Dear Xavier FamilyOur no visitor policy is preventing you from being able to witness some of the most impressive things that I
have seen inside a school. We wish you could be here for so many reasons, but let me name just a few:
1.
2.

3.
4.

We have amazing students. They have adjusted well to the strange circumstances of study areas and seeing teachers for short but concentrated bursts. I am with the junior class for most of the day and am regularly impressed by how quickly they get to work and how thorough they are during their study times.
Our mask-wearing has reflected the respect we have for one another. At orientations, we discussed how
wearing a mask properly was a sign to the teachers of your respect for their health and to your classmates
of your concern for their well-being and gratitude for being able to be together. So far, the students and
staff have honored each other by being faithful with their masks.
Teachers report that one unforeseen benefit of our schedule modification is that the small class groups
mean each student has a larger voice in class. Teachers are hearing from students who might otherwise sit
back and allow the large group discussion to take place without them.
We have activities! All six fall sports teams have been able to come together to practice, compete, and
grow as teammates and friends. Our Virtual Club Fair was great fun and many clubs have also begun to
meet. It may not be the typical fall, but 70% of our students report already being involved in a club or
sport this fall.

I regularly survey the young people to get a sense of how things are going from their perspective. Our 4 week
check in revealed the following positive results:
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Question - How has the first month of school been for you?
3.56 out of 5 (5 being amazing)
Question - How helpful have your teachers been?
3.94 out of 5 (5 being amazing)
Both number have improved as the month has gone on!

In addition, here are a few student comments about what is going well so far:

Campus Ministry ..........................................
Hybrid Homecoming ....................................
Preview Night...............................................
Seventh Grade Day.......................................
Upcoming Events .........................................
Yearbook .....................................................

St. Francis Xavier High School
1600 W. Prospect Avenue
Appleton, WI 54914
920-733-6632
Fax: 920-735-1787
www.xaviercatholicschools.org

06
03
02
02
06
05

“The idea of the assigned study spaces is nice. I like having time to work on school and college things. I think
that idea was successful. I think the hallway directions have been good, and I think the teachers have been
amazing throughout the whole process.”
“I would say the most successful classes have been held outside. I like collaborating with more people and
the social aspect. My teachers have been really accommodating and make themselves available to help.”
“For the most part, I think students have respected the safety protocols. Overall, I’m impressed by the
safety measures that have allowed us to remain in school thus far.”
“I think that everything has been successful and especially the teachers' ability to teach the courses well
despite the modified class format.”
Now, this snapshot is not to say that we are without challenges. We are still working on social distancing
in the hallways and while we are eating lunch outside. We could always be better at cleaning up after
ourselves. And backpack and bags of athletic equipment are heavy…too heavy, in my opinion. But we are
making the best of the blessings that God has given us. I am eternally grateful to our faculty and staff who
have gone so far beyond what any of us expected when we became educators. They are giving every ounce
of energy to your students in order to keep them together, help them learn, and give them hope for the
future. I know that it is always a great day to be a Hawk, but these days, I am especially proud to be a
Xavier Hawk. I hope you share that pride.
Continue to pray for our students, family and staff that we may maintain good health, positive energy, and
high-quality learning.
For God’s Greater Glory,

Mike Mauthe
Principal

Xavier High School is a proud member
of the St. Francis Xavier Catholic School
System, and has been accredited by
AdvanceED (formerly the North Central
Association) since 1970.
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Xavier Preview Night
for
Prospective Students and Families
Monday, October 12, 2020
6:30 – 8:00 pm
Xavier Theatre
Spend an evening learning more about the curriculum,
expectations and environment at Xavier High School. The
time to decide which high school to select is fast
approaching.
Xavier Preview Night is designed for you to talk to
administrators, counselors, teachers, parents and current
students about Xavier. Is Xavier going to be the best fit for
your student? Are the course offerings, high expectations,
and peer group at Xavier what’s best for your student? How
will Xavier help your student develop and grow in his/her
faith? What athletic and co-curricular activities are
available? Find out the answers to these and many other
questions.
Come to Xavier Preview Night and take the first step to a
promising future.
***Current students can earn service hours by serving as
hosts for families at Preview Night. See Mr. Mauthe for details.***

Mark your Calendar….

Virtual 7th Grade Day
Do you have or know of a 7th grader who is considering Xavier
for high school? We have a unique opportunity coming next
month – our first Virtual 7th Grade Day. Since we are unable to
host all of the area 7th graders for our usual single-day event,
we will be sending families and posting on our website the 7 th
Grade Day “Choose Your Own Adventure” Mystery! Students
can learn about the classes, clubs, programs and people who
will make their high school experience extraordinary while
trying to solve a mystery and win a prize.
We look forward to sharing it with 7th graders and families.
.

News & Notes is a periodical which is published
monthly by Xavier High School, 1600 W. Prospect
Avenue, Appleton, WI 54914

Testing Day
On Tuesday, October 6, Xavier High School will be
hosting an important day of testing for many of our
students. Details for each class are listed below:
Freshmen – Virtual Learning Day – freshmen are not
expected to attend school on October 6
Sophomores – Pre-ACT Test – sophomores should attend school from 8-noon for the pre-ACT test which
helps to prepare the student for college admissions tests
Juniors – Virtual Learning Day – juniors are not expected to attend school on October 6 (juniors who registered for the PSAT have received information about the
date and time)
Seniors – ACT Test – seniors who registered for the
ACT at Xavier should attend school from 8-noon on
October 6 for the ACT. Students should see their school
counselor if there are questions.

End of Term Information
Term 1 ends on Thursday, October 29. As this is a first
semester term, only half credit courses will have exams.
Other classes may have unit tests or cumulative projects.
Students and parents will then be unable to see Term 1 grades
until they are posted on Monday, November 9. Please do not
contact teachers with grade questions during the “dead
period” during which grades are being finalized.
Thank you for your cooperation.

News & Notes
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HYBRID HOMECOMING 2020! *
Welcome to Homecoming Week (and another chapter of “This Isn’t Quite How We Imagined It.”) The parade and
dance will have to wait for another time, but no worries, we have amazing, flexible, patient, and creative students,
and together, we’ve come up with what we hope is a fun week of traditional-meets-modified activities. K-Groups
get to compete throughout the week to earn points, HoCo Court will happen a bit differently, and winners will
celebrate with prizes, a tailgate lunch, and presentation of the ‘prestigious’ Mauthe Cup traveling trophy. We’re
looking forward to celebrating school community and spirit as best we can!
Sunday, October 4
Due date for seniors wishing to be included on HoCo Court ballot (by 6pm)
Monday, October 5
Dress-Up: Mismatch / No-Mirror / Epic Mask (creative use of your required mask)
K-Group: Virtual Pep Rally
Door Decorating
Senior HoCo Court Voting
Tuesday, October 6 - Testing / Virtual Day
HoCo Court Announced
Wednesday, October 7
Dress-Up: Tourist/Beach/Hawaiian
K-Group: Online Trivia Contest
“What Would You Do for a Klondike Bar” (video highlighting group’s “talents;” goofier = better)
Thursday, October 8
Dress-Up: H.A.W.K.S. – Wear something that starts with your class’s letter!
(H -Freshmen, A – Sophomores, W – Juniors, K – Seniors, S – Faculty/Staff)

K-Group:

Readers Theater Contest (read/act/record children’s stories to be shared with XES campuses)

Friday, October 9
Dress-Up: Xavier / Blue & White
K-Group: Punt, Pass, & Hike (points on total yardage from punting, throwing, hiking a football)
HoCo Court Lip Sync Videos & Voting (King & Queen announced after all-school online vote)
Saturday, October 10
Fun Run/Dog Walk/Bike Ride (WhatMovesYou20.givesmart.com; only if comfortable, or virtual)
8:00pm: “Google Me Some Good News!” K-Group winners announced!
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YEARBOOK

$crip News

Early Bird Special: Order your yearbook before October 2nd to buy it at a discounted rate of $65 and
let your student choose 4 FREE personalized icons on
the front cover. The magic of a yearbook is even
stronger with personalization. The link to order is
http://jostensyearbooks.com/?REF=A09241700

Physical Gift Cards Available
With the Scrip Office still closed to walk in business, you still
have the opportunity to purchase physical gift cards. We now
offer curbside pickup on Monday to Friday from 8:00am until
Noon at the Scrip Office entrance on Northland Ave.

Senior photos: If you would like a senior photo in the
yearbook, you can upload your selected image directly
to our yearbook site (link below). Make sure to follow
the senior picture guidelines.

Orders can go home with your children
As we are continuing to deal with the Covid-19 virus, we are
limiting people who may enter our buildings. With that in
mind, you will not be able to come into your school to pick up
orders. You can have your child bring home your orders.

Asking for your help: If you capture any pictures of
your students or their team members during sporting
events this year, yearbook would greatly appreciate your
help. Our team is limited this year in their ability to
cover sporting events due to the COVID-19 restrictions
surrounding events this year. Our yearbook team would
appreciate any and all pictures you are willing to share
with us to help us capture our students in their
extra-curricular activities. The link to upload pictures
directly to our yearbook site is below. Thank you in
advance for your help!

Earn big with 4 weekends of 2-day bonuses
Bonus Fest is coming Oct 9 – 31. Each weekend features a
different lineup of brands on bonus for 2 days only.




Bonuses start at 12:00 a.m. ET Friday and end at 11:59
p.m. ET Saturday.
All gift card types (eGift cards, physical gift cards, and
money added to reloadable cards) are included.

The link to upload photos for both senior pictures and
sporting events is https://images.jostens.com/415467044

Congratulations
To Anne Marie Knabe for completing the process of
becoming a Social Studies Scholar at Xavier High
School!
Anne Marie did her research on WASP (Women Air
Force Service Pilots) during WWII and beyond. Her
research endeavors included lots of reading, emailing
authors, meeting pilots and authors at EAA, films and
online articles.
Inspired by her grandfather’s love of history, Anne
Marie did a great job presenting her research both online
and in person. Anne Marie was recognized by the
Social Studies department, XHS administration, her
family and close friends. She will also receive a special
medal to wear at graduation designating her Scholar
Status.
Congratulations on your hard work and dedication!

Spectators at Athletic Events
The Bay Conference has decided to limit spectators to
two immediate family members per student athlete for
the fall season. Fans are reminded that they are required
to wear masks, regardless of venue. Failure to properly
and consistently wear a mask will result from the
spectator’s removal from the event.
This Applies to both home and away games.

News & Notes
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One Day - Multiple Events - One Xavier Community
All are Welcome!
We have exciting news—the annual Fun Run/Dog Walk/Bike Ride (the Tour de Francis is newly moved to this date) on
Saturday morning of Homecoming weekend (10/10) is still happening! This is something the whole family can
do! We’ve made some changes, taken precautions, received approval from Appleton’s Public Health Department, and are
planning for a great morning!
Click here for our “What Moves You” event webpage for more details and to register to join us (virtually or in-person!)
for this fabulous morning of fun, friendship, and fitness. Note: we had planned for a fun social time after with Food
Trucks and socially distant, outdoor fun, but those plans will now be for next year.

Do you need a good or service? Check the Xavier Business Directory first!
This week’s section highlight: Health and Medical Services
Our Xavier Alumni and Family community is blessed to have a variety of businesses that support and strengthen Xavier Catholic Schools, and the Fox Valley. To help promote and acknowledge this group, especially during
these times, we have created the “Xavier Business Directory”. If any Xavier supporter is looking for a good or
service, we encourage you to check the Xavier Business Directory first to see if there is a Xavier connection
with a business providing the product or service you desire. Click here to see the current Xavier Business Directory.
Section Highlight: Health and Medical Services Section
If you are in need of a healthcare provider or any health-related service, check out the Health and Medical
Services section! There are 18 businesses with a Xavier connection ready and willing to serve you. 6 of these
generous businesses sponsor Xavier events in at least one way.
The Directory is open to any Xavier-affiliated alumni, current parents, parents of alumni, and employees. To
be included, complete the form on the right-hand side of the directory page.
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Family Service Opportunity
Due to the current health situation, we are not able to host
our annual Ethel Moehring Help Your neighbor Day this
fall.
Many elderly people rely on our student groups to take care
of their yards – raking and winterizing for an afternoon. The
people we serve would be appreciative of help this year as
well. Would your family be interested in doing a few hours
of service together? Would you be willing to help a person
in need?
Contact Mrs. Kelly Waters, Campus Minister,
(kwaters@xaviercatholicschools.org) to get information
about how you can help one of our HYND families. We
appreciate your support!

Upcoming Events
October 2
October 6
October 12
October 16
October 30

No School – System Inservice
Testing Day for sophomores and seniors
(E-learning for freshmen and juniors)
Xavier Preview Night (6:30PM)
No School – System Inservice
No School – End of Term 1

November 13
Xavier Service Club Blood Drive
November 25-27 No School - Thanksgiving Break
December 2
(4-7

Half Day – Parent Teacher Conferences

PM)
December 3
Feast of St. Francis Xavier
December 24-31 No School - Christmas Break

Campus
Ministry
Campus Ministry is working
on a number of things to help achieve our mission of
building the Kingdom of God. Student, faculty and
parent participation is crucial to the spiritual development of us all. Here is what we have going on in the
month ahead:
Liturgy: We will continue to stream out Friday morning and school Masses on the school Facebook page.
You do not need an account to watch. Friday morning
Masses begin at 7:15 and school Masses are at 11:00 am
on October 14 and 21. All are welcome at our Friday
morning Masses, but visitors are currently
prohibited from joining us for Masses during the school
day.
Spring Retreat: Barring any health and safety
limitations still being in place, all students will be
required to participate in the March 25, 2021 retreat
day. If your child misses due to vacations,
appointments, or the like, they will be required to
complete a longer retreat before the end of the school
year. If you have any questions, please contact Mr.
Mauthe.
Christian Service: Please be sure to check the
getnolved.org website to monitor your child’s service
hour progress. As a reminder, all hours are recorded via
the site. Last year’s hours must still be completed – we
only waived the due date – and this year’s hours will be
due in mid-May. All students need 20 hours per school
year (hours do not carry over from year-to-year) and of
the 80 hours, 20 must be at a parish.
Kairos: We are planning to hold Kairos – safely and
socially distanced – at Mt. Tabor Retreat Center
December 11-13, 2020. All juniors and seniors are
encouraged to participate in this optional retreat that
focuses on our personal relationship with God. Please
see Mrs. Waters in Campus Ministry for more
information and paperwork to sign up!

