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Distance Learning Gets Real by Cassandra Wybenga 

Due to the coronavirus, 
teachers began learning how to 
teach online. Mrs. Sharla Wal-
ters, sixth grade teacher, said 
that she has been doing many 
different things to prepare. She 
has been going to teacher train-
ing sessions, collaborating with 
her teaching partner, and pre-
paring videos and lesson plans 
using OneNote. When asked the 
question, how do you feel about 
teaching online, Mrs. Walters 
said, “It is challenging, but it’s 
an adventure and I am going to 
do the best I can do.” All of the 
teachers and students will be 
figuring out what works and 
what doesn’t work together. At 
the elementary, many of the 
younger students don’t have an 
email account or computers, so 

some of the teachers chose to 
send home packets and use 
packets instead of doing vide-
os. All elementary teachers are 
using OneNote to post assign-
ments. The tricky part is get-
ting completed assignments 
back from students. For this 
reason, two containers were 
placed outside of the office at 
the elementary so that parents 
can drop off completed assign-
ments. The junior high/high 
school is taking a different ap-
proach to distance learning 
than the elementary, but the 
teachers at both campuses are 
working hard to understand 
how to give us the best educa-
tion possible at home. 

 Lately, there has been a 
new virus going on in the world. 
The name of this new virus is 
Coronavirus. All schools are now 
closed in the state of Washing-
ton. Since we cannot stay out of 
school for that long, schools are 
now doing online learning until 
April 24th. This is very new to 
the majority of people and most 
are excited to try this out. Belle-
vue Christian is using a Mi-
crosoft application called Teams 
to teach all their students im-
portant learning.  
 Many businesses have 
had to temporarily close because 
customers are afraid of having 
contact with too many people 

and possibly getting the virus. 
My parents work as dentists, and 
they are still working every day. 

The reason for this is because 
they wear masks on their faces 
and wear gloves on their hands 

not to spread any germs. People 
think it is much safer to be 
around them for these reasons. 

The Coronavirus has affected 
many of us and we hope there 
will be a cure found soon. 

Wash Your Hands 
by Anahit Khachatryan 

Mrs. Graves’ remote classroom 

Mrs. LeClair’s remote classroom 
Photo: Mrs. LeClair  
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The Long Days         
by Boston Borg 

 With all these days at 
home, many people have very 
different opinions. “We get to 
sleep in and play in the morn-
ing,” says Three Points student 
Beckett Borg. When asked what 
he didn’t like about it, Beckett 
responded, “I can’t play with all 
my friends at recess and lunch.” 
Taking school from home im-
pacts everyone. “We get to use 
our computers more often!” Bod-
ie, a BCS student exclaimed, 
“but, I can’t see my friends in 
person.” Telling me about the 
downsides of it, Bodie says that 
he can still use Teams to chat 
with and call his friends because 
he can’t be with them. With this 
all going on though, many people 
lose track of time. When asked 
when his recess ended so he can 
go to class, Beckett said “I don’t 
know.” He says he likes it be-
cause, “I can talk when the teach-
er is talking and she can’t hear 
me.” When asked what makes 
online learning hard, Beckett 
says, “I don’t really know how to 
use a computer well.” He also 
says that, “I can’t ask questions if 
I’m confused,” because he 
watches a video, and the teacher 
can’t hear them. When asked the 
same question, Bodie said that, 
“It’s difficult because we have 
never done it before.” As you can 
tell, the students of Three Points 
like online learning in some 
ways, but dislike it in others. 
That is the Three Points opinion 
about these at-home days. 

The Big Breakout by Grace Wasenmiller 

We all know about the Coronavirus. It’s a big deal, but what 
we don’t realize is how much families are having to adjust in their 
everyday lives. Costco is only letting 250 people in the store at a cer-
tain time. They also won’t allow anyone to purchase any item from 
the store without a ticket. Every other checkout is closed to keep 
people away from each other. Let alone that, there is an officer keep-
ing people in one line and employees walking around the store keep-
ing people six feet away from each other. They are also wiping down 
the checkout after every customer pays for their currently valuable 
items. 
 Let’s not even get to talking about the isolation and incon-
venience this breakout has caused. Italy will not let people leave 
their homes for any reason. Sergio Mattarella, the president of Italy, 
has shut down almost every shop in Italy. Although, Italy’s residents 
have found joy in the whole crisis. Even when they can’t go out of 
their apartments, they stand on their porches and play songs while 
dancing. They have hope that “tutto andra bene” which means that 
everything will be okay. 
                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Italians dance to music and shout "tutto andra bene." This means "everything will be al-
right" 

 In this hard time, we need to have hope that “everything will 
be okay.” Try to leave your home as little as possible, don’t be in 
contact with people other than your family and wash your hands 
every time before you eat.  
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Band—What do they do Now? by Ryder Brickman 

 Since the outbreak of the coronavirus, everyone has freaked 
out and doesn’t know what to do. People don’t want to leave their 
home and schools got shut down. But what happens to the kids that 
had their school closed? They do one of two things, they either 
switch to online school or they just don’t have school. Bellevue 
Christian switched to online school. The band program has cancelled 
all its concerts for the rest of the year. So, what does JH 4th period 
band do during 4th period when they have no concerts? Cameron Ge-
sell, a seventh grader, says that they just play for fun and there’s no 
rush to play the song perfectly. Logan Pope, a seventh grader, says 
that he likes band better now that there’s a lot of stress removed. 
Benny Williams, also in seventh grade, said he likes band a lot better 
now that they just play for fun. Since there are no concerts for the 
year band is time to have fun and learn to play new songs.  

Life Behind the Curtains by Sonya Melman 

Mrs. Amy Shockey, JH 
choir and drama teacher, has a 
passion for working with drama 
students, “You don’t have to be 
a good actor to join drama and 
do well. We improve as we go 
through the semester together,” 
says Mrs. Shockey. I have expe-
rienced that in my time in drama 
so far. I came being nervous 
when performing and not doing 
well. I can now see improve-
ments in my skills, and I feel 
more comfortable making a sce-
ne look good. There are many 
terms and skills that you learn 
throughout the learning or dra-
ma. They are very important if 
you want to improve your confi-
dence, leadership and acting 
skills. Articulation is very im-
portant because it means to 
speak loudly and clearly, which 
makes it more professional and 
entertaining for the audience. 
Emotional expression is im-
portant to make the character 
look real and entertaining.  

Mrs. Shockey’s deep 
hope for all drama students is 
“Through theater we would 

share important messages 
through performances with our 
audience”.  She believes that 
the Bible is a good example of 
how stories are important, and 
in theater we are telling stories 
and learning how to communi-
cate them well. She is very 
proud of the first semester dra-
ma students, they pulled off an 
awesome production of Cin-
derella and the Substitute 
Fairy Godmother even though 
they missed many rehearsals 
and having the production al-
most get canceled. I recom-
mend JH drama in many ways 
with it being a leadership and 
acting growth place. It gives 
you an opportunity to do some-
thing big for yourself and the 
people around you. If you are 
considering joining drama, do 
yourself a favor and join the 
awesome community of lead-
ers! 

The memory project: 
“Making the world 
kinder through art”    
by Isabelle Shao 

 The Memory Project is 
an organization that helps other 
organizations give valuable  
artwork to vulnerable youths. 
Ms. Fiechtner, Junior High art 
teacher, helps the organization 
by having her students draw pic-
tures of the youths. “Personally, 
it is very important to me be-
cause my own children were 
vulnerable youth before we 
adopted them. I know something 
like this would have been such a 
blessing and excitement for 

them because they had no pho-
tos of themselves from their ear-
ly years.” she stated.  Ms. 
Fiechtner has been doing the 
project for more than ten years, 
and to her, “It brings joy and 
shows youth that they are loved 
and seen and known.” With no 
photos of their past, hand 
sketched pencil portraits made 
by other youths would make a 
big impact on their lives. It 
brings the creators of the por-
traits closer to God, because 
they see how a simple act of 
kindness can change someone’s 
day. 
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Student Council 
Hot Chocolate 
Stand by Josh Kidd  

 I love hot cocoa. Espe-
cially on a cold day full of work 
and getting called on by teach-
ers. That’s why it was really cool 
of the Student Council to have a 
hot chocolate stand during lunch 
in front of the gym on Wednes-
day, Feb 19. The organizers 
were Grace Wasenmiller and 
Andra Smith. They did this with 
the help of the whole Student 
Council who ran the stand, mak-
ing and passing out hot choco-
late. They do events like this to 
make school more enjoyable for 
students, including themselves. I 
asked Grace Wasenmiller, who 
organized the event, what her 
favorite part about Student 
Council is, and she said that it is 
planning and organizing events 
like this. I also asked if there 
would be more events like this in 
the future, but that information is 
classified *wink*. You never 
know when the Student Council 
will strike again with another fun 
event like the hot chocolate 
stand. I guess we’ll find out soon 
enough. 

Basketball        
Tournament           
by Mason Hill  

Nathan Wasson and Lo-
gan Pope, student council 

members, organized a fantastic 
2-on-2 student basketball tour-
nament, which took place in the 

BCS gym during lunchtime on 
Wednesday, March 4. Logan 
and Nathan worked very hard 

to put on such a great event. 
Logan told me he would defi-
nitely run another if possible 

but with some minor changes. 
It took them about 2 weeks of 
hard work to plan. The tourna-

ment was an overall big suc-
cess. There were 7 teams that 
participated. Ultimately, Tris-
tan Drummond, Trey Hodo and 

Mason Hill were the tourna-
ment winners. The winners 
each received a $5 deli card in 

prize monies. It was a success. 

Kahoot!            
by Ben Cunliffe  

We all had lots of fun 
with the Kahoot tournament. 
Fun can come in packages such 
as trivia or group socials and 
wacky names. With that, Ethan 
Chang has volunteered to give 
his thoughts on this great activi-
ty presented by Student Coun-
cil. 

Ethan, did you enjoy this 
event? “Yes I did is was a fun 
thing to do.” 
Did you make it to the leader-
board? “No I didn’t,” he said. 
Even though you didn’t win did 
you enjoy your self? “Even 
though I didn’t win, I enjoyed 
the experience.” Did you under-
stand the questions the game 
was asking of you? “Most of the 
questions I understood, but 
some where a bit of a chal-
lenge.” Any additional notes? 
“I thought that it was well orga-
nized by the Student Council,” 
he said. 
 Thank you, Ethan, I 
think that we can all relate to 
this for most of the questions 
and the work the Student Coun-
cil did was amazing. So, thank 
you for the fun experience that 
you gave this school. 

8
th

 Graders Register 
Now by Brielle Weedman 

 8th graders, have you reg-
istered for high school classes 
yet? Well, if you haven’t here 
are some things to know. The 
core classes for high school are 
the same as junior high: English, 
Math, Social Studies, Science, 
and Bible. As for the electives 
there are many more choices of-

fered in high school than junior 
high. There are things like Engi-
neering Design, Creative Writ-
ing, Sports Performance, and 
many more. But, don’t forget 
there are some required elec-
tives to graduate including four 
art credits, four modern lan-
guage credits, four PE credits, 
and four other electives. One 
cool thing about the PE credits 
is that body conditioning, team 
sports, and strength training 

count! Remember, before you 
register you must fill out your 
new four year planner and in-
put it in RenWeb. If you have 
accomplished that you are 
ready to register. There is no 
official deadline, but make sure 
to get it done. All registrations 
will be online this year and you 
will get an email from your 
counselor regarding how to 
register.  
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Game Design and Development                  
by Justyn Peterhans  

 With the dawn of the new 
semester comes a new class: 
Game Design and Development. 
Taught by Mrs. Walker, this 
class meets during 5th period in 
room G 108. There are eight stu-
dents in the class overall, split 
into groups of two. An average 
class schedule starts with attend-
ance being taken, and Mrs. 
Walker checking in on the small 
groups progress. She then an-
swers any questions the students 
might have, and then lets the stu-
dents work. Project managers 
inform their group on what the 
focus is going to be on for that 
day, and then students get to 
work on what is ahead for the 
day. While the students are 
working, Mrs. Walker circulates 
through the groups, troubleshoot-
ing problems they might have, 
answering questions that came 
up after the first round, and en-

sures that groups are making 
progress. Then, before class 
ends, team managers see the 
progress the group has made, 
and informs their group what 
they must do next class. Angus 
Pulkka, one of the eight stu-
dents, said, when asked why he 
chose the exploratory, “I chose 
it because I was interested in 
game design and wanted to 
know more.” He recommends 
this class to anyone interested as 
a, "Way to get your creativity 
out, and make something you 
want to make.” He believes it 
had an impact on his life in how, 
“It taught me how to collaborate 
with others, and it helped teach 
me how to communicate more 
effectively.” Angus has enjoyed 
his time so far in this class, and 
thinks he’ll glean good memo-
ries from taking this explorato-
ry. Hopefully others can share a 
similar experience. 

Rising Tide Awards  
by Andrea Johnson 

 Have you ever wondered 
what goes on behind the scenes 
of the Rising Tide Awards? Mr. 
Olson, the Jr. High Principal 
writes,” I don’t want to be a typi-
cal junior high; I want to be one 
which makes a sincere effort to 
honor God and bless each other 
with the choices we make.” Of-
ten our school continues efforts 
to be a bright, God loving school. 
To further push us in our grow-
ing ways. “I wanted to recognize 
those students who are consist-
ently and consciously helping 
everyone in the junior high with 
their leadership and impact. I 
want those students to be our 
leaders, and to be recognized by 
their peers as such.”  That’s why 
it’s important to have an event 
like this, to recognize students 
making an impact with us and 
our school.  
 Mr. Olson gets hundreds 
of votes for the rising tide award, 
“I start reading the emails and 
copy and paste student nomina-
tions into Word, adding to a stu-
dent’s profile each time. I ended 
up with eight pages of nomina-
tions.” In the end he picks the 
winners by the “Volume” and 
“Depth” of the votes for them. 
He says, “The Principal’s 
Choice Award is an attempt to 
recognize students who are lead-
ing in many areas.”  
 Mr. Olson writes, “I’ve 
been struck by the honor and 
praise students are showing when 
they nominate their peers. In this 
last round, kids were nominating 
kids in other grades and were 
recognizing students who are not 
always seen as leaders” It’s in-
credible how kind our communi-
ty is. Be a leader and maybe 
you’ll win the Rising Tide 
Awards next time. 

Mr. Olson, Rising Tide Award Winners: Matthew Morin, Alex Fernandez-Kim, 
Chengyang Song, Justus Loving-Williams, Roman Venti, Dani Snyder, Lexi Sala-
zar, Maggie Stepanian  Photo: Mrs. Graves 
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 Before school was moved 
online, on 3/10 and 3/11, about a 
quarter of the seventh graders 
performed a scene from the story 
A Midsummers Night’s Dream 
written by William Shakespeare. 
The story mainly takes place in 
the forest, but other than that, the 
beginning and end of the story 
are in Athens. “The beauty of 
Shakespeare is that you can set it 
in any time period and it still 
works,” says Mrs. Graves, sev-
enth grade English teacher.  Mul-
tiple scenes from throughout the 
book would’ve been acted out, 
instead, only a few were pre-
formed due to the change in how 
we do school. But nevertheless, 
those scenes performed were 
great! Each act would last about 
3-5 minutes, with each and every 
word spoken from the story. Mrs. 
Graves enjoys teaching this unit 
for its silliness and fun. Her fa-
vorite scene is Act 5 scene 1 
which is called the play within 
the play, where one of her favor-
ite characters, Nick Bottom, per-
forms as Pyramus, one of the 
main characters. A Midsummers 
Night’s Dream is a great book, 
and Mrs. Graves suggests, 
“When everything returns to nor-
mal there is free Shakespeare in 
the park each summer at Luther 
Burbank Park on Mercer Island. 
It’s always a lot of fun and great 
way to see more plays.” 

Acts of            
Shakespeare  
by Zach Faley 

The Mechanicals (period 1) Trey Hodo, Garrett Bold, Conner Banach, Brock 
Huber, Chengyang Song, Logan Pope  Photo: Mrs. Graves 

Pyramus most gallantly kills himself for love. Ryder Brickman, Benny Williams, 
Ben Cunliffe (period 6)  Photo: Mrs. Graves 
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BCS Boys Select       
by Drew Penberthy 

 The BCS boy’s 7th grade 
select team just ended their suc-
cessful seven-month season. 
Coached by Patrick Foster, the 
team met for practice every 
Tuesday and Thursday at the 
main Campus gym at Bellevue 
Christian in Clyde Hill. Every 
season the team enters a tourna-
ment called the, “Peak League 
Tournament” The past two sea-
sons, the team has won this tour-
nament. This gives them a 
chance to enter the State Tour-
nament 

Due to COVID-19, more 
popularly known as the Corona-
virus, the State Tournament was 
canceled. This was a very unfor-
tunate event that cut the team’s 
season short. The city of Spo-
kane decided that it was unsafe 
to have the players compete with 
the deadly virus going around. 
However, this will not stop the 
team from joining next season. 
The virus may have canceled 
this season but so far has not 
canceled the next. When next 
season does come around, the 
team will be back and better 
than ever.  

Has the Junior High Been A Rising Tide?  

by Tessa Burnett 

 Junior High is full of ups and downs, but what can we do to 
keep the tide up? Great friendships are made in Junior High. It’s im-
portant that we make these friendships healthy and long-lasting by 
being kind and helping to improve the Junior High. We all have our 
own ideas on how to be a leader and we can come together to lift 
each other up. 
 Students all around the school have great ideas about the im-
provements of Junior High. Sachi Culver, a seventh-grade student, 
says she thinks the Junior High’s improvement is based on the friend-
ships and closeness of the students. She says the students continually 
find more things they have in common and they grow together. Sachi 
states that the improvement of Junior High is very important to her. 
She thinks as the days go by as a student and classmate getting along 
with each other is more and more important because of the relation-
ships built at BCS. Anahit Khachatryan, a seventh-grade student, also 
has ideas about the improvement of Junior High. She thinks that the 
Junior High could improve on building each other up and always be-
ing kind to each other. She also thinks that in order to accomplish this 
she can think positive to make sure she isn’t bringing anyone down. 
There’s a lot the Junior High is doing right, but there’s always some-
thing we can work on. Stay positive and be kind! 

Not Just Another Book by Ryan Hansen 

 Even though we are home from school, that doesn’t mean 
that the library is not accessible. Many students will now have 
even more time to read. Better yet, students can take advantage 
of BCS library eBooks. Shout out to BCS for doing such a great 
job with the online organization of eBooks. The eBook library is 
organized and ready for readers to jump in and read.  

The library added a number of books to Sora, an app for 
eBooks and audiobooks. These books should fascinate big read-
ers. eBooks are accessible at bit.ly/bcsebooks. Pam Johnson, Li-
brarian added 100 new eBooks! Books include Twenty Thousand 
Leagues Under the Sea, Call of the Wild, Little Women, Anne of 
Green Gables, Dracula and Alice in Wonderland. So, get out 
there and take advantage of the eBooks that are now available.  

https://bellevuechristian.sharepoint.com/sites/Section_24568/Student%20Work/Working%20files/Ryan%20Hansen/Newspaper%20Article/bit.ly/bcsebooks
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The History of St. Patrick’s Day by Mia Hawley 

 Saint Patrick was a saint of Ireland. He was born in Roman, 
Britain and was kidnapped at 16 years old to become a slave. He es-
caped and went back to Ireland to convert Irish people to Christiani-
ty. He used the shamrock to explain the holy trinity.  
 St. Patrick’s Day became big in America because of Irish 
immigrants. It is celebrated on March 17. As more and more Irish 
people came into America, they realized that they could have politi-
cal power. They started to organize a voting block called the “green 
machine”, which is why we wear green on St. Patrick’ day. Every 
year they would host a parade. In 1948, President Harry Truman vis-
ited a parade, which was a proud moment for Irish immigrants, and 
Irish Americans. 
 Soon, traditions started to spread across America. People 
started wearing green on St. Patrick’s Day. The myth of the lepre-
chaun was more common and was associated with St. Patrick’s Day. 
In Chicago, a famous tradition is to dye the Chicago river green. 
Many states have parades and parties they celebrate on the day. On 
St. Patrick’s Day you will see green everywhere!  
 Many countries around the world celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. 
The main ones are America, Canada, Australia, and of course, Ire-
land. Other countries away from Ireland, such as Russia, Japan and 
Singapore, all have St. Patrick’s Day traditions. Common foods to 
eat on St. Patrick’s Day are, corned beef, soda bread and cabbage. 
 Citations: History.com 

The Secret Life of Mr. 
Schrader by Evan Mellin 

Have you ever wondered 
what teachers do while the stu-
dents are having a day off and 
having fun? Well after question-
ing a teacher I found some an-
swers. Mr. Sam Schrader said, 
“On my days off, I like to do a 
wide variety of things. I live in 
Seattle, so I like to go on long 
walks to various cafés, 
bookstores, record stores, and 
museums.” When he is not 
walking around Seattle, he 
wakes up at 5:00 am and gets to 
school at 5:45am. Mr. Schrader 
says now the biggest difference 
in the online learning is that in-
stead of students coming into his 
classroom and talking to him in 
person he is now talking to them 
and they are asking him ques-
tions through a computer screen. 
He says, “schools without stu-
dents are like museums without 
exhibits: it’s weird.”  

Mr. Sam Schrader  

The B hall is quiet 
these days. Make sure 
to wash your hands 
and stay safe! 
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Disney Plus released its 
newest original movie Stargirl 
Friday, March 13th. This highly 
anticipate movie for many did 
not disappoint. One among the 
many reasons this movie has 
been awaited is due to the inspir-
ing story of its starring actor 
Grace VanderWaal,  

The film opens with a 
young man, Leo, telling his 
childhood story.  Leo flashes 
back to memories of his father’s 
devastating passing, which leads 
Leo and his mom to a small town 
in Arizona in hopes of a fresh 
start. As soon as he gets to his 
new hometown, he becomes the 
center of attention. In order to 
avoid being bullied, he leaves his 
happy, confident, one of a kind 
self behind and simply blends in 
to be like everyone else. One day 
this “blending in” mindset of 
Leo’s is shaken to its core. This 
is the day Stargirl arrives as a 

new student at his school. 
Stargirl reminds him of some-
one he once was, before he 
was bullied. She opens a part 
of Leo’s heart to believe in 
himself and utilize his gifted 
singing voice, passion for mu-
sic, and love for his father, 
memories that have been hid-
den away for years. The movie 
says, “why be ordinary when 
you can be extraordinary? 
Things don’t need to be real or 
magical, they can be both.”  

Stargirl will lead its 
viewers to a place of intrigue 
much like Leo experiences, as 
well as to a place of inspiration 
which unlock places in one’s 
heart that have been long for-
gotten and given up on.  
Stargirl will leave its viewer 
reminded of the unique value 
of each life and the signifi-
cance of when people come 
together, they do something 

extraordinary as a whole.  This 
movie transforms the way one 
carries themselves. Too often 
people seem to live in two ex-
tremes, either they think too 
highly of themselves or they 
think less of themselves, and 
both produce negative results. 
Stargirl is a reminder of what it 
looks like to see value in your-
self as well as use that confi-
dence to breathe value into the 
lives of others.   
 This movie reminds us to bold-
ly walk in the grace that unique 
design put on our lives by God 
knowing that He is with us eve-
ry step of the way, never push-
ing us past our limit, but into all 
we were created to be to impact 
this world for good.  

Stargirl by Roman Venti 
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