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Welcome!
MONTHLY QUOTE: IF YOU CANNOT DO GREAT
THINGS, DO SMALL THINGS IN A GREAT WAY -

Team:
LET US INTRODUCE OURSELEVES

NAPOLEAN HILL
We have expanded as a committee this year! Not only have
Welcome back to The Lighthouse: The ISG Newsletter.

we increased in members within secondary school, but we

Having started during quarantine we're back after a well

have commenced in primary as well. Each month there will

deserved summer break, in school with precautions!

be a new issue with the same components but different
topics within them, making them different each month.

We have loads prepared for you this month: The Amazon

There is always room for change and progress so there will

Fires, facts about Brazil, a short interview with members

certainly be additions or takeaways!

of the school, our historical location the Casina
Vanvitelliana, Marie Curie as our scientist of the month

The team (in this issue): Valeria Fassone, Elizaveta

and our recommendation pages with a book, TV series and

Katiushina, Lidia Bulatova, Sofia Brunamonti Binello and

films.

Francesa Ellis, we hope to expand in the upcoming month.
We are a collaborative and determined team to bring you

The newsletter this year has changed in comparison to last

the best every month!

year, but all for the better we hope!

If interested in joining contact: vfassone@isgenoa.it

Amazon Fires: Have
we reached the
Tipping Point?
WRITTEN BY VALERIA FASSONE

The Amazon in Brazil has once again commenced with
raging fires which causes the rainforests destruction,
where scientists believe could potentially reach a point
of no return. Most environmentalists and educated
people have blamed President Jair Bolsonaro after his
20 month governance for these fires, as he does not
seem to be taking appropriate, successful action. Most
of these fires have been caused by illegal means as
stated by Tasso Azevado who was the former head of
Brazil’s forest service and coordinator of MapBioman.
Meaning that due to land-grabbers and ranchers who
are searching areas to transform into their own
agricultural enterprises, the number of areas set on fire
have

increased.

Bosonaro

has

been

accused

of

encouraging development on protected lands, from the
pressure domestic and international, he issued a 120day moratorium on July 15 which had stated to ban
fires in the Amazon and Pantanal (world's largest
wetland)- this was utterly ignored through the results in
data as the amount of fires remained at the same level.
The government also initiated Operation Green brazil 2
in May- where armed forces were mobilized to fight
deforestation

together

with

federal

environmental

agencies and local police forces, but once again this
failed to stop the destruction.
In 2019 devastating fires in the Amazon had already
occurred but after 29,307 fires having been recorded in
just the last month in the Brazilian Amazon, 2020
statistics were the worst in the span of the last 10
years. The more areas are burnt and the more
deforestation that occurs, the more grasslands for illicit
cattle and soy-growing operations. Furthermore, in the
period of January to July 2020, deforestation in the
Amazon has reached an area of 1.830 square miles.

Now, what can you do? Spread the news!
Donate! Here is a link in which you can sign
a petition: Abaixo-assinado · O Pantanal
importa! Precisamos acabar com as
queimadas!, every little action counts and
as an influence on the entirety of the
problem.

Some scientists have described this situation to have
shown the rapidity that a tipping point will be
reached. This is when the rainforest will not be able
to produce enough rain to sustain itself and gradually
die and become a Savannah. This will have global
impacts but even more so in South America. The
amazon acts as a cooling system, it is able to
influence the global temperature and rainfall
patterns as it absorbs carbon Dioxide- the increase
in fire does the opposite. The initial symptom felt
from this deforestation will be the longer duration of
dry season, commencing in brazil but later spreading
to neighboring countries in South America including:
Paraguay, Uruguay and Argentina. The lack of rainfall
will be affecting the agricultural industry, which
several companies rely on in South America. It is
expected that the deforestation would ultimately lead
to the average temperature in Brazil to increase by 2
degrees and 0.25 degrees globally.
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Brazil and Brazilian
Portuguese
WRITTEN BY ELIZAVETA KATIUSHINA

Brazil is a beautiful country full of trees accompanied
by other types of plants including fruits and
vegetables; located in South America. It is the world’s
fifth largest country and the sixth most populous. It
has a population of 209.5 million people as of 2018
and an area of 8.516 million km². It’s capital is Brasilia.
It is very well known for its most famous carnival in the
world- the Pão de Açúcar mountains in Rio de Janeiro
(Image 1), its stunning long beaches and the great
weather. Brazil is very warm most of the time as
around 60% or more of it is located within the tropics-

Image 2

no wonder lots of people would love spending their
vacation in Brazil.
The language spoken is Brazilian Portuguese. You may
be asking yourself right now, “Why is Portuguese
spoken in Brazil?” and the answer is simply that Brazil
was a Portuguese colony. Before Portuguese
colonization of Brazil, the language spoken there was
the language of the Tupinambá Indians which made
up most of the population back then.
The most popular sport played in Brazil is, without a
doubt, soccer. Brazilians are very eager about the
sport, Brazilian teams often appear among the top
contenders for the World Cup. Some of the most
popular football players of all time such as Pelé,
There are many interesting Brazilian traditions out
there, such as the following:
Capoeira, which came to Brazilians during the
difficult times of slavery. It’s a physical fight
imitating dance that was performed to disguise
the religious celebrations that were happening
around the Brazilian coast.
Festa Junina is a party that happens sometime
during the Brazilian winter (June-August) where
everyone gets together dressed as cowgirls or
cowboys
and
dances
the
traditional
choreography: Quadrilha.
Churrasco, a type of barbecue where the cook
will only use salt to prepare the meat.

Ronaldo and Rivaldo are all Brazilian.
Many people around the world love Brazilian food.
Some of the most popular traditional Brazilian foods
are: feijoada (rice and beans), a type of cheese bread
called pão de queijo and for dessert a very sweet
candy with condensed milk called brigadeiro (Image 2).
Brazil is also well-known for its exotic fruits such as:
the Cashew apple fruit called caju, passion fruit called
maracuja, açai and many others. As for drinks,
Brazilians enjoy some Erva-Mate (a type of tea), a
bottled drink called Guaranà, coffee and the famous
alcoholic cachaça.
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Back to School...
Physically!
WRITTEN BY LIDIA BULATOVA

How does it feel to be back to school after online
learning?
Mrs. Boiardi: “Thank you so much for asking. It feels
absolutely wonderful to be back to school after online
learning. I think we have all learned that learning is a
social activity, and while there's so much that we can
do with technology, I hope that students, colleagues
and I are able to continue to take advantage of some of
the technology skills that we acquired while we were on
lockdown. The real beauty of learning comes when you
can sit with somebody else, interact live and engage
with others whether it is one other person, a few other
people, a group or a class. It is absolutely wonderful
that we can be back here at school.”
Bianca Lazzereschi, 11th Grade:“It’s great to be back
at school. I’m very happy as we are doing face to face
learning and not e-learning, since I personally prefer
interacting directly with my peers and teachers. It is
easier to understand like that, as well as clarify
confusion and ask further questions, which is even
more important for our starting year of the IB. It is also
fantastic to be back with my friends and classmates, as
I did miss that social engagement during the lockdown.”
Francesco Nespolo, 8th Grade:“I feel really happy to
be back at school because I really missed seeing my
friends everyday. It was very different to learn online,
since in the end you are there alone at a desk talking to
a computer screen. Being finally able to see my friends
directly, I think that this school year will be nice.”

What do you think about the measures taken by
the school in response to the pandemic?
Mrs. Boiardi:“I really appreciate the measures that
have been taken by the school because I think they
have been respectful not only of the local community
and our particular environment, but also thinking
broadly about our international community. So I feel
that they have been studied very seriously and very
thoughtfully. Lots has been done to make sure that I
as a staff member am safe and that the students are
safe. I feel like everybody is doing their best to try
and live with these measures, even though not
everybody likes the masks, we don’t enjoy them, but
everyone realizes that it is a great opportunity to
show that we can be respectful and responsible
towards others by wearing them around the school
and doing our part to deal with this monster
pandemic.”
Bianca Lazzereschi, 11th Grade: “The school is of
course being very safe with all of the precautions
they are taking, in order to do their part in the
prevention of COVID-19. They are not being overly
strict as they understand that it is hard to wear face
masks for extensive periods of time, but at the same
time they maintain the main rules of social distancing
and sanitation. We are allowed to lower our masks
once in a while, specifically while having discussions
in class, and hand sanitizers and cleaning supplies
are always available around the school in every class,
which I think is very important.”
Francesco Nespolo, 8th Grade:“I feel really safe at
school, as I see that all the students and teachers
follow the safety regulations, follow the movement
directions and use the sanitizing tools. I hope that
this year will be as positive as the others even with a
few extra precautions.”

Thank you to Mrs. Boiardi,
Bianca and Francesco for
having contributed your
responses!
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Casina Vanvitelliana,
Campania, Italy
WRITTEN BY SOFIA BRUNAMONTI BINELLO

One of the most charming places to visit in Campania
(South of Italy) is without a doubt the lake home
nicknamed “Casina Vanvitelliana” on the Lake of Fusaro.
It has an incredible history, and was beloved by many
renowned historical figures such as Gioachino Rossini,
Mozart (who is thought to have composed classical
pieces whilst there) and the second ever president of
Italy: Luigi Einaudi.
Originally built in the 18th century and prior to the
building of the bridge (seen on the photos) it was only
possible to reach it by boat! The lake was primarily
used as a private fishing and hunting reserve under
Bourbon King of Naples- Ferdinand IV, and when the
Villa was built it was considered a hunting lodge used
by the Royal Family. The villa was built, designed by and
also named after Luigi Vanvitelli architect of Royal
Caserta Palace
It was also used as a film set in the films “Ferdinando e
Carolina”, directed by Lina Wertmuller and “L’imbroglio
nel

lenzuolo”,

directed

by

Alfonso

Arau,

further

demonstrating its beauty and significance for the times.
It is now open to tourists (even during the covid
outbreak) and it is certainly worth visiting. Furthermore,
visiting this lovely location gives you the opportunity to
visit the rest of the Campania region, where many other
charming locations may be found including: Positano,
Pompeii, Villa Rufolo a Ravello, and more.
I

have

personally

been

to

visit

the

“Casina

Vanvitelliana”, and I highly recommend you do the
same. The best hour would certainly be around 5-6 pm,
right before sunset- a magical sight to witness whilst on
the lake.

Location: Piazza
Gioacchino Rossini, 1,
80070 Bacoli NA
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Science taking a
Feminist Stance:
Marie Curie
WRITTEN BY FRANCESCA ELLIS

Marie Skłodowska Curie, born on the 7th November
1867, was a Polish, naturalized-French physicist and
chemist who conducted pioneering research on
radioactivity. While being subject to a time in history
where the scientific world was significantly dominated
by a gender concentrated community, Marie Curie
worked her way to eventually receiving the recognition
she deserved as a scientist. Including numerous
successes in her profession, Marie Curie became the
first person and only woman to win the Nobel Prize
twice in two scientific fields. Furthermore, Marie Curie
was also the first woman to become a professor at the
University of Paris.
In 1903, She shared the Nobel Prize in Physics with
her husband Pierre Curie and physicist Henri
Becquerel, for their pioneering work developing the
theory of "radioactivity", a term she coined. Using
techniques she invented for isolating radioactive
isotopes, she also won the 1911 Nobel Prize in
Chemistry for the discovery of two elements, polonium
and radium. In wanting to maintain her Polish
background, she decided to name the first chemical
element she discovered “Polonium”, after her native
country.
Moreover, her scientific breakthrough and paramount
discoveries in the field, expanded into the early
Twentieth Century. During World War I, Marie Curie
developed mobile radiography units to provide X-ray
services to field hospitals.
As a whole, Marie Curie’s paramount discoveries in
science and breakthrough in scientific knowledge
allowed for evolution in both the profession she
wished to pursue, as well as her identity and that of
the rest of women scientists who wished to obtain
recognition for their works.
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Recommendations
of the Month
COMPILED BY VALERIA FASSONE

BOOK: THE NIGHT CIRCUS
"The Night Circus" is a rich, dreamy tale of theatrical
enchantment and thwarted love.” - Michael Berry
The Night Circus is a fairy tale set in Victorian London
written by Erin Morgenstern and published in 2011.
The book revolves around the story of a circus (Le
Cirque du Rêves- The Circus of Dreams) put to
perspective in third person through several different
characters, usually performers. Although there are

SERIES: THE GOOD PLACE
"Turns out The Good Place is a very good place to be
indeed." - Tom Long
Follows a New Jersey woman enters the afterlife and
tries to become a better person and make amends
for past bad behaviour.
Genre:Comedy
Network:NBC
Premiere Date:Sep 19, 2016
Creator:Michael Schur
Exec. Producers:David Miner, Michael Schur
Cast: Kristin Bell, Ted Danson, William Jackson
Harper, Manny Jacinto...

humans involved the majority is focused upon the
influence of the circus and its qualities, which is rather
different from several other stories. The circus is only
open from Sunset to sunrise (hence the title) with no
set schedule and appears and disappears with no
notice. There are dramatic competitions behind closed
curtains for the characters, they see no end to the
competition and new relationships start to evolve. The
winner of the competition is set to be announced but
this keeps being delayed by strange occurrences with
no evident explanations. This story revolves around
magic and its effect on the performers who develop
characteristics which are not considered normal.
Readers are left speechless and their imaginations
fulfilled, the details and descriptions are at great
expense which allow the reader to visualize the
surroundings and environment
accurately. One
unforgettable fictional tale.

FILM: ENOLA HOLMES
"It's smart enough to be very much its own thing, and
that thing very much belongs to its young star, Millie
Bobby Brown." - Bilge Ebiri
While searching for her missing mother, intrepid teen
Enola Holmes uses her sleuthing skills to outsmart
big brother Sherlock and help a runaway lord.
Rating:PG-13
Genre:Mystery, Thriller
Director:Harry Bradbeer
Producer:Millie Bobby Brown, Paige Brown, Alex
Garcia, Ali Mendes, Mary Parent
Writer:Nancy Springer
Release Date:Sep 24, 2020
Runtime:2h 3m
Production Co:Warner Bros., EH Productions,
PCMA Productions, Legendary Entertainment
Cast: Millie Bobby Brown, Sam Claflin, Henry Cavill
Helena Bonhem Carter
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