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Pre-K and Younger
The Book Hog, Greg Pizzoli
 
The book hog loves books -- the way they look, the way they 
feel, the way they smell--and he'll grab whatever he can find. 
There's only one problem: he can't read! But when a kind 
librarian invites him to join for storytime, this literature-loving 
pig discovers the treasure that books really are.pig discovers the treasure that books really are.

Recommended by Abby Lyon, LS Library Assistant

Over and Under the Pond, Kate Messner
 
In this book, readers will discover the plants and animals that 
make up the rich, interconnected ecosystem of a mountain 
pond. Over the pond, the water is a mirror, reflecting the sky. 
But under the water is a hidden world of minnows darting, 
beavers diving, and tadpoles growing. These secrets and many beavers diving, and tadpoles growing. These secrets and many 
others are waiting to be discovered over and under the pond.

Recommended by Blair Exter, LS Assistant Librarian

If Sharks Disappeared, Lily Williams
 
Even though sharks can be scary, we need them to keep the 
oceans healthy. Unfortunately, due to overfishing, many 
shark species are in danger of extinction, and that can 
cause big problems in the oceans and even on land. What 
would happen if this continued and sharks disappeared would happen if this continued and sharks disappeared 
completely?

Recommended by Blair Exter, LS Assistant Librarian



Early Elementary (K-2nd)

Rabbit and Bear Series, Julian Gough 
& Jim Field
 
Gorgeously illustrated and with a classic feel, this is a 
brilliantly funny story of a rabbit and a bear who discover 
that things are always better when they're shared with 
a friend.a friend.

Recommended by Blair Exter, LS Assistant Librarian

Adventures of Frog and Toad, Arnold Lobel
 
Meet Frog and Toad as they discover the true meaning of 
friendship. Sometimes it is not so easy, like the day that Frog 
goes off by himself, leaving Toad to worry that he's lost his 
friend. But whether they're in Frog's garden or Toad's house, 
or even in Toad's unusual dream, Frog and Toad are always or even in Toad's unusual dream, Frog and Toad are always 
best friends.

Recommended by Diane Fuller, Director of Libraries

Magic Tree House Series, Mary Pope Osborne
 
Meet Jack and Annie! Jack and his younger sister, Annie, are 
just regular kids. But when they discover a tree house in the 
woods, something magical happens. Jack and Annie are whisked 
back in time to the Age of Dinosaurs, a medieval castle, ancient 
pyramids, and treasure-seeking pirates.pyramids, and treasure-seeking pirates.

Recommended by Abby Lyon, LS Library Assistant



Upper Elementary (3rd-5th)

Smile, Raina Telgemier
 
Raina just wants to be a normal sixth grader. But one night 
after Girl Scouts, she trips and falls, severely injuring her two 
front teeth. What follows is a long and frustrating journey 
with on-again, off-again braces, surgery, embarrassing 
headgear, and even a retainer with fake teeth attached. And headgear, and even a retainer with fake teeth attached. And 
on top of all that, there's still more to deal with: a major 
earthquake, boy confusion, and friends who turn out to be 
not so friendly.

Recommended by Abby Lyon, LS Library Assistant

If We Were Giants, Dave Matthews 
& Clete Barrett Smith
 
Fourteen-year-old Kirra must summon the courage to face her 
own mistakes before she can help save her peaceful community 
from a gigantic threat.

Recommended by Blair Exter, LS Assistant LibrarianRecommended by Blair Exter, LS Assistant Librarian

Not My Idea, Anastasia Higginbotham
 
Not My Idea: A Book About Whiteness is a picture book about 
racism and racial justice, inviting white children and parents 
to become curious about racism, accept that it's real, and 
cultivate justice.

Recommended by Faith Ward, Middle School LibrarianRecommended by Faith Ward, Middle School Librarian



Middle School (6th-8th)

The Vanderbeekers of 141st Street,
Karina Yan Glaser
 
The Vanderbeekers have always lived in the brownstone on 
141st Street. It's practically another member of the family. So 
when their reclusive, curmudgeonly landlord decides not to 
renew their lease, the five siblings have eleven days to do renew their lease, the five siblings have eleven days to do 
whatever it takes to stay in their beloved home and convince 
the dreaded Beiderman just how wonderful they are.

Recommended by Cat Harris, MS Library Assistant

The Wednesday Wars, Gary D. Schmidt
 
In this Newbery Honor-winning novel, Gary D. Schmidt offers 
an unforgettable antihero. The Wednesday Wars is a 
wonderfully witty and compelling story about a teenage boy’s 
mishaps and adventures over the 
course of the 1967–68 school year in Long Island, New York.course of the 1967–68 school year in Long Island, New York.

Recommended by Diane Fuller, Director of Libraries

The Constitution Decoded, Katie Kennedy
 
Ever wonder why the president has a Cabinet? Why there’s 
such thing as trial by jury? Why someday you’ll have to pay 
income tax, or why there are no Dukes, Duchesses, Counts, or 
Countesses in the United States? Because the Constitution 
says so – and so much more. In says so – and so much more. In The Constitution Decoded, the 
ideas, concepts, and rules that make America, are unpacked 
and explained in detail to help all of us.

Recommended by Faith Ward, Middle School Librarian



Young Adult 

Truly Devious, Maureen Johnson
 
New York Times bestselling author Maureen Johnson weaves 
a delicate tale of murder and mystery in the first book of a 
striking new series, perfect for fans of Agatha Christie and 
E. Lockhart.

Recommended by Alice Garten, US Library AssistantRecommended by Alice Garten, US Library Assistant

Frankly in Love, David Yoon
 
As Frank falls in love for the very first time, he's forced to 
confront the fact that while his parents sacrificed everything to 
raise him in the land of opportunity, their traditional 
expectations don't leave a lot of room for him to be a regular 
American teen. Desperate to be with Brit without his parents American teen. Desperate to be with Brit without his parents 
finding out, Frank turns to family friend Joy Song, who is in a 
similar bind. Together, they come up with a plan to help each 
other and keep their parents off their backs.

Recommended by Diane Fuller, Director of Libraries

Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You, 
Jason Reynolds & Ibram X. Kendi
 
Through a gripping, fast-paced, and energizing narrative 
written by beloved award-winner Jason Reynolds, this book 
shines a light on the many insidious forms of racist ideas -
and on ways readers can identify and stamp out racist thoughts and on ways readers can identify and stamp out racist thoughts 
in their daily lives.

Recommended by Alice Garten, US Library Assistant



 Fiction

Disappearing Earth, Julia Phillips
 
Disappearing Earth enters with astonishing emotional acuity 
the worlds of a cast of richly drawn characters, all connected by 
the crime: a witness, a neighbor, a detective, a mother. We are
transported to vistas of rugged beauty and into a region as 
complex as it is alluring, where social and ethnic tensions have complex as it is alluring, where social and ethnic tensions have 
long simmered, and where outsiders are often the first to be 
accused.

Recommended by Penny Power, Cataloger

Washington Black, Esi Edugyan
 
Unexpectedly chosen to be a family manservant, an 11-year-old 
Barbados sugar-plantation slave is initiated into a world of 
technology and dignity before a devastating betrayal propels 
him throughout the world in search of his true self.

Recommended by Rebecca Scott, US Library AssistantRecommended by Rebecca Scott, US Library Assistant

The Vanishing Half, Brit Bennett
 
The Vanishing Half follows the lives of two twin girls, both 
light-skinned Black girls, who run away from home at the age of 
sixteen. Desiree marries a dark-skinned Black man and has a 
child, while Stella lives her life passing as white. The book tracks 
their lives across generations, as their lives branch away from their lives across generations, as their lives branch away from 
each other and yet remain intertwined. 

Recommended by Melissa Da, Lower School Librarian


