedagogical approaches. But after some serious thinking, 

I realized that different approaches bring different positive impacts to my 

teaching. For instance, while teaching the Chinese language, I became 

highly appreciative of the efforts of those teachers from public schools who 

have laid such a solid foundation for my students. I was amazed at how 

knowledgeable my students are, and this achievement is due in no small part 

to their previous teachers.

At the same time, I believe that some traditional teaching methods also 

have room for improvement. For instance, their views on some issues 

and analyses of some figures should be more multifaceted and dialectical 

rather than in absolutes. Our children in public schools are seldom exposed 

to discussion-based education, which unfortunately has made them 

accustomed to accepting ideas from others rather than formulating their 

own through independent thinking. This is an area that I think needs change.

Thom Ferlisi: I would say that Dr. Jin Li’s understanding of culturally 

different teaching approaches was very theoretical. Her study is for 

academic purposes, and does not capture the nuances of the pragmatic 

aspects of teaching in a bicultural environment. It has been beneficial 

for me to hear the Chinese teachers talk about the way they are teaching.

For instance, teaching to read in Chinese and in English is not the same. 

My partner-Chinese teacher is able to inform parents on a daily basis 

about the characters their children learnt. But I am unable to do that – 

reading in English cannot be assessed at one word a day. And I have not 

done that in my previous schools. But my partner teacher was able to 

make me understand that parents in China feel it is important to know 

what their children learned in a day. So I invited a group of parents to my 

class and explained my teaching approach and how reading in English is 

evaluated on progressive levels. They were very understanding. And we 

agreed that I would inform a parent when their child moved up a level. 

Flexibility is key here.

Li Haiyan: IB is not a textbook curriculum. It advocates instead for 

teachers to design the course to their personal strengths and styles. 

This was challenging for me, when I first started working with the IB. 

I was used to working from systematic textbooks, teaching references, 

and exercise books. But today, I feel this is its most attractive feature. 

I can lace the official syllabus with my academic strengths, teaching 

styles, and incorporate the most recent updates into the lesson. This 

makes a more fulfilling learning experience. For example, when my class 

celebrated Chung Yeung (commemoration of ancestors) and observed 

its customs, I took the opportunity to talk about its history and culture, 

and then asked my students to explore how the festival had transformed 

over time and why. By examining how histories and cultures are passed 

down and changed over time, students gained a more tangible grasp of 

these histories and cultures that are often remote and abstract. It also 

enabled them to discover, experience, and reflect upon living culture and 

cultural living.

Students in Wushu Class
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M e t a c o g n i t i v e  E d u c a t i o n  A n d  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  Fo r  P a r e n t s

How could parents employ metacognitive approaches 
to support their child’s learning at home?

Pei Lu: Firstly, I would suggest that parents help their children understand that 

they should take the initiative to learn. Secondly, parents should try to shift 

their focus from grades to learning approaches; they should be patient and 

endeavor to grow with their children.

Thom Ferlisi: As we continue to explore what it means to teach and learn in 

a bilingual school, we ask that parents work with us in offering ideas, and 

be part of the team to make this a success.

Li Haiyan: Students could learn more about the concepts and principles 

of education, and know more about the courses they are enrolled in and 

the cultural differences. Additionally, as they review their work periodically, 

and reflect on their progress, the students should formulate an effective 

improvement strategy with critical guidance from their teachers. This 

continuous cycle allows them to learn and cultivate a mentality for self-

growth and continuous learning.

What do you understand by metacognitive 
education? How could Keystone implement such 
an approach?

Pei Lu: I believe that metacognitive education, if offered by the school, could 

improve our students’ learning approaches. In my class, I would encourage 

students to take the initiative to reflect upon learning outcomes after each 

assignment. This would be a useful tool in their self-improvement process in 

the future.

Thom Ferlisi: In the U.S., 38 of the 50 states follow the Common Core State 

Standards. These are skills students should have by the time they graduate 

high school, and metacognition is one of them. So I have been working on 

getting my students to always explain how they got their answers. This helps 

them understand concepts better and identify patterns across subjects. But 

for metacognitive education, I think grade 1 students are too young to discuss 

culturally varied learning and teaching approaches.

Li Haiyan: I would first lay down the educational goals for my students that are in 

line with their different characteristics and levels, then consciously develop and 

hone their self-control and self-reflection abilities through lessons and school 

activities as they work towards those goals. During this continuous learning and 

training process, we adults will also periodically reflect on our own progress, 

recognize our strengths and weaknesses, and clarify our own goals, thereby 

achieving personal growth.

Chinese teacher Li Haiyan gives her 
students a taste of Chinese culture. 
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The Gallery
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Grade 2 students try their hands 
at Van Gogh’s Sunflowers
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The Gallery

Grade 5 students create dream 
islands with tissue and paint



39www.keystoneacademy.cn

Grade 2 students transform their 
doodles into art
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The Gallery

Chinese-style paintings of Lotus and 
Peach Blossoms by Grade 2 students
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The Gallery

Chinese-style porcelain art by grade 
7 students
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3D greeting cards by grade 
3 students
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George Baxter, 
Middle School 
Design Teacher



K
eystone’s residential community gets a flavor of Scottish culture 

every Monday morning as they wake up to the deep soulful 

melody of the Great Highland Bagpipes thanks to George 

Baxter. This is a demanding instrument, and it says a lot about 

anyone who can play it. It demonstrates the person’s methodical nature, 

reflective complexity and inner balance. Mr. Baxter is a person of all these 

traits. Balance is not only part of who he is, but also part of what he 

believes in, and part of the reason he has been in China for the last 10 

years teaching in Tianjin. 

“Life has to be balanced,” says Mr. Baxter as he explains how Taoism 

and Confucianism fit well with his existential outlook, and how this 

philosophical and cultural affinity has kept him in China. Mr. Baxter 

highlights that he has always been fascinated with China – one of the 

world’s oldest and most interesting cultures that, he believes, “formed 

much of human thinking” as we know it today. “I spent the first third of 

my life in Scotland, and the second third of my life in New Zealand. I got 

married in England, and my wife and I moved to New Zealand where we 

raised a family. Then my family and I moved to Tianjin together in 2003. 

My family has moved back to New Zealand,” he says feeling nostalgic 

about his time in China, and remembering his daily commute amongst 

thousands of cyclists. However he adds, “…I am not ready to leave China 

yet.”

The name Baxter has both Anglo-Saxon and Scottish origins. It 
means baker in the first – persons who can not only make simple 

to sumptuous culinary delicacies but are also creators, innovators 
and designers in their own right because they not only tend to your 
palate but also to presentation. George Baxter may not be a baker, 
but he is definitely a creator, innovator and designer. Find out more 
in this article about Mr. Baxter – the designer, the artist, and the 
teacher. 
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SEEKING 
BALANCEIN WORK 

AND LIFE
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Teaching to Inquire, Innovate and Be Informed

Mr. Baxter is as passionate about teaching as he is about China. He 

is able to combine both these passions at Keystone Academy, which 

is what drew him from Tianjin. The vision and ambition of the school 

is attractive to him – the fundamental idea that Keystone’s bilingual 

and bicultural initiative takes Chinese culture as an equal partner. “My 

earlier experience in international schools has been that the culture is 

international and because they are in China, they will do some Chinese 

things. For me that is not good enough. Chinese culture has to be taken 

on as an equal partner,” he emphasizes.    

 

to explore, and learn through experience. “I allow my students to make 

mistakes, mistakes is how they learn. If a student makes a mistake and 

fixes it, he or she will always remember. But if you do it right the first 

time or if someone takes it out of your hands and does it for you, you 

might not remember,” he says. Take his grade 7 students, for instance. 

Mr. Baxter was extremely pleased that for students who have never come 

across technical drawing – 3D drawing – they were able to pick it up in 

two weeks. This would have usually taken grade 7 students up to six 

weeks to learn. Though this may be an outcome of the Baxter style of 

teaching, he feels, in true Taoist style, it is because his students come 

from a reading culture, and reading promotes concentration – a quality 

essential to  learning design. 

His teaching approach and the subject itself – Design – is also integral 

not just to the International Baccalaureate’s Middle Years Programme, 

but also to the growth and development of a student. Mr. Baxter 

enthusiastically explains his subject’s wider applications unlike Math or 

Science that have more immediate or direct use: “There is this thing called 

the design cycle, which is the method we use for designing. It is like an 

inquiry cycle where you investigate, design, create, and evaluate…we can 

also use this model in other classes. So it is a good subject for student 

development academically and cognitively. They have the freedom to 

make things, and experiment, and it also forces them to reflect on what 

they are doing, write descriptions and explanations. Design is an ideal 

subject that requires students to make cross-curricular links, to inquire, 

innovate and  take informed risks.”

If a student makes a mistake and fixes it, 
he or she will always remember.

The Baxter style of teaching is also drawn from a deep and ancient view 

of Chinese culture. As a Middle School Design teacher, he feels that 

students must have a good understanding of materials. Learning only 

on computers is not the right approach, according to him. This Design 

teacher wants his students to be handling things and making things, 

physically engaging with material; they should be able to make things, 

they should be able to use tools, and they should be able to construct 

things. This is, perhaps, inspired by the ancient Chinese approach which 

states, tell me and I will forget, show me and I may remember, involve 

me and I will understand. Though his novice teaching days leaned 

towards an instructive style, Mr. Baxter now feels he allows his students 
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Looking Deeper, Learning More

Apart from Design, Mr. Baxter has a deeper interest in drawing. As an 

artist, he feels by looking at something one only sees but does not really 

understand what the eye captures. “But when you draw what you see, 

you have to look much harder,” he says, and points to the plant on his 

desk to explain further. At first glance, the plant on his desk could be 

described as having a few stems and some leaves coming out of them. 

He comes alive when he adds, “But when I sit here and try and draw it 

for 15-20 minutes, my understanding of that plant will be much more 

complex. I will understand how the leaves are connected to the stem, the 

shapes that they take and more.” The minute and intricate details of an 

everyday desk plant are overlooked with a brief glance. Mr. Baxter feels 

that this is information that a person would not normally absorb. 

Drawing, on the other hand, is a form of increasing one’s concentration 

and inner senses. It is a kind of meditation because it takes you to a 

different level of understanding. “That is why I draw because it takes me 

to a deeper level of understanding.” Students too can learn to draw, learn 

to observe, and apply this deeper understanding in any sphere of their 

lives whether in their professions, or even when they design their house 

in the future. 

A man of many talents, Mr. Baxter is an avid artist, painter and musician. 

But even for him, Design requires something more. He describes this 

as, “When one is making something that someone else will use one has 

to achieve a balance between its appearance and its usefulness. It is a 

delicate equilibrium that is perfectly illustrated by the Taoist symbol of 

Yin-Yang.” As the Dao De Ching explains “Being and not being grown 

out of one another…” 

It is this elusive balance that we strive for in our lives and work and it 

is the true measure of our success. “I feel that the entire human race is 

undergoing a major test or examination – one that will determine if we 

are fit to inhabit this planet. Working with the intelligent and serious 

young men and women at Keystone, I dare to hope that we may yet pass 

that test.” 

We hope we can all live up to Mr. Baxter’s high expectations.
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Che Qing, 
Primary School 
Chinese Homeroom Teacher
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Che Qing brings her several years of experience in international schools to 
Keystone Academy. Besides her wealth of expertise in teaching in bilingual 

environments, Ms. Che also brings her particular skills in early education to the 
school. She is living her dream, and as an inspiring teacher, talented singer and 
dancer, it is no surprise that Ms. Che is one of the many primary school favorites 
among students. In this article, she tells us about her journey as a teacher.

FLOWER
OF EIGHT
COLORS..

A
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Meet Our Teachers

It was her childhood dream to “always play 

with kids” and it is this dream that makes Che 

Qing the teacher she is – bright-eyed, radiant 

and full of energy. It is the ideal characteristic 

combination for any teacher, especially for 

someone experienced in early years education. 

Dreams are not easy to achieve or live by, but 

neither are they impossible if one follows the 

words of the world-renowned author Paulo 

Coelho, “There is only one thing that makes 

a dream impossible to achieve: the fear of 

failure.” Che Qing does not know what this 

means, not because she hasn’t confronted 

difficult situations, but because she is not 

afraid to try, to give it her all. A painting of a 

flower of eight colors that hangs in her living 

room is a testimony to this fearless dedication 

and devotion to teaching. 

Pink, Orange, Red, Yellow, Blue, 
Green, Black, and Purple
“Six years ago, my class welcomed a student 

diagnosed with autism, let’s call her CiCi 

for now. She loved to paint, but only in blue; 

she never spoke with other people though 

frequently murmured to herself. I constantly 

consulted with special education teachers for 

guidance, and talked with CiCi’s mother on a 

regular basis. Though initially she flatly turned 

me away, she gradually warmed up, and even 

began to respond to me in short sentences!” 

Ms. Che also saw improvement when shades 

of green began to appear in her paintings, 

and from time to time she would even give 

her a quick hug. “Such actions wouldn’t be 

remarkable for any other student, but for CiCi, 

it was simply tremendous!” recollects Ms. 

Che. The most special moment came on her 

wedding day. CiCi, already a third grader by 

then, “took the initiative and hugged me to 

express her best wishes. She also gifted me a 

special painting – a flower of eight colors: pink, 

orange, red, yellow, blue, green, black, and 

purple,” Ms. Che reminisces fondly. 

She has another student to thank for her 

reformative experience with CiCi, Doudou, 

whom she met much earlier in her career. Her 

memory of Doudou is, perhaps, not as colorful 

but it is an experience she will never forget. 

Just in the second year of her teaching career, 

as homeroom teacher for 5 year olds, Doudou 

became her student. Ms. Che recalls, “Doudou 

was extremely rebellious, he was definitely 

a ‘problem child’ in my eyes back then. 

Everywhere I looked, I saw his shortcomings. I 

had very few encouraging words to say to him. 

His unruliness only grew with his age.” She 

remembers employing every remedial measure 

to support Doudou, who was also becoming 

emotionally unstable and increasingly violent. 

“I even began to question my own ability as a 

teacher.”

As someone who does not give up so easily, 

Ms. Che says, “I thought to myself, there 

has to be a solution to every problem. I 

began reading books written by experienced 

educators, and realized that I might need to 

improve my teaching methodologies. I had to 

make an effort to adjust my attitude, and shift 

my focus towards Doudou’s strengths. I had  

noticed that he’s an extremely imaginative and 

persistent child; actually, I was truly amazed 

by some of his works!” Though Ms. Che was 

excited about finding a way to communicate 

with Doudou, the student was less convinced. 

Her heartfelt praise for Doudou’s work was met 

with disbelief. “He just didn’t believe me…I 

was completely dejected, and kept saying to 

myself that I was wrong, that I didn’t do a 

good job helping him.’ Ms. Che did not stop 

trying; she paid more attention to Doudou in 

an effort to build a rapport. The trust she was 

hoping for started forming, but only moments 

before Doudou’s graduation from preschool. 

“It came too late for both of us. I didn’t have 

enough time to help him or make amends for 

my earlier shortcomings.”

This was a turning point in her personal and 

professional journey; she began to look deeper 

into the meaning and purpose of education. “A 

meaningful education should not be entirely 

rigid, it should adapt to the different needs of 

children. There is no shortcut to discovering 

their needs either, it is only through an 

extraordinary level of patience and care that 

they can be revealed.” She quickly realized that 

she was part of a play without a script – the 

only certainty is the play or the journey marked 

by special moments and the full range of 

Each child is a 
different flower, of 
a different color... 
Every child needs 
careful attention 
and nurturing to 

be prepared for the 
world.
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emotions. “After the episode with Doudou, I was 

especially mindful of keeping my patience, and 

used a child’s specific interest as an entry point 

for cutting down any communication barrier.” 

Each child is a different flower, of a different 

color says Che Qing, “Those children who are 

labeled as “problematic” are often overlooked 

gems waiting to be discovered!” Every child 

needs careful attention and nurturing to be 

prepared for the world. At Keystone Academy, 

Ms. Che believes this is possible.

Preparing Students for the 
Future, for the World
“Our world is changing rapidly every day, 

and we want our students to be always at the 

ready for this new world,” the Head of School 

remarked at the school’s Dedication Ceremony. 

Keystone’s ethos maintains that cultivating the 

right skills and qualities is more fundamental 

to education than curricular content. Such 

skills and qualities not only include learning 

capacity, but also deep wisdom and open 

minds. “Kids of this generation tend to be 

overly self-conscious. We must help them to 

learn how to respect others and cope with 

differences,” Ms. Che explains.

In her opinion, although direct, explicit 

guidance is veritably important in addressing 

this issue, subtler approaches and influences 

may be more effective. Ms. Che practices this 

by bringing her own life experiences to her 

students’ education. “My father and mother are 

of Mongol and Evenki ethnicity respectively, so 

I grew up with two languages and two different 

cultures. This was before I was introduced to 

the Chinese language and culture at the age 

of five. I have been immersed in the fun and 

joy that a multicultural environment brings, 

which also teaches me to respect people from 

different cultural backgrounds, and gives me 

confidence when meeting them,” she says, 

adding, “I make an effort to help my students 

learn about and get a feel for other cultures, 

and understand the diverse world that they live 

in. My hope is that through my efforts, they 

will expand their horizons and mindsets, learn 

to respect and accept people from different 

cultures.”

A worldly vision is only one side of the coin: 

an understanding of the world and its many 

cultures must be nurtured without losing 

one’s self-identity. Keystone advocates this 

importance in one of the three pillars of the 

school. “I appreciate the fact that Keystone 

Academy, promising to be a world school, also 

takes a strong position on the importance of 

Chinese culture and identity as one of its central 

missions. This has inspired me to dig deeper 

into the Chinese culture, and motivated me to 

share and spread the Chinese heritage,” says 

Ms. Che. “Weaving the Chinese Thread and 

our other school goals into one harmonious 

whole is no simple task. But I believe theories, 

reflections, practice, and perseverance will 

produce the answer I seek. This is a meaningful 

and enjoyable task,” she recognizes.

This is the ever-optimistic Che Qing. She firmly 

believes that she has found her calling and 

relishes its every moment even in the face of 

challenges. “Children are all blessed with great 

potential,” Ms. Che says with enthusiasm, 

adding, “They are eager to explore their 

surroundings using all means available to 

them, and are insatiable for information. Then 

they gradually grow towards independence. 

This is simply an incredible process!” Her joy 

cannot be contained as she continues, “To 

me, this is not only a job, it is a responsibility. 

I constantly tell myself that this is a career that 

enables me to bring joy to more children and 

families, and that is a cause worthy of lifelong 

learning and devotion.”

A worldly vision 
is only one side 
of the coin: an 
understanding 

of the world and 
its many cultures 
must be nurtured 

without losing one’s 
self-identity.



Keystone has a diverse and dynamic team of librarian teachers. Reading is 
fundamental to the culture of Keystone, and our libraries lie at the heart 

of the school and its community. Page turners is a column that I dedicate to 
every aspect of the Keystone Libraries, the culture of reading they promote and 
everything about books and other resources. 
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Page Turner

“Without libraries what have we? We have no past and no future.” 
- Ray Bradbury

AT CULTURAL 
CROSSROADS

READING
By Kenneth Kozel, Director of Libraries
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In a time without books, if one could fathom such a time, when information, 

stories and histories passed from mouth to mouth, our libraries were only 

thoughts. But today, libraries are the guardians of both our minds and 

souls. Libraries are truly portals to the horizons of our imaginations and 

beyond. They not only define our past as Ray Bradbury rightly notes, but 

also hold the beacon to our collective and individual futures. At Keystone 

we are conscious of this significance, and so our libraries form the core 

of the school – academically, socially, personally and collectively. More 

importantly, Keystone Libraries sits at the heart of the cultural crossroads 

of the school, especially because we are a bilingual school – Chinese and 

English – and we believe that both languages and associated cultures 

are equally important. Because of this we have the beginnings of a truly 

excellent library. 

The bilingual foundation and nature of the libraries make them the one 

and the only of their kind in Beijing, especially within a school setting. In 

addition to consistently and consciously being bilingual, the Chinese thread 

is also fundamental to the school’s ethos, and curricular and co-curricular 

edifice. It was the foremost determining factor in conceptualizing and 

setting up the Keystone Libraries. It recognizes, celebrates, and promotes 

the Chinese thread. We do this through our collections, subscriptions, and 

even staff members. We strive to balance English with Chinese in everything 

we do. Most international schools have only a small Chinese collection and 

English is the predominant language. Meanwhile, most Chinese schools 

have a small English collection and Chinese is the school language. We 

truly are attempting to do both at any given time – duality through language 

immersion, and bilingualism through our resources, subscriptions, people, 

and more.
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Many titles in our primary and 
middle school libraries are available 

in both languages...This enables students 
to read the same book in both languages, 
thus improving reading and comprehension 
levels in both languages, and gaining better 
academic and cultural cognition.
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Reading To Be Truly Bilingual
I am not bilingual but read Chinese literature that 

has been translated into English because I have an 

appreciation for the culture and want to learn more. 

I would call myself a bicultural reader. I hope the 

same for our students as well. Many of our students 

are highly advanced in their Chinese reading, but 

find they need to work harder with comprehension 

of English resources. Keystone Libraries and staff 

aim to enable our students to enjoy the bilingual 

and bicultural experience of reading, to have an 

appreciation and understanding of literature of all 

cultures, by alleviating the burden of feeling unable 

to do so. Many titles in our primary and middle 

school libraries are avialable in both languages 

and some resources have both Chinese and 

English in the same book. This enables students 

to read the same book in both languages, thus 

improving reading and comprehension levels in 

both languages, and gaining better academic and 

cultural cognition. Reading is simply the one and 

the only way forward to becoming truly bilingual. 

We also have Ebooks, audio books and DVDs, 

which help students build important languages 

skills by absorbing content through multiple media. 

Where possible, the Libraries also collaborate with 

faculty through units of inquiry and subject areas 

to incorporate and encourage self-directed learning 

and research, and the use of our vast and growing 

resources.

In five years time I hope to have three dynamic 

working libraries: primary, middle, and high 

school libraries, and additional areas such as 

a Chinese Scholar Room, Keystone Archives, 

Interactive Maker Space (creativity/learning lab), 

and rooms for quiet study, group collaboration, 

and engaging lessons. Collections will be equal 

in breadth and coverage of not only Chinese and 

English materials, but also other languages from 

around the world. Our spaces will both respect 

and celebrate Chinese and international cultures 

while promoting investigation, exploration, and 

intellectual discovery. It is the mission and the 

fundamental purpose of our libraries, as Lawrence 

Clark Powell said, to enable our students to “Write 

to be understood, speak to be heard, read to grow.”



Keystone’s residential program is an integral part of the school, and it would only 
seem right to have a column dedicated to its excitement and experiences in our 

magazine. Juli James, Director of Residential Life and Global Initiatives, or I, or both 
of us will author this column (this time it is just me). We will reflect on the events, 
processes and, most importantly, the big picture of what it means to be a boarder, 
what it means to be a boarder at Keystone, what it takes to be a boarder at Keystone, 
and what life is like at our ‘home-away-from-home’.
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No 
Place Like

There’s
HOMEBy Wendy Bradley,  

Dean of Students

Home Away From Home
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In my mind they are still fifteen years old, 
crowded around a table in the dorm lounge over 

a math book trying to figure out the next day’s 
homework, laughing about some inside joke or 
trying to teach each other how to properly use the 
microwave. These kids are creating memories and 
in some cases finding soulmates.
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During my childhood growing up in a boarding 

school in New England, USA, long before the 

age of DVDs and movies-on-demand, The Wizard 

of Oz was shown on national television once a year. 

The movie is based on a series of books written 

by L. Frank Baum – an American classic. It is a 

tale about Dorothy, a young farm girl from rural 

America, who experiences a sensational dream 

journey after she is swept away from her home 

in a giant tornado and plunked down in a strange 

place, far, far from the farmlands of Kansas. It is 

an adventure about creating community where 

you find yourself plopped, about overcoming 

challenges in the pursuit of your dreams and 

relying on the kindness of others to help find your 

way. Dorothy knew she needed the support of 

others to find her way home, and she encouraged 

friends along the Yellow Brick Road to join her in 

her travels. Her travel companions included, The 

Scarecrow, The Tin Man and The Cowardly Lion. 

Her journey back home is a perilous one full of new 

people and situations that challenge her thinking 

and teach her important life lessons. The line that 

struck me most was “There’s no place like home,” 

the chant which Dorothy recites at the end of the 

film as she clicks her ruby-slippered heels together 

on her final attempt to get back to Auntie Em and 

Uncle Henry.

Upon arrival at Keystone I am sure some of the 

teachers and students felt they too had been 

dropped in a strange place, far, far from home 

and might have even thought, “There’s no place 

like home.” For some of us it is also our first time 

living in China, and for our students, perhaps 

the first time living away from home. With this in 

mind, we set straight away to the task of making 

our “home away from home” a place where 

students, parents and teachers feel welcome. 

Head of School, Malcolm McKenzie, noted in 

his speech at the Matriculation Ceremony that, 

“Induction happens when you lead someone 

into a new place, or space.” Well, your children 

are certainly being led into new places and 

spaces on a daily basis, and they are creating and 

experiencing unique opportunities and traditions. 

And I am confident that your children are meeting 

a cast of beloved characters right her in Shunyi 

– teachers, advisors and friends, and our “new 

place” is beginning to feel a little less like a daily 

adventure, and more like a way of life.  

A New Life, A New Student
This new way of life in the Keystone residences is 

already taking shape in the form of a brotherhood 

and sisterhood. Friend groups that are sure to 

last a lifetime are being forged. I’ve seen such 

friendships before, boarding school connections 

that stand the test of time. To date I receive 

wedding photos of my past students. And I 

chuckle every time to see young men who, 10 years 

or more ago, lived with me in the dorm when they 

were in grade 10, gathered around the groom with 

their receding hairlines and fuller bellies. In my 

mind they are still 15 years old, crowded around a 

table in the dorm lounge over a math book trying 

to figure out the next day’s homework, laughing 

about some inside joke or trying to teach each 

other how to properly use the microwave. These 

kids are creating memories, and in some cases 

finding soulmates.

Take some of our boys for instance. They have 

created the first Keystone band, and gave their 

first performance at the Halloween party. On 

a nightly basis our dorm hallways echo with 

the rhythm and melody of violins, guitars and 

traditional Chinese instruments. Everyone here 

is seeking and finding that network of support, 

friendship and trust, gathering more characters 

on their journey through life just as Dorothy did 

in The Wizard of Oz. I have been awed by our 

students’ abilities to navigate having a roommate 

and in some cases two. It is not easy living with 

others, and yet there is laughter in these rooms. 

There is certainly some messiness as well, so 

we stick to our nightly routine of the 7pm room 

inspection. The boys know that primary school 

teacher Simon Weight means business, and that 

no stone will remain unturned when he is on 

duty. Some of them manage their spaces better 

than college students we have known. Proctors 

(student leaders in the dorm setting) have also 

been selected and trained, marking a new era of 

student leadership.  

This is all part of a conscious and intentional effort 

to help students gain independence and time 

management skills. A grade 8 student reflected 

on her own development over the first semester 

by saying, “The best thing about being a boarder 

is training myself to be independent and being 

closer with my friends. Now I know how to be a 

self-managed person. Also, boarding life has helped 

me appreciate the time I spend with my parents.” 

Another girl wrote to me saying, “My home is only 

two roads across from Keystone. Before school 

started, I wanted to be a day student. But my 

mother wanted me to be independent, so I became 

a boarder. In fact, life here is really cool. I’ve come 

to realize that I cannot live without this. I love the 

feeling of being with my friends. We help each other; 

we play games and do sports together; we laugh and 

cry together. Now, if you ask me “Are you going to be 

a boarding student next year?” my answer will be, 

“Yes!”

After just a few months, parents are already 

noticing some changes in their children. One 

parent told me that his son comes home on 

some Saturdays “to see us and then he spends 

time doing homework. We don’t argue. It’s the 

first time in his life that he has taken on this 

responsibility. But he also brings home his dirty 

laundry. I thought you would teach him to do that 

on his own!” I promised this father that laundry 

tutorials have been done, and that eventually I will 

get his son to arrive home with just a backpack full 

of books and not a full laundry bag. I personally 

greet students in the morning and check to see 

that school dress is being adhered to. After a 

couple of weeks of “gentle reminders” and long 

walks back to the dorm to change or a phone call 

home to mom, we are doing quite well with being 

sharply dressed for the day. When occasionally we 

Home Away From Home

Students of the Keystone music band.
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have a lapse it is usually because something got 

left at home or didn’t dry as fast as was expected.

Nurturing The Whole Student
In addition to nurturing a student’s personality, 

each student at Keystone has at least one adult 

who is tasked with the role of mentor and guide. In 

the Primary School this person is the Homeroom 

Teacher who spends most of the day engaging in 

learning pursuits, monitoring individual needs and 

connecting with parents. In the Middle School these 

responsibilities fall to the Advisor.   

The Advising Program is a new concept for many 

of our students. They’ve expressed feeling a bit 

overwhelmed by the nature of teacher-student 

connections telling us that “in the past at public 

schools you were not able to talk to teachers and 

here at Keystone I have a chance to do that every 

day in class, at lunch time and in the dorms.” When 

students face challenges, whether personal or 

academic, we encourage them to face obstacles with 

the support of their parents and advisor.  This is a leap 

of faith for some as they explore a new partnership 

with adults who are not yet considered family. One 

student said she felt unsure about the conversations 

she originally had with her advisor since she had 

“never spoken with so many foreigners before. But 

my advisor has helped me with my confidence and 

has encouraged me to speak up more.” At the end of 

the first semester, if you ask a middle school student 

about ordering food in or walking down to the local 

KFC with their advisory group for Wednesday lunch 

or dinner, there will quite literally be squeals of 

excitement and anticipation about sharing a simple 

bucket of chicken with teachers and friends. Others 

have connected in ways that they did not expect: 

“My advisor is my science teacher, my dorm 

parent, grade-level leader and my advisor so she 

knows me. She helps me when I am confused, 

she observes me and motivates me, and helps 

with homework when I don’t know something. 

She invites us to her home for dinner and I feel 

close to her, she is like my mom in some ways. 

She does not have her own child, I feel like I am 

her daughter. If I have a problem she will feel sad 

for me,” said a grade 7 student.

Another student told me, “My advisor encourages 

me when I have problems. My advisor is my Chinese 

teacher and can speak Chinese to my parents. She 

is able to tell my mom about my situation here at 

school. She is like a personal psychologist (a word 

this girl looked up on a translator site as we were 

chatting)...I can tell her things and I trust her. My 

advisor treats everybody the same and is fair. She is 

very caring after each student and about our learning 

situation and our studies. And she asks us, ‘What are 

you feeling at Keystone.’ She is like a grandma.”

One middle school student wrote to me saying, 

“I read the Community Handbook and I was 

quite surprised when I first read the definition 

of an Advisor: ‘The Advising System provides 

a mechanism for students to cultivate a strong 

relationship with an adult mentor who is then 

responsible for the development of a meaningful 

educational plan and experience at Keystone 

Academy’. I have never had an advisor in my life 

and I had no idea how this program would work. 

But after a few months at Keystone, I think this 

definition could be a mile longer. The relationship 

between advisor and advisees is not only a formal 

teacher and student connection. We help each 

other. My advisor is new to China so I help her 

with language difficulties. We have conversations 

about worldwide news and travel. She took us to 

explore Shunyi a few weeks ago and we had a lot 

of fun. I would definitely love to spend the next 

few years with my advisor. She has already begun 

to plan for the next couple of decades in my life so 

she’s not only an advisor for me, but an exemplary 

tutor for my future.”

In real life or in The Wizard of Oz, the passage to 

find one’s self and create community is a personal 

journey. Along the way we collect people, some 

who stay with us forever, forming our intimate 

circle of extended family, and others who are bit 

players on the ride through life. As I look out over 

the quad each morning there are times when I 

forget that I am not at home now. It brings me 

comfort. I hope your children feel the same way 

as they make their way through their day, in their 

classes, at meals and on the weekends. There is no 

place like home.  Home… with its familiar smells, 

worn carpeted paths, favorite family recipes, 

beloved pets, and people who have known us 

and celebrated our being even before we arrived 

into the world. Certainly, there is no place like 

home. But dare I say that life at boarding school 

can certainly feel like family, and even like a home 

away from home.

Chinese teacher Pei Lu with her advisees.
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Students, parents, and teachers are the 
foundation of our school. We dedicate this 

column to our students and their families. Here 
we get to know them better, and build a stronger 
Keystone community. In this issue, we would like 
you to meet Deng Zezhi and his parents. Dean 
of Admission, Rachael Beare, says, “Deng Zezhi 
is a great example of the kind of student we are 
looking for at Keystone. He is an engaged and 
eager learner, and he is committed to academic 
proficiency in both English and Chinese.” 
Comfortably bilingual in Chinese and English, 
Deng Zezhi is creative, humorous, and loves new 
challenges. He is also a budding pianist, and like 
other boys his age, he is interested in football, 
skiing and golf. This middle schooler definitely 
models his ambitions and aspirations on his 
father, Deng Hui, a senior managing partner at a 
top global accounting firm, and his mother, Liu 
Yujing, a partner at a private equity firm. 

PUTTING

YOU TRUST

YOUR
CHILDREN 
UNDER THE CARE 
OF PEOPLE



Family Profile

Q: Deng Zezhi has been attending international 
schools since he was four years old, which is a very 
good way to learn English. The bilingual immersion 
curriculum offered here at Keystone is in many 
ways different from the language learning models 
at many international schools. What motivated you 
to choose the Keystone model?

Mother: The importance of attaining both fluency and proficiency in 

both languages cannot be overstated for any child who aspires to stand 

out in a competitive world. We believe that compared to the language 

learning models at other international schools, the bilingual immersion 

program at Keystone will be more effective in enabling children to switch 

effortlessly between Chinese and English. Take my son for example: 

before Keystone he often found it difficult to translate an English 

concept into the right Chinese word or phrase. In a bilingual immersion 

setting, concepts are taught in both Chinese and English through subject 

content, and not through repetition. Children will thus cognitively learn 

how to express the same thought in these two languages, which will help 

them achieve native-level fluency in both.

Q: Deng Zezhi, you are still young, but in a few 
years, you will join Keystone’s boarding program. 
What do you hope to get out of this experience? 

Deng Zezhi: Living on campus will bring me closer to my classmates and 

teachers. We can build deeper friendships, and become a tighter group. 

Staying on campus will also allow me to participate in more school 

activities, and hone my skills in living independently.

Mother: Sending Deng Zezhi to a boarding school will be a fairly easy 

decision for us – the foreign schools that he eventually will be attending 

are all boarding schools, so it would be best if he could become 

acclimatized to being a boarding student. I once read an article in which 
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I should learn and understand 
all aspects of my culture, so that 
when I go to another country, I 
can be a cultural ambassador.

a father shares his experience of sending his child to a boarding school. 

He said he felt the family grew closer, and the child shared incidents and 

experiences from life on campus more enthusiastically. Deng Zezhi is 

not a boarding student yet, but after the first family dinner organized by 

Keystone he told me matter-of-factly that he wanted to live on campus. 

He was impressed by the range of activities that boarding students 

could attend, such as bird watching, Halloween night, and local specialty 

market visits, and more – a few of which he participated in even as a 

day student. And when I spoke to other parents, they said their children 

were equally excited about the prospect of living on campus one day. As 

a mother, it will be a bit hard for me to send him away to live on campus, 

but Deng Zezhi has already set his heart on it.

Father: Although it can take time for a child to adjust to boarding life, 

the experience will help him learn to live independently, and improve his 

management and social skills. I believe children feel the innate need to 

take their own initiative to interact with people and society, and want to 

establish deeper friendships with their peers. A boarding life experience 

would be an enabling environment for this.

Q: As you have mentioned, there are plans for further 
studies abroad after graduating from Keystone. So 
why spend the time and effort learning the Chinese 
language and culture? How would it benefit your 
future prospects? 

Deng Zezhi: As Chinese, I cannot forget my own culture. People will 

make fun of those who don’t understand their own culture. The Chinese 

culture is rich with the teachings of Confucius and Mencius, art, poetry 

and history. I should learn and understand all these aspects of my culture, 

so that when I go to another country, I can be a cultural ambassador.

Mother: Precisely because we hope our son will travel abroad for higher 

studies, he needs to appreciate his own identity. You must embrace 

your own culture first to be able to better understand cultures across 

the world. Only then can you take what is good in this world, and draw 

upon the strengths of others; only then would your interaction with 

people from different cultures be meaningful, and not just an attempt 

at mimicking blindly. 

Father: I won’t let my son be someone who is only Chinese in appearance. 

He needs to know where his roots lie. I believe that a person’s cultural 

heritage will not change with either his social standing or physical 

location; and without being firmly rooted in one’s own culture, it would be 

difficult to find a place in this world. It would be hard to realize personal 

values, and harder still to gain a foothold in mainstream society. 
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Q: It certainly takes courage to send your child to 
a school in its inaugural year. What makes you so 
confident about the unique educational experience 
offered at Keystone?

Mother: An educational approach built upon the synergy between Eastern 

and global pedagogies made our choice easy. We are also impressed 

with the qualifications of the teaching staff, especially of the Leadership 

Team led by the Head of School, Malcolm McKenzie. In fact, I know 

that several Keystone families admire the fact that these educators have 

come halfway around the world to realize their vision for an ideal world 

school. Choosing a school for your children means placing them under 

the care of the people you trust, so that your children can learn from 

them, or even follow in their footsteps. So any child who looks up to 

these educators will grow to become anything but ordinary!

We also believe that the quality of classmates is paramount to a child’s 

education. Keystone has been meticulous in its admission process, and 

the range of talent we have seen in Keystone students certainly supports 

this – every child is simply exceptional! We hope that our son can make 

good friends, who may become his lifelong friends or future business 

partners. Deng Zezhi has been lucky to meet some fabulous kids in his 

previous schools. But because student turnover rates are usually high 

in international schools, Deng Zezhi has often had to bid farewell to his 

best friends after only a year or two. Keystone has set an ideal student 

body composition of 75 percent Chinese and 25 percent expat students, 

which we think will be the key to high student retention. 

Father: It is the same courage that makes us feel honored to become one 

of Keystone’s founding families. The Head of School once said that the 

founding students, families, and teachers all bear extraordinary missions 

and responsibilities, and are destined to make Keystone’s history. We 

wish that all Keystone families will join together and bear witness to 

Keystone’s strides towards becoming a paragon of education and a 

school of excellence.
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Stay Connected

 Why?
Follow Us on

 WeChat.
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“Ding-ding-dong,” sound the alerts from various Wexin (WeChat 
– Chinese online social networking forum) subscriptions or 

friends you follow. The incessant buzzing does not cease from 7am, 
as you roll out of bed to the alarm clock, the alluring smell of warm 
breakfast, and a full reserve of energy for the new day ahead. If you are 
like many socially-hyperactive people, your phone is with you like your 
shadow – while brushing your teeth, drinking coffee, waiting for red 
lights, or taking the subway, and you are equally glued to it scrolling and 
speed-reading the endless stream of WeChat messages and posts. It’s 
safe to say that many people are first drawn to WeChat by its novelty, or 
friends’ requests, and then cannot stop from compulsively checking for 
updates. The novelty wears off soon enough, and the insipidness of the 
messages and posts begins to gnaw at you, and eventually users go cold 
turkey – they either turn off WeChat alerts or remove the application 
altogether. So, in today’s digital boiling pot spilling over with social 
media options that one could not possibly run out of, why should you 
take a spoonful of what Keystone Academy’s WeChat has to offer?

 Why?
Follow Us on

 WeChat.
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I saw a peanut stand, heard a rubber band,

And seen a needle wink its eye

But I be done seen about everything

When I see an elephant fly

- Dumbo, 1941 Disney animation movie

Our WeChat account is our very own flying elephant. This verse, quoted in 

one of the first posts, ‘What, A Flying Elephant Can Earn You Brownie Points 

with Elite Schools?’ brings to mind the events that led to the creation of our 

WeChat account. In the last six months since the inception of our corporate 

social media avatar, we have dipped our feet into this virtual ocean, explored 

and experimented with ideas – good and bad – as we built our digital identity, 

and found our voice. Now we feel it has taken flight in the virtual world on its 

own two big flappy ears. 

From the outset, we had decided that Keystone’s WeChat would be its own 

entity, as we recognize the boundless potential of this media platform. We 

did not want it to be a sterilized version of The Keystone Magazine, or simply 

repeat content from In the Loop, our weekly newsletter, or devolve into a 

hodgepodge of news and vapid articles. Our aim was to make Keystone’s 

WeChat account, first and foremost, a source of information that is “sincere, 

accurate, and relevant” – the credo for any form of public communication 

from Keystone, which is also in line with all other publications, web articles, 

and media material produced by the Marketing and Communications Office. 

If we can also add a dash of lightheartedness and spoonful of humor, then we 

will have achieved our goal in its entirety.

One Platform. Unifying Voices. Many Moon Pearls.
Our posts and articles have an emphasis on everything Keystone, but we are 

not confined by it. Our subscribers and readers are often taken on a journey 

into the wider world of education, learning and knowledge because we know 

that our followers are not only drawn to us by the school’s mission and 

vision, but are also self-assured in their own beliefs and insights. And as we 

journey together from within campus to the vast expanses beyond, we hope 

Our aim was to make Keystone’s WeChat account, first 
and foremost, a source of information that is “sincere, 
accurate, and relevant” – the credo for any form of public 
communication from Keystone...

our online forum becomes an active place where people with keen interests 

in education can freely exchange views and ideas. Thanks to our thousands 

and growing number of followers, our account has already turned into an 

engaging platform for parents, students, educators and others.

As enjoyable and fulfilling as the journey thus far has been, it has also been hard, 

as is expected of anything that is worth doing. Everyone in the Marketing and 

Communications Office knew from the get-go that a well-managed, engaging 

and affective WeChat account would take a level of dedication and attention to 

detail that would border on the excessively compulsive. To make that “ding-

ding-dong” sound in the morning help start your day with the brightest smile, 

Keystone’s WeChat writers spend many days and nights poring over every 

word and every creative idea they come up with: photographers zoom around 

the campus to capture each moment, and, given the limitations imposed by 

May 4,Official WeChat account 

opens.

by December 8 
No. of Articles

Total reads

Total Share 

Clicks

8989

130080
83

Our Account In Numbers

we have
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We will be soft in our touch and patient in our nourishment, 
waiting quietly under the moonlit sky for the “oysters” to absorb 
the seeds of growth, until they produce pearls with the iridescence 
of the Moon. 

the social media platform, our design team repeatedly outdo themselves with  

presentations that ensure the best possible reading experience. For instance, 

recently we added a soothing music track to our post in the hope that it would 

add to the pleasure of reading. 

Rewards for our hard work come not only with every click of our posts, or 

every time a post is shared, but also when someone appreciates it in person. 

For instance, a Keystone primary school mother once told us how much her 

5-year-old daughter loved the post on ‘Discovering Keystone: Beauty in the 

Details.’ This foundation year student was so captivated by the style and 

creativity of each piece of school furniture that she repeatedly looked at the 

pictures, and said that she couldn’t wait for the school to open to see all of it 

in person. It was exciting and such a pleasant surprise to know that we have 

followers as young as 5 years old. It was also encouraging that the message 

of “beauty” was communicated accurately and successfully to our audience 

– at least to this 5 year old and hopefully many more – and this is exactly the 

kind of “communication” we are trying to achieve with our WeChat account.

Keystone’s social networking platform is not only a space for our voice, but it is 

also a space for your voices. One very special instance comes to mind – a father’s 

message to his son. We were fortunate to receive this father’s permission to 

share a letter he wrote to his son on our account on the eve of Father’s Day in 

2014. Here is a deeply moving quote from the letter titled ‘Why We Have Chosen 

Keystone for Our Child: Letter to Our Son,’ “…without ceremony, the spring of 

2014 recedes from our vision. My dear son, I recall the Italian poet Dante said 

in his magnum opus Divina Commedia, “Midway upon the journey of our life, I 

found myself within a forest dark, for the straightforward pathway had been lost.” 

But the German philosopher, Nietzsche, was equally graceful about discovery, 

“the spirit becomes a lion who would conquer his freedom and be master in 

his own desert.” Without discontentment and without regret, we believe in our 

choice, we believe the choice will make our family happier, and we believe it will 

benefit you for life.” The priceless words from a father to a son were not only 

encouraging and inspiring to his son, but also to us. Keystone students were 

also quick to reciprocate their deep love for their parents. The 21 November post 

published ‘Parents’ Affections, Children’s Appreciation,’ in which five students 

from grade 6 shared their thoughts and gratitude for their parents’ love after 

being touched by Long Ying Tai’s book Seeing Off. 

We also post voices from beyond our gates in an effort to shape our account 

into a platform for reflecting on education and life. Through our special 

WeChat column Edutopia, we publish exchanges with our hypothetical 

penpal, Zhu Xiaowei. It is an attempt at engaging Keystone parents, and the 

wider social media public to share our experience, thoughts, and reflections 

on education and life. This brings to mind Jing Wen’s moon pearls. Jing 

Wen is the protagonist in Song dynasty official Pang Yuanying’s collection of 

stories, Wen Chang Za Lu. Jing Wen would plant tiny grains of sand inside 

the oysters when they opened their mouths and, whenever the Moon hung 

full and bright in the night, he would let the oysters bathe in the soft radiance 

of the moonlight. Two years later, all the oysters produced moon-like pearls. 

With humility we try to emulate Jing Wen, and choose to take a backseat 

as we watch the growth of Keystone’s “oysters”. We will be soft in touch 

and patient in nourishment, waiting quietly under the moonlit sky for our 

“oysters” to absorb the seeds of growth, until they produce pearls with the 

iridescence of the moon. 

Compared to the WeChat juggernauts that boast of followers in the millions, 

Keystone’s account may not seem successful in terms of numbers. We have 

a modest readership, we are still experimenting with different styles, and 

we have not attained the level of influence that we aim for. But every article 

published through our account is meticulously crafted and represents our 

most sincere voices, for we truly believe that what comes from the heart goes 

to the heart. Just like the excitement aroused in a 5-year-old daughter over 

the school’s furniture, or the emotions aroused by a father’s letter to his 

son, or the love and understanding displayed by students of grade 6 to their 

parents, we hope every post will not only be a representation of Keystone and 

its philosophy, but also a journey on the road of education. Our success does 

not lie in numbers, but lies in capturing your attention and imagination, be it 

with a picture, and motivating you to embark on your voyage of reflection and 

discovery. Then we can confidently say that our efforts have paid off, and we 

have at least achieved our original goal with this WeChat account.
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Stay Connected

Discovering Keystone: Beauty Lies in the Details Bigoli into Bridge

Appreciating Chinese Art 

Stories from Classroom Walls

We are What We Read

This was one of the first posts just before school opened for its very first 

semester. It appeared on 6 August 2014. It gave a first glimpse of the 

campus, the classrooms, and its facilities, which was much anticipated 

by Keystone families. This post was read over 2600 times, which is twice 

the number of subscribers we had at that time. 

With this post our readers learned how to make a bridge out of pasta with 

our Middle School Design teacher, George Baxter

In this 31 October post, we told our readers how our students learned 

and appreciated various Chinese art forms. Unlike Western paintings that 

often attempt the precise depiction of real-life objects, Chinese painting 

focuses more on reflecting a sentiment, and depicting a state rather than 

reproducing visual reality.

As we waited for school to open, we focused this post on how our 

teachers were preparing ahead of students’ arrival. Primary school Chinese 

homeroom teacher, Shi Mei, said her classroom walls, though decked in 

traditional Chinese style, were only 60% complete. Only her students’ work 

could make it whole.

In this interesting post that appeared on 6 September 2014, we gave 

readers a peek into Keystone’s bilingual Libraries through book 

recommendations from staff and students. Some teachers picked out 

their favorite textbooks, others could not pick just one. 

Here are some highlights from our WeChat account: 
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Learning at Keystone extends beyond the classrooms, as this post from 28 

November 2014 showed. On a trip to Guanfu Museum, every student received 

a task card consisting of 16 questions closely related to the theme of the exhibit. 

The students soon realized that not only were there no standard answers to these 

questions, online searches also turned up empty. To answer these questions, 

the students had to observe the museum displays, listen closely to the guide, 

ask relevant questions, and use their analytical skills. Through critical thinking, 

students were able to formulate their own interpretations, which became part of 

their knowledge and wisdom and, ultimately, gave them a better appreciation for 

art as well as life.

Edutopia is a dialogue of learning between two friends - Sabrina Liu and Zhu 

Xiaowei - in a collection of letters. Through candid and reflexive exchanges, they 

deliberate on a plethora of subjects, including the highs and lows of raising 

children, the ups and downs of parenting, education, and life itself. Three such 

exchanges have been posted thus far. The inaugural article was posted on 11 July 

2014. 

In this edition of edutopia, the two friends 

reflect on overprotective parenting. Here 

is a quote from the post: “We give life 

to our children, and supply them with 

freedom and love, so that they may grow 

to be independent, and find their own way. 

Children, and children alone, have the 

right to decide their identity and destiny. 

We are all independent souls.” 

Ideas and innovation are central 

to our WeChat account. In this 

post from 17 September 2014, 

we turned a fun egg-drop science 

experiment into an interesting 

comic for our readers. Here is a 

gist: Keystone Aeronautics and 

Space Administration (KASA) 

in the last few days revealed 

that five “egg planets” orbiting at a distance of 200,000 kilometers from the 

Earth are at risk of crashing into the Moon! Due to their close proximity, the 

flying debris from the crash may cause great harm to our planet. Realizing the 

urgency of the situation, KASA immediately organized an emergency task force 

in Keystone’s Middle School Lab with Science teacher Amanda Narkiewicz in 

command of a cadre of  grade 7 science superkids to rescue the egg planets. 

Experiential Learning: Away At Camp SOS! Science Wonderkids to the Rescue of “Egg Planets”!

Giving Life to Life: the Inaugural Edutopia Article

We Are All Independent Souls:  
Second Edutopia Article

One-of-a-Kind Museum Trip

Camping was one the highlights of Keystone’s first semester. This post that 

appeared on 23 October 2014 gave subscribers a taste of our experiential 

learning initiative, which is integral to the school’s academic program. 

Grades 4-9 participated in this camping experience, and bonded with 

nature, learned new skills, and grew stronger and closer as the first cohort of 

students and teachers. It was a special trip for all as Song Jingming, a middle 

school librarian teacher, expressed, “After seeing them coming ashore from a 

swim in the freezing cold pond, putting on their heavy jackets and backpacks 

and calling out to their friends, I couldn’t help but being reminded of a scene 

from the Analects of Confucius: ‘’twas the end of spring, a few adults, along 

with six or seven children, took a pleasant swim in the river and sang in 

the warm breeze on their way back.’ This sums up perfectly my reason for 

coming to this camping trip and my perception of the ideal student-teacher 

relationship.”



In this column we take you beyond the gates of Keystone Academy into the broader world of 
education, its many fields, debates and developments. We invite guest scholars to pen their 

thoughts on a topic, or borrow, with due citation, an article that might be timely and applicable to our 
community in the hope that each of us can understand and reflect upon what matters in learning. 
This semester, we had the pleasure of hearing Dr. David Oxtoby’s take on Liberal Arts education. 
Here we publish his lecture in full. An internationally known Physical Chemist, Dr. Oxtoby is the 
President of Pomona College. He is highly respected in higher education in the U.S., has served as 
Dean of Physical Sciences, University of Chicago and as Chair of the Harvard University Board of 
Overseers. 
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Lecture by Dr. David Oxtoby, President, Pomona College, USA
Presented to the Keystone Community on 9 November 2014

Beyond The Gates

ANDCREATIVITY
INNOVATION
The Rise of Liberal Arts 

Here at Keystone Academy you are shaping 

the future with a new model of education 

in China by blending distinctive traditions in 

Eastern, Western, and international education, 

and embracing a world that is dynamic and ever-

changing. As I describe liberal education and 

liberal arts colleges, you will see many parallels 

in our approaches, from academic rigor and 

passionate teachers to focusing on collaboration, 

service, bold thinking and creating world-minded 

citizens.

Today change is happening at a pace not seen 

in human history. Because of the wide array of 

technologies that are advancing at exponential 

rates and converging across the globe, small 

teams can do what was once only possible for 

governments and large, well-funded businesses. 

In a short 15 years, the Internet has changed the 

way we work, shop, communicate, and think. 

Knowledge, which used to be available only to 

the elite classes, is free and available through 

the Internet to almost anyone. Rapid advances 

are also taking place in fields such as artificial 

intelligence, medicine, robotics and genetics. And 

we can hold conversations in real time with others 

around the globe, without getting on an airplane.

It is often said that the second half of the twentieth 

century was an era dominated by left-brain thinkers 

– the skills needed to reach the moon and design 

computers. The left brain is still important today, 

yet now we understand the role of the right brain 

in transforming linear thinking and logic. A clear 

case can be made when you look at how Apple 

surpassed Microsoft in market capitalization, in 

part because design is at the heart of its work. I 

believe that with this intersection of the speed of 

change, globalization, the requirement to think in 

ways we haven’t before, as well as the demands of 

employers, the respect and desire for liberal arts 

education is rising.
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95% of companies 
put a priority on 

hiring people with 
intellectual and 

personal skills that 
will help them 

contribute to the 
innovation of the 

workplace.
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What is a Liberal Arts Education?
In the United States we have come to define liberal 

arts education as an approach to learning that 

empowers individuals and prepares them to deal 

with complexity, diversity, change, and ambiguity 

– the very attributes needed now. This approach 

emphasizes broad knowledge of the wider world – 

science, culture, and society – as well as in-depth 

achievement in a specific field of interest. 

This approach to higher education also helps 

students develop a sense of social responsibility; 

strong intellectual and practical skills that span 

all major fields of study, such as communication, 

analytical and problem-solving skills; and the 

demonstrated ability to apply knowledge and 

skills in real-world settings. So in a world where 

information, ideas and problems know no 

borders, a liberal arts education is in demand by 

people and organizations who want to thrive, and 

to make a difference.

Many students will seek a liberal arts education 

at a liberal arts college, and it is important to 

understand the attributes of such a college. 

College in the United States refers to higher 

education after high school – towards earning a 

bachelor’s degree. It is equivalent to what many 

outside the United States refer to as university. 

The top liberal arts colleges educate only three 

percent of all college and university students 

in the U.S., so they have been less known even 

though they are among the most elite and 

selective colleges in the U.S. and the world.

A liberal arts college is a special type of institution 

whose features include:

• A curriculum grounded in the liberal arts 

disciplines – the Arts, Humanities, Natural 

Sciences, and Social Sciences. 

• Smaller class sizes with an emphasis on 

collaborative learning. 

• A high level of student-teacher interaction at 

the center of which are classes taught by full-time 

faculty rather than graduate student teaching 

assistants. 

• Smaller campuses with more attention given to 

student life and civic engagement – often about 

1,000 to just a few thousand students, with 

almost all students living on campus. We refer to 

broad and deep curriculum they engage in critical 

thinking and explore across disciplines. For 

instance, at Pomona it is not uncommon for our 

students to major in two very different disciplines, 

such as Dance and Neuroscience.

• Strong focus on developing the ability to analyze 

and synthesize information, to connect and 

compare information and ideas across disciplines 

in order to develop problem-solving skills. 

• Signature undergraduate project or thesis that 

provides a strong foundation for more focused 

graduate studies. 

At Pomona nearly 80 percent of our students 

pursue graduate studies within 10 years of 

graduation. This demonstrates how liberal arts 

college graduates are more likely to attend and 

succeed in graduate school. The elite liberal arts 

colleges provide a robust pipeline to top graduate 

schools such as Stanford, Harvard, Yale and 

Columbia. And, liberal arts graduates also are 

disproportionately represented in the leadership 

of the U.S. scientific community. In a recent two-

year period, nearly 20 percent of the scientists 

elected to the prestigious National Academy of 

Sciences received their undergraduate education 

at a liberal arts college.

Why is Liberal Arts Necessary 
For Today’s Students?
So let me dive a bit deeper into STEM – Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Math – as even in 

the United States there is a myth about the best 

place to study STEM fields. What is not well 

understood, but is supported by evidence, is that 

liberal arts colleges are among the best places to 

begin studies and research for STEM fields. 60 

percent of students who begin in STEM fields at 

smaller private colleges stay in STEM fields vs. 41 

percent of students who begin in STEM fields at 

regional public universities. At smaller colleges 

students immediately engage in research and have 

close relationships with expert professors which 

creates research and publication opportunities. 

We know both of these positively affect retention 

in STEM fields.

These points should provide a better 

understanding of what a liberal arts education 

encompasses and lead me to further elaborate 

and connect to why liberal arts education is 

the best match for 21st century students. The 

important problems we face today – from disease, 

Beyond The Gates

Advances in the 
21st century 

are being made 
through critical 

thinking, problem- 
solving...and 
the ability to 
communicate 

clearly and 
collaborate 

across cultural 
boundaries.

this as a residential community. 

• Increased emphasis on interaction between 

faculty and students because of the small class 

sizes and the small community; often faculty 

members also live on campus, truly fostering a 

learning community. 

• Intellectual curiosity is another hallmark of a 

liberal arts education. Students often arrive for 

their first year without a predetermined career 

path or graduate studies in mind. Through a 
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to poverty to climate change and religious 

tolerance – are so complex and far reaching that 

solving them requires contributions from many 

fields. An education that prepares future leaders 

to address these significant challenges and 

questions about a wider world, about complex 

problems, and about difficult choices for global 

citizens and leaders is not simply desirable, it is 

essential. It requires the creativity and innovation 

that are the outcomes of a liberal arts education.

Steve Jobs, creator and CEO of Apple famously 

said “It’s in Apple’s DNA that technology alone 

is not enough. That it’s technology married with 

liberal arts, married with the humanities that 

yields us the result that makes our hearts sing.” 

I couldn’t agree more. Many breakthroughs 

in research, whether in the sciences or the 

humanities or technology, involve bringing ideas 

from one area to bear in another.

Here is an example of this entrepreneurial mindset. 

While Jane Chen was a student at Pomona College 

she majored in psychology, mentored at-risk high 

school students, and spent a semester abroad 

in Nanjing, which kindled her interest in working 

internationally. After reading about villages in China 

hard hit by AIDS, she became a program director 

at a startup that funded and operated projects in 

education and care for children affected by AIDS. 

She then returned to the U.S. to earn an MBA in 

a public policy program at the Stanford Graduate 

School of Business and the John F. Kennedy School 

of Government at Harvard. During her time at 

Stanford, she learned that four million low-birth 

weight babies die each year because they don’t have 

enough fat to regulate their body temperature, and 

they don’t have access to hospitals with high-cost 

incubators. She and several of her fellow students 

at Stanford created a prototype for a new infant 

warmer that costs about US$200 – a fraction of the 

cost of an incubator – and tested it in rural villages.

She went on to found Embrace, a non-profit that 

provides these warmers free-of-charge to families 

in developing countries. Since its launch just 

three years ago, she has been credited with saving 

thousands of lives around the world. I would also 

point out that Matthew Estes, another Pomona 

graduate, and founder and CEO of Babycare 

Ltd., based here in Beijing, also exemplifies this 

problem-solving and innovative mindset. This is 

what a liberal arts education does so well, and I 

would argue that developing these abilities is best 

done at a liberal arts college. And this is also why 

liberal arts graduates are in demand by employers 

who are searching for men and women who can 

grow and lead their organizations.

Although liberal arts colleges account for only three 

percent of all college and university graduates in 

the United States, 19 percent of U.S. presidents 

have been graduates of liberal arts colleges. And 

a Forbes survey found that eight percent of their 

magazine’s listing of the United States’ wealthiest 

CEOs were liberal arts graduates.

Recent research (HART) with top employers who 

are looking to drive innovation at their companies 

lines up with a liberal arts education. Employers 

are increasingly recognizing the value of students 

educated in the liberal arts tradition as they seek 

employees as articulated in these findings:

• 95 percent of companies put a priority on hiring 

people with intellectual and personal skills that 

will help them contribute to the innovation of the 

workplace.

• 93 percent seek candidates with demonstrated 

capacity to think critically, communicate 

clearly, and solve complex problems and say 

those attributes are more important than the 

undergraduate major.

• 91 percent say whatever graduates major in,  

all students should have experience in solving 

problems with colleagues whose views are 

different from their own.

• When asked about the range of knowledge 

and skills that are most important for recent 

graduates who want to pursue advancement and 

long-term success at a company, 84 percent of 

employers said graduates should have both field-

specific knowledge and skills and a broad base of 

knowledge and skills.

• Only 16 percent said they are seeking graduates 

with skills and knowledge that apply to only a 

specific field or position.

While top U.S. liberal arts colleges such as 

Pomona, Amherst, Carlton, and Swarthmore 

continue to serve as models for undergraduate 

education in the 21st century, here in China, 

we want our students to take advantage of the 

growing number of opportunities for study, 

research and internships China has to offer and, 

thereby, to experience the richness and creativity 

of this dynamic culture firsthand. This means we 

must continue to build strong partnerships with 

Chinese institutions of all kinds.

Advances in the 21st century are being made 

through critical thinking, problem-solving, 

the development of analysis and synthesis of 

enormous amounts of information, data and 

ideas, and the ability to communicate clearly and 

collaborate across cultural boundaries. Together 

these important skills bear the fruits of innovation 

and creativity needed to act as global citizens 

to help us solve the world’s most challenging 

problems. That is the true promise of the liberal 

arts and why they continue to rise. I’ll leave you 

with an excerpt from a writing by my former 

colleague, Martha Nussbaum, at the University 

of Chicago: 

“When we ask about the relationship of a liberal 

education to citizenship, we are asking a question 

with a long history...We are drawing on Socrates’ 

concept of ‘the examined life,’ on Aristotle’s 

notions of ‘reflective citizenship,’ and above all on 

Greek and Roman Stoic notions of an education 

that is ‘liberal’ in that it liberates the mind from 

bondage of habit and custom, producing people 

who can function with sensitivity and alertness as 

citizens of the whole world.”
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Office Telephone : 80496008,

E-mail the Admission Office :

admission@keystoneacademy.cn

Visit our website : 

www.keystoneacademy.cn

No. 11 Anfu Street, Hou Shayu, Shunyi 

District, Beijing, P.R China 101318

办公电话：8049-6008

欲了解更多信息 
admission@keystoneacademy.cn

访问网站请登陆 
www.keystoneacademy.cn

学校地址： 

中国北京市顺义区后沙峪镇安富街11号



What if 
  in her and his most formative 

your child’s innate talents were 
discovered,  protected, 

cultivated, 
and brought to full 

potential?

KEYSTONE ACADEMY
北京市鼎石学校

A new WORLD SCHO OL  真正的世界学校  A new MODEL OF EDUCATION IN CHINA  全新的教育模式
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