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5 Key Challenges to Reopening Successfully in Fall 2020

1. Public health challenge:  The COVID-19 virus has created a number of unknowns around 
its transmission, its manifestations, and its treatment and cure.

2. Lack of agreement:  Medical information is continually evolving and there is a lack of 
agreement leading to disagreement on the appropriate response.

3. Lack of time:  There is a very short time frame to develop rigorous, well developed plans 
for reopening schools.

4. Decisions will be scrutinized:  Plans will need to be validated and withstand the scrutiny 
by all stakeholder groups.

5. Shifting circumstances:  School districts will need to be agile as there may be a 
resurgence of cases or waves of resurgence.  Full or spot closures of schools may be 
necessary.  
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Source: ISBE Starting the 2020-21 School Year - June 23, 2020

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Part-3-Transition-Planning-Phase-4.pdf












Initial Optional In-Person/Remote Learning Plan

Hybrid A/B (Red/Blue)              Monday-Friday



        



Hybrid Instruction Model
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● Students will be required to attend all live events scheduled during their assigned class time and 
be actively engaged and participate in the lesson.

- Students must keep their cameras and audio ON throughout the lesson or until such
         time as the teacher releases the class

● Students will log onto Canvas daily and will be responsible to complete all posted assignments.

● Students will abide by all school policies in the student handbook, including the acceptable use 
policy for technology.

● Students may receive asynchronous instruction (videos, readings, assignments, etc) outside of 
assigned class time to work on during their off day from their classes.

● Students need to communicate with teacher(s) any needs related to engaging in e-Learning
● Follow all safety guidelines(including wearing a mask) while attending school in person.
● Need a signed parent permission form to leave campus during the allowed time.
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The following sources of data and/or guidance frameworks have been made available for school districts to 
utilize as part of their decision-making process and continual monitoring during the COVID-19 pandemic.

● McHenry County Health Department (MCHD) COVID-19 dashboard
● Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) - Region 9 Resurgence data
● Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) - County Level Metrics
● Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) - County & School Metrics (School 

Determination of Community Spread)
● Northwestern Medicine Illinois COVID Data by Zip Code
● CDC - Indicators for Dynamic School Decision-Making
● Covid Dashboard - SOQIC at Northwestern
● https://globalepidemics.org/key-metrics-for-covid-suppression/ - Harvard Global Health Inst.

https://mchenry-county-coronavirus-response-mchenrycountygis.hub.arcgis.com/
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/regionmetrics?regionID=9
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/countymetrics?county=McHenry
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/countyschool?county=McHenry
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/countyschool?county=McHenry
http://covid-dashboard.fsm.northwestern.edu/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/indicators.html#thresholds
http://covid-dashboard.fsm.northwestern.edu/?fbclid=IwAR3KXK0A0YOPfPN1OjIXe0gobWxbW9hLESBppMPX_1pTQ_uFGFhofjzE16s
https://globalepidemics.org/key-metrics-for-covid-suppression/


●

○

○

○

○




