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 Jimmy Valentine -  Innocent or Guilty? by Jenna Miller 

 On November 6th and November 7th, the seventh grade English classes participated in a mock trial. 
It was based off a story that was read during class called “A Retrieved Reformation” by O. Henry. “A Re-
trieved Reformation” is a story about a man named Jimmy Valentine, a former criminal who changed his 
ways because of love. The trial was held in order to decide whether Jimmy would be declared innocent 
and allowed to return to his new family or be declared guilty and sent to jail. Two of the classes declared 
Jimmy guilty, one of the classes had a hung jury, and one of the classes declared him innocent.   
 Before the trial, each student was assigned a role in the court. The roles were Jimmy, a detective 
named Ben Price, Jimmy’s fiancée, Jimmy’s father-in-law, the judge, the defending attorney, the prose-
cuting attorney, and the members of the jury. During the trial, the prosecuting attorney could bring up ei-
ther Jimmy’s fiancée, Jimmy’s father, or Ben Price to question. Then, the defending attorney could ques-
tion whoever the prosecuting attorney had brought up or dismiss them and bring up Jimmy to question. 
Only then could the prosecuting attorney question Jimmy. After the trial, the jury would go outside to de-
cide Jimmy’s fate.           
 In one of the trials, things got a little out of hand. At first it went smoothly, but then the defending 
attorney attempted to provide false evidence, which raised several eyebrows. The defending attorney also 
disrespected the judge, which resulted in a debt of several hundred dollars. The prosecuting attorney also 
became increasingly unhappy when the witnesses were unable to provide enough evidence on their behalf, 
and the judge had to call for order several times. After the trial, when the jury members were deciding 
what would happen to Jimmy, several arguments broke out between certain members of the trial, and they 
had to be reprimanded. 
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Night of Fun         
by Andra Smith 

Capture the Crew was a 
very fun event. It was a perfect 
way to start off the year with a 
community building opportuni-
ty. Megan Lemery, one of the 
two leaders of this event, said 
that it ran very smoothly, and 
she thinks that everyone enjoyed 
it. Planning an event takes hard 
work according to Megan. Some 
of the things she had to do were 
make the game, the rules, and 
get the supplies. Megan pointed 
out that the rules were new, so 
they were easy to bend. We 
should thank Megan and the 
whole student council for mak-
ing this fun event and putting all 
this hard work into it. One of the 
reasons that Capture the Crew 
was so helpful to our school is 
that Megan said that after the 
event, she noticed people laugh-
ing, having fun, and being hap-
py. She also saw people hanging 
out with people they don’t nor-
mally hang out with. Megan said 
the idea of Capture the Crew 
really helped build community 
at our school by getting people 
more involved. She noticed that 
though some people weren’t 
friends with each other yet, they 
still enjoyed playing the game 
together. As a result of the com-
munity building, Megan saw 
people being good sports and 
they were also happy when they 
won. Megan says that she be-
lieves that building community 
is very important because it gets 
people involved in school and 
they step out of their comfort 
zone with people they maybe 
hadn’t met yet. Megan says that 
the ice cream was a big hit and 
that you should all come to the 
next night event. 

You’re Invited to You’re Invited!        
by Calleia Neal 

 Sofia Soderberg, an eighth grader in student council, has 
come up with the amazing idea for a place to meet up, named You’re 
Invited! You’re Invited is based off the well-known “Come sit with 
us” idea. Sofia came up with the idea in the summertime. She was 
thinking of how the school could build community in the Junior 
High. One night she had a dream about turning the square tables into 
circular tables so everyone would feel included. From that point on, 
You’re Invited was born! You’re Invited was made for people who 
might feel lonely at lunch or at any time throughout the day. Andra 
Smith, a seventh grader in student council, who is working with So-
fia said that “They could be surrounded by a bunch of people, but 
still feel lonely. It’s a mental thing, not physical.” If you decide to 
join You’re Invited, you will meet in the LRC or a classroom, then 
just talk and make some friends! And no teachers will be present 
during this event so it will just be classmate to classmate. It takes 
place on long lunches on Wednesdays and Fridays, so come on 
down, You’re Invited! 

Social and Gaming Club by Tatum Ford 

 

 The social and gaming club is led by Mrs. Kemp, the 7th 
grade social studies teacher. In this club, people find board games 
or card games to play like Guess Who and Chess. Students get to 
socialize and have fun. This club is in room B106 in the B hall. The 
social and gaming club is a normal club held during the school day 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  
 Mrs. Kemp says, “The main idea for this club is for students 
to build community and for people to socialize with each other.” 
She said that kids should join this club if they are hoping to social-
ize with others and interact with people they normally wouldn’t talk 
to. Mrs. Kemp explained that this club is special because there are 
no cell phones to distract people because of the Yondr pouches.  
 This writer has attended social and gaming club and agrees 
with Mrs. Kemp that this is a club to join if you are hoping to so-
cialize with others. This club can get quite loud with everyone talk-
ing and having fun so it is not recommended for someone who 
would like a nice quiet club. Despite the noisiness, this club can be 
very relaxing by just playing games and talking to others. If you are 
hoping to be in a club with a fun environment with lots of other 
people then this club is for you. 

It’s Game Time! 
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Mrs. Sunshine by Samantha Ratterree 

 Has anyone ever wondered who the wonderful person that 
greets them at the front office is?  Mrs. Lindor smiles big for every-
one to see! On November 8th, Mrs. Lindor kindly let me interview 
her with her busy schedule.  

Mrs. Lindor’s favorite part of her job is interacting with each 
and every person at this school. Something she shared with me is that 
she has three children, loves dogs, and has a yorkie named Zoey. 
Mrs. Lindor is a kind loving and heartwarming person.  
 Her favorite bible verses are John 16:33 and John 14:27. John 
16:33 says “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have 
peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world.” John 14:27 says “Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let 
your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” No wonder Mrs. Lin-
dor is a great ray of sunshine!  
 Mrs. Lindor works at the front office Monday through Friday. 
She starts at 7:45 AM and finishes at 3:45 PM.  Something most peo-
ple don’t know about her is that she loves to bake, cook, watch mov-
ies, read, and spend time with her kids. Mrs. Lindor loves walking 
her yorkie named Zoey. If Mrs. Lindor smiles at you smile back. 
This will make her day. 

The Library, a Fun Place That Has More Than You’d Expect by Owen Feneis 

 Mrs. Pam Johnson has 
worked in the BCS library for 
seven years now and has learned 
a lot in that time frame. After 
being interviewed, she shared 
some information many people 
might not know about her. She’s 
mostly there to help students do 
things like find books for certain 
papers and help students log on 
to the computers. She also helps 
the teachers with lots of things 
too.  
 To find more ways to 
help and be a better librarian, 
Mrs. Johnson is currently en-
rolled as an online student at the 
University of Washington. One 
fun fact about Mrs. Johnson is 
that she owns a U-pick blueber-
ry farm! She and her husband 
work the farm that has lots of 
diverse types of blueberry’s. 
Along with the blueberry farm, 
Mrs. Johnson also has a sun-
flower farm, some horses and a 

miniature donkey. The horses 
are both twenty years old and 
the donkey is a rescue donkey. 
 In the library, there are 
new things to be seen. There’s 
stuff like board games, art pro-
jects, and computers to do your 
work! Mrs. Johnson included 
the board games in the library 
because she thought it would 
help pass time, plus they’re 
fun! Mrs. Johnson accepts any 
suggestions for themes, books, 
and library ideas.  
 You know Mrs. John-
son now, but did you know her 
before? She used to be a tech-
nical writer, but after twenty 
years of stressfully writing, she 
couldn’t deal with the stress. 
She started helping in the li-
brary and immediately fell in 
love with it. She then got a job 
at BCS as a librarian and now 
she works here! When she was 

a child, she liked books but 
never thought she would be a 
librarian, but things have 
changed. Now she is studying  
to get a master’s degree in li-
brary science. A librarian’s job 
is quite exciting. 
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JH Boys Basketball Off to a Great Start by Charlie Moe 

 The junior high boys basketball season began two 
weeks ago, and all three teams have started the season on a 
positive note going 2 for 3 in their first three games so far. 
The JH teams consists of three teams with players with vary-
ing levels of experience and skill. D1 has the most experi-
enced players while D3 players are the least experienced. All 
three teams won tough road games against University Prep 
and Cedar Park Christian before suffering their first losses the 
week before Thanksgiving. 
 A point guard on the D2 team Nathan Wasson said, 
“The first few games against Cedar Park and U Prep were a 
piece of cake compared to Overlake. Our team just needed to 
be more intense at the start of the game and rebound more.” 
Another player on the D2 team, Bryce Ryan who is a point 
guard/ shooting guard said that, “In every practice and game 
we get closer to God as a team and as individuals. My coach 
has taught me that God is more important than any sport and how to 
have confidence when I have the ball.” Robert Drummond a shoot-
ing guard on the D1 team indicated that good ball handling is the 
key to the Vikings maintaining their winning record this season. 
When asked if he ever got nervous when he had the ball, he said, 
“Yeah, all the pressure is on you during the game.” 
 The future looks bright for the Vikings. The 
players interviewed have an average of 4.5 years of 
experience coming into the season. They understand 
they need to work hard in practice and stay focused on 
game day to accomplish their goals. Best of luck 
against Seattle Academy this week… GO VIKINGS! 

Nathan Wasson, Joe Gregory, 
Quinn Myhre Photo credit: 
Mrs. Clark 

Conner Sapp, Quinn Myhre, Brett 
Olson Photo credit: Mrs. Clark 

Sean Ball, Charlie Moe, Maddox Ness,  
Ben Katzenberger         Photo credit Ms. 
Ilyes 
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Finishing First 
Quarter by Alex Fernandez-Kim 

The end of first quarter. A 
miracle for students, a relief for 
teachers. “It was, in many ways, 
a normal start of the year. There 
are a lot of good things,” said 
Mr. Mike Olson, the assistant 
principal of the school Bellevue 
Christian. Because there was a 
normal start, overall there were a 
lot of “good things” coming from 
it. Mr. Olson also says the Junior 
High can improve by 
“Tightening habits,” such as 
“Chapel behavior, being on time 
to class, and getting better with 
Commons cleanup.” He believes 
we can improve a lot more by 
doing better with these things. 
Mr. Olson also has advice for the 
new Junior High kids to make the 
best of each quarter. He claims 
we can “Intentionally make goals 
to focus.” What Mr. Olson means 
by this is that when we set goals 
for ourselves, people don’t get 
distracted. He also thinks that “If 
everyone is committed to the 
school, everyone is growing.” 
Mr. Olson means that if we set 
goals for ourselves and focus on 
them, people are more committed 
to the school, and if everyone is 
committed, then the whole 
school grows. The first quarter 
was normal and good, but the 
Junior High can work on improv-
ing, and making goals for our-
selves. 

Why the Average School Day Should Be 

Shorter by Megan Woodruff 

 School should be four hours instead of six. Four hours of 
school would give students the ability to focus better in class, im-
prove the quality of work on their homework, and remember materi-
al better. Peter Senge, a famous businessman, once said “Many chil-
dren struggle in schools… because the way they are being taught is 
incompatible with the way they learn.” I took from this that many 
children have trouble focusing in school. They struggle with the long 
classes, and it would be easier if the seemingly everlasting classes 
weren’t so long after all.  
 First, children would be able to focus much better. Par-
ents.com states that children have attention spans of about two to 
five minutes times their age. For example, a thirteen-year-old could 
have the attention span of twenty-six minutes to an hour and five 
minutes. Our class periods are one hour and twenty-three minutes. 
That’s over the limit and breaks between class periods are fleeting.  
 Second, children’s homework quality would improve. If chil-
dren have more time to work on the homework, they can think 
things over more thoroughly. They can also take their time to make 
things look nicer. Many children have after school activities, and a 
shorter school day can make the time for homework in between 
those activities. Presently, children only have around one to six 
hours for homework a day, not including other things they need to 
do.  
 Third, children would remember material better if the school 
days were shorter. They would have more time to study and think 
about it after school. With so much going on in so many classes, it 
tends to be difficult for children to remember all the material they 
need for homework, or for studying. Children could think about their 
studies more thoroughly after school, therefore remembering the ma-
terial better. 
 Lastly, children who attend schools with shorter days would 

do much better than children with long school days. Children could 
focus better, increase the quality of their homework, and remember 
material more accurately.  

First Semester 
Ends   

January 31, 
2019 
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Upcoming 
Events  

 
12/ 13 D1 & D3 V. TBCS 
 
12/14 D2 @ TBCS 
 
12/18 Early release 
 
12/18 D1 v. NW  
 
12/19  Instrumental      
Christmas concert.  
 
12/20 D2 & D3 @ SAAS 
 
12/20 JH/HS Christmas 
Choir Concert  
 
12/21 JH Community Day 
 

Celebrating Our 
Veterans by Matthew Morin 

 We celebrate Veteran’s 
Day every year on November 
11th. Also known as Armistice 
day, Veterans day celebrates 
both the cease fire that ended 
World War 1 and the veterans 
that have served our country. 
Most people celebrate Veterans 
Day with fond memories or a 
minute of silence. If not that, 
some people don’t go to work, 
and all students don’t go to 
school. Bellevue Christian 
School did what every other 
school does, take the day off. 
Even though Veteran's Day was 
on Sunday, Bellevue Christian 
and all other schools took a day 
off on the Observed Veteran’s 
day. The Observed Holiday is 
basically taking a day off on the 
weekday even if the holiday was 
on the weekend. That’s Veter-
an's Day! 

Much Ado About Nothing by Bella Escobar 

 A comedy and a BCS play, Mr. DeYoung said this was one of 
best BCS plays yet... it’s Much Ado About Nothing. “A knee-
slappin’ comedy set in the 1870s in Pasadena California. It has love 
and romance, lies and deception, with Hero and Claudio, Beatrice 
and Benedick, Don Pedro, Don Juan, Sheriff Dogberry, and more!” (-
BellevueChristian.org). The cast practiced five days a week from 
3:15 to 5:30 and at the final week they stayed until nine or ten. Eli 
Dell’Osso who played Balthasar, said, “Overall the whole cast did 
amazing and it was a good time,” and, “Mad props to Aidan Harris, 
Hope Lockwood and all the mains for working their hardest and do-
ing an amazing job.” Eli also added that during the final showing one 
of the mains entrances was late so Hope Lockwood, Aidan Harris, 
and Joe Heinemann had to improvise for around five minutes talking 
about Benedick and Beatrice and how they should get together and 
mocked them too. Eli said that this was an awesome experience and 
Eli can’t wait for the next one! 

The cast of Much Ado About Nothing  

Next Junior High  
   Drama Production— 

Our Teacher is an Alien 
 
January 17, 18, 19, 2019  


