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For Seniors & Families:

Post-Secondary Planning Evening



Agenda

A timeline for senior year

 Post-Secondary Options

 Timeline for College Applications

 Defining College Admission Options & Deadlines

 College Application Components

 The mechanics of Naviance and Common Application

 Financial aid 

 Join with your counselor meeting.



Post-Secondary Options

Career/Technical Schools

Military Service

Employment

College/University

Gap Year

Culinary, Cosmetology, Digital Media, Plumbing, 
Electrician, Auto Body & Mechanics, Carpentry 
& Building trades, Agriculture, Healthcare, 
Visual & Performing Arts

Enlistment, National Guard Service, ROTC, 
Military College, Service Academies

Resume, references, Linked In, Monster, Indeed, 
Seek Apprenticeships

2 year, 4 year, Accelerated Programs.

Develop plan, consider working with agency or 
counselor, travel, community service

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penn_State_Nittany_Lions
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Resources

 Naviance Careers Tab

• PA Careers Link:
• https://www.pacareerlink.pa.gov/jponline/individual



Senior Timeline

1. Carefully review your transcript

2. Discuss letters of recommendation 
with teachers and provide what they 
need

3. Decide if you will take standardized 
tests:   ACT – 9/12, 10/24, 12/12; 
SAT - 9/26 (SAT only), 10/3, 10/14, 
11/7, & 12/5

4. Athletes:  Register with the NCAA at 
EligibilityCenter.org for Div. I & II

5. Research and visit colleges virtually or 
in person, virtual college fairs, sign up 
for college visits for Harriton students

6. Settle on a list of colleges and enter 
into Naviance, Common Application, 
and/or The Coalition. Also UCAS and 
U Cal. Application.

7. Review deadlines, requirements for 
each application; begin to work on 
submissions

8. Consider meeting with your 
counselor/college access counselor –
most have office hours during “lunch 
and learn”

✓



Right About Now



Transcript Release Form

 Mail in first copy to: Mrs. Mary Anne Newberg, Registrar
Harriton High School
600 N. Ithan Ave.
Rosemont, PA  19010



Types of Admission

Non-Restrictive

- Rolling Admission
- Regular Decision
- Early Action (EA)

Restrictive
- Restrictive Early Action (REA)

Only early application!

- Early Decision (ED)
- Early Decision II  

Must attend if accepted!

Deadlines

- None (apply early!)
- ~ Jan. 1/15
- ~ Nov. 1/15

- ~ Nov. 1/15

- ~ Nov. 1/15
- ~ Jan. 15/Feb.1

✓ ✓



NACAC Definitions of Admission Options

Both EDI & II are binding



Admission Decisions✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

 Accepted! Offered admission; fall 
and January/Spring semester

 Denied admission 

 Deferred 

 Waitlisted

 Other possibilities



What does “Test Optional” really mean?

• More than 1200 four-year colleges and universities do not require 
the SAT or ACT

• NACAC states: institutions are making a definitive statement 
that they will not need test scores to make admission decisions this 
year. Despite the change in policies, … “Does test optional really 
mean test optional?” The answer, simply put, is: YES. Colleges have 
affirmed that they will not penalize students for the absence of a 
standardized test score and endorse a student-centered, holistic 
approach to admission that will not disadvantage any student 
without a test score.



Mechanics of the Process✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

 All students will use Naviance Student.
- Student.naviance.com/harriton
- Central clearinghouse for processing transcripts and recommendations

● Most students will use The Common Application – 950 colleges of 4,000 are 
members.

● Some students may use The Coalition Application - 140 + colleges;  a few 
colleges, such as the U of Maryland, College Park and The University of Florida 
are Coalition exclusive.

● University specific applications and self-reported process (SRAR) - input your 
own courses and grades. 

● Deadlines are very important in the college process and communication is a key 
factor – stay in touch with your counselor when adding a college or changing a 
decision.



Who Sends What

Student
Completes and sends 

1. Common App (or College Specific or 
Coalition App, SRAR if required) and 

supplemental essays

2.  Transcript Release Form (TRF)–
send to Registrar

3. All Standardized Tests – self report or 
send an official score report

Registrar
Uploads transcript 
to Naviance after 

receiving TRF

Applications may be 
sent at any time up to 

the deadline, transcript 
and letters of 

recommendation can be 
sent at any time before 

or after.

Teacher
Uploads letter to 

Naviance and 
sends or mails

Counselor
Sends transcript 

along with 
counselor 

recommendation & 
school profile

Students must 
provide 15 school 
days notice of 
deadlines

Add teacher 
recommender 
to Naviance

Communication 
is key.



Mechanics of the Process
Naviance✓ ✓ ✓ ✓



Adding colleges✓ ✓ ✓ ✓



Symbols – what do they mean?

Common Application School –
transcripts accepted 
electronically through Common 
App – must “match” with 
Naviance

Requires stamped addressed envelope 
(address to college) and send/mail to Mrs. 
Newberg and teacher recommenders–
(transcript and recommendation letters 
are not accepted electronically). Put your 
name on the inside flap of envelope and 
the due date

Not a Common Application school 
but the transcript can still be sent 
electronically



Adding a teacher recommender
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Mechanics of the Process
Common Application

https://apply.commonapp.org/common/6/33


The Common Application Dashboard✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Dashboard displays an overview of 
the application status for each college 
on a student’s list.



FERPA Waiver
Family Educational Rights to Privacy Act

 Waiving your rights and the FERPA Waiver

 Completed in Common Application after adding colleges 
to your account.

 In“My College” tab, click on “Assign Recommenders” 
then the FERPA Release Authorization is the first item 
on that page.

 Click the blue text under the “FERPA RELEASE 
AUTHORIZATION to complete the FERPA waiver.



Help Center✓ ✓ ✓ ✓



Connecting Naviance to CA✓ ✓ ✓ ✓



Scholarships and Financial Aid

 File for aid through the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
beginning October 1
 Financial Aid Night – Wed., Oct. 7th

 FAFSA Completion Night – Thur., Oct. 22nd

 The 2020–21 FAFSA form asks for 2018 tax information. Application and 
information available at https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid

 The CSS Profile (College Board) may also be required. 
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/

 Review each college’s scholarship and financial aid sites

 For private and corporate scholarships: Fastweb.com, College Board, Naviance

 Net Price Calculators give estimates for each individual college of the potential 
cost of attendance

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/


PHEAA

 The Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance 
Agency:  https://www.pheaa.org/

 Borrowing for Higher Education Event:
file:///C:/Users/whelanm/AppData/Local/Microsoft/
Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/A7LNJHN7/B
orrowing%20for%20College%20webinar%20flyer.pdf
Event Dates:
 Wednesday, September 23th (12:00 pm/Noon Eastern Daylight Time) 
 Tuesday, September 29th (12:00 pm/Noon Eastern Daylight Time)
 Thursday, October 1st (6:00 pm Eastern Daylight Time)

https://www.pheaa.org/


Career & College Access Counselor

Mrs. Whelan

Office Hours – look for email announcement each week

College Visits – Sign up on Naviance – visits start Sept. 21st.

College Application Evening (Virtual) Sept. 21 LMHS,
Sept. 22 HHS

Contact Info:
WhelanM@lmsd.org
(610) 658 - 3948

mailto:WhelanM@lmsd.org


Individual Counselor Meetings✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Barbara Serratore: De - Ka
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/91305920252?pwd=dk5hT0xEM2NKSkNlUmFzblNLMUN
DUT09

Kimberly Thompson: Mu - R
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/92351785203?pwd=NVdFQkpEOUIwL2ttakV2bkhWN0padz09

Mandy Carl: A - Da
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95249741510?pwd=dkkvUHFwS0FFcUx6SDg1R2M1NTcrdz
09

Carla Coleman: Ke - Mo
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/91714570490?pwd=UkI5Nnc2cWdTQVBuTzZqbDR6YWpSQT09.

Mike Mallozzi: S-Z
https://zoom.us/j/93465178198?pwd=TExFZ2puc0RWUDlYUDhXT2pCNEhPUT09

https://zoom.us/j/91305920252?pwd=dk5hT0xEM2NKSkNlUmFzblNLMUNDUT09
https://zoom.us/j/92351785203?pwd=NVdFQkpEOUIwL2ttakV2bkhWN0padz09
https://zoom.us/j/95249741510?pwd=dkkvUHFwS0FFcUx6SDg1R2M1NTcrdz09
https://zoom.us/j/91714570490?pwd=UkI5Nnc2cWdTQVBuTzZqbDR6YWpSQT09
https://zoom.us/j/93465178198?pwd=TExFZ2puc0RWUDlYUDhXT2pCNEhPUT09


Mandy Carl: A - Da
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95249741510?pwd=dkkvUHFwS0FFcUx6SDg1R2M1NTcrdz09

Barbara Serratore: De - Ka
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/91305920252?pwd=dk5hT0xEM2NKSkNlUmFzblNLMUNDUT09

Carla Coleman: Ke - Mo
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/91714570490?pwd=UkI5Nnc2cWdTQVBuTzZqbDR6YWpSQT09

Kimberly Thompson: Mu - R
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/92351785203?pwd=NVdFQkpEOUIwL2ttakV2bkhWN0padz09

Mike Mallozzi: S-Z
https://zoom.us/j/93465178198?pwd=TExFZ2puc0RWUDlYUDhXT2pCNEhPUT09

https://zoom.us/j/95249741510?pwd=dkkvUHFwS0FFcUx6SDg1R2M1NTcrdz09
https://zoom.us/j/91305920252?pwd=dk5hT0xEM2NKSkNlUmFzblNLMUNDUT09
https://zoom.us/j/91714570490?pwd=UkI5Nnc2cWdTQVBuTzZqbDR6YWpSQT09
https://zoom.us/j/92351785203?pwd=NVdFQkpEOUIwL2ttakV2bkhWN0padz09
https://zoom.us/j/93465178198?pwd=TExFZ2puc0RWUDlYUDhXT2pCNEhPUT09


Please complete the online evaluation

 https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1C-dyaS-
3nf3g7Tl2OnmKQkNSuQNH05QheTPeTd64WUA/e
dit

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1C-dyaS-3nf3g7Tl2OnmKQkNSuQNH05QheTPeTd64WUA/edit
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