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AGE 2–GRADE 6

Welcome 				
		
Home!

WE PROVIDE CHILDREN
WITH A SUPPORTIVE
ATMOSPHERE AND
OPPORTUNITIES FOR
SUCCESS IN ORDER THAT
THEY MAY DEVELOP
SELF-CONFIDENCE AND
A LOVE OF LEARNING
WE EMPOWER STUDENTS

2020

TO EMBRACE CHALLENGE
AS THEY FIND JOY
IN LEARNING

2016

2019

ABOUT US

Forsyth School is a leading independent, co-educational elementary school
for children age 2 through Grade 6. Located across the street from Washington
University and Forest Park in the Wydown-Forsyth Historic District, Forsyth
provides an unforgettable experience on a one-of-a-kind campus with
classrooms in six repurposed, historic homes. The challenging and engaging
curriculum fosters independence and prepares students to thrive in secondary
school and beyond.

An Unforgettable Experience
With neighbors including Washington University and Forest Park, many of the city’s best
cultural institutions are walkable resources for Forsyth students. Science classes track biodiversity
and study birds in Forest Park. Art classes visit the Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum and the
Saint Louis Art Museum. Physical Education holds the annual all-school mile run
at Francis Field at Washington University, and sports teams run in Forest Park.
Classes often walk to the Missouri History Museum and the Saint Louis Zoo.

40+

The core of Forsyth’s unique campus consists of six historic homes, acquired
one by one over five decades since 1965. All six houses were built in the
1920s and are listed on the National Register of Historic Places; each has
HOUSEHOLD ZIP CODES
been repurposed and renovated to provide spacious classrooms, a library, and
FROM MISSOURI
lunchroom spaces. With three houses each on the parallel streets of Wydown
& ILLINOIS
and Forsyth Boulevards, the adjoining backyards create a large courtyard area
converted into playgrounds, gardens, and athletic spaces (Sport Court and FieldTurf™
field with surrounding track). Through the years, new construction has augmented Forsyth’s historic
buildings with the Rand Center for Performing Arts & Athletics (and Adventure Center), Falcon’s
Nest (home of the Eyas Program), science labs, and campus-wide infrastructure updates to support
teaching and learning.
Forsyth’s campus promotes independence, responsibility, resilience, curiosity, creativity, collaboration,
and physical activity. More often than not, Forsyth students can be found outside. Kids in different
grade levels play together on Falcon Field, on the Sport Court, in the Big Backyard, and on the
playgrounds. All grades navigate across campus to meet up with their “Little Friends” or “Big Friends,”
check out books from the Library, or report for “the specials”: classes with dedicated specialist
teachers in Languages, Library, Physical Education, Science, and Visual & Performing Arts.
Forsyth’s one-of-a-kind campus supports a culture of challenge and defines the educational
experience as children grow from grade to grade and move from house to house.
In the Adventure Center, the high ropes course and climbing wall challenge kids to stretch beyond
their comfort zones and set lofty goals for themselves. The high beam is reserved for Grade 6
students as a graduation capstone experience.
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Culture of Challenge
Forsyth is a place where personal best counts—in the classroom, on the field, on the stage,
and on the high ropes course in the Adventure Center. Students are encouraged to stretch beyond

their comfort zones with memory mapping, ballroom dancing, arthropod studies, Shakespeare
performances, and more. The curriculum is challenging, but Forsyth students also learn to
challenge themselves, set stretch goals, and reflect on their accomplishments. Here, children learn
that if they work hard, they can accomplish just about anything!

° Forsyth is the only local, independent elementary school with a dedicated
Early Childhood Science teacher.
° Spanish is taught starting in Pre-Kindergarten; some Spanish experiences
are provided in the Eyas Program.
° Latin is taught in Grades 4–6.
° Performances for the entire school community start in Senior-Kindergarten. Shorter
assemblies are performed through Grade 3; longer plays are performed by Grades 4–6.
° Students go to Physical Education (P.E.) classes every other day in Junior-Kindergarten;
Senior-Kindergarten through Grade 6 students go to P.E. daily. The P.E. curriculum includes
everything from African dance to rock climbing to running a mile.
In 2019, Forsyth fully adopted the Responsive Classroom approach to teaching and provided
training for all faculty members. Responsive Classroom is an evidence-based approach to teaching
that focuses on engaging academics, positive community, effective management, and developmental
awareness. Independent research has found that the Responsive Classroom approach is associated
with higher academic achievement in math and reading, improved school climate, and higherquality instruction. The four key domains are engaging academics, positive community, effective
management, and developmentally responsive teaching. ResponsiveClassroom.org
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2017

Forsyth Faculty
The Forsyth faculty is an exceptional group of committed
and creative individuals charged with making the curriculum
come alive in the classroom. The curriculum is written by
faculty committees in each subject area, composed of teachers
across all grade levels, to maintain curricular continuity and
proper growth from grade to grade. Through this process,
Forsyth’s curriculum is continually evaluated and improved.
FACULTY MEMBERS (44)
33 Classroom Teachers, 11 Specialist Teachers
84% have 10+ years of experience
80% female, 20% male
54% hold advanced degrees
18% self-identify as BIPOC
ACADEMIC SUPPORT
Lower School Division Director
Upper School Division Director
Learning Specialist
Counselor (PT)

34%
STUDENTS
SELF-IDENTIFY AS
BIPOC

2020
2015

SPECIALIST CLASSES
Movement & Music | Eyas/Pre-K/Junior-K
Yoga | Eyas/Pre-K/Junior-K/Senior-K
Library | Eyas–Grade 6
Science | Eyas–Grade 6
Spanish | Eyas–Grade 6
Physical Education | Junior-K–Grade 6
Art | Senior-K–Grade 6
Drama | Senior-K–Grade 6
Music | Senior-K–Grade 6
Latin | Grades 4–6

Forsyth School is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with
multiple endowment funds that provide our faculty with the
opportunity to pursue professional development, including
the Mark Sayers & B.J. Williams Endowment for Faculty
Development (est. 2011) and Young Naturalist Fund
(est. 2015). These opportunities serve to enhance the
classroom experience, improve the curriculum, and benefit
the entire faculty-at-large.
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Eyas Program
Forsyth’s NEW Eyas Program for ages 2–3 is designed
to spark curiosity and cultivate a love for learning
and school. Eyas prepares children (age 2 by August 1) for

academic success and social-emotional growth in Forsyth’s
Early Childhood Program and beyond.

2020

Eyas [ ahy-uh s ] noun:

a soft and downy unfledged,
nestling falcon

An expansion of Forsyth’s established “challenge curriculum” for age 3 through Grade 6, Eyas is
more than traditional daycare. Through “purposeful play,” children experience concepts of math,
language and literacy, art, music, science, and Spanish under the guidance of master teachers.
Forsyth is excited to partner with families during this
magical and influential time in a child’s development.
Eyas is housed in a dedicated program space located in the
heart of Forsyth’s one-of-a-kind campus, with easy access
to Forsyth’s Big Backyard, Butterfly Garden, and Rand
Center Gymnasium. Nicknamed the “Falcon’s Nest” in
honor of the Forsyth School mascot, the former stand-alone
Science Center was fully renovated during the summer of
2020 in preparation for Eyas.
There is limited space available for part-time (12:00pm
dismissal) and full-time enrollment. The Eyas Program
follows Forsyth’s school year calendar; children are eligible
for Forsyth Summer Discovery beginning at age 3.
Forsyth School follows the State of Missouri’s age cut-off
(August 1) as a general guideline; however, applicant
placement depends on developmental readiness.
2020

EARLY CHILDHOOD SPANISH

If you stop by Forsyth’s Early Childhood Spanish classes, you’ll find the
students listening to stories, singing songs, and reciting poems in Spanish,
or playing traditional playground games from Spanish-speaking countries.
Spanish Teacher Sarah Harrington knows that during the early years,
students understand more than they can produce—her instruction
encourages students to develop an ear for the language, learn to pronounce
the sounds correctly, and acquire the grammatical structures without the
need for rote memorization. The stories, songs, and other resources are
authentic, so students learn language and culture simultaneously.
6 | FORSYTH SCHOOL

Early Childhood
Program
Welcome to Fillmore House, Forsyth’s Early Childhood Center!
This is the place to begin at Forsyth if you have a child
2020
who is ready for Pre-Kindergarten (age 3 by August 1) or
Junior-Kindergarten (age 4 by August 1). Forsyth’s Early
Childhood faculty are dedicated, experienced, and highly
educated teachers. Specialist classes include Library,
Movement & Music, Physical Education (beginning in
Junior-Kindergarten), Science, Spanish, and Yoga. The
engaging curriculum is a cohesive continuum across all
grade levels, so starting in Pre-Kindergarten or JuniorKindergarten well prepares children for the primary grades.

Fillmore House is set apart from the rest of campus, with
its own playgrounds and gardens—but Forsyth’s youngest
students learn very early on that they are part of the larger school
community. They regularly walk across campus to the Library and
Rand Center Gymnasium, spend time with their “Big Friends” in
Grades 5 and 6, and attend assemblies, plays, and academic events.
There is limited space available for part-time Pre-Kindergarten
(1:00pm dismissal).
Forsyth School follows the State of Missouri’s age cut-off
(August 1) as a general guideline; however, applicant placement
depends on developmental readiness.

JUNIOR-KINDERGARTEN NATURALISTS

20%
STUDENTS SPEAK A
SECOND LANGUAGE
AT HOME

Just one half-mile up the street from Forsyth, you’ll find a unique ecosystem:
the Kennedy Woods Savanna habitat in Forest Park. Here is where you’ll
find Forsyth’s Junior-Kindergarten Science classes in the fall, winter, and
spring seasons. In 2016, Science Teacher Christine Torlina created the
Junior-Kindergarten Naturalist Program, a unit in Forsyth’s Early Childhood
Science curriculum. The children connect with nature during different seasons
to hone their senses and strengthen their powers of observation. The primary
objective is to encourage these young learners to develop a sense of wonder
and respect for all living things.
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On-Campus & Hybrid Learning
Forsyth’s larger campus and smaller enrollment make us uniquely suited to accommodate a
variety of hybrid learning models that incorporate on-campus learning. Located on 4.5 acres in

the Wydown-Forsyth Historic District in the City of St. Louis, Forsyth’s campus comprises six historic
homes and eight total buildings. With three houses each on the parallel streets of Wydown and
Forsyth Boulevards, the adjoining backyards create a large courtyard area for playgrounds, gardens,
and athletic spaces. Over the years, construction and renovations have added the Rand Center for
Performing Arts & Athletics and the Falcon’s Nest, home to Forsyth’s new Eyas Program, to the campus.
With a total enrollment of approximately 365 students and a
faculty and staff of approximately 75 adults, the total number
of people on Forsyth’s campus at any given time is limited
and manageable. Our hybrid learning plan for the start of the
2020/21 school year consists of full-time, on-campus learning
for students in Eyas through Senior-Kindergarten and alternating
half-time, on-campus learning for students in Grades 1–6. This
plan, which also considers those students who have elected for
full-time distance learning, provides for no more than 300 total
people on our campus at any given time.

2020

In addition, campus-wide safety protocols (indoors and outdoors)
now include children and adults wearing face coverings,
practicing physical and social distancing, and washing or
sanitizing hands frequently. Daily home health screenings and temperature checks are conducted
for every person who comes to campus. Visitors (including parents and families) are allowed
on campus by appointment only. New, campus-wide signage supports and promotes our safety
protocols. All employees receive face masks and face shields. One School Nurse is on-site at all times
during regular hours.
Indoors, Forsyth has invested in HVAC upgrades to improve air quality and
flow as well as more electrostatic sanitation units to increase efficiency.
The Facilities Department has developed and implemented enhanced
cleaning regimens and schedules in conjunction with our janitorial
services provider. Classrooms have been set up to maximize physical and
social distancing; plexiglass dividers are used in classrooms with table
NATIVE PLANT SPECIES
seating.
Outdoors, Forsyth has installed several open-air tents to serve
ON CAMPUS
as outdoor classroom spaces. A complex but necessary schedule of space
assignments—including indoor classrooms, outdoor tents, and outdoor
recreation areas—limits interaction and exposure between and among our
learning cohorts comprised of no more than 15 people total (faculty, staff, and students).
The Hot Lunch Program, Extended Day (Before Care and After Care) Program, League Sports, and
field trips requiring transportation have been suspended until further notice.

105
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Distance Learning
Forsyth’s Distance Learning program is designed to provide

a rich and robust educational experience for students who do
not attend school on campus. Forsyth has thoughtfully selected
our digital platforms for Distance Learning, including Clever,
Seesaw (for Lower School students), and Google Classroom
(for Upper School students).
CORE CLASS BLENDED DESIGN

Grade-level teachers create all course materials for the core
subjects with distance learners in mind. Each unit of study has
digital components for all students at that grade level, augmented by face-to-face meetings
(on campus or at home) with the teachers, to ensure that the students understand the content.
Teachers design parallel exercises to suit both On-Campus/Hybrid and Distance Learning students.
DISTANCE LEARNING ADVISORS

Each Distance Learning student is assigned a faculty Distance Learning Advisor in addition to their
classroom teachers. These advisors serve as advocates for Distance Learning students and families,
track student progress, provide feedback to the classroom teachers, and serve as a daily go-to
resource for students while classroom teachers conduct classes on campus.
Teachers post the full week of work each Monday for Distance Learning students and families to
see what is coming, plan for the week, and develop a better understanding of what the student is
doing and why. The student’s Distance Learning Advisor works with them to create an independently
paced work plan for the week ahead.
SYNCHRONOUS VS. ASYNCHRONOUS

Synchronous learning happens “live” online in real time; asynchronous learning occurs
independently, without real-time interaction. Forsyth’s Distance Learning program is designed
to provide multiple daily opportunities for synchronous learning. Meeting times are limited to
30 minutes or less and followed by a short break to breathe, stretch, and refocus.
Each school day is comprised of independent work AND
classes, meetings, or study halls with multiple faculty
members, including classroom teachers, specialist
teachers, and the student’s Distance Learning Advisor.
These classes may include other Hybrid Learning
and/or Distance Learning students. The variety of
small-group and large-group meetings is an intentional
effort to support social-emotional development and
foster connection among students.
2020
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2020

2019

2015

54%

Results
STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES

As the below 2019/20 data indicates, Forsyth
Grade 6 students score significantly above the
national average on the Educational Records
Bureau (ERB) testing.
100 %
90
80

SECONDARY SCHOOL
SELECTIONS

TEACHERS HOLD
ADVANCED DEGREES

Approximately 90% of Forsyth
graduates matriculate to Independent Schools
of St. Louis (ISSL) secondary schools;
10% attend top suburban public schools.
Below is the breakdown of Forsyth graduate
secondary school choices for the past five years,
2016–20.
Total: 227 students (100%)

70
60
50

KEY KEYForsyth School median percentile score

Mathematics 1 & 2

Quantitative Reasoning

Writing Concepts & Skills

Writing Mechanics

Reading Comprehension

Vocabulary

Verbal Reasoning

40

• Independent school median percentile score
School Median Percentile Score
• Independent
Suburban public school median percentile score
Public School Median Percentile Score
• Suburban
National norm median percentile score
• National Norm Median Percentile Score
Forsyth School Median Percentile Score
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°
°
°
°
°
°
°
°
°
°
°

John Burroughs School: 92 students (41%)
MICDS: 59 students (26%)
Public Schools: 22 students (10%)
Whitfield School: 16 students (7%)
Saint Louis Priory School: 10 students (4%)
Visitation Academy: 9 students (4%)
Crossroads College Preparatory School: 8 students (4%)
Chaminade College Preparatory School: 6 students (3%)
Westminster Christian Academy: 3 students (1%)
Villa Duchesne: 1 student
Thomas Jefferson School: 1 student

2017

2019

Our Graduates
GRADUATE SUCCESS

Approximately 25% of Forsyth graduates receive National Merit recognition and other
awards including:
° LMI Aerospace Award for Excellence in Research
° Outstanding Black Scholar Award
° Morehead-Cain Merit Scholarship
° Presidential Scholars Program
° National Hispanic Recognition Program
° Ronald Reagan Leadership Medal
PARTIAL LIST OF COLLEGE ADMISSIONS
American University
Amherst College
Art Institute of Chicago
Boston College
Bowdoin College
Brown University
Bryn Mawr College
Bucknell University
California Institute of Technology
Carleton College
Case Western Reserve
Claremont College
Colby College
Colgate University
Colorado College
Columbia University
Connecticut College
Cornell University
Culinary Institute of America
Dartmouth College
Denison University
DePauw University

Duke University
Emory University
George Washington University
Georgetown University
Grinnell College
Harvard University
Howard University
Indiana University
Kenyon College
Loyola University
Macalester College
Middlebury College
Northwestern University
Pepperdine University
Princeton University
Purdue University
Rhode Island School of Design
Rice University
St. Louis University
Spelman College
Stanford University
Swarthmore College

Tufts University
United States Naval Academy
University of Chicago
University of Michigan
University of Missouri
The University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill
University of Notre Dame
University of Pennsylvania
University of Vermont
University of Virginia
University of Southern California
Vanderbilt University
Vassar College
Wake Forest University
Washington University
Wellesley College
Wesleyan University
Westminster College
Williams College
Yale University
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2020/21 Forsyth Facts
ENROLLMENT

Total enrollment, Age 2–Grade 6 | 365 students
DEMOGRAPHICS

40+ | Household zip codes from Missouri
and Illinois
34% | Students self-identify as BIPOC
24% | Students receive need-based
financial aid
20% | Students speak a second language
at home
SCHOOL HOURS

Before Care | 7:00–8:00am
Arrival | 8:00–8:15am
School Day | 8:15am–3:30pm
		(3:00pm Early Dismissal
		on Thursdays)
Dismissal | 3:30–3:45pm
		(3:00–3:15pm on Thursdays)
After Care | 3:30–6:00pm

84%
TEACHERS HAVE
10+ YEARS OF
EXPERIENCE
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TUITION

Eyas Program: $18,000
Pre-K/Junior-K/Senior-K: $21,450
Grades 1–6: $21,975
Part-time Eyas: $12,000
Part-time Pre-K: $14,650
Three payment plans available,
Tuition Refund Insurance Plan available
° Financial Aid Program & Falcon Fund
for Emergency Financial Aid
(for qualifying families)

°
°
°
°
°
°

FORSYTH ANNUAL FUND

As an independent school and nonprofit
organization, Forsyth is funded by tuition,
fees, and charitable gifts—no tax dollars.
Annual Fund gifts are an essential part of the
commitment our families make to Forsyth.
HEAD OF SCHOOL

Dan Hildebrand
ACCREDITATION

Independent Schools Association of the
Central States (ISACS)
ASSOCIATIONS & MEMBERSHIPS

° Independent Schools of St. Louis (ISSL)
° National Association of Independent
Schools (NAIS)
° Educational Records Bureau (ERB)
° Enrollment Management Association
(EMA)
° Center for Spiritual & Ethical Education
(CSEE)

2019

Optional Programs
EXTENDED DAY

° Before Care | 7:00–8:00am
$7.40 per day
Eyas Program: $1,000 flat rate per year
° After Care | 3:30–6:00pm
$3.70 per half-hour, charged for actual usage only
Eyas Program: $2,500 flat rate per year
° Annual $50 registration fee; no minimum required
AFTER-SCHOOL CLASSES

° Three sessions offered per school year; class offerings
vary each trimester
° Offerings include study hall, science, tennis, martial arts,
dance, yoga, running, math, chess, and more
° Fees range by class and start at $14 per hour

ALL OPTIONAL PROGRAMS HAVE
BEEN TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED
DUE TO THE GLOBAL COVID-19
PANDEMIC
2019

LEAGUE SPORTS

° Offerings include soccer, girls’ volleyball, basketball,
tee-ball, baseball, and softball through the Clayton
Recreation League
$200
per season; includes After Care fee on practice days
°
° Includes league fees and uniforms for season use
VACATION PROGRAMS

° Winter & Spring Break Camps
° Childcare on “no-school” faculty work days
° $3.70 per half-hour, charged for actual usage only
Eyas Program: no additional charge

2020

FORSYTH SUMMER DISCOVERY

° Before Care | 8:00–9:00am
$30 per one-week session
° Camp Program | 9:00am–3:00pm
$275 per one-week session
° After Care | 3:30–6:00pm
$80 per one-week session
° Online registration opens February 1
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2018

Admission Process
2019

ADMISSION CHECKLIST

° Visit Forsyth School
Visit ForsythSchool.org
Contact DeAnn Pomatto, Director of Admission,
to develop your individualized admission process
° Apply for Admission by January 29, 2021
Visit ForsythSchool.org
Complete the Admission Application online
Complete the Visiting & School Records Release online
Submit $85 application fee
° Apply for Financial Aid by January 29, 2021
Visit ForsythSchool.org
Complete the Financial Aid Application online through
FACTS Management Grant & Aid (if applicable)

2019

INTERACTION, OBSERVATION, & ASSESSMENT

All applicants must complete an interaction with Forsyth’s
Director of Admission and/or classroom teachers. Format and
details for each interaction depend upon the student’s age and
ability to meet in person or online.
CONTACT

DeAnn Pomatto, Director of Admission
314.726.4542 | Admission@ForsythSchool.org
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Application Information
APPLICATION DATES

° Admission & Financial Aid
Application Deadline
Friday, January 29, 2021
° Admission Testing:
Applicants to Senior-Kindergarten
Saturday, February 20, 2021
8:30–10:00am OR 10:30am–12:00pm
° Admission Testing:
Applicants to Junior-Kindergarten
Saturday, February 27, 2021
8:30–10:00am OR 10:30am–12:00pm
NOTIFICATION DATES

° Independent Schools of St. Louis (ISSL)
Common Notification Date for 2021/22
Friday, March 12, 2021

° Independent Schools of St. Louis (ISSL)
Common Decision Deadline for 2021/22
Friday, April 2, 2021

24%
STUDENTS RECEIVE
NEED-BASED
FINANCIAL AID

FINANCIAL AID

° Financial aid applications are due
January 29, 2021.
° Financial aid is available for qualifying
families through a grant program. Needbased awards are determined by Forsyth’s
Financial Aid Committee.
° Families are required to apply for financial
aid online through FACTS Management
Grant & Aid. All information is kept strictly
confidential.
° For the 2020/21 school year, the average
financial aid award was nearly $7,500;
approximately 24% of students received
need-based grants.
° Regarding divorce or separation, the
Financial Aid Committee considers both
parents’ assets before making any award.
° Families who qualify for and receive
financial aid receive 50% off Extended Day
(Before Care and After Care) fees plus
a percentage reduction on League
Sports fees.
° There is no financial aid available for the
Eyas Program.
The financial situation of all families varies,
so the Financial Aid Committee considers
each application individually. In general,
families with a combined annual income
of less than $150,000 typically receive some
tuition assistance.
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6235 Wydown Boulevard
St. Louis, MO 63105
314.726.4542
ForsythSchool.org
@ForsythSchool
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SOLAR PANELS ON
THE RAND CENTER
ROOF

