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Motocross Madness  
by Tyler Pelts 

 Motocross is an amazing 
and dangerous sport that Gus 
Oslund, a seventh-grade student, 
does. Motocross is a race while 
on motorcycles. The race is dan-
gerous, as jumps and obstacles 
can lead to injury, paralysis, and 
even death. The races can hap-
pen anywhere in the world dur-
ing the summer. Gus has been 
taught (by his Dad) to use body 
movements to ride. Gus’ dad has 
experience in motorcycles and 
has started to teach Gus’ little 
brother how to ride.  
 Gus rides because “Its 
fun and I like doing it.” Gus 
shows devotion to riding by 
practicing whenever it is sunny. 
He practices at his house and in 
California. When riding there 
are many obstacles and each is a 
chance to pass other riders or to 
fall behind. At the national level 
there are 18 super cross races, at 
the amateur level there are thou-
sands of races each year. Gus’ 
description of motocross is “A 
competition between people on 
motorbikes on a track.” With 
each obstacle there is a risk of 
falling off your bike and getting 
run over by other racers or 
crashing. Gus is brave for doing 
Motocross. 

 Lauren Derheim, a seventh grader, dances at Ignite Dance 
and Yoga in North Bend for an after school activity. She has been 
dancing since she was 4 years old. She first fell in love with dance 
when she went to a summer dance camp. She has loved it ever since. 
Now, she dances every day of the week, for 20 hours a week. That is 
just the time it takes to practice. It’s even more time when she has a 
competition. That doesn’t leave much time for homework. She says 
she does some of her homework in the morning. She loves dancing 
so all of the time is worth it. She is very good. Lauren does tap, jazz, 
ballet, hip hop, contemporary and production (musical theatre). She 
is also self-taught in ballroom dancing. Her favorites are tap and con-
temporary. She likes to be able to learn and practice new moves. She 
also loves expressing herself. It doesn’t always go perfectly. She 
once whacked her duo partner in the face with her legs. She said that 
she was sorry and they kept going. Lauren has learned that she can’t 
give up, no matter what. She was very sick at her first Nationals. She 
didn’t want to miss 
out on a the “Dance 
Down.” It’s a big 
competition where 
they teach everyone 
a dance and you 
compete as a solo. 
There were about 
200 people and she 
was going to be the 
194th dancer. She 
made it through, got 
to the Finals, and 
was the third best 
out of all of them! “I learned that I can never stop trying. I always 
have to try my best, no matter what situation I am in.” Lauren plans 
to keep on dancing with the hopes of one day making a career out of 
it.  

Dancing Queen by Jenna Owen 
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The Big Jump by Taylor Franklin 

Monday, March 12th at 7:00 PM was when the eighth graders 
learned about their big trip up to High School. This event included 
choosing classes and learning about the challenges in High School. 
All these things are a big jump for the eighth graders at BCS, but also 
an exciting moment for them. 

Mr. Olson, our Junior High Principal, had a few things to say 
about the transition into High School. "The Eighth Graders need to 
realize that in High School grades count for college." said Mr. Olson. 
"They need to work extra hard to prepare for these challenges." This 
event helped them learn about the challenges of High School and pre-
pare for those challenges." Mr. Olson is excited for the Junior High-
ers to become High Schoolers. He hopes that that they can do their 
best in High School. 

Gabe Eilers, an Eighth grader, also had a few things to say 
about the transition into High School. "I feel like the teachers will 
really expect more out of us than Junior High did. They will expect 
us to learn the content and pay more attention in class without teacher 
help." said Gabe. "I feel like I really need to prepare for these chal-
lenges and hope for the best."  

From grades to behavior, many things matter in High School. 
All the eighth graders have the correct information to succeed and 
will be encouraged by the people around them. Great things wait for 
these, soon to be, High Schoolers  

JH Student takes 
HS Classes  
by Brett Olson 

Cameron Kato is an 8th 
grader, but he is also in high 
school. He is in a high school 
math class with Mrs. Orona in 
6th period. He says that this class 
and Biology give the most home 
work. It is a high school class so 
that makes sense. He has taken  
high school courses for two 
years now, because he was in 
10th grade math in 7th grade. He 
says that it is, “Difficult to stay 
up to the standards.” He and Jo-
seph Qian are the only junior 
high students in the class. This is 
not the only high school class 
Cameron is in, he is also in high 
school biology. 

Delicious Pasta Related Contest by Marianne Ma 

On March 14, the JH 
foods class hosted an official 
pasta contest. It took place in 
B103 with BCS staff as judges 
and the Foods students as the 
cooks. “The purpose of the con-
test is to help students learn and 
use the knowledge from food 
class to prepare a meal with 
budget planning and making a 
recipe,” said Mr. Kuiper the 
teacher of JH Foods. The pasta 
was made by four groups each 
with their own taste. The pastas 
were then graded on taste, look, 
and creativity after the judges 
voted on it. 

The contest was fun but 
there were accidents. During the 
cooking part there was burnt 

chicken, sticky pastas or un-
used materials. And the low 
budget of $15 to buy materi-
als added even more pressure 
on some groups but in the end 
the four types of pastas tasted 
great and hopefully all groups 
earned themselves a good 
grade.  
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Junior High Ensemble by Gavin Hill 

James Gibson is an 8th grader at BCS and is  in the Jr. High 
band. The band had a special Spring concert on March 10th, featuring 
the Jr. High band ensemble. James plays the French Horn, an unusu-
al instrument which requires a lot of practice and skill. James is the 
only French horn player in the Junior High band. For the Spring con-
cert, each student was required to participate in the group perfor-
mance and performing solo was optional. A solo is when a musician 
plays alone before a panel of judges. James played in two groups and 
as a soloist on March 10th. He substituted for a person who was ill, 
and he played with his regular group. James performed with his reg-
ular group “Arraignment of Brandenburg Concerto II” and he per-
formed “Morceau De Concert” as a solo. People often say that prac-
tice makes perfect and James practiced a lot! James practiced often 
at home and in the given time in class.  

During concerts, James said that he enjoys playing in groups 
but prefers playing as a soloist. He said that being on stage and hav-
ing an audience listen to him play is like scoring a touchdown in the 
Super Bowl or hitting a homerun in the World Series. James de-
scribed the feeling of adrenaline being so high that he can hardly re-
member it. James’ mom recorded his performances, so he can listen 
to how well he performed. He shared with me that he loved the piece 
he played because there are so many ways the music can be per-
ceived, and the audience will hear something new every time. James’ 
favorite part about band (besides playing music) was getting to see 
all his friends, socializing, and getting to go out to eat with his close 
friends after playing. The band ensemble was filled with laughter fun 
and praise to God through music. Music can bring us closer to God 
in so many ways. The next time there is a band function or ensemble 
stop by and watch the kids spread the word of God through their 
amazing talents.  

JH bands 4th Band 
Concert by Abby Moehring 

 Kaitlyn Novak is a 7th 
grader and is a part of the junior 

high band, and they had a con-
cert  on Thursday the 
22nd .  That was their 4th con-

cert. The concert was held in 
The Commons. Kaitlyn is also a 
part of a solo ensemble group 

which performed "I hope we 
don't mess up!" She said that 
she was pretty nervous for her 

ensemble group because they 
need to work on getting the 
right tones. Also they needed to 

work on the balance between 
different parts. Turns out every-
thing went just fine! which she 
was excited about. One song 

that she was really looking for-
ward to playing was called 
“Implacato” she really liked this 

song because it had a "very 
deserty feel, it also has a lot of 
accents, and stacatos.  The con-

cert was from 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m. The concerts are always 
free and there are plenty of good 

seats!   

Nerdbullies Coming Soon by Cooper Hubbard 

The Junior High drama class is going to be performing Nerd-
bullies on March 28h at 11:20 and 11:40 in the LRC. Ashton Becker 
is a performer in this semester’s play. Ashton didn’t want too many 
lines in the play because he wants to be more prepared and not be on 
stage so much. He is thinking about being an actor when he grows 
up. The reason why Ashton Becker chose drama class was because 
he acted out scenes in English class and people said that he should 
join drama class this semester.  

Ashton said that whenever a play is about to start he will be 

nervous because he will be speaking and acting in front of a bunch of 
people. Family and friends will be watching him that day cheering 
him on. So, when the play ends he will feel happy about doing drama 

class and be prepared for the next drama play! We will all be won-
dering what will the next play be?   
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New 8th Grade Bible Teachers by Isaac Britton 

 Mrs. Ibarra is one of our junior high teachers here at Belle-
vue Christian.  She has been teaching for fifteen years, and this is 
her first here at BCS.  She became a Christian at the age of seven 
but sadly went astray. Fifteen years ago she realized she needed the 
Holy Spirit in her life. Mrs. Ibarra will be teaching three sections of 
eighth grade Bible class. She is looking forward to growing in the 
word of God and to lead students in that journey. During the se-
mester she will be on a course to teach spiritual discipline to the 
students and even for herself.  Her favorite thing about teaching 
Bible is simple but powerful; it’s sharing the word of God. Her 
deep hope for this Bible class is that each student will see that they 
are a part of God’s kingdom on earth, hear God’s voice, be drawn 
to Him, and know their purpose. 
 Ms. Steffen will also teach one section of eight grade Bible 
class. She has been teaching for thirty years and twenty six of them 
have been at BCS.  She became a Christian in ninth grade and ever 
since she has lived in God’s word.  Ms. Steffen is looking forward 
to diving into the New Testament with the kids and showing them 
God’s great works.  Her favorite thing about teaching Bible is 
showing the students God’s word and how he can work in their 
lives.  Ms. Steffen’s deep hope for this Bible class is for them to 
mature in the word of God because He loves us, and she wants to 
grow with them.  Both of these teachers cannot wait for the awe-
some journey with the students. 

New Junior High 
Chaplain by Olivia Turpin 

Chapel Leadership 
Class:  
Back Row:  
Mr. DeWit, Caden 
Tuscon, Brett Olson 
Front Row: Cianna 
Brady, Katie Alteio, 
Sarah Alteio, Kate 
Finch, Olivia Tur-
pin, Kiki Wang 

 Mr. DeWit is the new 
chapel leader for the Junior 
High. Mr. DeWit likes leading 
the chapel team and said that he, 
“loves seeing how students in-
teract with each other and how 
their ideas come together to plan 
a chapel and lead the student 
body in worship.”  He has 
grown in his relationship direct-
ly with God because of being the 
chapel leader. With the first 
chapel he was a part of he 
learned to trust the chapel team 
with the chapel and it gave Mr. 
DeWit peace knowing that it’s 
all in God’s hands. 
 Welcome to the team 
Mr. DeWit. 
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 Track and field, can’t believe they’re that fast! They can 
hurdle, they can run, they can do everything. The Track team is 
made up of many talented runners. One of them, Gavin Hill, is a 
seventh grader who loves running. Gavin enjoys running with all 
his friends at the Bellevue Christian track. His favorite part in 
track and field is running the 100-meter dash, the 400-meter dash, 
discus, high jump, long jump, and javelin. His goals for this year’s 
track and field is getting faster and having fun. He signed up for 
track and field because he wanted to be part of a Bellevue Chris-
tian sports team and he loves running. The track team has started 
practices this week and he said that his favorite coach is veteran 
track coach Mrs. Alicia Adams. Gavin Hill loves track.  

Gavin Hill believes that he can spread God’s word through 
track because he can give the glory to God. He also said that track 
is a competitive sport and it can sometimes get out of hand and 
hard feelings can come along and that happens in all sports. He 
said he can be kind, and at the same time be competitive. 

Hope this track season will be great for Gavin Hill and all 
the Bellevue Christian track and field members.  

Run, Jump, Throw! by Stephen Martin Only Two        
by Nick Dishart  

St. Patrick’s Day by Ella Hay 

 Recently there was a holiday called St. Patrick’s Day. It is cel-
ebrated on March 17. The crazy thing is that most people don’t even 
know why we celebrate this holiday or why it was invented. But St. 
Patrick’s Day is celebrating a great Christian who spent his life con-
verting people to Christianity. The reason we celebrate him on March 
17 is because that is the day he died. He died at the age 73 in 461 AD. 
The holiday is named for Patrick and he was a Saint. therefore, we 
have St. Patrick’s Day. He is kind of like the Irish version of Santa. 
There are many stories about him like the story that claims he was 
kidnapped by pirates and sold away to another country. Stories that 
say the crazy things he did are similar to Santa stories we have today. 
We celebrate it with silly traditions like wearing green and pinching 
people, but it was really created to celebrate a great man’s death. 
Happy late St. Patrick’s Day. 

Josiah Clark and Bren-
nan Marlow, both seventh grad-
ers, are the two members of the 
junior high wrestling team. The 
team has been practicing since 
early February every day after 
school in the MPR. Their sea-
son ended last weekend with a 
big tournament. Josiah Clark 
shared his thoughts about his 
first year as a wrestler. What 
made you join the team? “I 
joined wrestling because it’s a 
good sport that requires muscle 
which I have, but you can even 
do it if you’re not that strong.” 
Next year they need some more 
people on the team so why 
should anyone join? “It builds 
muscle and Christian virtues.”  
What’s so great about the wres-
tling? “My favorite part about 
wrestling is that it motivates 
you. Getting pinned doesn’t 
hurt but getting pinned or taken 
down usually motivates you to 
do better.” Next year, they 
would love to have more people 
sign up.  


